


STATE OF ALASKA
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

DMION BILL NUVBR PONSCR
Commissioner s Offi ;e SB 75 Senator Paul Fischer
Neutral
QAIE COWISQEIMIUNATLRE /)
Roland Shanks 3/6/87 w-e. A@I
SUMMARY
QONSTITUENT GROLPS) AFECTED BY BILL

department of Revenue

CRGANZATIONAL OPCETIONTOBILL
Alaska Outdoor Council None known
D nore R] fiscal noteattacned (prepared by Dept, of Revenue)

INTENT

The bill would repeal the $.25 resident sport fishing, hunting and
trapping license.

this legislation become law, all sport fishermen, hunters, and
would be required to purchase licenses at the full fee cost
y harvest fish, game, and fur animals. The Department of
has estimated the increase 1in revenue which would be realized
Fish and Game Fund on the attached fiscal note.

KEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOA AODFDOMAL COMMENTS OS ANALYSIS.



STATE OF ALASU 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
Bill Version: 8 B
REQUEST, Publish Date:
evision Date: Agency Affected: Rmnufi

Title: An Act Repealing the 25 resident BRU: Public Services Division

hunting, trapping 8 sport fishing license

Sponsor:  Fischer Components:

Requestor: Senate Resources

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING 1 P87 I Y88 1 Frsg
| PERSONAL SERVICES

j TRAVEL 3.0

J CONTRACTUAL 6.0

J SUPPLIES 1.0

J EQUIPVENT

J LAND & STRUCTURES
J grants/clains

1 MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAI OPERATING 0 10.0 -0-
I CAPITAL .1-0- I -0- -0-

| REVENE Fish . Game F.d | -0- | 101.3 | 200.6

FUNDING:__ (Thousands of Dollars)

I 9O 1T A 1 WO I

| 198.6 | 1%.6 | 194.7

| GENERAL FUND | 10.0
j FEDERAL FUNDS |+

ot*er T
I TQTAL J -0- 1

POSITIQHNS,
| FULL-TIME

j PART-TIME
| TEMPORARY

10.0

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page if necessary

Prepared by:
Division: Public Services

Approved by Commissioner:.
Agency: Revenue

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note!:
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management & Budget
Impacted Agency!ies)
Senate Secretary

-0- -0- I -0-
Phone: *65-2392

Date:" f7
Date:.

page _L of JL



Alaska State Legislature

Senator Paul A. Fischer Vihile inJuneaul
Senate District D Pouch V
Box 784 V¥ Q ) Juneau, Alaska 99811
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 T (907) 465-3791
(907) 262-9420 W
262-9269 H state Senate
MEMORANDUM
TO: Senator Jack Coghill, Chairman
Senate Resources Committee
FROM: Senator Paul Fischer
SUBJECT: Senate Bill 75

(repealing the 25-cent resident hunting, trapping,
and sport fishing license)

DATE: January 27, 1988

I would appreciate your scheduling the above referenced bill
before the Senate Resources Committee at your earliest
possible convenience.

PAF/sgn



Alaska iI>tate Hegttflature
Senate Bteourcesf Committee
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Sui Lloyd Jones
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AGENDA
MARCH 9/ 1987

SENATE RESOURCES

Call to order, Roll call
This week"s schedule
Wednesday: Alaska Loggers Assn. Overview

Jones "™ Act
Sierra Club v, BLM amicus brief

Today"s meeting - N

First we will hear a briefing from the Limited Entry Commission

ON its decision to limit entry to the herring roe on kelp or pounding

Fisvaguyv
Il v

A1V, L.Jdnext we will take up Senate Concurrent Resolution M on the
"MANAGEMENT OF SAND AND GRAVEL. THIS IS A COUNTERPART TO SB 71 WE PASSED

OUT OF COMMITTEE LAST WEEK,

v, We HAVE TWO BILLS DEALING WITH HUNTING AND FISHING LICENSE FEES,
SB 75 REPEALS THE 25 CENT LICENSE FORJHME4~0-HAVE_SHOVIN THEY ARE
ECONOMICALLY DISADYANTAGESMAND SB 129 RAISES THE FEES,

Let"s begin with SB 75.
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Senate iftfaources Committee
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CaVMITTEE SCHEDULE
SENATE COMMITTEE ON RESOURCES

