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SB 397

NRA's f i e l d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  Rupe Andrews ,  i s  out of  town and 
wou ld  l i k e  to have NRA's p o s i t i o n  i n t o  the r e c o r d .  We support  
SB 397 .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  has passed the l e g i s l a t u r e  twice 
a l r e a d y .  T h i s  a rea  of  concern i s  not a l a r g e  prob lem but the 
p rob lem i s  g r ow i n g .

SB 411

The NRA suppor ts  t h i s  b i l l .  ANILCA took away s i g n i f i c a n t  
h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  away f rom A l a s k a n s .  The N a t i o n a l  Park 
Se rv i c e  con t i n u e s  to work towards c u r t a i l i n g  even e x i s t i n g  
h u n t i n g  o p p o r t u n i t e s . The h un t e r s  o f  t h i s  s ta t e  need not be 
r e s t r i c t e d  even f u r t h e r  by our  own s t a t e  p a rk s  system.  
Thank-you !
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DATE >
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Public Safety

CONSTITUENT GROUPiS) AFFECTED BY BILL

Hunters, trappers and fishers

In the past 10 to 15 years individuals who oppose hunting and trapping have become well 
organized and very aggressive in their efforts to impede those who hunt and trap. There have 
been a number of well-publicized instances in which hunters were harassed or game they were 
stalking harassed. The intent of this bill is to serve notice that such obstruction of 
hunting, fishing or trapping is not accept?ble to Alaskans. Similar laws have recently been 

.enacted in.a number of states.

BILL ANALYSIS

STATE OF ALASKA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

SPONSOR

Senator Coghill

OATE

3/1/88

S U M M A R Y

ORGANIZATIONAL SUPPORT FOR BILL

Alaska Outdoor Council and other organized 
sportsmen groups

ORGANIZATIONAL OPPOSITION TO BILL

Anti hunting, fishing, trapping groups 
Animal rights activists

|  A N A _fS !S  OF 3 IIL .1X O G R A M  EFFECTS

Passage of this bill into law would make obstruction or harassment of an individual legally 
hunting, fishing or trapping a misdemeanor punishable by a fine or imprisonment. This ».aw 
would provide legal protection from this form of hooliganism to the thousands of Alaskans who 
legally hunt, fish and trap in Alaska each year. It would also provide these individuals an 
alternative to violence in protecting themselves from harassment by these well-meaning, but 
overzealous, opponents of hunting, trapping and fishing. Certainly for most Alaskans, 
hunting, fishing and trapping constitute recreational experiences which the state should help 
ensure not being disrupted by unpleasant or unsafe intrusions by individuals opposed to these 

particular activities.

n<U iRn IMH
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The following are the offlclol comments of The Alaska Wildlife Alliance, We 

are against(^B41l) We do not think hunting activities are compatible with 

other public uses 1n state parks. . Tho phrase that possession and use of a 

firearm may be necessary to personal safety 1s just an excuse to allow hunting 

1n areas where it does not belong and is a threat to personal safety. People 

are encouraged to recreate in state parks. Hikers, cross country skiers, 

photographo*"s, canoers- the majority of outdoor recreationists are put at risk 

when state parks arc jKened to hunting. Because such a policy would be too

capricious we do not think that the commissioner of DNR should regulate the

use of a firearm or other weapon within one-quarter mile of posted areas such 

as a trail head, visitor center, or highway wayside, . Current lew forbids use

of a firearm within one-half mile of posted areas and it includes roads. Roads

are not Included in SB411, We are emphatically against liberalizing the law to 

1/A mile, especially in the populated parks of southeast and south central.

Currently, parks are closed except where specifically open and The Division of

Park*; m a y  r l n c p  p a r k c  f o r  r e a s o n s  o f  p u b l i c  s » f o + w .  C h u g a c h  P*rl' m a y  b £  clo^p/i

by the Division of Parks for wildlife observation. The Division of Parks needs 

to maintain this power for the safety of non-consumpt1ve users and the benefit

of wildlife whom they have a duty to protect.

