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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

FURTHER: FINANCE ____
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Mr. President:

RESOURCES______________________ Committee co n s i d e r e d ^  SB 18

creating the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge.

a n d  recommended:

[ ] replace w i t h  CS F O R  ____________________
llA^or adopt   CS F O R  g  &  / S f O

[ ] attached amendment(s) and

[ ̂ U / d o  p < & s

[ ] do not pass
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[ ] individual recommendations

[ ] further referral to____________________________________

[ ] letter of intent adopted______________________________

Committee [ ] attached or [ ] adopted fiscal note(s)
[ ] n e w  [ ] updated or (̂ -] previous

^  zero [ ] fiscal impact

OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

• • *

[ ] Committee Backup

) [] same title 
) new title
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February 20, 1987

Senate Resources Committee 
State  of Alaska 
P. 0. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Re: SB18 Creating the Anchorage Coastal Wi ldl i fe Refuge

Honorable Hembers of the Committee:

I  urge your support of the Anchorage Coastal W ild life  Refuge (SB18). This is
a b i l l  that you should be able to approve with no controversy. I t  fa ir ly
represents the broad interests of the Anchorage community as well as the 
specific in terests of environmental groups, property owners, real estate  
developers and recreationists.

Part of th is  refuge is adjacent to property that we are currently developing 
in South Anchorage. We welcome i t s  designation as a w ild life  refuge. We 
recognize that because of the fact that our project abuts th is future refuge 
i t  could affect the use of our property and the scrutiny that we are subject 
to as part of our approval processes. Even so, the resources that are 
protected through this designation and the benefits to us, as adjacent 
property owners, and to the community are paramount.

I  have followed the progress of th is L i l l  through the last leg is la tive  session
and am amazed that the b i l l  has not been approved to date. The variety of
Issues relating to transportation, resource development and land use have been 
adequately addressed in the b i l l  in i ts  current form.

Thank you for your consideration of this matter. Again, I urge your support.

Alaska Diversified Properties. Inc.
R Q  Box 190769 • 4100 W. International AJrport Road • Anchorage Alaska 99519-0769 • (907) 2<i3-5400
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February 25, 1987

The Honorable Jack Coghill, Chairman 
Alaska State Senate 
Senate Resources Committee 
Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Coghill and Members:

I am writing to add the Anchorage Convention and Visitors Bureau to 
the list of the individuals and organizations supporting the bill 
before your Committee establishing the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife 
Refuge.

The significance of Potters Marsh *r>d thp related wetlands to tourism 
for Anchorage and Southcentral Alaska has been well established. It 
is one of the most visited attractions in Anchorage and is the 
northern anchor of self-driving tours that extend onto the Kenai 
Peninsula. The related tidelands are important to the maintenance of 
the waterfowl population that makes this visitor attraction what it 
is. In short, it is a resource of major importance not only for 
residents but for those visiting our State who contribute so greatly 
to our economy.

For these reasons, the A C V B  Board of Directors placed the Potters 
Marsh Refuge bill on its legislative priority list in i986.

I have not read of strenuous opposition to this bill from any 
quarter, and urge your support of the bill. T h a n k  you for giving 
the visitor perspective your consideration.
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February 25, 1987

To: All Resource Cantu.ttee Members

From: Committee Staff

Re: CSSB 18, "An Act creating the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge"

The sponsor's statement in the packet provides a section by section 
analysis of SB 18.

The substitute bill before the comiittee today changes Section 1, 
subsection (b) and provides for a management plan to be prepared by the 
Department of Fish and Game in consultation with the Department of 
Natural Resources. The original bill did not provide for consultation 
with DNR.

Also changed is subsection (c) in Section 1. The substitute version 
provides for a public right-of-way for surface transportation and a 
utility corridor across state land and water between Anchorage and Fire 
Island and identification of the actual location of the right-of-way. 
The original bill was less specific and provided for "continued surface 
access between Fire Island and Anchorage."

In Section 2 the substitute increases the preparation time from one to 
three years for the initial management plan.

Included in your packet are:

Sponsor's statement
DNR position paper
Fish & Game position paper
Zero fiscal note
Fish & Game memo re: permitted uses in the refuge 
Support letter from Anchorage Audubon Society 
Anchorage Assembly resolution
Support letter from Rabbit Creek Conminity Council

box V 
JtiiUMii. Alaska 90ft I 1 

(907) 465*4907



W h i le  in Session: 
P.O. Box V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907) 465-4978/4979

In ter im  
11920 Johns Rd. 

