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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  BY C O G H I L L

S E N A T E  B I L L  NO.

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  d e s i g n a t i n g  c e r t a i n  s t a t e  l a n d  a s  t h e

S u n t r a n a  M i n e  H i s t o r i c  S i t e . "

BE  I T  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  4 1 . 3 5  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  4 1 . 3 5 . 0 4 1 .  S U N T R A N A  M I N E  H I S T O R I C  S I T E .  ( a )  T h e  l a n d

d e s c r i b e d  i n  ( b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  a s  t h e  S u n t r a n a  M i n e

H i s t o r i c  S i t e .  T h e  l a n d  a n d  i m p r o v e m e n t s  r e m a i n i n g  o n  t h e  l a n d  s h a l l  

b e  m a n a g e d  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  s t a t e d  i n  A S  4 1 . 3 5 . -  

0 1 0 .
( b )  T h e  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  H i s t o r i c  S i t e  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g

d e s c r i b e d  s t a t e  l a n d :

( ( ( L e g a l  D e s c r i p t i o n  t o  F o l l o w ) ) )



Srn. John ft. (Jack) Coghill. Chairman
Vn. Paul Fischer. V ice-Chairman
Sen. Lloyd Jones
Vn. Arliss Slitrgultvski
Sen Jim Duncan
Sen. Fred Zharoff
Sen. Dick Lliason

&la3fea g>tate Hegislature
Senate 3toourcetf Committee

M E M O R A N D U M

box V xcau. Alaska 9961 I (907) 465-4907

T O  r M e m b e r s  o f  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e s o u r c e  C o m m i t t e e  S t a f f

RE: S C R  6; R e l a t i n g  t o  d e s i g n a t i o n  b y  t h e  

a H i s t o r i c  S i t e .

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  1 4, 1 9 8 7

g o v e r n o r  o f  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  as

S t a f f  s e e s  no p r o b l e m  w i t h  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s i n c e  it is s u p p o r t e d  by 

t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f , N a U j  raJL, ̂  SJLM-T c e s,, t h e  U s i h e J J - ^ C o a T  M i n e ,  I n c . ,  a n d  
w e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  rTo~~opposTtTorT'f'rom t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  H e a l y .

E n c l o s e d  in y o u r  b i l l  f i l e  a r e :

1. D N R ’s p o s i t i o n  p a p e r  in s u p p o r t ;

2. D N R ’s z e r o  (0) f i s c a l  n o t e ;

3. l e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  f r o m  t h e  A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  4 ,0 b b y r

4. s p o n s o r s  s t a t e m e n t ;

5. a n  a r t i c l e  b y  L e s l i e  B a r b e r ,  " T h e  R o a d  to S u n t r a n a :  A J o u r n e y

B a c k  in T i m e " ;

6. a n  a r t i c l e  b y  C a t h e r i n e  U s i b e l l i ,  " O n e  A l a s k a n  C o a l  M i n e " ;

7. a n d  c o p i e s  o f  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  p i c t u r e s ,  1 9 2 0 ' s  to 1 9 8 6 .
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D E P A 1 I T M E N T  O F  N A T U R A L  R E S O U R C E S

O FFIC E OF THE COMMISSIONER

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  1 9 8 7

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J a c k  C o g h i l l  
C h a i r m a n
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
P . O .  B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l :

S u b j e c t : SCR 6 ,  w h i c h  u r g e s  t h a t  t h e  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  b e  d e s i g n a t e d
a  h i s t o r i c  s i t e .

P o s i t i o n : T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  a g r e e s  w i t h  d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  t h e  S u n t r a n a
M i n e  a s  a n  h i s t o r i c  s i t e ,  s u b j e c t  t o  r e s o l u t i o n  o f  t w o  
i s s u e s .

E x p l a n a t i o n : T h e  s i t e  d o e s  q u a l i f y  u n d e r  s t a t e  l a w  f o r  t h e  
d e s i g n a t i o n  u r g e d  i n  S C R 6 . A  p r o b l e m  i s  t h a t  t h e  l a n d  
w a s  s e l e c t e d  u n d e r  t h e  F e d e r a l  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  E n a b l i n g  
A c t  o f  1 9 5 6  a n d  a s  s u c h ,  a n y  t r a n s a c t i o n  a f f e c t i n g  t h e  
l a n d ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  g e n e r a t e  r e v e n u e s  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  
a c t i o n  b y  t h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  C o m m i s s i o n .  I n  t h e  
e v e n t  t h e  l i t i g a t i o n  w h i c h  l e d  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  
t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  r e s o l v e d  b y  n e w  l e g i s l a t i o n  i n v o l v i n g  
a  m o n e y  s e t t l e m e n t ,  t h i s  p r o b l e m  w o u l d  b e  r e s o l v e d .  A 
s e c o n d  i s s u e  i s  t h a t  t h e  s i t e  w o u l d  r e e d  t o  b e  m a d e  
f r e e  o f  a n y  s a f e t y  h a z a r d s  a n d  t h a t  e r o s i o n  i s  s u i t a b l y  
c o n t r o l l e d .

O n c e  t h e s e  i s s u e s  a r e  r e s o l v e d ,  o u r  e x p e c t a t i o n  i s  t h a t  
t h e  s i t e  w o u l d  b e  m a n a g e d ,  t h r o u g h  a  m a n a g e m e n t  a g r e e ­
m e n t  s u p p o r t e d  b y  f e e s  c h a r g e d  v i s i t o r s .

'sincerely,

u d y  B r a d y  
C o m m i s s i o n e

c c :  C o m m i t t e d  M e m b e r s
G o v e r n o r ' s  L e g i s l a t i v e  L i a i s o n

1 0 - J 9 L H



Alaska Environmental Lobby, Inc
204 N. Franklin S tree t ,  S uite  3 Jun eau ,  Alaska 99801 907-586-2345

S e n a t o r  J a c k  Coghill 

P.O. Box V 

Juneau, A l a s k a  99811

F e br u a ry  2, 1987

Dea r  S e n a t o r Co g hill,

On behalf of the A l a s k a  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  Lobby, we w o u l d  like to thank 

you for i n t r o d u c i n g  Se n a t e C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  N u m b e r  6, c o n c e r n i n g  

d e s i g n a t i o n  of S u n t r a n a  Min e  as a H i s t o r i c  Site. A E L  strongly supports 

p r o t e c t i n g  and p r e s e r v i n g  our c u l t u ra l ,  as well as o u r natural resources. 

W e ' r e  h a p p y  to see your c o n c e r n  for such p r e s e r v a t i o n  reflected in 

y o u r  s p o n so r s h ip  of this r esolution. T h a n k  you a g a in  and we look 

forward to w o r k i n g  w i t h  you on m o r e  land and re s ource issues.

S i ncerely,

Gail G a t t o n Cl a i re  H o ll a n d

E x e cu t i ve  D ir e c t o r  V olunteer, Delta
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M E M O R A N D U M

T O :  M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s ,

F R O M :  S e n a t o r  C o g h i l l

R E: S C R  6; R e l a t i n g  to 

a H i s t o r i c  S

D A T E :  F e b r u a r y  1 4, 1 9 8 7

m m i  t t e e

t h e  g o v e r n o r  o f  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  as

S C R  6 m a k e s  g o o d  p u b l i c  p o l i c y ,  it is i m p o r t a n t  to p r e s e r v e  o u r  

herit a g e .