We oppose(fB398)("An Act relating to certain reports and re. -ds concerning 

game animals’1) for all the reasons we have opposed similar bills in the past. 

The bill 1s unconstitutional and denies a citizen’s right to freedom of 

Information, Public access 1s the standard 1n Alaska and this was confirmed by 

an AG’s opinion two year's ago. It cannot be argued that sealing certificates 

give financial information or interfere with anyone's livelihood since scaling 

certificates don't deal with pelt prices or give the specific traoping area.



(There 1s no priority Information on sealing certificates) We, the public, have 

a right to know who and how public resources are used. As a practical matter, 

sealing certificates and hunting permits are not public record, how would 

graduate students, economic researchers, statisticians, or any others be able 

to get the facts and figures needed 1n their studies? These records have been 

made available to organizations like ours who perform a watchdog roll. There 

have been no ill effects of this information having been provided.

We oppose ("An Act relating to the obstruction or hindrance of lawful

hunting, fishing, or trapping.1’) Rather than protecting the activities of 

consumptive users, this bill endangers the rights of non-consumptive users. In 

fact, this bill could create a real safety problem if a hunter perceived 

harassment and wanted an excuse to attack a non-consumpt1 ve user. The bill 

will promote the very kind of conflict It seeks to prevent. The majority of 

non-consumptive users are already virtually "second class citizens" in the

field of wilHlHfe mansdcmont, and tMc uH 1 1 -fu^thor rfapHwo thom of

anything approaching equal rights. Even the proponents of this b'll admit no 

such harassment has occurred in Alaska to date. If 1t were to occur, it can be 

addressed by existing statutes without further affecting the right of all ncn- 

consumptlve users. This bill, in slightly different forms has been vetoed 

before by Governor Sheffield for these same reasons.



1

Bill No. 398 relates to certain reports and records concerning 
game animals and again resurrects the case of the public's right 
to know hovf public resources are being used vs. individual 
trappers and hunters rights to privacy. As you may know, I 
aubmittod a Freedom of Information request to the Alaska Dept, of 
Fish & Game in 1986 asking for wolf sealing certificates 
including the names and addresses of individual trappers.

Subsequently, the Attorney General provided an opinion which 
stated that the information I requested was "subject to the open 
records provisions of AS 09.25.110."

He further stated "the department has in the past been concerned 
that public disclosure of fur sealing information would reduce
the detail and accuracy of information submitted by trappers
regarding where fur animals are taken, and that failure to 
receive accurate data would in turn diminish the department's 
ability to formulate appropriate conserrvation and management 
strategies. Although this could theoretically occur, we believe
that a reviewing court would find that the risk of trappers
failing to submit information required by law is minimal compared 
to the strong public interest in knowing how public resources are 
being u s e d ."

We wholeheartedly agree with this opinion and to my knowledge, it 
has not changed. In addditicn, the Alaska Trappers Association 
brought a laweuit against the Stato regarding this issue in the 
Alaska Superior Court which failed.

Bill No. 397 relates to the obstruction or hindrance of lawful 
hunting, fishing, or trapping. We-hsve commented”cm~trhls concept 
many times in the past in various forms of bills. In essence,
this bill promotes the very conflict it purportedly seeks -co
prevent. It is also my understanding that a theoretical
harassment situation implied in the bill ha9 never occurred in 
the State of Alaska. We remain opposed to thi6 type of
adversarial legislation.

Again, we oppose all three aforementioned Senate bills and do not 
believe thoy are in the best Interest of the public or wildlife 
species in Alaska. Thank you for this opportunity to provide 
comments,

Respectfully submitted,

<
/ . tive
Greenpeace

2



’ * * * « * * « *  * * , * * * *  K- A- *  * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *  * * * * * * * *  *  *