MARCH 4-11

March 4: CSSB 62 (C&RA), Access to Recreational Areas
CSHB 26 (L&C), Sale of Milk Products
SB 130, Supplsnental Appropriation to DNR for
jeCO{ders' Offices

SB 112, Forest Management Agreements
SB 71, Management of Sand and Gravel
SJR 11, Repeal of the Jones Act

March 9: Briefing by Limited Entry Commission
SB 129, "Sporting Fishing and Hunting License"
SB 75, "Repeal of 25C Hunting & Fishing License”
SCR 4, "Management of Sand and Gravel"”

March 11 Alaska Loggers Assn. Overview
CSoft b7. A, tc



Official BuaineM

NAME

COMMITTEE: Subject of meeting:

SENATE RESOURCES SENATE BILL. 75

An Act Repealing The 25-Cent Resident
DATE: MARCH 9? 1987

Hunting, Trapping, And Sport Fishing

DO YOU WANT
ADDRESS PHONE REPRESENTING TO TESTIFY?



SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

FIRST COMMITTEE OF REFERRAL

Date of <L- Z.41 5-DAY NOTICE
IN ACCORDANCE WmrUNI®"FURM RULE 23
FURTHER: FINANCE

**FEISCAL NOTE(S) ATTACHED falkad
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 24.08.035
(see below)

1/20/87 DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE
Mr. President:

RESOURCES Committee considered

N

repealing the 25-cent resident hunting, trapping, and sport

fishing license.

and recommended:

[ 1 replace with CS I

[ ] attached amendment(s) and
[ ] do pass
[ ]do not pass
[ 1 no recommendation
[\Y individual recommendations

[ ] further referral to

[ ] letter of intent adopted and attached

** Committee ( ] attached or [ ] adopted fiscal note(s)
[ 1 zero [ 1 fiscal impact

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS

same title
new title

recommendation

I J Committee Backup Atta
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STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
BUI Versions SB 75
Publlsh Date:
REQUEST
Revision Oates Agency Affected: Public Safety

Title: An_Act refeal j ngthc 25" ££nt BRU: _FEsh_and W Tdlifc Proteftj on

resident hunting, trapping...licenses.."
Sponsor: Sen. Fischer Components : _tnforcement
Requestor: Senate Resources

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES:  (Thousands of Dollars
Fy 87 Fy 88 Fy 89 FY 90 Fy 91 FY 92
OPERATINC
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
I grantsa claTms
M1SCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

e :licapial :_: t q ~t— i_oi__tiiiil

FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)
CENERAL FUNDS 0 0 0 0 0 0
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER
TOTAL

POSITIONS:
full-tinml 0 0 0 0 0 0
PART-TIME
TEMPOPARY

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a soparate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact is anticipated.

Prepared by: _Kv_[e Weavor Phone: _ ?69*SS39
. wﬂlDivision: Fish and Wildlife Protection . . Date: 17267a7_
Approved by Commissioner: iliie£5 PN 2if Date:  1/1M/87

Agency: Pu»iif_Safet”
Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance

Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Agency(ies) page of
Senate Socretary

ZI



STATE OF ALASKA 1937 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

FISCAL NOTE
Bill Version: 88 7
IECUEST Publish Date:
Rev ision Date: Asencv Affected: Rgvenyo

Title: An Art Rece.illinc 25r rr-Odpnt BRU: Publ mm Snecei, Oivis™cr
hunt im. traooino A snort fishirui license

Snonsor:  Fisrhgr Components:

Requestor: Senate Resources

T EN3ITURES/CEZENUES:  (Thousands of Dol 3-,1

OPERATING 13 VHPB 1S9 1 Fgp 1A !HR
PERSONAL SERVICES 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 -
TRAVEL /1l - 1 20} - 1 - 1 - 1 -
CONTRACTUAL i1 - 1 00} - 1 - 1 - 1 -
SUPPLIES i - 1 101 - 1 - 1 - 1 -
EQUIPVENT 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 -
LAND 6 STRUCTURES 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 -
GRANTS/CLAINS i - I i - 1 - 1 -
MISCELLANEOUS 1 -1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 -
TOTAL OPERATING 1 -0 1 00 i O | o 1 O | -0-
CAPITAL 10 1o 10 |+ |0 120
RAVENIE Fish A Care fud | O- I 101.3 1 200.6 | 1086 | 19%.6 [ 194.7
FUNOING:  (Thousand- of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 1 | 0} - 1 - 1 - 1