T h e  t r e n d  t o w a  rd h i s t o r i c a l  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  a r e a s  o f  l a n d  a n d  n a t u r a l  

r e s o u r c e s  h a s  g a i n e d  m o m e n t u m  o n  a n a t i o n a l  s c a l e  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  

d e c a d e .  I b e l i e v e  it is i m p o r t a n t  to p r e s e r v e  t h e  e v i d e n c e  o f  t h e  

m e t h o d s  m a n  h a s  e m p l o y e d  to d e v e l o p  t h e  p u b l i c  r e s o u r c e s ,  j u s t  as it 

is i m p o r t a n t  to c o n s e r v e  c e r t a i n  " w i l d "  a r e a s .

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  m a k e s  g o o d  s e n s e  in t h r e e  a r e a s .

F i r s t ,  t o u r i s m ;  t h e  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  s i t e  is a b o u t  3 0  m i n u t e s  d r i v i n g  

t i m e  f r o m  t h e  D e n a l i  P a r k  l o d g e .  T h e  s i t e  o f f e r s  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  

t h e  p o s s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s t a t e  h i s t o r i c  m i n i n g  e q u i p m e n t  m u s e u m ,  

as w e l l  as h a v i n g  t h e  n o t o r i e t y  o f  b e i n g  A l a s k a ' s  f i r s t  l a r g e  s c a l e  

c o a l  m i n e  s i t e .

S e c o n d l y ,  e d u c a t i o n ;  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  c u r r e n t l y  c o n d u c t s  t o u r s  

o f  t h e  s i t e  as a n  e x a m p l e  o f  t h e  w a y  m i n i n g  u s e d  to be d o n e .  W i t h o u t  

t h i s  t y p e  o f  k n o w l e d g e  it b e c o m e s  e v e n  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to d e v e l o p  n e w  

a n d  i n n o v a t i v e  m i n i n g  t e c h n i q u e s . T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  u n i q u e  g e o l o g i c  

f e a t u r e s  p r e s e n t ,  w h i c h  a r e  a l s o  u s e d  a s  t e a c h i n g  t o o l s .



F i n a l l y ,  t h e r e  is h e r i t a g e ,  t h e  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  is l o c a t e d  o n  A l a s k a ' s  

o n l y  m i n e  w h i c h  e x p o r t s  c o a l  to f o r e i g n  m a r k e t s .  S i n c e  it b e g a n  

o p e r a t i o n s  in t h e  e a r l y  n i n e t e e n  h u n d r e d s ,  S u n t r a n a  h a s  s u p p l i e d  

e n e r g y  a n d  j o b s  f o r  t h e  A l a s k a n  e c o n o m y .  It is m y  f e e l i n g  t h a t  t h e  

s w e a t  a n d  h a r d  w o r k  t h a t  b u i l t  t h i s  c o u n t r y  is e v e r y  b i t  a s  i m p o r t a n t  

f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s  to r e m e m b e r ,  as is t h e  p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  u n i q u e  

w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  A f t e r  a l l ,  p a r t  o f  o u r  h e r i t a g e  is t h e  h i s t o r y  

e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  f o o t s t e p s  o f  o u r  f o r e f a t h e r s .

T h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  a s k s  t h e  g o v e r n o r ,  to e s t a b l i s h  t h e  S u n t r a n a  M i n e  as a 

r e m e m b r a n c e  f o r  f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  l e a s t  t h e y  f o r g e t  t h e  h a r d  w o r k ,  

a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  t h a t  p a s t  b e f o r e  t h e m .

%
F ^ r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s  I e n c o u r a g e  a d o  p a s s  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .
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L e s l i e  B a r b e r
D i t s ' i n  Y a h  A r t s ,  L t d .
1 5 3 5  M a r y  A n n
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 1
( 9 0 7 ) 4 5 6 - 3 4 2 2

T H E  HOAD TO S U N T R A N A :  A J O U R N E Y  BACK I N  T I M E

b y  L e s l i e  B a r b e r

B e t w e e n  f a l l i n g  l e a v e s  a n d  f a l l i n g  s n o w ,  l i e s  a f a l l o w  

t i m e  o f  y e a r .  T h e  a i r  i s  t o o  c o l d  f o r  s u m m e r  a c t i v i t i e s .

N o t  e n o u g h  s n o w  h a s  f a l l e n  f o r  w i n t e r  o n e s .  T i m e  f o r  a 

w e e k e n d  d r i v e  t o  e n j o y  s o m e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  h i s t o r y ,  w i l d l i f e  

a n d  u n i q u e  g e o l o g i c  f e a t u r e s  o n  o n e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  l i t t l e - k n o w n  

s c e n i c ,  h i s t o r i c  r o a d s  —  t h e  r o a d  t o  S u n t r a n a .

L o c a t e d  j u s t  e a s t  o f  M e a l y ,  a t w o - h o u r  d r i v e  f r o m  

F a i r b a n k s  o n  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y ,  t h e  S u n t r a n a  r o a d  i s  k n o w n  

a s  t h e  M e a l y  F o r k  c u t o f f .  T h i s  w e l l - m a i n t a i n e d  g r a v e l  r o a d  

w i n d s  t h r o u g h  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a l o n g  M e a l y  C r e e k .  A b o u t  s i x  

m i l e s  f r o m  t h e  h i g h w a y ,  t h e  r o a d  s u d d e n l y  c r e s t s .

D o w n  b e l o w ,  n e s t l e d  i n  a m o u n t a i n  b o w l ,  l i e  a h a n d f u l  

o f  w e a t h e r e d  f r o m e  c a b i n s .  A l a r g e ,  o d d l y - s h a p e d  s t e e l  

b u i l d i n g  w i t h  a n  a b a n d o n e d  r a i l  y a r d  d o m i n a t e s  t h e  s c e n e .

S e p t e m b e r  2 6 ,  1 9 8 6  
A b o u t  1 1 0 0  w o r d s  
F i r s t  N o r t h  A m e r i c a n  

S e r i a l  R i g h t s



- • "  ■ • • t g  ■ ■ ■■ . 1
•

T H E  HOAD TO S U N T R A N A :  A J O U R N E Y  BACK I N  T I M E
b y  I . e s l i e  B a r b e r  
P a g e  2

H e r e  l i e s  t h e  r e m a i n s  o f  t h e  1 9 2 0 s  t o w n  o f  S u n t r a n a ,  

b i r t h p l a c e  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c o a l  i n d u s t r y  a n d  h o m e  t o  A l a s k a ' s  

c o a l - m i n i n g  p i o n e e r s .  T h e  c a b i n s  w e r e  c o a l  m i n e r s '  h o m e s .  

T h e  s t r a n g e  s t e e l  b u i l d i n g ,  c a l l e d  t h e  " t i p p l e , "  u s e d  t o  

l o a d  c o a l  i n t o  t r a i n  c a r s .

