


SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

D a t e  of  5 - D A Y  N O T I C E
IN A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  U N I F O R M  R U L E  23

* * F I S C A L  N O T E ( S )  A T T A C H E D  **
IN A C C O R D A N C E  W I T H  A S  2 4 . 0 6 . 0 3 5  
(see below)

FIRST COMMITTEE OF REFERRAL

F U R T H E R :  J u d i c i a r y

2 / 5 / 8 8  

Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

R e s o u r c e s

D A T E  T U R N E D  I N T O  O F F I C E

C o m m i t t e e  c o n s i d e r e d  SB ^98

c e r t a i n  r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o r d s  c o n c e r n i n g  g a m e  a n i m a l s

a n d  r e c o m m e n d e d :

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h CS

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t ( s )  a n d  

[ ] do p a s s

[ ] do n o t  pass

[ ] no r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[Xj i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

[ ] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  to_________

[] same t i t l e  
[] n e w  t i t l e

[ ] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p t e d  a n d  a t t a c h e d

** C o m m i t t e e  [)<J a t t a c h e d  or [ ] a d o p t e d  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )
['jQ  z e r o  [“J f i s c a l  i m p a c t

M E M B E R S  S I G N I N G  D O  P A S S ^ O T H E R  R E C O M M E N D A T I O N S

Q o  & ■ “ )
C h a i r m a n  'signature a n a  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] C o m m i t t e e  B a c k u p  A t t a c h e d



S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  ' ’ BILL VERSION:
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH DATE:_____________

FISCAL NOTE
R E Q U E ST :_____________________________________________________________________________________

Revision D a le; T___,-------------------------------------  Agency Affected:
Title: An act re la tin g  to certa in  reports RRn. Fish & W ild li fe  Protection 
and records c o n c e r n i n g  game animals."
Sponsor: Fanning, Fa iks . et al rv^pn/.riK; • Enforcement
Reouestor: Senate Resources_______________  _________________________________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPER A T I N G F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91 F Y  92 F Y  93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL ■0-------- ■■ u 0 0 u

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

0 0 0 0 0 0

U u 0 ' u U- u

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

'0 " ■ 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No f is c a l  impact i s  anticipated.

.  Captain 269-5509
dh'” Prepared b y : ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ■ Phone : ----------------
jjit l Division: F i r h & W ild life  Protection__________________ Date: 2 /10 /88

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Department of Public Safety ) \

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ics) P38e ----



Su e En t -s-m i n c - . *=■ r-

P o ■=■ i "t i ■ n B -a. p e- r-

S B 3 S

SB 393

I am a t r a p p e r ,  h u n t e r ,  a nd  -fur s k i n  s e w e r .  As soon a s  t h i s  
b i l l  was  v e t o e d  by  the g o v e r n o r  l a s t  t i m e ,  G reenpeace  r e q u e s t e d  
a l l  the t r a p p i n g  r e c o r d s .  T h e i r  r e p u t a t i o n  a g a i n s t  t r a p p e r s  
p r o v e s  t o  me t h a t  t h e i r  use  o f  t hese  r e c o r d s  a re  not  i n  the 
b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t r a p p e r s .  I do n o t  f e e l  t h i s  p o s s i b l e  m i s j s e  
o f  d a t a  a g a i n s t  the u s e r  i s  f a i r  o r  w a r r e n t e d .  I f a v o r  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  and hope you w i l l  a g a i n  s u p p o r t  i t  a sd  in  the p a s t .  
T h a n k - y o u .
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DIVISION \ BILL NUMBER SPONSOR

Fish and Game Game SB 398 Senator Coghill
Dl-aA'UE*,- s-3S~ON

I
Support

i E*

— Don E. McKnight

DATE

3/1/88

(CO M M ISSIO NER NATURE DATE

S U M M A R Y
, c * - l3 a GENZ ES I.e-ECTSD 3 '  SUL

None

I

CON STITUENT G R O U P S ) A F F E C T E D  B T  B ILL

State trappers and hunters

I ORGAN 2AT1CNAL SUPPORT FOR BILL

; Alaska Trappers Association 

Alaska Outdoor Council

ORGANIZATIONAL O PPOSITION TO B ILL

Anti hunting and trapping organizations

f i s c a l  w p a c t SS NONE & F IS C A L  NOTE ATTACH ED

£ A >  GPCUNCLE'C.’S-ATrv E INTENT ----

SB 398 provides that identifying information in a hunting or trapping document is confiden­

tial. Similar legislation (HB 407) was passed by the 14th Legislature and vetoed by the 

Governor. In addition to providing confidentiality, however, HB 407 would have legalized the 

use of parts of big game animals for trapping bait.

a m a l t s l s o f  b iu . p r o g r a m  e f f e c t s  Opponents oT this measure atglil* C t r a T  corif idcntialilv— of— identifying 

information in hunting/wrapping harvest documents would abridge the public's right to 

information and deprive the public of a vital tool in monitoring the use of public resources. 