FEDERAL FUNDS | 1 - 1 - 1 - 1 - 1
OTHR 1 1 - 1 - i - 1 - 1 -
TOTAL 1 -3 I 100 ) o- 1 0 | 0 | -0-
sositionS: - m - @ 0m

FULL-TIME |

J PART-TIME J

I TEMPORARY |

ANALYSIS: Attach a separate page If necessary
V ’

Prepared by:,- Phone:
Division: Public Services Date
Approved Date:

Agency:

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal note):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management 4 Budget
Impacted Agency(ies)
Senate Secretary
page J_ of



Department of Revenue Page 2 February 2, 1987
Public Services Divisioti

SB 75 Analysis

This bill would repeal the 2! resident hunting, trapping and sport fishing
license.

Proposed Amendment: Fish and Game Licenses are sold on a calendar year
basis. Therefore, both the Expenditure and Revenue estimates are based on an
effective date of January 1. 1983. If this effective date is not included in
the bill, additional expenses would be incurred to reprint and redistribute
licenses 1in the middle of a licensing year; to inform License Officers of the
change; and to reprogram the 1987 Fish and Game License computer files.

Estimated Expenditures are based cr. the following:

200 - T avel 5 3,000.00
License Officer training sessions
will be scheduled ir. Anchorage,
Fairbanks, Kenai Peninsula, i."asilla/
Palmer, Juneau, Sitka and Ketchikan.

300 - Contractual 6,000.00
Printing $ 2,850.00
Postage 2,150.00
Advertising 1,000.00

These costs are for printing and
mailing notifications of the repeal
of the 25d license to License
Officers; and for updating,
reprinting and distributing the
License Officer Instruction Manual.

400 - Supplies 1,000.00
Covers for Manuals $ SC0.00
Envelopes 2C0.00

TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES j 10,000.00

3685F



Department of Revenue Page 3 February 2, 1987
Public Services Division

SB 75 Analysis

Estimated Revenues accruing to the Fish and Game Fund are based on the
assumption that each Jlicensee currently purchasing a 25d |1:cense would
purch.se a license at full cost. Estimated license sales are based on the
percentage of each type of resident license class sold in FY 86. An estimated
decrease 1in sales of 1% per year has been assumed based on FY 86 actual sales.

Estimate of Additional Revenue

Resident l.ior.:".m Type r Sold % of Add’1 Sold Snort Fish Game
i"\be FY87 Fund Func

Fish 107,753 57% 3,140 $31,400
Hunt 20,04A 14% 1,999 23,988
Hunt/Trap 2,014 8.3 143 3,146
Fish/Hunt 42,948 23% 3,285 32,850 39,420
Fish/Hunt/Trap 8,566 4% 571 5,710 12,562
Trap 1,478 1% 143 1,430
Duck Stamps * N/A N/A 2,999 14.995
TOTAL 188,843 100% 17,280 $119,960 $95,541
Less 5% vendor commission (5,998) 4,777
Additional Accrual to Fish and Game Fund $113,962 $90,764

FY 87 Estimate **

It is assumed that 50% of hunters would purchase an Alaska Waterfowl
Conservation Stamp.

sva Revenue for FY88 is figured at 1/2 FY total per recommended effective
date of 1/1/88.

3685F



STATE OF ALASKA DILLVERSION: 5B 7°
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:

REQUEST - FISCAL NOTE

PUBLIC SAFFTY

Revision Date: ”

Title: "An Act repeal inn the 25 cent goyeyl1sL Ain rdmre Protection
resident huntinn, trappinn..license.
Sponsor:  senator Nseller conponents:, 1M WeierTT

Requestor Senate Hesources

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 Fy o1 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES

TRAVEL

CONTRACTUAL

SUPPLIES

EQUIPMENT

LAND & STRUCTURES -
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

TOTAL OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-
CAPITAL -0- -0- -0- _o- n- n-
REVENUE

FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND -0- -n- =  -0- -0- -n- —o-
FEDERAL FUNDS

OTHER N

TOTAL -ii- -0-

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -n-
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attachaseparate page ifnecessary)

No fiscal impa.t is anticipated.

