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D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a

- P r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  / r e a  
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A d v e r t i s i n g  / p u b l i c  

n o t i c e s  
A e r i a l  p h o t o g r a p h y  
P r i n t i n g / p h o t o g r a p h i c /  

b l u e p r i n t i n g
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1 , 0 0 0
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4 ,000
$ 6 , 7 2 0

S u p p l i e s  

O f f i c e  s u p p l i e s 1,000

T O T A L $ 5 0 , 5 2 0
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A M E N D M E N T

Offered in the SENATE BY ELIASON

TO: SB 362

Page 1, line 7, after "Area":

Insert "; and providing for an effective date"

Page 1, lines 9 - 1 3 :

Delete all bill material.

Page 1, line 14:

Delete "Sec. 2"

Insert "Section 1"

Page 1, line 15, after "(a)":

Insert "The purpose of the Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area is the 

protection and enhancement of the wet meadow habitat that is the key 

roosting area for migrating lesser sandhill cranes, for the protection of 

lesser sandhill cranes, and for the continued public use and enjoyment of 

the area.

(b)"

Reletter remaining subsections.

Page 1, line 26: 

De'ete "(a)"

-1- 2/10/88



I n s e r t  " ( b ) "

Page 2, line 3:

Delete "(b)"

Insert "(c)"

Page 2, line 7:

Delete "(a)"

Insert "(b)"

Page 2, after line 10:

Insert a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c)."

5-1531Aa
Bradley

-2- 2/10/88



D U D E  C R E E K  C R I T I C A L  H A B I T A T  A R E A  

L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t

It is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  

s u r f a c e  v e g e t a t i o n  a n d  s o i l s  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  t o  p r e s e r v e  t h e  

w e t l a n d s  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  a n d  p r o v i d e  

p r o t e c t i o n  t o  m i g r a t i n g  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s .

In c r e a t i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a ,  t h e  S e n a t e  

R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a l s o  i n t e n d s  t h a t  h u n t i n g ,  f i s h i n c . a n d  

t r a p p i n g  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  o c c u r  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  

h a r v e s t  r e g u l a t i o n s  a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d s  of  F i s h e r i e s  

a n d  G a me. T h e  f o l l o w i n g  p u b l i c  u s e s  a n d  a c t i v i t i e s :  w i l d l i f e

v i e w i n g ;  f i r e w o o d  h a r v e s t i n g ;  m e c h a n i z e d  a n d  n o n - m e c h a n i z e d  

a c c e s s ;  h i k i n g ;  b e r r y  p i c k i n g ;  a n d  g r a z i n g  w i l l  b e  a l l o w e d ^ t o  

t h e  e x t e n t  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  f o r  w h i c h  

t h e  a r e a  is e s t a b l i s h ed?] T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  w i l l  

c o n d u c t  s p e c i f i c  f a c t  fi n d i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g s  in 

G u s t a v u s ,  p r i o r  t o  m a k i n g  f i n a l  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  

c o m p a t i b i l i t y  of  a b o v e  uses.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  is t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h  t h e  

c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  in t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of 

a m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n  f o r  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A r e a .

In t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  f o r m s  a n  A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e ,  

t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  w o r k  c l o s e l y  w i t h  t h a t  c o m m i t t e e  in 

p r e p a r a t i o n  of t h e  plan.



Senator Dick Eliason 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alt 99011

Dear Senator Eliason,

In January, I98I4., a referendum (enclosure 1) was sent to all reg­
istered Gustavus voters, asking whether they favored creation of 
a l|.100-acro Critical Habitat Area to protect migrating sandhill 
cranes. This capped a two-year community effort to research the 
need for protection and the various protective options available. 
About 180 ballots were sent out; 91 people chose to vote; 66 
favored the proposal and 25 opposed it.
A committee of Gustavus residents was then formed to act on this 
mandate. In consultation with Dobra Clausen, ADF&G, Habitat Div­
ision, wo developed a package of background information (enclosure 
2), a proposed draft of enabling legislation (enclosure 3), and 
a boundary map (enclosure I4.). This material has now been dis­
played at the po3t office for several weeks, and to date we have 
received no adverse comment on it. We hope that you and Repre­
sentative Goll will now begin the process of enactment into lax-;.