Anchorage, AK 99515 
(907) 349-5373

1024 W. 6th 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

(907) 276-6739

DATE: February 14, 196 7

In 1971, the Alaska State Legis lature created Potter Point State Game 
Refuge (AS 16.20.030(b)) which extends southeasterly  along the 
coastline o f  Anchorage from Pt. Campbell to Potter Creek. Th is  easily 
accessible, urban re fuge prov ides excellent w ild l i fe  viewing 
opportun it ies  fo r  c i ty  res idents , and i t  enhances the Anchorage economy 
th rough  its  value as a to u r is t  a ttrac t ion .

In June 1983, the M un ic ipa lity  o f  Anchorage (MOA) established the 
Potter Marsh Task Force to address management problems tha t were 
developing both w ith in  and around the Refuge, and to subsequently  
make recommendations for improving management o f  the re fuge. The 
Task Force is supported by  the MOA, Alaska Department o f  Fish and 
Came (ADF&G), Alaska Department o f  Natural Resources (DNR) and 
interested public members.

SB 18 is supported by  the A dm in is tra t ion , the Rabbit Creek Community 
Council, the Oceanview Community Council, the National Rifle 
Association, the M un ic ipa lity  o f Anchorage and various environmental 
and development groups in the Anchorage area. It is an example of 
m ultip le-use legislation which has been developed and supported by 
d iverse groups and ind iv idua ls  and I re spec tfu lly  request i ts  passage 
by the Committee.

SB 18 would:

I)Rename the ex is t ing  Potter Point State Came Refuge the "Anchorage 
Coastal Wildlife Refuge1̂

Section I, AS 16.20.031 (a) would establish the Anchorage Coastal 
Wildlife Refuge to be managed fo r  the pro tection  o f w ate rfow l, shore 
b ird s ,  salmon, and o ther fish and w ild l i fe  species, and the ir  habita t 
and fo r the use and enjoyment o f  the people o f the State. Section 3 
repeals AS 16.20.030(b) which is the ex is t ing  s ta tu te  estab lish ing the 
Potter Point State Game Refuge. This new name more accurate ly 
reflects the Refuge's location and re lation to the c i ty  o f  Anchorage.

£§>tate Hegtetature
Senator Mike Szymanski

M E M O R A N D U M

TO:

FROM:

SUBJECT:

Senate Resource Committee Members

Senator Mike Szymanski ?v
SB 18 -  Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge 

Background / la ten t

S e n a te  D is tr ic t  E
Mitt-Su • S>i. Anchorage • Bird/Indian •  GlnlwooJ •  W htuicr • Nikliki •  Cooper Landing • Hope •  Seward •  Cordova •  Vtrldc;



2) Provice a precise legal d esc r ip t ion , in surveyab le  section lines, o f 
the boundaries o f  the State-ownecTland and water included in th e 
Refuge.

The 1971 legis lation reads, "The  following described state-owned land 
and adjacent st3te w a te r, exc lud ing  ex is t ing  and ap p l ied - fo r  h ighw ay, 
p ipelines and ra ilway r ig h ts -o f -w a y  as o f  May 20, 1971, are established 
as the Potter Point State Came Refuge: All land and water south and
west o f  and adjacent to the toe o f  the b lu f f  which extends from 
Campbell Point sou theasterly  to Potter C ree k ."  Th is  language does not 
define any real o r  measurable lim it as to how fa r the Refuge boundary 
extends seaward, and the in land boundary  is open to wide 
in te rp re ta t io n .  Many times, th is  lack o f  c la r i ty  has resulted in 
confusion fo r  state agencies, p r iva te  development in te res ts , and the 
general pub lic .  T here fo re , SB 18 in Section I, subsections (I)  th rough 
(7) describes in detail the legal re fuge boundaries.

3) Add additional tidelands and near shore upland to the existing  
re fuge.

