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To: Members of the Senate and House Carmittee on Resources

Fran: Senator Coghill

Re: "SB 2C5, An Act Relating to the RaiUbelt energy council and
providing for an effective date"

The Railbelt Energy Council (REC) was created by the Legislature 
during the 1986 session. The Council was established to review various 
energy related issues and problems of the Railhelt and how best to 
utilize the Railhelt Energy Fund (REF). The Council was to report its 
recarmendations to the Legislature by February 15, 1987.

The Council was of immense value to all 13 of its members. The 
legislators became well-versed with the Railbelt energy issues, while 
the utilities were able, for the first time, to forge a consensus on how 
best to address the Railhelt energy needs. The council completed its 
report, on January 24, 1987 and transmitted its unanimous findings and 
recarmendations to the legislature.

SB 205 will extend the Council for one year in order to monitor the 
implementation of its recarmendations. In addition, it will provide the 
only formal mecharr sm for participation by the Railbelt utilities. The 
Council will report to the 1988 legislature on hew well the 
recommendations are being implemented and whether there are any 
remaining problem areas.

In addition, SB 205 will add the Alaska Fewer Authority to the 
membership of the Council. The purpose is to make sure that all key 
players are officially represented in order to enable the Council to 
address the Railhelt energy issue 3 in the most caiprehensive and 
coordinated tranner possible.
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ALASKA POWER AUTHORITY 
POSITION PAPER

SENATE BILL NO. 205

The Alaska Power A u th o r i ty does not c u r re n t ly  havo a formal p o s i t io n on 
Senate B i l l  No. 205. The Alaska Power A u th o r i ty Board o f D ire c to rs has 
not had the oppo r tu n ity to meet and adopt a po s i t io n on SB 205. The 
Alaska Power A u th o r i ty  Board o f D irec to rs is scheduled to meet on 
A p r i l 21, 1987 and SB 205 w i l l  be pres*' ted fo r the Board's cons id ­
e ra t io n a t th is  meeting.

While the Alaska Power A u th o r i ty cannot speak d i r e c t l y  on the b i l l ,  the 
ove ra l l in te n t o f the le g is la t io n  appears to enhance the newly es tab ­
l ished working re la t io n s h ip  and rappo r t between the Alaska Power Autho r­
i t y  and the R a i lb e l t u t i l i t i e s  which has developed over the recen t 
months.
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