* u n  Tvrw h i : i inr.Kiir.
*

* HifTuTNfM
* \‘FN T : 
p r  r v n h :
* sim.iFor i
r. PR TNT I) ATI* :
*

■ 1 IT /  0••? / fl A C rMi"!: 1 4 : i 0
1.1 Of: 1 NF 
I'F aT ih iT fJV
O.t/O^/RiT TTMF 14-10

x
*
*

*
*
*

*
H
*

X

K lift I. iV

«0.'»T| S r T « ! ^ i r 2 £ J H f5 nwf> " " n  M im  ™r f u s i o n  and
,-hF<i r, r r v  m  ! r  '* T’ ANY " * V Fnr< THFM Al ' TO GIVE
n .B i .n  n - .num rj ,  Tr now .siwr.r r u r r e  u a s  a h c w  u p  or  at a i a t f r

]{ .V w H n ^ M . I ' l i r ,K :0 W f  Tr‘ f M F n  nnUN *™  • U K F

« m « t *.r f  t u f  K i l l : .  .\t g t t v iw r .  r r . u t h a n y  noli sf< 44-? a n d  ™ ??->

f " ‘ "  n i  «»i*‘ t n n w - f  w h o m  f i i A r  r u n  . t n i i p n m  f o .

c NT .



■ ■ • ’ ■ --  'p ' ,7
X A- * A ft A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A A X A X- A ft
A A

x OiTI TVER TO: I. fOCROR A
A «
A  A

* OR T O INAL A
a SFNT: 0;V/0?/H0 TTMK: 1 4 : 0 i A
•ft F R O n : LTOOMAT A
a ,\iift.ii'P.T: Tf. P A R T T F T P  S? A
a PUT NT V»ATF: 03/02/00 TTMF: 14:01 ft
x A
A A ft ft A  A  ft f t A K A A  A A A A  A A f t  A  A  f t  A  X A A A A A  A  X  A A A  f t  A A A A  A  A A A A  f t  A f t  A  f t  f t  A  X f t  A A

i iFRF TO HA F.Vii FOR ,'sRF.<s Tl'l l“ :

TF.VT TFY RF AIJ 4 TUI I S:
i .  .1. 0 Tpi' Tf.KSON. FTSH AND OAHF

S -  ^-e_- 1 Ooo_i i f

1 . . liiOT R tV A R D

2 .  k'FN ROTil NSON

T l .\ T 1 F Y RF ItTI i.A 41 i ,  397 , 390 : 

1, R ji PARK I rRSON , PAI.HER

0 V :\FR Vi'

l i t i iri i»Fi i frJui R 
.MAN LITi .VAN



m w m

AAA 
A

k nr'i t v f p  x n : i Tnrrcni;
A
A
r flPTF. TWAI 
r SFNT:
» FPflH : 
r ,\'l l f(. ilT. i : 
a PRINT I/ATI

0 3 / 6 2 / i i n  T f HP 1.5:S9
i Tr .r .r u x

RF.x.Pl *1 S f t 4 4 3 , . V ? 7 , 3 9 f l , 4 H
0 3 / 0  "Vf lO T IMF : 13:*»9

A
*
x
A
A

H

A

A

•K
A

r. K f . X A M- A  A A  X  X X  X A X  A A  A A R  A A A A A A A  A A A R  A A A  A A  A A A  A A A A X  X X  K A A  A K A AX- A

OATF: MAlVt'li 1 9 f l f l  --------- ------ ------------------------------------------------------------
(Ti: ; FAIRBANKS_______________________ _________ ____________________________________________________

: .STNATF RESOURCE,* :------------------------- ---- ------------------------
SIUUFP.T: I. Ff». P U B L IC  I IFARINf»: "F< 443 , SB 3 9 7 , SB 39R, SB 411
HnmrRATOR: hFI BA... ______________________________________________________

A A  A A A  A A X X  A A R

TFST r r v  :
N A iir\R I- :r , r<FM"N'i 1 NF, ADDRESS PH O N E : j

i  . ■, RARRR FA  [RRA NKS  HAS' N i l  PART f C [ PANT 9  AT T H IS  T IM E * * * # *

7 . >
3 . j 
A . 