(This bill would not limit full disclosure of biological harvest data.) Proponents of the 

I measure argue that adoption would ensure the individual hunter's or trapper's reasonable 

> expectation of privacy, including specific trapping areas, financial interests, and protection 

from possible harassment by anti-trappers. The department's primary concern is that we obtain 

! accurate and complete harvest reporting. We believe a lack of confidentiality can jeopardize 

accurate harvest reporting.

In debating confidentiality provisions of HB 407, opponents argued that the public right to 

know supercedes the individual rights to privacy, and that the lav?, if passed, could hide 

illegal or unethical behavior from the public— specifically, commercial trapping activities of 

Department of Fish and Game employees. SB 398 provides for the release of information, 

however, as necessary to prosecute criminal actions or comply with a court order. Opponents 

also maintain that financial information is not reported on sealing certificates. Financial 

interests, however, include marketing information as well as numbers and species of furs 

sealed or exported (from which a dollar value can be easily determined).
AMLNCWENTS OeOGED ----------------------------------------------------------------------

Line 28(f)(1) that identifies individual trappers or hunters, and specifically identifies 

their individual take or a c t i v i t y .

Our main concern is that we receive as accurate and complete reporting of harvests as 

po s s i b l e .

PLEASE ATTACH A SEPARATE SMeET FOR AOOtnONAL COMMENTS OR ANAlTStS.
MOM ,Rn 1IW»
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Hein

Original sponsors: Fanning, Faiks,
Coghill, et al.

IN THE SENATE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 398 (Resources)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to certain reports and records

concerning game animals and to the confidentiality of 

shellfish stock abundance surveys conducted by the

Department of Fish and Game; and providing for an

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.815 is amended to read:

Sec. 16.05.815. CONFIDENTIAL NATURE OF CERTAIN REPORTS AND 

RECORDS. (a) Except as provided in (b) and (c) of this section, 

records required by regulations of the department concerning the 

landings of fish, shellfish or fishery products, and annual statis­

tical reports of buyers and processors required by regulation of the

department are confidential and may not be released by the department

except that the department may release

(1) any of its records and reports to the National Marine 

Fisheries Service as required for preparation and implementation of 

the fishery management plans of the North Pacific Fishery Management 

Council within the fishery conservation zone; however, information 

released to the National Marine Fisheries Service under this paragraph 

may not disclose the identity of individual fishermen or their ves­

sels ;

(2) any of its records and reports to the Department of 

Revenue and to the Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission to assist 

them in carrying out their statutory responsibilities;

-1- CSSB 398(Rec)
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1 (3) records or reports of the total value purchased by each

2 buyer to a municipality that levies and collects a tax on fish, shell-

3 fish, or fishery products if the municipality

4 (A) requires records of the landings of fish, shell-

5 fish, or fishery products to be submitted to it for purposes of

6 verification of taxes payable; and

7 (B) maintains the confidentiality of reports and

8 records that it receives under this paragraph;

9 (A) such records and reports as necessary to be in confor-

10 mity with a court order;
I

11 (5) on request, the report of a person to the person whose

12 fishing activity is the subject of the report; and

13 (6) fish tickets and fish ticket information to the divi-

14 sion of fish and wildlife protection, Department of Public Safety.

15 (b) Except as provided in (c) of this section, records [RECORDS]

16 or reports described in (a) of this section that are received by the 

department and that [WHICH] do not identify individual fishermen,

18 buyers, or processors or the specific locations where fish have been

19 taken are public information.

20 * Sec. 2. AS 16.05.815 is amended by adding new subsections to read:

21 (c) Information contained in a shellfish stock abundance survey

22 that reveals the location of shellfish harvests is confidential and is

23 not subject to inspection or copying under AS 09.25.110 - 09.25.120

24 until the close of the fishing season during which the survey is

25 conducted.