In the course of our work on tne crane i3sue, three cleorcut 
community opinions have emerged. First, there i3 strong senti­
ment in favor of crane protection. Second, people favor the 
idea of a Critical Habitat if the community is fully involved 
in preparing legislation and management plan. And third, many 
feel that human use should be regulated only to the extent noc- 
e3sary. In particular, the following public U3es and activities 
should be allowed: wildlife viewing, firewood harvesting, mechan­
ical and non-mechanical access, hiking, berry picking, and graz­
ing, unless such activities aro documented to be detrimental to 
the migrating sandhill crano3 or their habitat.

Thero is general agreement that prosent use types and amounts ore 
not threatening the cranes or thoir habitat in the area proposed 
for legislative action. The protective effort was begun bocau3o 
cranos havo boon substantially excluded from other part3 of Gus­
tavus and could be eliminated throughout if future use and develop­
ment proceed in an unplannod fashion.

Lloyd Prouty, Dobbio Woodruff, Morgan DoDoor and I will bo glad 
to provide furthor informat Lon or a33iat in any way you wish.

31noo”oly,

Grog Strovolor, Chairman



S h C , ! ( p ^  u r ( L  1

Gustavus Community Association Referendum JANUARY, 198^
Established two years ago, the referendum was initiated 

to sample the opinions of the whole community, that is tne 
registered voters of this election district. While not 
legally binding it is nonetheless recognized by the State of 
Alaska as a valid polling device.

Those responding are requested to return the completed 
referendum questions no later than Feb. 5th by mailing' them to 
Box 62 Gustavus, AK 99826.

* jf * * * * if. v jf * r *

. Road Maintenance-

Fact: In 1983 the Alaska State Legislature appropriated
$115,000 to upgrade Tong Road, Same Old Road, Salmon River Road 
and Rink River Road. An additional 27 thousand dollars was 
appropriated which was not used. The question arises on 
waether or not to spend this money for the maintenance of ex­
isting roads or upgrading other roads or returning the money 
to the state. Since receiving this request for tnis refer­
endum, solicited legal opinion states that the GCA can be held 
liable for damages incurred as a result of this recent upgrade 
or any future maintenance or improvements to the road3 or the 
Goode River Bridge.

iquestlon:
1. Tne $27,000 should be used for maintaining the four 

recently upgraded roads. Yes No
2. The $27,000 should_£e used to upgrade other local 

access roads. (Yes^> No
3* The $27,000 shoulcTbe used to hire a professional' 

engineer to inspect tne recently upgraded roads and 
to pay for any necoessary corrections for^safety, 
therefore minimizing liability to GCA. Qfei) No

4 . The $27,000 should be returned to the State. Yes NO

Pro Statement:
The $27,000 could be used for several years to maintain 

iocal access roads, including snow removal. It has been esti­
mated that it would cost somewhere between $3,000 and $6,000 
a year to maintain these local access reads.

Winter snow removal would allow aooess year round and 
would allow the Fire Department and KMTEs to respond to fire 
and medical emergencies. Pot holes could be filled in the 
■spring and the roads could be graded throughout the spring.

Con Statement:
The acceptance of the $27,000 will put the community in 

the road maintenance business while the intent of the $115,000 
was to bring the roads up to standard. Aoaeptanoe establishes 
a precedent for other new road3 that will be built, with the 
ccmmuntiy expected to maintain them. This also represents 
another step in our inertia towards looal government, and if 
and wnou Gustavus incorporated road maintenance and liability 
costs woulu be sunatantial.



Jetfoil Service

P a g e  2

Fact: In early December of 1983*representatives from
Boeing Marine and the State division of Marine Transportation 
met with the community, informing residents of their plen to 
bring jetfoil service to Gustavus. Plans called for a 240 
passenger boat coming once a week with a 40 lb. baggage limit 
at a trice of #30 on a te.st basis for the summer of T84, with 
alterations planned for tne existing float. In response to 
protest expressed at the meeting the state agreed to postpone 
service until the question was put to the community in tne 
form of a referendum, ( p . s. O n  12/13/83, a  p h o n e c a l !  w a s  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  D O T  s t a t i n  