The MOA has asked tha t Refuge boundaries be expanded northward  
from Pt. Campbell to Pt. Woronzof to include municipally owned wetlands
w ith in  the Refuge for management by ADF&G. In 1979, under the 
Anchorage Coastal Zone Management Plan, these lands were iden tif ied  as 
Areas Merit ing  Special A tten t ion  and classified as Preservation Wetlands. 
Inclusion o f  these lands w ith in  the Refuge does not a ffo rd  them any 
more pro tection  than they  a lready have under the preservation s ta tus,
b u t  would fac i l i ta te  the un iform  management o f  Anchorage's coastal 
lands. The new boundaries (described in Section I,  subsections (I)  
th rou gh  (7 ))  were cooperative ly  drawn by the MOA, ADF&C, and DNR.

4) R estr ic t the state and m un ic ipa lity  from acqu ir ing  p ro p e r ty  by 
eminent domain fo r  inclusion w ith in  the Refuge.

Th is  would p ro tec t p r iva te  p ro p e r ty  owners by re q u ir in g  that p rope rty  
to be inc luded w ith in  the anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge be acquired 
th ro u gh  purchase, exchange, or o therw ise (Section 1 (e)), and 
p ro h ib it in g  acquis ition by  eminent domain.

5) Provide fo r  management o f  the Refuge by ADF&G and DNR.

Section 1(b) prov ides th a t ,  as in the past, both ADF&C and DNR would 
exercise th e ir  respective  au tho rit ies  over the Refuge, except as 
p rov ided  in Section 1(d). Management o f  the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife 
Refuge will be consis tent w ith  a management plan prepared by the 
ADF&C unde r A S I6 .20.040-16.20.060. The plan will be completed w ith in  
one year o f  the e ffec t ive  date o f the Act (Section 2).

The management plan prepared by ADF&G shall also p rov ide  fo r a 
c o r r id o r  fo r  tran sp orta t ion  and u t i l i t ie s  between Fire Island and the 
Anchorage mainland (Section 1 (c )) .  Th is  is to ensure access to the 
is land 's owners fo r  fu tu re  development and would also be o f economic 
bene fit  to the MOA.



H un ting , as in the past and in accordance w ith  state regulations will 
continue to be allowed on state-owned lands w ith in  the Refuge west and 
no rth  o f  the Alaska RailroacT

While the land and water areas o f the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge 
are closed to mineral e n try  under AS 38.05.185 -  38.05.275, the 
boundary  extension n o rth  o f Pt. Campbell was drawn so tha t all 
p rev ious ly  issued o ffshore  mining permits were excluded from w ith in  the 
Refuge. Oil and gas leasing will not be affected (Section 1(f)) by th is  
legislation
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LOCATION MAP

\*

Year Established 1971
Purpose protect natural habitat and gamo populations  

(especially w aterfow l)
Lands Involved State lands, tidelands, and subm erged lands

POTTEn POINT STATE GAME REFUGE
AS 16 20 030(b) The following described slate owned lands and adjacent stale v aters, 
excluding exisling and applied-for highway, pipelines and railway r igh tso lw ay  as ol May 
20.1971, are established as Ihe Potter Point State Game Refuge Ail ta^ds and waters 
south and west of and adjacent to the toe of the bluff wh ch extends frc r m p te ll Pomt 
southeasterly to Potter Creek Notwithstanding any other provision o l law. within one 
year from the effective date of this Act, Ihe municipality in which the Potter State Game 
Refuge is contained may zone privately owned land within the refuge II no zoning action 
Is taken by Ihe municipality within one year, the Department o l Natural Resources may 
adopt, in accordance with the Administrative Procedure Act (AS 44 62). zoning regu'a 
tions governing privately owned land within the Potter Point Slate Game Refuge
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DEPARTM ENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

400 WILLOUGHBY AYE. 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400

February I, 1987

The Honorable Arliss  Sturgulewski, C hair 
Senate Community and Regional Affairs  C o m m ittee 
A laska State Legislat ure 
P.O. Box V  
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Sturgulewski:

S u b j e c t : I am writing to reiterate my support for e s t a b l i s h i n g  
the An chorage Coastal W i l d l i f e  Refuge as d e s c ribe d in 
SB 18. •

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n : I understand that enactment of this bill may be in
jeopardy because of my request that mi eral c l o s u r e  of 
the refuge extension not be included : . the statute, 
but instead be the product o f  the refuge pl anning 
process. As I made clear from the beginning, if it 
appears that my request jeopardizes SB 18 in any way, 
feel free to approve the bill as written.

