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SB 290  "An A ct r e l a t i n g  t o  s u p p l y i n g  f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on f i s h  t i c k e t s "

By l a w ,  e v e r y  t im e  a f is h e r m a n  s e l l s  f i s h  t o  a c o m m e r c ia l f i s h  b u y e r ,  t h e  
t r a n s a c t i o n  must  b e d o cu m en ted  by a  f i s h  t i c k e t  w h i c h  i s  f i l l e d  o u t  by t h e  
f i s h  b u y e r  and s i g n e d  by t h e  b u y e r  and th e  f i s h e r m a n .  T h i s  t i c k e t  
d e s c r i b e s  w h at s p e c i e s  o f  f i s h  a r e  s o l d ,  t h e  p o u n d a g e ,  t h e  p r i c e  p a i d ,  an  
i m p r i n t  o f  t h e  f i s h e r m a n ' s  f i s h i n g  p e r m i t ,  and a d e s c r i p t i o n  o f  t h e  a r e a  
w h ere  th e  f i s h  w e r e  c a u g h t .  C o p i e s  o f  e a c h  f i s h  t i c k e t  a r e  p r o v i d e d  t o  t h e  
f i s h e r m a n ,  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  F i s h  and Game ( o r  N a t i o n a l  M arin e  F i s h e r i e s  
S e r v i c e  f o r  t h o s e  f i s h e r i e s  u n d e r  f e d e r a l  j u r i s d i c t i o n ) ,  t h e  D e p t ,  o f  
R e v e n u e ,  C o m m erc ia l F i s h e r i e s  E n t r y  C o m m iss io n , and D e p t ,  o f  P u b l i c  
S a f e t y .

I t  i s  v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  f o r  f i s h e r i e s  ma n a g e me n t ,  t a x a t i o n ,  and s o  on t h a t  
a l l  o f  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  i n  a c c u r a t e .  But  c u r r e n t l y  t h e r e  i s  no s p e c i f i c  
p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  l a w  a g a i n s t  p r o v i d i n g  f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  when f i s n  i s  s o l d  
. o  t h e  f i s h  b u y e r .

One pr i me  e x a m p l e  o f  how i n c o r r e c t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on f i s h  t i c k e t s  c a n  a f t e c t  
a f i s h e r y  i s  i n  t  lie h a l i b u t  f i s h e r y .  The f i s h e r y  i s  m anaged j o i n t l y  
b e t w e e n  t h e  U . S .  and Canada by th e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  P a c i f i c  H a l i b u t  
C o m m iss io n . I t  i s  m anaged on  a s t r i c t  q u o t a - b y - a r e a  s y s t e m  w h e r e b y  t h e  
A l a s k a n  and C a n a d i a n  c o a s t l i n e  i s  d i v i d e d  i n t o  a r e a s  ( l a b l e d  1A, 2A,  3A,  
IB,  2 B , e t c . ) .  E ach  a r e a  h a s  an a l l o t t e d  num ber o f  p ou n d s i t  ca n  c a t c h .  
T h e r e  h a v e  lo n g  b e e n  s u s p i c i o n s ,  and l a t e l y  som e s u b s t a n t i a t i o n ,  t h a t  som e  
o f  th e  l a r g e  v e s s e l s  w h i c h  f i s h  i n  one  a r e a  w i l l  r e p o r t  t o  t h e i r  b u y e r s  
t h a t  t h e y  c a u g h t  t h e  f i s h  i n  a n o t h e r  a r e a .  They  do t h i s  i n  h o p e s  o f  
f i l l i n g  t h e  q u o t a  i n  a n  a r e a  w h ere  t h e y  do n o t  f i s h  s o  t h a t  t h e  q u o t a  i n  
t h e i r  own a r e a  w i l l  n o t  be  f i l l e d  a s  s o o n  and t h e y  w i l l  be a l l o w e d  m ore  
d a y s  o i  f i s h i n g .  W i t h o u t  d i s i n c e n t i v e s  f o r  t h i s  p r a c t i c e  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  
c o n t i n u e  o r  g e t  v o r s e  a s  h a l i b u t  s e a s o n s  g e t  s h o r t e r  and s h o r t e r  e a c h  
y e a r .

Wh i l e  c r e a t i n g  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  p r o v i d i n g  f a l s e  i n f o r m a t i o n  on t l s h  t i c k e t s  
may n o t  be  h i g h l y  e n f o r c e a b l e  o r  t o t a l l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  s t o p p i n g  t h e  
p r a c t i c e ,  i t  i s  l i k e l y  t o  c u r b  i t  d r a m a t i c a l l y  s i n c e  f i s h e r m e n  h a v e  no  
g u a r c n t e e  t h a t  f a l s e l y  r e p o r t i n g  t h e  a r e a  f i s h e d  w i l l  e x t e n d  t h e i r  s e a s o n  
and s o  w i l l  s e e  i t  a s  n o t  w o r t h  t h e  r i s k .  Management  o f  t h e  f i s h e r y  w i l l  
becom e mo*-e f a i r  and w i l l  be b a se d  on m ore d e p e n d a b l e  c a t c h  d a t a .
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The Department of Public Safety supports SB 290, "An Act relating to 
supplying false information on fish tickets."

The passage of this amendment to AS 16.05.690 will give the Department of 
Public Safety the ability to charge a person who falsifies information on 
fish tickets with a clear, enforceable statute. This amendment will 
place the commercial fishermen who harvest Alaska's resources on notice 
that accurate information is required to be supplied by them on fish 
tickets.

In sum, the passage of this amendment will aid our department in carrying 
out its enforcement responsibilities and protection of the Fish & Wild­
life Resources of the State of Alaska.

Commissioner
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