t e S = A
E iy Captain Conrad Seibel, Operations Comnander ,, 269-5509
Hsh Kunidlife -~otoction SZ°L****x _

Approved by Commissioner: Date:
Agency: PUBLIC SAFETIr XT.
Distribution (by preparer): x Y }o

Legislative Finance

Legislative Sponsor

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget

Impacted Ageney(ies) page----- of-—-—---



STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION: SB 75

1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:
FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:
Revision Date:1/25/88 Agency Affected:Department of Revenue
Tltle:An Act Repealing the 25t resident BRU:Income and Excise Audit
hunting, trapping & sport fishing Hcen
Sponsor:Fischer Components:.

Reauestor:Senate Resources

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
| FY 89 FY 90 I FY 91 I FY 92 1FY 93 IFY 94

L OPERATING J I I I | |
PERSONAL SERVICES I |
TRAVEL 3.0
CONTRACTUAL 16.8
SUPPLIES 1.

EQUIPMENT

LANDS & STRUCTURES

GRANTS, CLAIMS

MISCELLANEOQUS 1 -
TOTAL OPERATING ] 20.8

o

1 CAPITAL 1 -0- | -0- | -0- | -0- | -0- | -0-
1 REVENUE I 101.3 | 200.6 | 198.6 | 196.6 | 194.7 | -0-

FUNDING:  (Thousands of Dollars)
| GENERAL FUND 20.8
FEDERAL FUNDS

|
| OTHER
I TOTAL 1 20.8 | -0- | -0- | -0- | -0- | -0-

POSITIONS:

| FULL-TIME
| PART-TIME
I TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS: See attached.

Prepared By: Steven E. Keitel™/#//.r< Phone: 465-2320
Olvlslon: |Income and Excise AUdIt Date: 1/25/88

Approved hy Commissioner: ~ Date :
Agency: /

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance
Legislative Sponsor
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(les) page 1 of 3



Prepared by: Steven E. Kettel
Department of Revenue

Income and Excise A"idlt Division
January 25, 1988

Estimated Expenditures are based on the following:
200 - Travel $ 3,000.00

License Officer training sessions
will be scheduled 1n Anchorage,
Fairbanks, Kenal Peninsula, Wasllla/
Palmer, Juneau, Sitka and Ketchikan.

300 - Contractual $16,775.00
Vendor Comm. $10,775.00
Printing $2,850.00
Postage 2,150.00

Advertising 1.000.00

These costs are for printing and
mailing notifications of the repeal

of the 25* license to License
Officers; and for updating, reprinting
and distributing the License Officer
Instruction Manual.

400 - Supplies $ 1.000.00
Covers for Manuals $ 800.00
Envelopes 200.00

TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURES $20.775.00

SB 75 Analysis

Estimated Revenues accrulnqg to the Flsh and Game Fund are based on the
assumption that each licensee currently purchasing a 25* license would
purchase a license at full cost. Estimated license sales are based on
the percentage of each type of resident license class sold 1n FY 86. -
estimated decrease 1n sales of 1M per year has been assumed based on Fi
86 actual sales.



SB 75 Analysis
Page 3

Resident License Type

F1sh

Hunt

Hunt/Trap
Flsh/Hunt
Fish/Hunt/Trap
Trap

Duck Stamps *

Total

Additional

# Sold
FY86

107,793
26,044
2,014
42,948
8,566
1,478
N/A

188.843

% of
Total

S57%
14%
1%
23%
4%
1%
N/A

100%

Estimate of Additional

Add"1 Sold
FY87

8,140
1,999
143
3,285
571
143
2.999

17.280

Less 5% vendor commissi.®

Accrual

to Fish and*Game Fund
FY 87 Estimate

Sport Flsh
Fund

$81,400

32,850
5,710

$119,960
(5.998)

$113,962

Revenue

Game
Fund

$
23,988

3,146
39,420
12,562

1,430
14,995

$95,541
4,777)

$90,764

* It 1is assumed that 50% of hunters would purchase an Alaska Waterfowl
Conservation Stamp.