T h i c k  s e a m s  o f  c o a l  r i p p l e  t h r o u g h  t h e  s a n d s t o n e  c l i f f s  

a b o v e  t h e  t i p p l e .  P u f f s  o f  w h i t e  s m o k e  d r i f t  u p  f r o m  t h e  

c l i f f s .  T h e  s m o k e  : **  c r e a t e d  b y  n a t u r a l ,  s p o n t a n e o u s  

c o m b u s t i o n  o f  t h e  c o a l  s e a m s .  T h e  l o c a l  A t h a b a s c a n  I n d i a n s  

c a l l e d  t h e  c l i f f s  " S u n t r a n a , "  o r  " b u r n i n g  h i l l s . "

T h e ' w i n d s  o f  •• t  i m e  • h a v e * —c a r  v e d  t h e -  s a n d s t o n e / o u t c r o p s ,  

i n t o  e e r i e ^ c a s t i e - l i k e  f o r m a t i o n ' s . "  G i a n t  c 1 i n k e r s - r ' f c o a l  

b u r n e d  b y  1 i g h t e n i n g -  o f  n a t u r a l  c o m b u s t i o n — c a n - b e - f o u n d  

.  a l o n g  t h e  r o a d .

S u n t r a n a  b e g a n  i n  1 9 2 2  w h e n  A u s t i n  " C a p "  L a t h r o p  

s t a r t e d  t h e  a r e a ' s  f i r s t  c o a l  m i n e .  ' K e m n a r T t s  o f  o l d  

u n d e r g r o u n d  s h a f t ' s ” ’ ' a r e ~ * s t i l l  v i s i b l e  ' I f f ~ t h e ’ c l T f f s .  ' On -  

t r o l l s  n o v u s e d  f o r -  h i k  i n g * ,  • h o r  s e - d  r a  wn s  l e d s ^ O ’n c e ' V h a u  l e d .  

c o a i - f i ' b m  t h e - m i n e .

A n d r e w  " S a r g c "  a n d  J e s s i e  C o s t a  s p e n t  m a n y  y e a r s  i n  

S u n t r a n a .  S a r g e  w o r k e d  o n  t h e  t i p p l e .  ^ ' T h e  ' t i p p l e ■w a s / h i s -  

• b a b y " , "  s a i d  J e s s i e , "7 c o m m e n t i n g  o n  t h e '  q u a i l  t ' y  " O f " C a r e ~ " S d r g e '

* devot ed t o  k e e p i n g - t h c  t i p p l e  ’I n " t o p ' s h a p e .

J e s s i e  s t i l l  r e m e m b e r s  h e r  f i r s t  d a y  i n  S u n t r a n a .  A 

n e i g h b o r  f i l l e d  h e r  i n  o n  t h e  t o w n  g o s s i p .  W h e n  S a r g e  c o m e  

h o m e  f r o m  t h e  m i n e  o n d  h e a r d  t h e  " n e w s , "  h e  a d v i s e d  h e r :

" Y o u  J u s t  b e l i e v e  w h a t  y o u  s e c  a n d  n o t  w h a t  y o u  h e a r . "

By t h e  l a t e  1 9 3 0 ' s ,  over  200 p e o p l e  were l i v i n g  i n
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R e a c h a b l e  o n l y  b y  r a i l ,  S u n t r a n a  p e o p l e  c a m e  a n d  w e n t  

v i a  t h e  " d o o d l e b u g . "  T h e  " d o o d l e b u g "  w a s  a s i n g l e  r a i l  c a r  

t h a t  t o o k  p a s s e n g e r s  b e t w e e n  t h e  H e a l y  d e p o t  a n d  S u n t r a n a .

L a t e r ,  a s c h o o l  a n d  t w o  c h u r c h e s  w e r e  b u i l t .  C o a t  

M a r y ' s ,  d i s c r e e t l y  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  o p p o s i t e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r i v e r  

f r o m  S u n t r a n ^ - — b u t  o n  t h e  w a y  h o m e  f r o m  t h e  t i p p l e ,  w a s  t h e  

l o c a l  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  f o r  " l a d i e s  o f  t h e  n i g h t " .

J e s s i e ' r e m e m b e r s  t h e -  t i m e  h e r  * f  i r s t " ' h u s b a n d  B o y d  f w e n t  

t o  G o a t  M a r  y  ' s -  t o - q u i e T f ^ a "  d i s t u r b a n c e ^ ”  H e *  t o l d  h e r  h e ' d -  b e '  

b a c k  s h o r t l y ' . " " ' S h e  g a v e - h i m  a n  h o t f r i *  T h e n  a r . o t h e r " ’h o u r .

T h e n  s h e  s h o t  " h e r  * .  3 5 7  ' t h r o u g h ' G o a  t  M e r y ' s  c h i m n e y r — As" ,  s h e  

p u t  i t ;  " P e o p l e  c a m e  r u n n i n g - o u t  • o f '  t h e *  h o u s e  i n  _e v * e r y * “ s l i a ' p e  

o f  u n d r e s s .  "

A n o t h e r  S u n t r a n a  c o u p l e  w o r k i n g  a t  C a p ' s  m i n e  w a s  E m i l  

a n d  R o s e  U s i b e l l i .  T h e  - D e p r e s s  i o n  c a u s e d  t h e m  t o  " s e e k  t h e i r

f o r t u n e -  i n • A 1 a s k a .* E m i l  c u t  w o o d  f o r  t h e  L a t h r o p  m i n e .
• • ; * «

R o s e  r e m e m b e r s  S u n t r a n a  a s  a g o o d  p l a c e  t o  r a i s e  

c h i l d r e n .  H e r  f i r s t  c h i l d ,  J o e  U s i b e l l i ,  w a s  b o r n  i n  a l o g  

c a b i n  t h e r e .  T h e  m a i n  p r o b l e m  s h e  h a d  w a s  k e e p i n g  h i m  o u t  

o f  t h e  r i v e r .  T h a t  w a s  s o l v e d  w i t h  a f e n c e  a r o u n d  t h e  y a r d .

E m i l  b r o u g h t  t h e  f i r s t  c a r ,  t r u c k  a n d  t r a c t o r  t o  

S u n t r a n a .  S k e p t i c  n e i g h b o r s  d e b a t e d  t h e  m e r i t s  o f  t h e s e  

p u r c h a s e s .  B u t  E m i l ' s  r i s k s  w e r e  r e w a r d e d .  I n  t h e  1 9 4 0 s ,  

t h e  U . S .  A r m y  n e e d e d  m o r e  c o a l  f o r  L a d d  F i e l d  ( F o r t  

W a i n w r i g h t ) .  E m i l — w i t h  t h e  o n l y  t r u c k  a n d  t r a c t o r  i n  

t o w n — w a s  r e c o m m e n d e d  f o r  o n e  o f  t h e  n e w  c o a l  l e a s e s .

• Emi l - and Rose t r a v e l e d  u p r i v e r - f r o m  S u n f r a n a  to " t h e i r  
• •  •

l e as e  s i t e - a r i d  s e t * o p  camp-.— So-be'gbn t he  town " of  Usl  b r i l l " ,
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B e y o n d  U s i b e l l i ,  a l a r g e  c a n y o n  l o o m s  i n  t h e  d i s t a n c e .  

T h e  c a n y o n  i s  l o c a l l y  c a l l e d  t h e  H y d r a u l i c  P i t .  E m i l  

p i o n e e r e d ' o p e n - p i t  c o a l  m i n i n g  i n "  A l a s k a ' . '  He  m i n e d  t h i s  p i t  

f o r  a t i m e  u s i n g  h y d r a u l i c  g x a n t s  o r  v a t e r  c a n n o n s .  T o d a y ,  

t h e  h i g h l i g h t  i s  s e e i n g  t h e  D a l i  s h e e p  t h a t  f r e q u e n t  t h e  

p i t .

T h e ’ s h e e p  l i k e  t h e  s h e l t e r  o f  t h e  s t e e p  p i t  w a l l s .