26 (d) Identifying information in a trapping or hunting document is

27 confidential and may be released by the department only

28 (1) to the Deportment of Revenue to assist that department

29 in carrying out its statutory responsibilities;

CSSB 398(Res) -2-
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(2) as necessary to comply with a court order; and

(3) to the division of fish and wildlife protection of the 

Department of Public Safety to assist that department in carrying out 

its statutory responsibilities.

(e) Except to the extent necessary to prosecute a criminal 

action based on a trapping or hunting document, a department that 

receives a trapping or hunting document from the department under (d) 

of this section shall also maintain the confidentiality of the identi­

fying information in the document.

(f) Before releasing to the public a trapping or hunting docu­

ment received by the department, the department shall remove identify­

ing information from the document.

(g) In this section

(1) "identifying information" means names, addresses, or 

other information that identifies individual trappers or hunters;

(2) "trapping or hunting document" means a report or record 

that is required by regulations of the department concerning the 

taking, sealing, acquisition of the untanned skin, or exportation from 

the state of the fur, of a game animal taken by trapping or hunting; 

in this paragraph "sealing" means the placement of a seal by the 

department on a portion of the carcass of a game animal taken by 

trapping or hunting.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

-3- CSSB 398(Res)
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SENATOR KEN FANNING
P.O. BOX 80929 

COLLEGE, ALASKA 99708

RO. BOX V-STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3880

M a r c h  2, 1988

M E M O R A N D U M Senate

T o S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r

F r o m S e n a t o r  K e n  F a n n i m g

S u b j e c t :  S B  398 - R e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o r d s  of  g a m e  a n i m a l s

T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  S B  398 is t o  k e e p  c o n f i d e n t i a l  c e r t a i n  
i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  to  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  of f i s h  
a n d  g a m e  on t r a p p i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  d o c u m e n t s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  
p r o t e c t  p r o p r i e t a r y  i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  l i v e l i h o o d  
of  t h o s e  p r o v i d i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  It is b a s e d  u p o n  t h e  s a m e  
r e a s o n i n g  e m p l o y e d  in k e e p i n g  c o m m e r c i a l  f i s h  t i c k e t  
i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n f i d e n t i a l .

L e g i s l a t i o n  i d e n t i c a l  to  t h i s  w a s  p a s s e d  in 1 9 8 6  b y  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e ,  b u t  w a s  s u b s e q u e n t l y  v e t o e d  b y  t h e n - G o v e r n o r  Bi l l  
S h e f f i e l d  on t h e  b a s i s  t h a t  it w a s  n o t  n e e d e d .  W i t h i n  a s h o r t  
t i m e  a f t e r  h i s  veto, a n i m a l  p r o t e c t i o n i s t  g r o u p s  u s e d  t h e  
c o u r t s  t o  f o r c e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  t o  r e l e a s e  t h e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  them. T h e  s o r t  of  h a r a s s m e n t  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  
e n a b l e d  t h e  a n t i - t r a p p i n g  g r o u p s  to c o n d u c t  c l e a r l y  i n d i c a t e s  
th e  n e r \  to p r o t e c t  p e r s o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e s e  d o c u m e n t s .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  s u p p o r t  S B  398, a n d  p r o t e c t  v a l u a b l e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  h u n t e r s  a n d  t r a p p e r s  p r o v i d e  in g o o d  f a i t h  t o  
t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  of  fish a n d  game. P r o p e r  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  
w o u l d  b e  d i f f i c u l t  w i t h o u t  t h e s e  r e cords.



S Y N O P S I S  A N D  A N A L Y S I S  

O F

S B  398 - "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  c e r t a i n  r e p o r t s  a n d  
r e c o r d s  c o n c e r n i n g  g a m e  a n i m a l s . "

I t  is t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  k e e p  c e r t a i n  
i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  s u b m i t t e d  o n  t r a p p i n g  a n d  h u n t i n g  
d o c u m e n t s  c o n f i d e n t i a l ,  for t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p e r s o n s  
p r o v i d i n g  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n .

T h i s  is a s i n g l e - s e c t i o n  bi l l  t h a t  a m e n d s  T i t l e  16 b y  
a d d i n g  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  t o  A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 8 1 5  ( C o n f i d e n t i a l  n a t u r e  of 
c e r t a i n  r e p o r t s  a n d  r e c o r d s ) .