t h e y  c o u l d  n o t  w a i t  f o r  r e s u l t r  o f  t h i s  r e f e r e n d u m  t o  d o  t h e i r  s c h e d u l e  a n d  t h e r e f o r e
wnestion: w e r e  r e m o v i n g  G u s t a v u s  f r o m  t h e  1 9 8 4  s u m m e r  r o u t e .  T h e  G C A  w o u l d

s t i l l  l i k e  y o u r  o p i n i o n  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r  s o  p l e a s e  a n s w e r  t h e  q u e s t i o
1. Should the State of Alaska bring jetfoil service to 

the community of G u s t a v u s ?  Y e s  (^oj

Pro Statement:
Jetfoil service \rould provide a chopper means of trans­

portation and would thus enable more people to visit who would
spend tourist dollars in our community. Other communities
would be more accesible and may lead to full-time ferry service, 
which would allow increased freignt and vehicular services.
This would be an alternative for those wno do not like to fly.

0 on o uEl w.
Tne community has repeatedly petitioned against regular 

ferry service intthe past and jetfoil service represents the 
same. Alterations to thetexisting float could possibly imperil 
local usage and existing barge service, There are no existing 
facilities to handle a large influx of visitors and subsequent 
impact could be suostantial and detrimental to the community.

Dude Creek Meadows Protection-

Pact: In May of 1983 a questioaaire was sent to the
registered voters of Gustavus asking if the sandhill cranes 
wnich, during migration, feed and rest along Dude Creek be 
given same 3ort of protection. Kighty-one percent of those 
questioned replied "yes.” A oommlttee was established to 
research tne options available for protecting sandhill cranes 
and recommended the Community Association request the state 
legislature through Pish and Game, establisn some 4,000 acres 
along Dude Creek as sandhill crane critical habitat.

CQuestion: /  h
(Option 1

1 . Should approximately 4 , 0 0 0 aoresAp a ra lle lin g  Dude /  
Creek be designated a s ^ le r i t ic a l h a b ita t ' fo r the 
3 a n d n il l crane? (No)

2. If "no", would you support incluoion sf„.only. the. aroa 
woot of hudo Crook (Option 2), or some othsr^fcypo ef 
protection other than"criticai habitat" ?

Yoo *e Specify _ _

- a -



Page 3

P r o  S t a t e m e n t :

T h e  s e t t i n g  a s i d e  o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  4 , 0 0 0  a c r e s  o f  G u s t a v u s  

w e t l a n d s  f o r  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  

7 , 0 0 0  s a n d h i l l  c r a n e s  w h o  r e s t  a n d  f e e d  a n n u a l y  i n  t h e  D u d e  

C r e e k  m e a d o w s  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  c o m m i t t m e n t  t o  t h e  w e l l - b e i n g  o f  a 

p a r t i c u l a r  s p e c i e s  o f  w a t e r f o w l .  B o u n d a r i e s  p r o t e c t  o n l v  t h e  a r e a s  

m o s t  h e a v i l y  u s e d  b y  t h e  c r a n e s .  A l l  t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  s u c h  a s  

h u n t i n g ,  t r a p p i n g ,  f i r s w o o d  h a r v e s t  a n d  a l l - t e r r a i n  v e h i c l e  u s e  

w i l l  c o n t i n u e  .is l o n g  a s  t h e y  d o  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  s p e c i e s .

T h e  a r e a  w o u l d  s e r v e  f o r  p e r p e t u i t y  as  a r e c r e a t i o n a l  a r e a .  

C o m m u n i t y  i n p u t  o n  t h e  a r e a ' s  m a n a g e m e n t  c a n  b e  v n r y  s t r o n g  i f  

w e  h e l p  w r i t e  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  p l a n .