No h u n t i n g  i s  a l l o w e d .  I n  t h e  s p r i n g ,  t h e  s h e e p  b e a r  t h e i r  

l a m b s  i n  t h e  c a n y o n .  I n  t h e  f a l l ,  t h e y  c o m e  d o w n  t o  t h e  

c a n v o n  f r o m  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  f o r  w a r m t h .

T h e  s h e e p  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  U s i b e l l i ' s  

r e c l a m a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  T h e  H y d r a u l i c "  P i t  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  t o  b e  

r e c l a i m e d .  E m i l ' s  s o n  J o e  U s i b e l l i  w a s - a  p i o n e e r  i n  * t h e  

t r u e s t  s e n s e . - — He  ' i n s 1 1 1 u  t e d  r e c l a m a t i o n * ' f i v e  ' y e a f s ' b e f o r e  

i t  w a s  r e q u i * r e ‘ d ~ b y  l a w .

T h e  r o a d  b e y o n d  t h e  H y d r a u l i c  P i t  b e c o m e s  f o u r - w h e e l  

d r i v e .  I t  l e a d s  t o  a n o t h e r  p i t ,  m o r e  r e c e n t l y  r e c l a i m e d .

. F o x c s " * a n d  b i r d s  * a r e " j u s t  " s t a r  t i n g  ~ t 6 ' ” r e t u r n ' " £ o  t h i s  p i t .  

M o o s e '  a n d  ' s h e e p ’ a r ’e  ’ e x p e c T c d '  i i i “  t h e  ' f u t u r e .

C a p  L a t h r o p  d i e d  o n  t h e  S u n t r a n a  t i p p l e  t r a c k s  i n  t h e  

e a r l y  1 9 5 0 s .  U s i b e l l i  b o u g h t  o u t  t h e  c o m p a n y  t h a t  a c q u i r e d  

C a p ' s  a s s e t s .  ’ U s i b e l l i  a l s o  b o u g h t  o  u t f ~ H i  s* ’ ’o  w n "  p a r  t ' r f e ' r  , \ " T .

E*. " T h a d "  S a n f o r d .

•- A s  S a r g e  r e c a l l s  i t ,  T h a d ' t r i e d  f i r s t  t o  b u y o u t '  E m i l .  

T h a d  s a " i d  t o  E m i l ,  " I ' l l  " g i v e  y o u  $ 1 l  -,“0 0 G " f o i ‘~ y t > u ' r * ' s h a r e , . ' . '  

E r a i l " ' i - e p l l e d  , " I ' l l  * g i  v e  y o u  $ 2 2  , 0 0 0  " f o r "  }  o u r s . - " " "  T h a d  s o l d  

t o  t h e  h i g h e r -  b i d d e r . - —
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J e s s i e ,  S a r g e  a n d  R o s e  r e m e m b e r  t h e  1 9 5 0 s  a s  a t i m e  o f  

c a m a r a d e r i e .  P e o p l e  p l a y e d  c a r d s ,  h e l d  d a n c e s  a n d  s p o n s o r e d  

m o v i e s .

A f t e r  t h e  r o a d  f r o m  F a i r b a n k s  w a s  b u i l t ,  T h e  H e a l y

H o t e l ,  O t t o  L a k e  L o d g e  a n d  t h e  H e a l y  R o a J h o u s e  b e c a m e  p l a c e s

t o  g o  f o r  f u n .  " R a i 1 r o a d e r s ,  p o w e r  p e o p l e  a n d  m i n e  p e o p l e  
0

w o u l d  g o  t o g e t h e r  f r o m  p l a c e  t o  p l a c e .  P e o p l e  w o u l d  b r i n g  

f o o d  a n d  w e ' d  h a v e  a p o t l u c k  a n d  d a n ^ e , "  r e c a l l s  J e s s i e .

By t h e  1 9 7 0 ' s ,  m i n e  e x p a n s i o n  w a s  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  n u m b e r  

o f  p e o p l e  i n  S u n t r a n a .  T h i s  c a u s e d  g r o w i n g  h o u s i n g  d e m a n d s  

f o r  t h e  p r i m e  h o m e o w n e r - - U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e ,  I n c .  T h e  

c o m p a n y  w a s  b e g i n n i n g  t o  s p e n d  m o r e  o n  h o u s i n g  t h a n  a 

m i n i n g .

S i n c e  a n e w  m i n e  p i t  a n d  t i p p l e  w e r e  t o  b e  o p e n e d  n e a r  

H e a l y ,  t h e  c o m p a n y  a l s o  d e c i d e d  t o  r e l o c a t e  h o u s i n g  t h e r e .

' L a n d  w a s  l e a s e d  f r o m  t h e * " r a i l T o a ' d " ~ a n d ' ~ s u b l e a s e d - t o  a n y o n e ,  

w h o  w a n t e d  I t . ’ M i n e r s - w e r e  e n c o u r a g e d  " t o " * o w n  t h e i r  . . o w n  

h o m e s ; — T h ¥  r e s T u l t  \ 7 a s ~ t h e  T r i - V a l I " e y ' ~ s u b d i v i s J  ox i~  S o m e  

m i n e r s  m o v e d  t h e i r  o l d  S u n t r a n a  h o u s e s  t o  H e a l y .

T n e  S u n t r a n a  t i p p l e  l o a d e d  i t s  l a s t  c o a l  a b o u t  1 9 7 9 .

B u t  m e m o r i e s  l i n g e r .  J e s s i e  a n d  S a r g e  t a k e  r e g u l a r  t r i p s  t o  

s e e  t h e  o l d  t i p p l r . R o s e  t h i n k s  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p r e s e r v e d .

F o ' r  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  c o a l  m i n e  f a m i l i e s  h o v e  n o w  

t r a v e l e d  t h e  r o a d  t o  S u n t r a n a .  T h e  n e w e s t  g e n e r a t i o n  

e x p l o r e  o l d  m i n e  t r a i l s  a n d  t a k e  v i s i t o r s  t o  s e e  t h e  s h e e p .

T h e y  p o i n t  o u t  a b a n d o n e d  h i s t o r i c  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  r e c a l l ,  f o r  

a m o m e n t ,  t h e i r  f a m i l y ' s  r o l e  i n  a v a n i s h i n g  A l a s k a n  

h i s t o r y .

 • - ■ .  W k 1 ' • , ' U  l i / i H t i ' C ' i t t t i J t i .  I '»      • _
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F o r  t h e  l a s t  15 y e a r s ,  U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e ,  I n c . ,  . l o c a t e d  I n  

H e a l y ,  h a s  been  t h e  o n l y  c o m m e r c i a l  c o a l  m i n e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  A l a s k a .  

Th e  m in e  i s  s i t u a t e d  o n  t h e  t h e  n o r t h  s i d e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  Range  a b o u t  

120 m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  n o t  f a r  f r o m  D e n a l i  N a t i o n a l  P a r k .  

B e n e a t h  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  v a l l e y s  i n  t h i s  a r e a  i s  a  l a r g e  c o a l  b a s i n ,  

t h e  Nenana  C o a l  F i e l d ,  w i t h  c o a l  r e s e r v e s  p r e d i c t e d  t o  l a s t  o v e r  o n e  

h u n d r e d  y e a r s  i f  m in e  p r o d u c t i o n  r e m a i n s  a t  t h e  c u r r e n t  r a t e .  . M i n e r s  

. h a v e . w o r k e d  t h e  Nenana  C o a l  F i e l d  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 0 0 ' s ,  b u t  t o d a y  

o n l y  o n e  m in e  r e m a i n s  a c t i v e ,  s u p p l y i n g  s u b - b i t u m i n o u s  c o a l  t o  

i n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  and  f o r  e x p o r t  t o  K o r e a .