S u b s e c t i o n  (c) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  
is c o n f i d e n t i a l  a n d  g i v e s  onl} t h r e e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  w h i c h  
t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  r e l e a s e d  b y  f i s h  a n d  game: to  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  r e v e n u e ;  to c o m p l y  w i t h  c o u r t  or d e r ;  o r  to  fi s h  
a n d  w i l d l i f e  p r o t e c t i o n .

S u b s e c t i o n  (d) r e q u i r e s  o t h e r  d e p a r t m e n t s  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  
c o n f i d e n t i a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  t o  k e e p  it c o n f i d e n t i a l .

S u b s e c t i o n  (e) r e q u i r e s  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  t o  r e m o v e  
i d e n t i f y i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  a d o c u m e n t  b e f o r e  r e l e a s i n g  it to 
t h e  p u b l i c .

S u b s e c t i o n  (f) p r o v i d e s  d e f i n i t i o n s  for " i d e n t i f y i n g  
i n f o r m a t i o n , "  " s e a l i n g , "  a n d  " t r a p p i n g  o r  h u n t i n g  d o c u m e n t . "



§ 16.05.792 F ish  and  G a m e § 16.05.815

Secs. 16.05.792 —  16.05.798. Master guides. (Repealed, § 2  ch 32 
SLA 1968. For current law, see AS 08.54.1

S e c . 16.05.800. P u b lic  n u is a n c e s .  t \  n et, se in e , lan tern , snare, 
device, contrivance, and m aterial w h ile  in  u se , had and m ainta ined  
for the purpose o f  catch ing, tak in g , k illin g , a ttractin g , or decoying  fish  
or gam e, contrary to law  or regulation o f a board or the com m issioner, 
is a public nu isance and is subject to abatem ent. (§ 25 art I ch 94 SLA  
1959; am  § 5 ch 131 SLA 1960; am  § 13 ch  206  SLA  1975)

O p in io n s o f  a tto rn e y  g en e ra l. — crab pots should be abated by institu ting
Since there exists no sta tu to ry  justil'ica- forfeiture proceedings ra th e r than  by
tion for destroying unm arked king cra j  sum m arily destroying the pots. 1980 Op.
pots pursuant to exercise o f the power of A tt'y Gen. No. 18. 
sum m ary abatem ent, such pots should not The abatem ent procedures described in 
be destroyed w ithout judicial approval. AS 09.45.230 do not apply to the fish and 
1980 Op. A tt'y Gen. No. 18. game abatem ent law (this section). 1980

Nuisance presented by unm arked king Op. A tt’y Gen. No. 18.

S e c . 16.05.810. B u r d e n  o f  p ro o f. The possession  o f fish  or gam e  
or a part o f  fish  or gam e, or a nest or egg  o f  a bird during th e  tim e the  
tak in g  o f  it is  prohibited is prima facie evidence th at it  w as taken , 
possessed , bought, or sold or transported in vio lation  o f th is  chapter. 
T he burden o f proof is  upon th e  possessor or c la im an t o f  it to overcom e 
the presum ption o f illeg a l possession and to estab lish  th e  fact th a t it 
w as obtained and is  possessed  law fully. T h is section  does not apply

(1) during th e  first full 10 days after th e  tim e w hen a ta k in g  is 
prohibited, except a s  provided in (3) o f th is  section,

(2) i f  the fish  or gam e or part o f  fish or gam e is in  a preserved  
condition w hether frozen, sm oked, canned, sa lted , pickled or otherw ise  
preserved, or

(3) w ith  respect to crab aboard u com m ercial crab fish in g  vesse l, 
during th e  first full three days ufter th e  tim e w hen a tak in g  is  prohib­
ited. (§ 26 art I ch 94  SLA 1959; am  § 1 ch 42 SLA  1974)

S e c . 16.05.815. C o n fid e n t ia l n u tu re  o f  c e r ta in  r e p o r ts  a n d  
r e c o r d s , (a) Except a s  provided in (b) o f th is  section , records required  
by regu lations o f  th e  departm ent concerning the land ings o f fish , 
sh e llfish  or fishery products, and annual sta tistica l reports o f  buyers 
and processors required by regulation of the departm ent are confiden­
tia l and m ay not be released  by the departm ent except th a t th e  de­
partm ent m ay release

(1) an y  o f its  records and reports to the N ational M arine F ish eries  
Service us required for preparation and im plem entation  o f  th e  fishery  
m anagem ent p lans o f the North Pacific F ishery M anagem ent C ouncil 
w ith in  the fishery conservation  zone; how ever, inform ation released  to 
th e  N ationul M arine F ish eries Service under th is paragruph m uy not 
disclose the identity  o f  individual fisherm en or th eir  vessels;