Sincerely,

J u dit h M. Brady 
Commis s i o n e r

cc: Committee Members
Governor's L egislative Liaison

\
1 0 - J 9 L H



STATE O F  ALASKA 

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS
DEPARTMENT

Fish ana Game

DIVISION

Habitat
B ILL NUMBER

CS SB 18 (ck£th
SPONSOR

Szymanski & Sturgulewski
DEPARTMENT p c & t o n

Support ^  ■)
P R E P A R E ) BY

Habitat Division ^aj/Tz:'

CATE

2/5/87
C jK lM fe S IO N E R tS jt f jA T U R E  _  / ' H OATE

n

S U M M A R Y
c r - e *  A C D O t s  a f f e c t e d  b y  b i l l  

Department of Natural Resources

CONSTITUENT G RO U PS) A FFEC TED  BY B ILL

Anchorage Residents

ofcamzatcmaa . support  f o r  bill

Municipality of Anchorage 
Department of Natural Resources 
Potter Marsh Task Force (Interagency)

ORGANIZATIONAL o ppo s it io n  TO BILL
None Known

FGCJLL JM PAC.. Li NONE □  F ISC A L NOTE ATTACHED

BACKGROUND LEC.SLATTYE INTENT

Establishment of the Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge will protect important waterfowl 
and shcrebira habitat in the Anchorage area. It will provide for public use and enjoyment 
of the refuge. The bill ‘will clarify and enhance the existing Potter Foint State Game 
Refuge. '

AVUTSS OF BUJLRROGPAM EFFECTS

See SB 18 Bill Analysis 1/23/87 

Araendnertts to the bill will:

1. Clarify that the act will rename the existing Potter Point State Game Refuge.
2. Clarify that Department of Fish and Game will prepare a management plan in

consultation with the Department of Natural Resources. t. .
3. Provide for a public right-of-way for surface transportation and a utility corridor 

between Fire Islaixi and the Mainland.
4. Direct that the management plan be completed within three years after the effective 

date of the act.

AAWOMfcNTS PROPOSED

N f / U  ATTACH A SEPARATE SHEET FOR ADDITION YSIS.

'JU



B ill  V e rs io n  : CS
R E Q U E S T :  P u b lish  D a t e : ______________________ '

STATIC O K  ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL N O T E

R e v is ion  Date:      A gency  A f f e c te d : A D FsG
T i d e  : A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  b r u  :  _______________________

Refuge
S p o n s o r : S z y m a n s k i  t  S t u r g u l e w s k i   C o m p o n e n ts  :
R e q u e s to r : _____________________________________________ ______________

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (T h o usan ds  o f  Dollars)

OPERATING FY 87 FY 83 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONrRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
\1ISCP.I_LANEOUS

0
0 •

o
0
0
0
n
0

T O T A L  OPERATING 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

F U N D I N G :  (T h o u sa n d s  o f  Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
o n  icr 
tnr.\t.

0

0

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-TIM E
PART-TIM E
TEM PO RAR Y

0

A N A L Y S I S  : (A ttach  a  separate  page i f  necessary)

Prepared  by  
D iv is ion  :

B r u c e  B a k e r ,  A c t i n g  D i r e c t o

■ HahiLaL.

A p p ro ved  by C o m m i s s i o n e r : 
A g e n c y :   F i s h  a n d  G a n e

P h o n e  
D a t e : .

D is t r ibu t ion  (by p r e p a r e r ) :  
l e g i s l a t iv e  F in an ce  
L c g is lauv e  S p o n so r  
Requestor
Office o f  M an agem en t  ar .d  Budget 
Im pacted  Agencyiies)
Senate Secretary

I»65-A105 

■275787“

Date: 2/5/87
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MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
Roland Shanks
Special Assist ant
O ffic e of the C o m m i s s i o n e r

OATE: April 9, 1985

FILE NO

Bruce H. Baker 
A c t i n g  Director 
Ha b i t a t  Division

TELEPHONE NO:

P e r m i t t e d  A c t i v i t i e s  
in C r i tical Habitat 
Areas

465-4105

SUBJECT

D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and Game

As y o u  requested, we have reviewed the files on Critical 
H a b i t a t  Area permits for the past three years. There w e r e  a 
total of 30 appli c a t i o n s  rece ived for a c t i v i t i e s  in seven of 
the C r i t i c a l  Habit at Areas. Of these, 28 w e r e  approved and 
2 were denied. A c t i v i t i e s  in C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  Areas which 
were p e r m i t t e d  include: seismic exploration; p l a c e m e n t  of
fill material; sewage outfall; dredging; heavy e q u i p m e n t  
transport; storage o f  m a r i n e  dril ling rig; small boat harbor 
expansion; log rafting a n d  transfer; r e t a inin g 
w a l l s / b u lkheads; o i l  and gas leases; and g e o l o g i c a l  
exploratory' work. Details are provided in the attached

C r i t i c a l  H a b i t a t  A reas are m u l t i p l e  use areas. Activi t i e s  
are a l l o w e d  in Critical  H a bitat Areas in a m a n n e r  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  the purpose for w h i c h  each area is established. 
Ac t i v i t i e s  w hich are p e r m a n e n t  in nature or will have a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  effect on fish and game popula tions or their 
h a b i t a t s  (other than lawful hunting  and fishing) r e quire a 
pe r m i t  from the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish and Game. A l l  other  
activi ties do not r e q u i r e  permits. A c t i v i t i e s  w h i c h  do not 
require  a critical habitat area permit  include hunting, 
fishing, trapping, p u b l i c  access, r e c r e a t i o n a l  activities  
(hiking, skiing, h o r s e b a c k  riding, dog team travel, camping, 
m o u n t a i n  climbing, etc.), boating, berrypicking, firewood 
g a t h e r i n g  (dead and down timber) and m a n y  others.

list

Enclosure



Permits R e q u est ed in 
Critical Habitat Areas Since 1982

Area Ac t iv ity

Kachemak Bay CHA 

Kachema k Bay CHA 

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA 

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA 

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA 

Kachemak Bay CHA

Kachemak Bay CHA

Clam Gulch C H A  

Clam Gulch C H A  

Clam Gulch CHA

Seismic explor a t i o n

G e o p h y s i c a l  e x p l o r a t i o n

Pl a c ement of fill m a t e r i a l  
for c o n s truction of 
C a m p g r o u n d  Homer Spit

Sewage O u tfal l Line

Storage of T e m p o r a r y  
Ja c k - U p  Dri lling Rig

Homer Small Boat Harbor 
E x p a nsion

Bulkhea d (Mud Bay)

U n a u t h o r i z e d  Fill 
(Jackaloff Bay)

Pier c o n s t r u c t i o n  and 
M a int enance D redging 
Homer Small Boat Harbor

Maricu lture 
(Blue Muss el Farm)

Dock c o n stru ction 
(Tutka Bay)

Log^Ra f t i n g  and T r a n s f e r  

v
Retaini ng Wall 
C o n structi on

Bulkhea d const r u c t i o n  
and Dredging Se ldovia 
Small Boat Harbor

Dredging N i n i l c h i k  
Small Boat Harbor

Beach and River E r o sion 
Control

Dredging Ni nil c h i k  
Small Boat Harbor

A p p r o v a d

A p p r o v e d

Ap p r o v e d

A p p roved

Ap p ro ved

Appro v e d

Denied

Denied

A p p r oved

A p p r o v e d

A p p r o v e d

Appro v e d

A p p roved

A p p r o v e d

A p p r oved

Approved

Approved

D e c i s i o n



______ Area_____________

C l a m  G ulch CHA 

Fox River Flats CHA

Fox River Flats CHA 

Fox River Flats CHA 

Fox River Flats CHA 

Port M o l l e r  CHA

Port M o ller CHA 

Port M o l l e r  CHA 

Port M oller CHA

Port M o l l e r  CHA

Kalgin Island CHA 

Pilot Point CHA 

Cinder River CHA

__________ Activity_____________

Oil and gas lease

Heavy E q u i p m e n t / T r a c k  
vehicle m o v e ment

Track V e h icle C r o ssin g

Four wheel drive crossing

Heavy Equipm ent Crossing

Geologic al Field 
R e c o nnais sance

G r avity Survey

Seismic Exploration

Geologic al Field 
Program

Marine Seismic 
Exploration

Oil and gas lease

Oil and gas lease

Oil and gas lease

D ecision

Ap p r o v e d

Ap p r o v e d

A p p roved

A p p r o v e d

A p p r oved

A p p r o v e d

A p p roved

A p p r oved

A p p r o v e d

A p p roved

A p p r o v e d

A p p r o v e d

A p p r o v e d



ANCHORAGE ,Audubon Society, inc.