n . 1

;  j  A X K A A R A R X A R A A A X  A X. X  A  X  X X X  X A A X  X A X  X A  X A X X  -X X  X  X X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X  X X  X  X X  X  A X  A X  X  X X X  X  A A X

FifiSF R w Y  :
N A hT 'v  R F P R F  Si*i'JT7NI» A l i l iR l :  .9.9 P H f IN F  »
1 . >
7 , 1 
3 . »
•i .« I 
=.  . )

A A R A R A A R A * RA A A AA A A* A * AA A A* X *X X XA A A A AA A AA AA AAA A A AAA#A A X #*  AAAA AAAA A* AAA A 

 — — -— —    -  ■ —  ■



yjjtffii • 7X'  --- *  , r*"“  i -
X H ft X X ft X ft 

ft
r>ri Tvi-ii m

ORIGINA L 
.STI NT : 

ft F R O M : 
ft ymi.iiT f : 
ft PRINT ))ATI’
K

I TOCRDC

03/02/8 0 
I 1 nr.BAR 
.V.VTAFF; PI.. 
03/02/0 0

f T Mf": 13:5R

: 1 -.VCR35 ■, 3~2~ 
TTMf- : 13:50

00

x
X
X
X

X

X

X

X

X

X

ft X X ft ft X X M X X X f t X X  X X X X  X X X X X X X ft ft ft ft -X X X X X X X X  « X ft X X ft ft X -ft X X X X X X X  -ft X

3 ? 00 
OAR RO Li
r  i ja  r r  ,v i a t t  a r r a  t r v  

.vr.r< 35
riFR

■ii PARTICIPAN T 1.1 ST

Ti r r r i - y .
rJAMIVRI-IPRFSFi-JTING A D D R E S S  P H O N F  £
i . -JI i l irJI-

nii.vr;iivr:
NAHIi/RFPRFSFNTTNG AW>KFS.V PHONF £
1 NO ilNir

<>-• ir.VTTn.FT) 
w ijNARf «r to tf.vt rry 
o -  n n . v r w n
t;>- rfir Ai 

START. F N D  T TMf .V:



®lasUn & ta te Hcgifllaturc

SENATOR KEN FANNING
P.O BOX 80029 

COLLEGE, ALASKA 99708

PO, BOX V-STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU ALASKA 99811 

(907) 465-3880

M a r c h  1, 1988

M E M O R A N D U M
Senate

T o S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

From: S e n a t o r  K e n  F a n n i n g

S u b j e c t :  S B  397 - O b s t r u c t i o n  o f  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  & t r a p p i n g

T h i s  b i l l  is d e s i g n e d  to  p r e v e n t  i n t e n t i o n a l  h a r a s s m e n t  
o r  o b s t r u c t i o n  o f  p e r s o n s  e n g a g e d  in l a w f u l  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  
o r  t r a p p i n g  in A l a s k a .  It  w a s  p a s s e d  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  in 
t h i s  f o r m  in 1984, a n d  in a n  e a r l i e r  v e r s i o n  in 1983. B o t h  
t i m e s  it w a s  v e t o e d  b y  t h e n - G o v e r n o r  Bill S h e f f i e l d ,  w h o  
e x p l a i n e d  h i s  a c t i o n s  b y  s a y i n g  no  real n e e d  e x i s t e d  b e c a u s e  
f e w  i n c i d e n t s  of h u n t e r  h a r a s s m e n t  h a d  t a k e n  place, a n d  t h a t  
in h i s  v i e w  c u r r e n t  c r i m i n a l  s t a t u t e s  c o v e r e d  t h e  issue.

It is t r u e  t h a t  A l a s k a  h a s  n o t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a g r e a t  n u m b e r  
o f  h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  h a r a s s m e n t  i n c i d e n t s ,  b u t  t h i s  is 
p r i m a r i l y  d u e  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  r e m o t e  l o c a t i o n  a n d  v a s t  exp a n s e .