** Revenue for FY 89 1s figured at 1/2 FY total

date of 1/1/89.

per recommended effective
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TO: RESOURCE COMMITTEE MEMBERS

FROM: COMMITTEE STAFF

RE: SB 75 "An Act repealing the 25 cent hunting,

and trapping license”

DATE: MARCH 9, 1987

CONTENTS OF FOLDER

1. STATEMENT AND POSITION OF SPONSOR

2. POSITION OF DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY

3. FISCAL NOTE FROM PUBLIC SAFETY

4. FISCAL NOTE FROM DEPARTMENT OF REVENUE

Box V
Aduiutfui. Alaskawet 11
(907)465-1907

fishing



Alaska State Legislature

Senator Paul A Fischer While nJunecu
Senate District D Pouch V
Box 784 il Juneau, Alaska 99811
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 (907) 465-3791
(907) 282-9420 W

262-9269 H State Senate

March 9, 1987
To: Senator Jack Coghill, Chairman
& Members of the Senate Resources
From: Senator Paul Fischer m jatf
Subject: SB 75, Repealing the 25 cent Hunting, Fishing &

Trapping License

SB 75 proposes to do away with the 25 cent hunting and fishing
license for low 1income users. This bill recognizes the fact that
much of rural Alaska and subsistence lifestyles are adequately
protected under other laws and that urban Alaskans are the ones
taking advantage of the 25 cent license.

This bill is a revenue generator. It assumes that fish and game
resources are important enough to current 25 cent license holders
that they will indeed buy a regular price license. It is hard to

conceive of many Alaskans who t"-uly cannot afford $10 or $12 for
the annual privilege of enjoying one of our most valued resources.
The 25 cent license is being abused by many people for whom it was
not intended, mostly urban residents.

This bill will also simplify Fish & Game Jlaws and thus, some
savings should be realized that are not easily identifier.

Your favorable consideration is appreciated.



BILL NO: SB 75 DATE: 1/26/87

TITLE: "~n Act repealing the 25-cent CONTACT: Capt. James Nutgrass
resident hunting, trapping Acting Director
and sport fishing licenses."”

lu >4
0 H

W The Division of Fish and Wildlife Protection maintains a neutral
H PFi position on this legislation.
5 <
W B
a The passage of this bill will not materially alter any of the
HO operations of the Division of Fish and Wildlife Protection.It could
Pi N have a more direct effect on the bush areas wherea more true
< -) subsistance life style exists.
PU «
Wt This bill could generate more revenue through the elimination of the
a Pi S.2J license by requiring all individuals to purchase a full priced

licence. This in effect should reduce the number of individuals who

purchase $.25 licenses, when in fact they do not qualify forthistype

of license as provided by statute. Another effect will bethat more
SL people will probably hunt, fish and trap without a license. In some

situations, buying a full license for all members in a family over 16
L could get expensive.

WILLITAM R. NIX
Acting Commissioner



N ational Rifle Association of America
Incorporated Ui

1600 Rhode Island Avenue .N.W.
Washington,D.C. 20036

Hope Andrews 9416 Longrun Drive
Field Representative Juneau AK 99801
Alaska 907/789-7422

March 6, 1987

Honorable John B. Coghill

Chairman, Senate Resources Committee
Alaska State Legislature

Pouch V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Coghill:

Please accept the following comments as official testimony of

the collective Alaskan membership of the National Rifle Assoc—
iation of America regarding SB 129, an act relating to increasing
the license fees for sport fishing, hunting and trapping.

As you are aware, the vast majority of the 22,000 NRA members

in Alaska are hunters. A significant number are competitive
shooters and all members are recreational shooters. Indeed the
number of recreational shooters increases each year in Alaska

as safe facilities are constructed, both indoor and outdoor
ranges. With this introduction, 1| would like to explain the
Association®s position on SB 129. First, as sportmer* NRA members
have always supported the professional and scientific management
of our fish and game resources. We also support hunter education
programs and the developement of safe shooting facilities to
instruct young or new hunters and shooters. Unfortunately, the
Alaska Department of Fish and Game are sponsoring this tax in—
crease bill without ever once contacting any of our membership

to explain what programs will benefit from this tax increase.

It seems reasonable that if we are being asked to pay more for

the priviledge of hunting that we should know how the opportunities
to hunt and to have safe places to shoot are going to be increased.
The beauracracy of the Fish and Game Department almost borders

on arrogance 1in the manner that they have methodically ignored
sport hunters and shooters in the past four years and now they arc
asking the tax payers to buy a "pig-in-a poke!