Th e  Nenana C o a l  F i e l d ,  r u n n i n g  a l o n g  t h e  N e na n a  R i v e r ,  i s  one  

o f  t h e  many c o a l  b a s i n s  i n  A l a s k a  and  r e p r e s e n t s  o n l y  a  v e r y  s m a l l  

p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  c o a l  r e s o u r c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  A l a s k a  i s  e s t i m a t e d  

t o  h o l d  a b o u t  1 / 2  o f  a l l  t h e  c o a l  i n  t h e  U . S .  a nd  p o s s i b l y  a b o u t  1 / 6  

o f  a l l  t h e  c o a l  i n  t h e  w o r l d .  E n e r g y  h a s  become a c r i t i c a l  i s s u e  t o  

A l a s k a n s ,  and  c o a l  i s  d e v e l o p i n g  a s  a m a j o r  e n e r g y  r e s o u r c e  w i t h  

p o t e n t i a l  e x p a n d e d  u s a g e  n o t  o n l y  i n - s t a t e  b u t  f o r  a  m a j o r  f o r e i g n  

e x p o r t  m a r k e t  a s  w e l l .  U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  h a s  k e p t  p a c e  w i t h  t h e  

i n d u s t r y ' s  d e v e l o p m e n t s  by k e e p i n g  a  k e e n  e y e  on  t h e  f u t u r e  w h i l e  

n e v e r  f o r g e t t i n g  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  i t s  h e r i t a g e .

Th e  f o u n d e r ,  o f  U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e ,  E m i l  U s i b e l l i ,  c a m e .. t o  

. A l a s k a  i n  1 9 3 5 , . , t o . . w o r k . „  a t . . t h e  E v a n s  J o n e s  M i n e  i n  t h e  M a t a n u s k a  

V a l l e y ,  Two y e a r s  l a t e r ,  h e ^ Q & ; . c L , t o . J S u q t r f l n f lw a n ( i , , WQKkfi<L.i .n >a n  

JlWlSDTftU'T f m U r m  T  hpfi-hv -thP---H£^lv.JtLver.■ Cna■I- - . 

S u n t r a n a  i s  l o c a t e d  i n .  t h e  . . v a l l e y  a d j a c e n t . t o  t h e  p r e s e n t  d a y  m i n i n g
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p p e r n t i o n .  O u t c r o p p e d ,  o n . - t h e  . s t e e p  b l u f f s  w h i c h  f l a n k ,  t h e  S u n t r a n a  

V a l l e y  a r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  . . d i s p l a y e d  c o a l  seam s.  T h e s e  s t e e p l y  i n c l i n e d  

b l a c k  seams a r e  a c o n s t a n t  r e m i n d e r  o f  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  c o a l  f o u n d  i n  

t h i s  r e g i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The e a r l i e s t  s e t t l e r s  h e r e  w e r e  A t h a b a s c a n  

I n d i a n s  who g a v e  S u n t r a n a  i t s  name w h i c h  means " b u r n i n g  h i l l s "  i n  

t h e i r  l a n g u a g e .  Th e  c o a l  seams o f t e n  s p o n t a n e o u s l y  c o m b u s t  c a u s i n g  

s moker  t o  r i s e  f r o m  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  t h e  m o u n t a i n  s i d e .  Many., v i s i t o r s  

i n c l u d i n g  g e o l o g i s t s ,  o f t e n  t r a v e l  t o  t h i s  a r e a  e s p e c i a l l y  t o  s t u d y  a n d  

v i e w  t h e  u n i q u e  h i l l s i d e s  w h i c h  h a v e  been e r o d e d  away  t o  r e v e a l  l a y e r s  

o f  c o a l ,  s a n d s t o n e  a n d  c l a y ,  r i c h  w i t h  p l a n t  f o s s i l s  a nd  c a p p e d  by  

t h x c k  a c c u m u l a t i o n s  o f  g r a v e l

I n  a n d  a r o u n d  S u n t r a n a  a r e  r e m a i n s  o f  p a s t  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s ;  

c l o s e d - u p  e n t r a n c e s  t o  t u n n e l s ,  p i e c e s  o f  o l d  m a c h i n e r y  a n d  h i s t o r i c  

s t r u c t u r e s .  M o s t  o f  t h e  m i n i n g  d o n e  h e r e  i n  t h e  e a r l y  d a y s  was 

u n d e r g r o u n d .  C o a l  was  - t r a n s p o r t e d  by  h o r s e - d r a w n  s l e d s  u n t i l  t h e  

A l a s k a  R a i l r o a d  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1922 .

When E m i l  U s i b e l l i  b eg a n  w o r k i n g  i n  S u n t r a n a ,  t h e  H e a l y  R i v e r  

C o a l  C o r p o r a t i o n ,  owned a n d  o p e r a t e d  by  C a p t a i n  L a t h r o p ,  p r o d u c e d  

n e a r l y  h a l f  o f  a l l  t h e  c o a l  m in e d  i n  A l a s k a .  W i t h  t h e  a r r i v a l  o f  

W o r l d - W a r  I I  i n  1941 a n d  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b u i l d - u p  w h i c h  o c c u r r e d  i n  

A l a s k a  d u r i n g  a n d  a f t e r  t h e  w a r ,  many c o a l - p r o d u c e r s  a c q u i r e d  l e a s e s  

o n  m i l i t a r y  c o a l  r e s e r v e s  a n d  o p e r a t e d  u n d e r  U . S .  Army l i c e n s e s .  

U s i b e l l i  was among t h e m ,  a n d  i n  1948 e l e v e n  y e a r s  b e f o r e  A l a s k a ' s  

s t a t e h o o d ,  U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  was i n c o r p o r a t e d .

T h e . c o m p a n y  o p e n e d  a s  a  s m a l l  s u r f a c e  m i n e  e a s t  o f  S u n t r a n a  

- o p e r a t i n g  w i t h  o ne  s m a l l  c r a w l e r  t r a c t o r  a n d  t w o  t r u c k s .  By  1 950 ,  

m o s t  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  c o a l  m i n e s  o p e r a t i n g  u n d e r  g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t r a c t
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w e r e  b e g i n n i n g  t o  p h a s e  o u t .  T h i s  was a  boom o r  b u s t  t i m e  f o r  t i e  

c o a l  b u s i n e s s ;  some s u r v i v e d  b u t  m o s t  d i d n ' t .  U s i b e l l i  was d e t e r m i n e d  

t o  s t a y  i n  b u s i n e s s .  I n  196 1 ,  U s i b e l l i  p u r c h a s e d  t h e  S u n t r a n a  

p r o p e r t y  w h e r e  h e  had  w o r k e d  a s  a  new comer  t o  t h e  a ^ e a .  Two y e a r s  

l a t e r  t h e  f a c i l i t y  was s h u t  d own .  E v e n t u a l l y  a l l  u n d e r g r o u n d  m i n e s  i n  

t h e  a r e a  c l o s e d ,  a nd  U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  f o c u s e d  a l l  e f f o r t s  on  s u r f a c e  

m i n i n g  w h i c h  i s  t h e  m e th o d  o f  o p e r a t i o n  s t i l l  u s e d  by  t h e  company 

t o d a y .