55



§ 1(5.05.820 A l a s k a  S t a t u t e s § 16.05.825

( 2 )  any o f  its  records and reports to the D epartm ent o f  R evenue and  
to the Com m ercial F ish er ies Entry C om m ission to a ss is t them  in car­
ry ing  out their  statu tory  responsib ilities;

(3) records or reports o f  the tota l v a lu e  purchased by each buyer to a 
m unicipality  th at lev ies  and collects a tax  on fish , sh ellfish , or fishery  
products i f  th e  m unicipality

(A) requires records o f  the land ings o f fish , sh ellfish , or fishery  
products to be subm itted  to it  for purposes o f  verification  o f taxes  
payable; and

(B) m ain ta in s th e  con fidentia lity  o f  reports and records th a t it re­
ce ives under th is  paragraph;

(4) such records and reports a s  necessary to be in conform ity w ith  a 
court order;

(5) on request, th e  report o f  a person to th e  person w hose fish in g  
activ ity  is  the subject o f  the report; and

(6) fish  tick ets and fish  tick et inform ation to the d iv ision  o f  fish and  
w ildlife protection, D epartm ent o f P ublic Safety .

(b) Records or reports received by th e  departm ent w hich do not 
identify ind ividual fisherm en, buyers, or processors or the specific  
locations w here fish  have been taken  are public inform ation. (§ 1 ch 
117 SLA 1970; am  § 1 ch 117 SLA 1974; am  § 1 ch 66 SLA 1980; am  
§§ 1, 2 ch 72 SLA 1982; am  § 1 ch 84 SLA  1985)

C ro ss  re fe ren ces . — For reporting of umendm ent in subsection (a) substituted 
wholesale canned salmon prices, sec AS "that"  for "which" in two places, added 
43.80.050 — 43.80.100. paragraph (6). and made related stylistic

E ffect o f  um en d m en ts . — The 1985 changes.

S e c . 16.05.820. R e s e a r c h  b y  th e  fe d e r a l g o v e r n m e n t . T he Sec­
retary o f th e  Interior, th e  Secretary o f  Commerce or th e  Secretary o f  
A gricu lture o f the U n ited  S ta tes  and th e ir  authorized agen ts or other  
appropriate federal agen cies m ay conduct fish cultural operations and  
scientific  in vestiga tion s in th e  sta te  in  the m anner and a t th e  tim es  
jo in tly  considered necessary or proper by the Board o f F isheries and  
th e  secretary and th eir  authorized agen ts. (§ 29 art I ch 94 SLA 1959; 
am  § 14 ch 206 SLA 1975; am  § 10 ch 208  SLA 1975)

S e c . 16.05.825. S ta te  u p la n d  g a m e  b ird  r e le a s e  p r o g r a m ,  
(a) In addition to any other program for the stocking or propagation o f  
gam e birds that th e  departm ent hus a s  o f J u ly  23, 1974, the depart­
m ent sh a ll estab lish  a specia l program  for th e  ra ising , m aintenance, 
and release o f upland gam e birds in th e  state . Birds raised under th is  
program m uy be released  in  an appropriate area o f the sta te , a t any  
tim e, but m ay be h arvested  on ly  during regular h u nting  seasons, as  
specified by the board under A S 16.05.255(u)(2). The board sh a ll adopt 
regu lations necessary to im plem ent th is  section.
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^ Anti-Hunting Group Seeking, flames.,of New Jersey Trappers ^
•  » • «

Rodger Iverson, chairman o f  the C o­
alition o f  New Jersey Sportsmen

Having campaigned successfully 
lo ban the steel ieghold (rap in 
New Jersey, the antis now arc ap­

parently taking aim at the trappers 
themselves.

An attorney for Friends of Animals 
and the Humane Society of the United 
States has asked the New Jersey Divi­
sion of Fish an~d'Camc for a list of per- 
sons who have been licensed to trap in 
New Jcrse~yl 
The New Jersey attorney general's of­

fice has instructed the division to make 
the names and addresses available." * 

Attorney General Irwin Kimmelman 
informed the antis in mid-January that 
the only listing of licensed trappers I 
available is for 1984. lie said the division ( 
does have license stubs or receipts 
available from the 1980 to 1984 period 
and that these may be inspected at the 
Clinton ofHcc.The 1985 stubs have not

•
yet been audited and won’t be available 
until mid-1986. The ban went into effect 
last Oclojicr.