Senator John Coghill (continued) March 6, 1987

Page 2.

The NRA membership in Alaska would like to support SB 129

but until the Department of Fish and Game comes forward

with specific details of how this increase in funds is going
directly benefit the consamptive users as the primary benefici—
aries of the increase then we stand opposed to SB 129. Hunters
are essentially sick and tired with the way they have been
treated in recent years. Recreational shooters are also very
concerned that the Department has 1ignored their needs as well.

Thank you for letting me comment on this important piece of

legislation. If 1 can be of any further assistence please ad—
vise. My duties will take me out of town when this bill is be—
fore your committee next week. | will be available for oral

testimony after March 18th.



ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL, INC.

3780 McGiNNIS DR. JUNEAU, AK 99801
(907) 789-3450

March 7, 1987

Honorable Jack Coghill .
Chairman, Senate Resources Committee
Pouch U

Juneau, Ak. 99811

Dear Senator Coghill:

| would like to submit this letter as official testimony on
behalf of the Alaska Outdoor Council regarding Senate Bill
129.

For the record, the Alaska Outdoo. Council 1is a federation of
45 Alaskan s?ortsmen and outdoor organizations with a
membe'ship of over 10,000. We would request that this
testimony be entered on behalf of our statewide membership.

Sportsmen have consistently supPorted fish and wildlife
conservation programs throughout Alaska and the rest of the
country through voluntar){ personally imposed taxes and fees.
Alaskan sportsmen have also been strong supporters of
rofessional fish and wildlife management within the State.

his commitment is similarly directed at assuring proper _
funding of our fish and wildlife management programs. There s
|ittle "doubt that a close examination of our hunting and
fishing fees within Alaska will demonstrate that the cost of
participating is still one of the best buys in the country.

Unfortunately, the sportsmen of Alaska are concerned with the
present proposal. Our concerns are summarized below:

1. There has been no effort on the part of the
Administration to clearly establish why the funds are
needed and where the dollars will be sBent. Mo effort has
been made to inform the publ ic of the background
supporting this legislaiton.

2. Contacts with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game
indicate that additional fee increases are being
contemF_Iated for non-residents, resident tag fees and
other licenses. We are concerned that the whole issue of
management funding is being pieced together rather than
being submitted as a comprehensive funding package.

3. Inconsistent enforcement policies are causing the

funding load for Alaska's fish and wildlife management to
be carried by the remaining honest citizens.

Attainted wilh National Ritlo Association



4. The Boards of Fish and Game have not implemented the
new State subsistence law which could, unless fairly
implemented, require the more urban sportsmen to carry a
?reater financial share of the management program while at
he same time enjoying greatly reduced opportunities.

5. These fee increases are being heaped on the user
public at the same time that they are faced with endless
proposals to increase taxes and other fees to carry a
greatly bloated government.

6. Past practices of the Alaska Fish and Game Department
to tap license monies to pa¥ marginally justified programs
for non-targeted Divisions has eroded ‘the fish and
wildlife users faith in the Department's ability to
equitably and honestly distribute increased license
revenues.

7. The general sportsmen's trust and faith in the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game has severely eroded during the
past four years with increased hostilities bhetween user
groups, losses of State's Rights to manage our fish and
wildlife resources and decreased user ,
opFontunltles—-desplte tho fact that many fish and
wildlife populations have oeen near h:storic highs.

S

Uhy are only the recreational fees being targeted?
Other sources of revenue should also be considered, such
as eliminating the 25 cent license fee, increasing
commercial fishing licenses, non-consumptive user fees to
help fund non-game programs, and greater enforcement of
present license requirements.

Because of these concerns the Alaska Outdoor Council is
withholding suEport of this legislation until the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game adequately addresses the above
concerns and there are built in guarantees that additional
license fees will not be utilized to finance pro?rams which
provide no identifiable benefits to Alaskan sporfsmen.

| appreciate the opportunity to provide testimony on this
legl Siation.

Sincerely,

Ron Somerv il le
Executive Director



ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL, INC.