I n  196 4 ,  E m i l  U s i b e l l i  was k i l l e d  i n  a  m i n i n g  r e l a t e d  a c c i d e n t .

H i s  s o n ,  J o s e p h  U s i b e l l i ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  t o o k  o v e r  a s  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  

company  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  m in e  a l o n g  w i t h  h i s  s i s t e r  and  

f i v e  o f  h i s  c h i l d r e n  who a r e  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  m i n e ' s  o p e r a t i o n ,  e i t h e r  

f u l l - t i m e  o r  p a r t - t i m e .

As c o n s u m p t i o n  o f  c o a l  i n  t h e  i n t e r i o r  i n c r e a s e d ,  t h e  

c o r p o r a t i o n ,  u n d e r  i t s  new  l e a d e r s h i p ,  e x p a n d e d  t o  k e e p  p a c e  w i t h  

A l a s k a ' s  e n e r g y  n e e d s .  I n  197 0 ,  t h e  l a s t  r e m a i n i n g  c o m p e t i t o r  i n  t h e  

a r e a ,  V i t r o  M i n e r a l s  M i n e ,  was p u r c h a s e d  by U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e ,  

l e a v i n g  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n  a s  t h e  o n l y  c o m m e r c i a l  c o a l  m in e  o p e r a t i n g  i n  

t h e  s t a t e .  S h o r t l y  t h e r e a f t e r ,  U s i b e l l i  s i g n e d  i t s  f i r s t  l o n g - t e r m  

m i l i t a r y  c o n t r a c t  t o  s u p p l y  c o a l  t o  t h e  m i l i t a r y  b a s e s  o f  i n t e r i o r  

A l a s k a .  T h i s  was a n  i m p o r t a n t  s t e p  t o w a r d s  s e c u r i n g  a  m a r k e t  f o r  t h e  

c o a l  m i n e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h i s  p r o g r e s s  was  n o t  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d .  

U s i b e l l i  r e a l i z e d  t h a t  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e m a i n  c o m p e t i t i v e ,  s o p h i s t i c a t i o n  

and  i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  o f  m i n i n g  o p e r a t i o n s  a nd  b u s i n e s s  a c t i v i t i e s  

was e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  f u t u r e .  M a j o r  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y ' s  

o r g a n i z a t i o n  w e r e  made.  I n d i v i d u a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  s u c h  a s  E n g i n e e r i n g ,  

A c c o u n t i n g ,  S a f e t y  a nd  R e c l a m a t i o n  w e r e  e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  o r d e r  t o
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d e v e l o p  n e e d e d  a r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e .

P e r h a p s  t h e  m o s t  p i o n e e r i n g  and  a t  t h e  same t i i n e  s a t i s f y i n g

e f f o r t  i n  t h e  c o m p a n y ’ s  r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  was t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  an

a c t i v e  r e c l a m a t i o n  p r o g r a m .  R e c l a m a t i o n  e f f o r t s  a t  U s i b e l l i  began i n  

1971 p r i o r  t o  and  i n  a n t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  S u r f a c e  and 

R e c l a m a t i o n  A c t  o f  1977-  T h i s  A c t  r e q u i r e s  m i n e r s  t o  a d h e r e  t o  s t r i c t  

r e g u l a t i o n s  d e f i n i n g  r e c l a m a t i o n  e f f o r t s .  R e c l a m a t i o n  i s  t h e  f i n a l  

s t a g e  i n  t h e  i n i n i n g  p r o c e s s  and  i s  a l o n g  y e t  n e c e s s a r y  p r o c e d u r e  

w h i c h  a t t e m p t s  t o  r e t u r n  m in e d  l a n d  t o  a  c o n d i t i o n  w h i c h  c l o s e l y

a p p r o x i m a t e s  i t s  o r i g i n a l  a p p e a r a n c e .  A m a j o r  g o a l  i s  t o  r e t u r n  m in e d

l a n d  t o  an  a e s t h e t i c a l l y  a t t r a c t i v e  s t a t e  c o m b in e d  w i t h  p r o d u c t i v e  use  

s u c h ' a s  f o r  w i l d l i f e  l a D i t a t .  U s i b e l l i ' s  r e c l a m a t i o n  p r o g r a m  h a s  

p r o v e n  v e r y  s u c c e s s f u l .  R e c l a i m e d  r o a d s i d e s ,  v a l l e y s  and  h i l l s  a r e  

b l a n k e t e d  w i t h  v e g e t a t i o n  and  a t t r a c t  a v a r i e t y  o f  w i l d l i f e  a s  w e l l  a s  

many v i s i t o r s  who come t o  o b s e r v e  r e s p o n s i b l e  d e v e l o p m e n t  and 

e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e c l a m a t i o n  w o r k i n g  s i d e  by  s i d e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  c h a n g e s  i n  c o r p o r a t e  s t r u c t u r e  w h i c h  

U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  a d o p t e d ,  t h e  company  r e a c t e d  t o  t h e  i n c r e a s e  i n  

demand f o r  c o a l  by m a k i n g  s i g n i f i c a n t  c a p i t a l  i m p r o v e m e n t s .  I n  1977,  

a  3 3 - c u b i c  y a r d ,  w a l k i n g  d r a g l i n e  was p u r c h a s e d .  T h i s  m a c h i n e ,  w h i c h  

i s  u s e d  f o r  s t r i p p i n g ,  w e i g h s  A , 2 7 5 , 0 0 0  p o u n d s  a n d  i s  t h e  s i n g l e  

l a r g e s t  p i e c e  o f  m i n i n g  e q u i p m e n t  u s e d  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  t o d a y .  

U s i b e l l i  h a s  i n v e s t e d  i n  a  new b a c k h o e  u s e d  f o r  l o a d i n g  c o a l ,  a  new 

s h o v e l  f o r  s t r i p p i n g ,  t h r e e  C a t e r p i l l a r  D - 1 0 ' s ,  and  a  f l e e t  o f  s e v e n  

new r o c k  a nd  c o a l  t r u c k s ,  e a c h  w i t h  a  7 5 - t o n  bed  c a p a c i t y .^ - A new c o a l  l o a d - o u t  . f a c i l i t y ,  k n o w n a s  . * , . a  . t i p p l e * — was*  

c o n s t r u c t e d  i n  1982.  The t i p p l e  i s  a  c o a l - p r o c e s s i n g  c e n t e r  w h e r e  c o a l

> j^  7 7 /  c  c l o t  1 W c  C  4  T
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i s  c r u s h e d  a nd  c a r r i e d  by  c o n v e y o r  b e l t  t o  an A - f r a m e  b u i l d i n g  f o r  

s t o r a g e .  R a i l r o a d  c a r s  t r a v e l  o n  a  t r a c k  w h i c h  r u n s  t h r o u g h  a  t u n n e l  

d i r e c t l y  u n d e r n e a t h  t h e  A - f r a m e .  C o a l  f r o m  t h e  A - f r a m e  i s  r e l e a s e d  

t h r o u g h  a  c h u t e  and  l o a d e d  d i r e c t l y  i n t o  R a i l r o a d  c a r s  f o r  d e l i v e r y  t o  

c u s t o m e r s .