C o n  S t a t e m e n t :

B e c a u s e  G u s t a v u s  i s  a l r e a a y  s u r r o u n d e d  b y  2 m i l l i o n  a c r e s  

o f  P a r k ,  a n y  l a n d s  r e s t r i c t e d  f o r  u s e  w i t h i n  o u r  c o m m u n i t y  

w o u l d  o n l y  h i n d e r  f u r t h e r  g r o w t h  a n d  i s  m e r e l y  a n  a t t e m p t  t o  

l o c k  u p  m o r e  o f  o u r  s t a t e .  A g r i c u l t u r a l  - n d  r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s c 3 
m a y  b e  r e s t r i c t e d  b y  F i s h  &. G a m e  a n d / o r  " e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n c e r n s "

a n d  o t h e r s  w h o  m a y  not. bt t r u l y  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  o u r  n e e d s  -  t h i s  

c o u l d  b e  d a n g e r o u s .  T o  l o c k  u p  l a n d s  u s e d  o n l y  a c o u p l e  m o n t h r

a y e a r  b y  t h e  c r a n e s ,  a n d  l i k e l y  t o  c h a n g e  b y  n a t u r a l  s u c c e s s i o n  

i s  u n w i s e .
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M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t o r  J a c k  C o g h i l l ,  Cha,
S e n a t e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t

FROM: S e n a t o r  D i c k  E l i a s o n

RE: S.B. 362 - A n  A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l
H a b i t a t  A r e a

DATE: F e b r u a r y  9, 1988

S e n a t e  B i l l  362 e s t a b l i s h e s  t h e  D u d e  C r e e k  C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  
a r e a  n e a r  G u s t a v u s .  T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is a d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e  t o  
a r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  of G u s t a v u s .  In J a n u a r y ,  1984, 
t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  G u s t a v u s  o v e r w h e l m i n g  p a s s e d  a r e f e r e n d u m  
r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  f o r  
t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  e n h a n c e m e n t  o f  a k e y  r o o s t i n g  a r e a  for 
m i g r a t i n g  L e s s e r  S a n d h i l l  C r a n e s .

In 1 9 8 5  s i m i l a r  l e g i s l a t i o n  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  u n a n i m o u s l y ,  b u t  
as  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d  in q u e s t i o n  w a s  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  
t r u s t  land, t h e  S e n a t e  d e c i d e d  t o  d e l a y  a c t i o n  o n  t h e  
l e g i s l a t i o n  u n t i l  a n  e q u i t a b l e  s o l u t i o n  t o  t h e  t r u s t  l a n d  
i s s u e  w a s  found. P a s s a g e  o f  C h a p t e r  48, S L A  1987, p r o v i d e d  
t h e  a n s w e r .  U n d e r  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h i s  law, 3 , 4 4 3  a c r e s  of 
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  l a n d  l o c a t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c r i t i c a l  
h a b i t a t  a r e a  w i l l  r e m a i n  in t h e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  t r u s t  c o r p u s  a n d  
t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  w i l l  n o t  n e e d  t o  f i n d  
r e p l a c e m e n t  l a n d s  f o r  t h i s  a c r e a g e .  G e o r g e  R o g e r s ,  c h a i r m a n ,  
I n t e r i m  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  C o m m i s s i o n ,  s u p p o r t s  t h e  p a s s a g e  
o f  S B  362.

T h e  d e s i g n a t i o n  of  a c r i t i c a l  h a b i t a t  a r e a  w o u l d  a l l o w  all 
t r a d i t i o n a l  u s e s  o f  the l a n d  w h i l e  p r o v i d i n g  w i l d l i f e  h a b i t a t  
p r o t e c t i o n .
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Post Office Box 62 
Gustavus, Alaska 99826

Senator Dick Eliason 
Pouek V
Juneau, AK 99801

January 27, 1988

Dear Senator Eliason,

With the settling of the mental health land issue, the way again 
seems clear for CSHB 312, the bill for an act to establish the 
Dude Creek Critical Habitat Area.

I would liko to take this opportunity to encourage your support 
for this bill. Work was begun toward tho possibility of the 
critieal habitat designation in 1978 and througi a lengthy pro­
cess of negotiation and compromise a proposal was reached that 
does meet the needs and wishes of most people.

The community demonstrated majority support for this bill in Jan­
uary, 198Lp, in a referendum ballot polling every registered voter. 
The response was 66 in favor and 25 opposed. In 1985, the Gustavus 
Community Association endorsed the bill.

The eritical habitat designation would allow all traditional uses 
of the land to continue, i.e., hunting, fishing, clamming, berry 
picking, collection of beach logs, kelping, grazing, hikimg and use 
of recreational vehicles, while providing enduring wildlife habitat 
protection.

Thank you for your consideration.

Dan Mills 
President

DM/am
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