3780 mcginnis dr. juneau, ak 9980l
(907) 789-3450

March 7, 1937

Honorable Jack Coghill _
Chairman, Senate Resources Committee
Pouch Y

Juneau , Ak. 99311

Dear Senator Coghill:

| would like to submit this letter as official testimony on
behalf of the Alaska Outdoor Council regarding Senate Bill 75.
F

or the record, the Alaska Outdoor Council 1is a federation of
45 Alaskan sportsmen and outdoor organlzatlons with a
membership of over 10,000. We would request that this
testimony be entered on behalf of our statewide membership.

We have reviewed SB 75 as part of our analysis of the State's
funding proposals for fish and wildlife programs. In our
opinion, the 25 cent license has Iong since outlived its
usefulness. Numerous examples abound where the present low
income license law is being misused and abused. In addition,
recent reports indicate that portions of rural Alaska are not
Burcha5|nglllcense5 of any kind and the 25 cent license s
eing heavily utilized by urban residents--many of whom are
recent arrivals to Alaska. A calculation of eligible
recipients within Alaska bg comparing agency re.ords indicate
that at least 407. of the 25 cent license recipients were
|ne[|q|ble. The adoption of no fee subsistence permits also
obviates whatever need existed for 25 cent licenses for
subsistence f'shing.

We are not opposed. to the State providing no-cost or lowered
cost hunting and fishing licenses for those individuals who are
long time residents of Alaska and who are truly dependent on
fish and wildlife resources. We would prefer ‘that a totally
welfare oriented program however be subsidized directly bX the
Department of Health and Social Services rather than at the
expense of the management proqrams. We are also opPosed to
subsidizing new resrdents to the State who are located in the
major metropol itan areas (over 307, issued in Fairbanks and
Anchorage alone) and have access to other State aide programs.
Subsidizing these individuals through this process means less
revenue for critical fish and wildlife programs and encourages
low cost competition for some limited resources
Department of Revenue has project

00,

t The
_ _ ed that passage of SB 75 will
increase license revenue by $200,000 annually.
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Again, we appr_eciate_the opportunity to present our testimony
and we hope this legislation will eventually be placed into
law. We are fully supportive of this legislation.

Ron Somerville
Executive Director



ALASKA OUTDOOR COUNCIL, INC.

3780 McGINNIS DR. JUNEAU. AK 99801
(907) 789-3450

January 27, 1988

Senator Paul Fischer
Pouch V
Juneau, AK. 99811

Dear Senator Fischer:

| would like to submit this letter on behalf of the Alaska
Outdoor Council regarding our support for Senate Bill 75

For the record, the Alaska Outdoor Council is a federation of
4h Alaskan sportsmen and outdoor organizations with a
membership of over 10,000.

We have reviewed SB 75 as part of our analysis of the State's
funding proposals for fish and wildlife programs, In our
ooinion, the 25 cent license has Iong since outlived its
usefulness. Numerous examples abound where the present low
income license law is being misused and abused. In addition,
recent reports indicate that portions of rural Alaska are not
Burcha5|ng_llcense5 of any kind and the 25 cent license is
eing heavily utilized by urban re5|dents—-manY_of whom are
recent arrivals to Alaska. A calculation of eligible
recipients within Alaska bg comparing agency records indicate
that at least 40k of the 25 cent license recCipients were _
ineligible. The recent adoption of no fee subsistence permits
also obviates whatever need existed for 25 cent licenses for
subsistence fishing.

We are not opposed to the State providing no-cost or lowered
cost hunting and fishing licenses for those individuals who are
long time residents of Alaska and who are truly dependent on
fish and wildlife resources. We would prefer ‘that a totally
welfare oriented program, however, be subsidized directly hy
the Department of Health and Social Services rather than at” the
expense of the management proqrams. We are also opPosed to
subsidizing new residents to the State who are located in the
major metropolitan areas (over 30X issued in Fairbanks and
Anchorage alone) and have access to other State aide programs.
Subsidizing these individuals through this process means less
revenue for critical fish and wildlife programs and encourages
low cost competition for some limited resources. The _
Department of Revenue has pr0£ected that passage of SB 75 will
increase license revenue by *200,000 annually.

Certalnlé, in this day and age when the State |s.Provld|ng a
*700 - *800 dividend for every man, woman and child, it Is not
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unreasonable to ask that we all purchase a resident hunting and
efishing license when we are of age.

We appreciate your efforts on this Iegislation and we will
assist in working for passage of SB 75.

Sincgrely, /

Ron Somerv ille
Executive Director
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