T h e  b i l l  is p a t t e r n e d  a f t e r  l e g i s l a t i o n  a d o p t e d  b y  o t h e r  
stat e s ,  a n d  h a s  s i m i l a r  p e n a l t y  p r o v i s i o n s .  It a l s o  p r o v i d e s  
a l i b e r a l  d e f e n s e  c l a u s e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h o s e  w h o  m i s t a k e n l y  
b e l i e v e d  it w a s  n o t  u n l a w f u l  t o  d i s t u r b  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  
t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

A s  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  Alas k a ,  w e  h a v e  a 
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  p r o t e c t  A l a s k a n  c i t i z e n s ,  as w e l l  a s  t h o s e  
w h o  v i s i t  f r o m  O u t s i d e ,  in t h e i r  p u r s u i t  o f  o u t d o o r  
r e c r e a t i o n .  T h i s  b i l l  d o e s  this, a n d  it r e d u c e s  the p o t e n t i a l  
f or v i o l e n c e  in t h e  f i e l d  b y  p r o v i d i n g  j u d i c i a l  r e l i e f  for 
t h o s e  a g g r i e v e d  b y  i n t e n t i o n a l  h a r a s s m e n t .

I u r g e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S B  397.



S Y N O P S I S  A N D  A N A L Y S I S  

O F

S B  397 - "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  o b s t r u c t i o n  o r
h i n d r a n c e  o f  l a w f u l  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  or 
t r a p p i n g . "

T h i s  is a o n e  s e c t i o n  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  a m e n d  T i t l e  16 by 
a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  1 6 . 0 5 . 9 2 6  t o  p r e c l u d e  i n t e n t i o n a l  
o b s t r u c t i o n  o r  h i n d r a n c e  o f  l a w f u l  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n g  a n d  
t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s .

S u b s e c t i o n  (a) c o n t a i n s  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n .

S u b s e c t i o n  (b) p r o v i d e s  a d e f i n i t i o n  o f  " l a w f u l l y "  t o  
m e a n  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  a n d  f e d e r a l  s t a t u t e s  
a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  w i t h  t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  a p r i v a t e  
l a n d o w n e r ,  if  t h a t  is w h e r e  it occurs.

S u b s e c t i o n  (c) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  a p e a c e  o f f i c e r  c a n  o r d e r  a 
p e r s o n  t o  d e s i s t  f r o m  t h e  h a r a s s m e n t ,  a n d  t o  c i t e  t h e  p e r s o n  
if  he  o r  s h e  p e r s i s t s .

S u b s e c t i o n  (d) p r o v i d e s  t h a t  it is a n  a f f i r m a t i v e  d e f e n s e  
t h a t  a p e r s o n  b e l i e v e d  i t  w a s  a l r i g h t  co h a r a s s  s p o r t s m e n .

S u b s e c t i o n  (e) p r o v i d e s  p u n i s h m e n t  of u p  t o  30 d a y s  in 
j a i l  o r  u p  t o  $ 5 0 0  fine.

T h e  s e c o n d  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  for c i v i l  
r e m e d i e s .  S u b s e c t i o n  (a) a l l o w s  a n  a g g r i e v e d  p a r t y  t o  o b t a i n  
a c o u r t  o r d e r  t o  e n j o i n  t h e  o b s t r u c t e r  fr o m  the a c t i v i t i e s .

S u b s e c t i o n  (b) a l l o w s  a n  a g g r i e v e d  p a r t y  t o  r e c o v e r  
d a m a g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  l i c e n s e  a n d  t a g  fees, t r a v e l  costs, g u i d e  
fees, etc.

S u b s e c t i o n  (c) a l l o w s  t h e  c o u r t  t o  a w a r d  p u n i t i v e  
d a m a g e s  in a d d i t i o n  t o  g e n e r a l  a n d  s p e c i a l  d a m a g e s  a l l o w e d  
u n d e r  s u b s e c t i o n  ( b ) .