The Coalition of New Jersey Sports­
men does not want any of these names 
and addresses released. Their attorney, 
James Seeley, of Hridgcton, has asked 
the Appellate Court in Salem County lo 
siay the'release of th'elist. lint same 
court is scheduled lo take up a number of 
issues involved in the trapping ban in a 
case set lo begin on May 19.

RodRcr Iverson, chairman of llie 
coalition, said the antis already are 
Harassing irappers and spoilsmen and 
I hat there is no reason for llicm lo have 
llie lisl. They claim they need il for the 
court case.

“1 here is no logical reason for them lo 
have lhat lisl,” Iverson insisted. “If 
they're simply concerned aboul ihe 
elimination of the trap, lhat can clearly 
be accomplished without abolishing the 
trapper himself. >
/ "Having been harassed myself, I 
know it can become rather upselling. 
I'm concerned it could lead lo some kind 
or altercation.**

Iverson is also vciy concerned aboul 1 
the precedent the release of the trapping 
list could set. * 1

"Will they next want a list of all li- j 
censed hunters in the slate? Wlial about 
gun owners?" he asked. '

Iverson and other sportsmen worry 
aboul- the lisl being distributed lo 
members of anti-trapping organizations 
so that Irappers can be placed under 
surveillance —as some apparently have/ 
been in the past, '

Allhough no one is questioning lhat 
ihe use of the slccl Ieghold trap has been 
bannedin New Jersey, some very impor­
tant issues remain lo be decided in the 
May case in Salem Counly. Among llie 
questions lo be considered are:

• May Irappers keep thcit sicci Ieghold 
traps? (The law passed by llie New Jersey 
Lcgir,aiure bans even the possession of 
Ieghold traps but provides no compensa­
tion for their confiscation.)

• Can the slate ban the interstate 
transportation of Ieghold traps? (The 
law seeks to make it illegal to even drive 
through the stale with a Ieghold trap in a 
vehicle.)

• Is the padded-jaw, soft -catch trap a 
viable alternative to (he steel Ieghold 
trap?
A New Jersey courl earlier ruled that 

trappers may keep their traps until the 
courts reach a final decision in the case.

One fact that has emerged during the 
legal debates is Ihe connection between 
banning traps and banning guns.
The New Jersey attorney general’s of­

fice has argued that traps can l>c banned 
without compensation and has cited gun 
bans lo support its case.
After mentioning a number of court 

cases, a brief filed by Ihe attorney 
general's office declared, "Similarly, in 
the instant case the Legislature has, in 
the exercise of its police power, banned 
the use of the steel-jawed Ieghold trap. 
As a means to accomplish that end, it has 
banned possesion of the trap itself.
"If il is constitutional to lake away 

without compensation the right to 
possess firearms which had previously

been lawfully acquired, to save human 
life, then, in llie legitimate exercise of 
police power it is constitutional to lake 
away, without compensation, the right 
to possess Ieghold traps, lo save animals 
from a cruel and barbarous fate."

Iverson pointed out, "So as some of 
us previously thought, the confiscation 
of Ieghold traps can involve firearms. In­
deed, there is a direct intention to involve 
firearms."

Me uiged other sportsmen to rally to 
Ihe support of the trappers.

"It's lime that people gel involved. 
The precedent of confiscation, the prece­
dent of names and addresses being dis­
tributed—these arc things that threaten 
all sportsmen.

"The hunters, the trappers and the 
fishermen have lo stand together because 
we're really all in the same boat. If we 
don't stand together, we're all going to 
be on the endangered species list. '

Another threat lo New Jersey trapper J 
and sportsmen is the tremendous ex­
pense of fighting the antis in Ihe 
Legislature and,now in the courts.

Iverson estimated that 533.000already 
had been spent and that another 510,000 
would L. needed just lo bring in the ex­
pert witnesses for the May trail.

He urged sportsmen to send their con­
tributions to Ihe: Sportsmen's Defense 
Fund, Coalition of New Jersey Sports­
men, c/o Irwin, Post and Rosen, 65 Liv­
ingston Avenue, Roseland, N.J. 07068.

"United we can beat the antis. 
Divided, we're all going to lose. The 
trappers just happen to be in the greatest 
danger right now," Iverson concluded.

• *•> Vc4.1 J. N<x 4. Fetxuiry 24. IS&A
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