The  c o m p a n y ' s  new h e a d q u a r t e r s  was c o m p l e t e d  i n  1983.  W i t h  a 

t o t a l - o f  A 6 , 0 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t  o f  f l o o r  s p a c e  a v a i l a b l e  on t h ;  ee f l o o r s ,  

t h i s  b u i l d i n g  h o u s e s  t h e  o f f i c e ,  w a r e h o u s e  and  m a in  s h o p .  U s i b e l l i ' s  

o p e r a t i o n  h a s  b ee n  c o m p l e t e l y  c o m p u t e r i z e d  s i n c e  1975.  T h r e e  c o m p u t e r  

s y s t e m s  a r e  u s e d ;  a  H o n e y w e l l  U l t i m a t e  s y s t e m  and  t w o  H e w l e t t  P a c k a r d  

c o m p u t e r s  w h i c h  a r e  u t i l i z e d  s o l e l y  b y  t h e  E n g i n e e r i n g  D e p a r t m e n t .  

P r e s e n t l y ,  U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  e m p l o y s  120 men and  women.

A l t h o u g h  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  many c h a n g e s  h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  

g r o w t h  a nd  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o a l  m i n e ,  o w n e r s h i p  r e m a i n s  t o d a y  a s  

i t  d i d  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  U s i b e l l i  f a m i l y .  I n  1985,  U s i b e l l i  

C o a l  M in e  p r o d u c e d  a nd  s o l d  1 . 2  m i l l i o n  t o n s  o f  c o a l .  The company  

s u p p l i e s  c o a l  t o  e i g h t  m a j o r  c u s t o m e r s .  C o a l  i s  s e n t  n o r t h  t o  C l e a r  

A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  M u n i c i p a l  U t i l i t i e s  S y s t e m  f o r  t h e  C i t y  o f  F a i r b a n k s ,  

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a - F a i r b a n k s ,  E i e l s o n  A i r  F o r c e  B a s e ,  a nd  F o r t  

W a i n w r i g h t  Army B a s e .  I n  H e a l y ,  C o a l  i s  s u p p l i e d  t o  R e l i a b l e  C o a l ,  a 

r e t a i l  c o a l - s a l e s  o p e r a t i o n ,  a n d  G o l d e n  V a l l e y  E l e c t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  a 

m i n e - m o u t h  power '  p l a n t .  C o a l  i s  s e n t  s o u t h  t o  Sun E e l  S h i p p i n g  Company 

i n  S e w a rd  w h e r e  i t  i s  s h i p p e d  t o  S o u t h  K o r e a .  E x p o r t a t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n  

c o a l  t o  K o r e a ,  w h i c h  b eg a n  i n  198A,  h a s  d o u b l e d  U s i b e l l i ' s  p r o d u c t i o n  

and  r e p r e s e n t s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  s t e p  n o t  o n l y  f o r  t h e  company b u t  f o r  t h e  

e n t i r e  A l a s k a n  c o a l  i n d u s t r y  a s  w e l l .

C l e a r l y ,  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  e v o l u t i o n  o f  U s i b e l l i  C o a l  M i n e  h a s
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r e m a i n e d  s t a g n a n t .  J u s t  a s  i n  t i m e s  p a s t ,  t h e  c o a l  i n d u s t r y  w i l l  

c h a n g e  b r i n g i n g  f o r t h  new c o m p e t i t i o n ,  new m a r k e t s  and  new 

d e v e l o p m e n t s .  L o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  and  a n t i c i p a t i n g  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  w i l l  

d e t e r m i n e  w h a t  l i e s  a h e a d .  R e m em be r in g  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h o s e  f r o m  t h e  

p a s t  c a n  p r o v i d e  t h e  m o t i v a t i o n  t o  p a v e  t h e  w a y .  M e a n w h i l e ,  t h e  

h e r i t a g e  o f  o n e  A l a s k a n  c o a l  m in e  c o n t i n u e s .
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Suntrana:
Birthplace of 
Alaska’s coal 
industry

By

Catherine Usibelli

Little is known about the early mining days in the Healy area. Whal 
remains are some names, places and a few old photographs. Mining 
began in 1918 when construction of the Alaska Railroad reached the 
Healy River Coal Field located in the Nenana Coal Basin. The miners 
who first settled this area built their underground mines in a place 
called Suntrana.

Suntrana is located just east of Healy along Healy Creek which 
flows out of the Nenana River. Outcropped on the steep bluffs which 
flank the Suntrana Valley are prominently displayed coal seams. 
These steeply inclined black seams are a constant reminder of the 
abundance of coal found in this region.

Elements of time have eroded the landscape into unique layers of 
coal, sandstone and clay, rich with plant fossils and capped by thick 
accumulations of gravel. Many of the visible coal seams spontane­
ously burn, causing smoke to rise from the surface of the hilllside. 
Early settlerr in this valley were Athabascan Indians who gave Sun­
trana its name whi;h means "burning hills."

In and around Suntrana are remains ot past mining operations; 
closed-up entrances to tunnels, pieces of old machinery and historic 
structures. Coal was transported by horse-drawn sic is to Healy where 
it was used during construction of the railroad. The Healy River Coal 
Corporation, founded by Austin "Cap" Lathrop, was the first commer­
cial coal mining operation in Suntrana. In 1922, a railroad spur was 
built connecting Suntrana to the main line at Healy. Final completion 
of the Alaska Railroad occurred in 1923 when it reached the booming

Minerals commission
The Alaska Mineral Commission has voted to draft an Alaska min­

erals policy act to protect the interests of resource development.
Vice Chairman Darrell Spilde said a policy act would be a good 

vehicle to incorporate the Commission's goals and would provide a 
framework under which the Commission can address additional, more 
specific recommendations.

Spilde pointed out that Idaho adopted minerals policy legislation 
largely drafted by the Idaho Miners Association. It requires other legis­
lation and regulations to reflect the object,ves of the minerals policy. 
Both Idaho and Nevada have such policies.

"The most effective way to institutionalize change would be to 
legislate it,* said Spilde. "The Commission's policy recommendations 
would be most effective if they were enacted as law.*

Once in place, Spilde said all other government actions would have 
to be consistent with the Act. Spilde was recently appointed to RDC's 
State Board of Directors.

Paul Glavinovich, Director ol the Resource Developmen; Council's 
Minerals Division, told the Commission at its September 19 meeting 
that RDC is launching a legislative program to address problems with 
access, land use, water quality, permitting and regulations.

In terms ol access and land use, Glavinovich said a major concern 
is Iho preservation of access across federal conservation units and

Horse 'rawn sleds haul coal from the Suntrana coal field in the 1920s.

gold town of Fairbanks. A market was opened for supplying coal to 
Interior Alaska.

Until the early 1940s, the Healy River Coal Corporation produced 
nearly half the coal mined in Alaska. The rest came primarily from 
the Evan Jones Mine in the Matanuska Coal Field outside Anchorage. 
At this lime a new market for coal developed as a result of the military 
build-up in Alaska during and after World War II. Coal was needed 
to fuel and heat newly established military posts and airfields. A 
number of mines were opened in and around Suntrana under U. S. 
Army mining licenses. Among these was a small surface mine, the 
first of its kind, located just east of Suntrana. It was owned and oper­
ated by Emil Usibelli.

This was the forerunner to present day Usibelli Coal Mine which 
has been the only commercial coal mine operating in Alaska for the 
last fifteen years. The mine has long since moved from the Suntrana 
Valley, expanding into outlying areas also rich with coal.