J u n e  19, V 9 3 4

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Joe L. H a y e s
S p e a k e r  o f  the H o u s e
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s
P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99311

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hayes:

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  g r a n t e d  in art. II, sec. 15, of the 
A l a s k a  C o n s  -.itution, I h a v e  v e t o e d  C S H 3  546(Res) a m  S —  a 
b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  m a d e  it  a m i s d e m e a n o r  for a p e r s o n  
"to p e r f o r m  an a c t  w i t h  the i n t e n t  to o b s t r u c t  or h i n d e r  
h u n t i n g ,  fishing, or t r a p p i n g  e n g a g e d  in l a w f u l l y  by 
a n o t h e r  p e r s o n . "  A s  y o u  m a y  r e c a l l ,  I v e t o e d  a s i m i l a r  
b i l l  (2d S C S  C S H Q  1 6 3 ( J u d ) ) l a s t  y ear.

I h a v e  d e c i d e d  to v e t o  this l e g i s l a t i o n  for the f o l l o w i n g  
r e a s o n s :

F i r s t ,  an a m e n d m e n t  to the b i l l  m a d e  on the H o u s e  floor 
(the i n s e r t i o n  of the l a n g u a g e  " p o s s e s s i n g  a v a l i d  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a  l i c e n s e  or p e r m i t "  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  o n  pa g e  1, 
l i n e s  13 —  14, of the f i n a l  bill) c r e a t e s  b o t h  a
p o t e n t i a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r o b l e m  a n d  a p u b l i c  p o l i c y  
p r o b l e m .

T h e  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  m a d e  to e n s u r e  t h a t  a p e r s o n  w h o  o b ­
s t r u c t s  the c a p t u r e  of o r c a  w h a l e s  in A l a s k a n  w a t e r s  by 
S e a  W o r l d  c o u l d  n o t  be p r o s e c u t e d  u n d e r  this law. T h e  
o v e r a l l  r e s u l t  of this a m e n d m e n t  is t h a t  if a p e r s o n  
o b s t r u c t s  a n u n t e r  h o l d i n g  a v a l i d  s t a t e  l i c e n s e  o r  
p e r m i t ,  t h a t  p e r s o n  c a n  be p r o s e c u t e d  u n d e r  this law, 
w h e r e a s ,  if a p e r s o n  o b s t r u c t s  a h u n t e r  w h o  is l a w f u l l y  
h u n t i n g  w i t h  o n l y  a f e d e r a l  p e r m i t ,  (this i n c l u d e s  o r c a  
c a p t u r e ,  a s  w e l l  as a n y  o t h e r  k i n d  of t ting, fishing, o r  
t r a p p i n g  r e q u i r i n g  a f e d e r a l  p e r m i t  only) that p e r s o n  is

Re: C S H B  5 4 6 (Res) a m  S
(An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to the
o b s t r u c t i o n  
h i n d r a n c e  of 1< 
h u n t i n g ,  fishing, 
t r a p p i n g . )
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c
e x e m p t  f r o m  p r o s e c u t i o n .  S u c h  d i s p a r a t e  t r e a t m e n t  of s i m­
il a r  o f f e n d e r s ,  w i t h  n o  a p p a r e n t  r a t i o n a l  b a s i s  for the 
d i s t i n c t i o n ,  r a i s e s  an e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  q u e s t i o n  u n d e r  the 
c o n s t i t u t i o n .

O n  a p o l i c y  basis, I q u e s t i o n  the w i s d o m  of g r a n t i n g  —  
j u s t  b e c a u s e  we w a n t  to s p e c i f i c a l l y  e x e m p t  f r o m  
p r o s e c u t i o n  t h o s e  w h o  m i g h t  a t t e m p t  to o b s t r u c t  the 
c a p t u r e  o f  o r c a  w h a l e s  —  b l a n k e t  i m m u n i t y  to p e r s o n s  w h o  
o b s t r u c t  h u n t e r s ,  f i s h e r m e n ,  and t r a p p e r s  w h o  a r e  h u n t i n g ,  
f i s h i n g ,  o r  t r a p p i n g  l a w f u l l y  w i t h o u t  a s t a t e  l i c e n s e  or  
p e r m i t .  T h i s  p r o v i s i o n  s h o u l d  b e  g i v e n  m o r e  t h o u g h t f u l  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S e c o n d l y ,  i t  m a y  be d i f f i c u l t  to e f f e c t i v e l y  p r o s e c u t e  an 
o f f e n d e r  u n d e r  the bill. T h e  n e w  l a w  w o u l d  n o t  a p p l y  to 
o b s t r u c t i o n  or h i n d r a n c e  th a t  is " i n c i d e n t a l 1' to a p e r­
so n ' s  l a w f u l  u s e  of p u b l i c  o r  p r i v a t e  l a n d  or w a t e r .  T h i s  
e x c e p t i o n  w a s  i n c l u d e d  so t h a t  h u n t i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w o u l d  
n o t  b e  g i v e n  a c l e a r  p r i o r i t y  o v e r  o t h e r  l a w f u l  o u t d o o r  
a c t i v i t i e s  s u c h  as c a m p i n g ,  h i k i n g ,  b i r a w a t c h i n g , etc. 
A l t h o u g h  a d d i n g  this p r o v i s i o n  s e r v e s  a l a u d a b l e  p u r p o s e ,  

f e s p e c i a l l y  s i n c e  l a s t  y e a r ' s  b i l l  i n c l u d e d  no r e c o g n i t i o n
o f  the v a l i d i t y  of s u c h  c o m p e t i n g  u ses, this l a n g u a g e  is 
l i k e l y  to m a k e  it m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  to p r o s e c u t e  so m e  cases. 
T h a t  .s, it  m a y  b e  d i f f i c u l t  t o  p r o v e  t h a t  o b s t r u c t i v e  
a c t s  w e r e  d e l i b e r a t e  as o p p o s e d  to b e i n g  the i n c i d e n t a l  
r e s u l t  of a n o t h e r  p e r s o n ' s  l a w f u l  u s e  of  the land.

T h i r d l y ,  t h e r e  have a p p a r e n t l y  b e e n  n o  v e r i f i e d  r e p o r t s  in 
A l a s k a  of the types of " s a b o t a g e "  t a c t i c s  t h a t  the p r o­
p o n e n t s  of this bill s e e k  to o r o n i b i t .  I a m  n o t  c o n v i n c e d  
o f  the n e e d  to e s t a b l i s h  a n e w  c r i m e  p r o h i b i t i n g  c o n d u c t  
t h a t  h a s  y e t  to o c c u r  in this state.

F o u r t h l y ,  a s  I s t a t e d  in la s t  y e a r ' s  v e t o  l e t ter, e x i s t i n g
c r i m i n a l  s t a c u t e s  p r o v i d e  a d e q u a t e  c o v e r a g e  for p h y s i c a l
i n t e r f e r e n c e  w i t h  la w f u l  h u n t i n g  a n d  f i s h i n g .  In p a r t i c u­
lar, t h e  c r i m e s  of a s s a u l t ,  c r i m i n a l  m i s c h i e f ,  a n d  h a r a s­
s m e n t  p r o v i d e  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s  s i m i l a r  to t h ose i m p o s e d  
u n d e r  this bill.
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F i n a l l y ,  c r e a t i n g  s u c h  a c r i m e  i n  t h e  A l a s k a  s t a t u t e s  
g i v e s  the i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  A l a s k a  s e e k s  to g i v e  h u nting, 
f i s h i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  of w i l d l i f e ,  ( w h e t h e r  i t  be for 
sp o r t ,  c o m m e r c i a l  p u r p o s e s ,  o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  use) p r i o r i t y  
o v e r  e f f o r t s  to p r o t e c t  a n d  p r e s e r v e  w i l d l i f e .  D e s p i t e  
the f a c t  t h a t  I m y s e l f  h a v e  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in s p o r t  h u n t i n g  
a n d  f i s h i n g ,  I d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  it is a p p r o p r i a t e  to 
m a k e  s u c h  a s t r o n g  s t a t e m e n t  in o u r  laws.

Fo r  t h e s e  r e a s o n s ,  I h a v e  v e t o e d  this bill.

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r
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