Many generations of coal mine families have lived and worked in 
the Suntrana area. Evidence ol their past is limited to a lev/ old mine 
trails and some abandoned buildings. Their role in developing Alaska's 
mining industry should never be forgotten. Whal is left of their memory 
should be preserved as a reminder to future generations. There is a 
place where old and new remain side by side, together, as the begin­
ning and continuation of Alaska's coal mining heritage; a place called 
Suntrana.

to draft Alaska policy
vast areas of state land that have been classified into very restrictive 
land uses.

The RDC director said the Council plans to introduce legislation 
that would amend water quality standards and require a standard that 
is achievable through current technology. He said the Council intends 
to pursue policies that would designate the Division of Mining within 
the Department of Natural Resources as the lead agency in exploration 
and development permitting.

In addition, Glavinovich said "we will continue to argue that the 
regulation ol mining be based upon cost benefit analysis with economic 
considerations reflected in final regulation.*

At an earlier meeting in Fairbanks, the 11-member Commission 
focused on various factors contributing to tho underdevelopment ol 
Alaska's mineral industry. They include the following responses:

♦ Much of Alaska's land is unavailable for mineral entry or has 
significant restrictions on development.
• The legislature has no effective control over regulations, including 
authority to recall or annul administrative regulations that do not 
retied legislative intent. In some cases, the legislature has given 
overlapping authority to more than one department(Continued on pige 6) Octt>bcM986 /RESOURCE REVIEW / Pago 5
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USIBELLI COAL M INER
Usibelli Conl Mine, Inc., Usibelli, Alaska, September 19U5 Fage 1

Terminal Complete — Shipments Begin
The Seward Coal Term inal is a 

deep w ater port constructed in 
1984 by the Sunecl A laska Cor­
p o r a t i o n .  W i th  t h e  c o m ­
mencement of shipm ents of A las­
kan Coal to Korea Electric Power 
C orpo ration , th e  S ew ard  Coal 
Term inal will handle over twelve 
million tons of coal in the next 
fifteen years. Eleven people are 
em ployed fu ll tim e by S unecl 
Alaska with additional part-tim e 
employees w orking during  ship 
loading.

The Seward Coal Term inal was 
manufactured by Sam sung Heavy 
In d u stries  C om pany, Ltd. The 
$21-m ilIion-dollar pro ject w as 
financed by both private and pub­
lic funds. Chemical Bank of New 
York, Sun Eel Shipping Company, 
and the S tate of A laska were p ri­
mary financcrs of the project.

The term inal encompasses a l­
m ost 34 acres, leased from the 
A lask a  R a ilro ad . S h ip s up to
120,000 dead weight tons will u til­
ize the approximately 60-foot deep

basin. Coal arrives by rail into the 
term inal. A receiving hopper sys­
tem  and car dum p unload the coal. 
It is then  transported through an 
ex tensive conveyor belt system  
which has a total length of 6,590 
fe e t. A ra i lm o u n te d  s ta c k e r /  
reclaim er system  stockpiles the 
coal a t  a ra te  of 3,300 tons per 
hour. The stockpile capacity is
132,000 tons.

Approximately every 35 days, a 
Sun Eel Shipping Company vessel 
is loaded w ith  coal bound for 
S o u th  K o re a .  T h e  s t a c k e r /  
rcclaim orsystcm  reloads coal onto 
th e  conveyor system . The belt 
conveyor transports the coal to n 
fixed position slewing shiplonder. 
Coal is loaded into ships a t  a rate 
of 1,100 tons per hour.

Although coal is the only export 
product currently  handled by the 
Seward Coal Term inal, other pro­
ducts mny be shipped a t some fu­
tu re  date. The Seward Coal Ter­
minal is capable ofhandling other 
A laskan exportable commodities 
mu*k aa arain crrnvol. and other

Coal s tacker reclaim er builds and recovers the stockpile in 
Seward

New Hydraulic Shovel
Expected to arrive in late Sep­

tem ber, 1985 is U sibe lli Coal 
M ine’s new O&K RI1120C h y ­
draulic excavator. UCM is pur-

tivcly lightw eight and short cycle 
times. Because of the ir lower cost, 
they are rapidly displacing cable 
shovels in sizes up to tw enty cubic-
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USIBELLI COAL M INE, INC.
MARKETING 

2173 University Avenue So. 

Suite 101 

Fairbonks, Alaska 99709 

19071 479-2630 
FAX 479-2793

J a n u a r y  22 , 1 9 8 7

S e n a t o r  J a c k  C o g h i l l ' s  O f f i c e  

P o u c h  V ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k ” 9 9 8 1 1

A T T N :  B r u c e  G e r a g h t y / E l i z a b e t h  Z i e g l e r

D e a r  B r u c e / E l i z a b e t h :

E n c l o s e d  a r e  t w o  s e t s  o f  p h o t o g r a p h s  ( o l d  a n d  n e w )  o f  S u n t r a n a .  

I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  s u g g e s t e d  c u t - l i n e s  o n  e a c h  p h o t o g r a p h  f o r  o n e  

set.

I h o p e  t h e  e n c l o s e d  w i l l  b e  s u f f i c i e n t  f o r  y o u r  p u r p o s e s  

a t  t h i s  p o i n t  in t i m e .  P l e a s e  l e t  m e  k n o w  i f  t h e r e  is a n y t h i n g  

f u r t h e r  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  n e e d .

Y o u r  e f f o r t s  o n  o u r  b e h a l f  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C a t h e r i n e  A. U s i b e l l i  

M A R K E T I N G  A S S I S T A N T

e n c l .



S e n a t o r  HJofytt J® . Qfack) (EogfytU

Pouch V
Juscau, Alaska 99811 
(907)1654921

^lasfea J&tntc ^legislature

H<n 55028
North Pole, Alaska 99705 
(907)188-0862

J a n u a r y  2 2 ,  1987

C c n m is s io n e r  B ra d y  
400 W i l lo u g h b y  C e n te r  
J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  99811

D e a r  C c n m is s io n e r  B ra d y ;

T h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c o a l  m in in g  a r e a  i n  my d i s t r i c t  i s  t h e  S u n tra n a  
s i t e ,  n e a r  H e a ly .  C o a l h a s  b e e n  e x t r a c t e d  f r c m  t h i s  a re a  s in c e  1918 and  
t h e  s i t e  s t i l l  c o n t a in s  re m n a n ts  o f  th e s e  p a s t  o p e r a t io n s .  S t i l l  
s t a n d in g  i s  a  c o a l  lo a d in g  d e v ic e ,  c a l l e d  a  t i p p l e ,  a n d  v a r io u s  
b u i l d i n g s .  I  t h i n k  t h e  a re a s  s h o u ld  b e  p r e s e r v e d  a n d  h a v e  d r a f t e d  
l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  a c h ie v e  t h i s  g o a l .

I  u n d e rs ta n d  t h a t  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  M in in g  a n d  G e o lo g y  i s  a t t e m p t in g  
t o  h a v e  t h i s  a re a  r e c la im e d  t o  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t .  T h is  w o u ld  c e r t a i n l y  
r u i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t h e  S u n tra n a  s i t e .  I  
b e l i e v e  i t  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e  t o  h o ld  o f f  o n  a n y  
r e c la m a t io n  a c t i o n ,  e s p e c ia l l y  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h i s  p e n d in g  l e g i s l a t i o n .

P le a s e  l e t  ire  kn ow  a t  y o u r  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n ie n c e  i f  we a r e  i n  
a g re e m e n t o n  t h i s  is s u e .
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