Post O lt ic c  Box 101161 
A nchorag e, A laska  

99510

Ji

A CHAPTER OF THE NATIONAL A U D U B O N  SOCIETY

February 20, 1987

Senator Jack Coghill 
Chairman, Senate Resources C o m m i t t e e  
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Coghill:

As President of the 1400 m e m b e r  A n c h o r a g e  A u d u b o n  
Society, Inc., I am w r iti ng to you a n d  the m e m b e r s  of 
the Senate Resources Commi t t e e  to request p r o m p t  c o n­
sideration and passage  by the C o m m i t t e e  of S e n a t e  Bill 
18 regarding Anchorage's Potters Marsh.

As you may know, this Bill received its initial 
impetus several years a go from the Potter's Marsh Task 
Force, a consor t i u m  of state a n d  federal g o v e r n m e n t  
agencies, profit and non-profit gr oups i n t e r e s t e d  in 
conse r v a t i o n  and development. T he c o n c e n s u s  r e a c h e d  by 
the task force which led to SB 18 is a fine d e m o n s t r a­
tion of how various c o m p e t i n g  interests can c o i n c i d e  
a n d  be a c c o m m o d a t e d  in the e n v i r o n m e n t a l  arena. 
Consequently, there has been r ema rkable s u pport  from 
all q u a r t e r s  for passage of Senate Bill 18. T h e  Bill 
expands the refuge in some r e s pects so that the b o u n­
daries of the refuge m o r e  c l o s e l y  c o i n c i d e  w i t h  the 
m a r s h ' s  actual physical boundaries. T h e  Bill p r o tects 
property owners and the corridor  to Fire Island. Most 
importantly, from our S ociety's point of view, the Bill 
s p e c i f i c a l l y  requires the d e v e l o p m e n t  of a long range 
m a n a g e m e n t  plan.

Potter's Marsh is one of the m o s t  a c c e s s i b l e  and 
o u t s t a n d i n g  non-game recreational a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  which servos the A n c h o r a g e  area. P o t t e r ' : 
Marsh receives thousands a n d  t h o u sands of v i s i t s  each 
year not only from resid ents but a l s o  tourists. From 
o u r  p oint of view, it is imper ative that a long range 
m a n a g e m e n t  plan be d e v e l o p e d  in o r d e r  tjiat t he m a r s h ' s  
full potential a s  a recreational a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  faci­
lity can be d e v e l o p e d  while, a t  the same time, m a x i­
mizi n g  the prote ction of its e c o s y s t e m  so that future
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residents and v i s itors may c o n tinu e to enjoy this 
outstanding asset.

As an e x a m p l e  of the u n pa ralleled o p p ortuni ties 
provided by the marsh, k e e p  in mind that the marsh is 
used each spring by signif i c a n t  numbers of T r u m pe ter 
Swans. These m a g n i f i c e n t  birds are making a c o m e - b a c k  
from the e n d a n g e r e d  spec ies list. Each spring, the 
marsh is a haven, feeding ground, and staging area for 
the swans' n o r t h e r n  m i g r a t i o n  to wes t of Anchorage.
Most of the school c h i l d r e n  of the country will never 
see a T rumpeter Swan d u r i n g  their life time. Yet, here 
in Anchorage, the marsh p r o vid es a natural hab itat 
w here they may be o b s e r v e d  by all. This is the kind of 
o utstanding  o p p o r t u n i t y  p a s s a g e  of Senate Bill 18 will 
guarantee for the future of Anc horage and Alaska.

If you have a n y  q uestio ns, I will be happy to 
discuss them with you personally. My work number is 
278-4691. T h a n k  you for your considerat ion and p r ompt 
passage of Senate Bill 18.

Very truly yours,

A N C H O R A G E  A U D UB ON SOCIETY, INC.

By.  -

Charles G. Evans, President

CGE/pjt
cc: Senator A r l i s s  S t u rgalewski

Senator Mike Symanski
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A N C H O R A G E ,  A L A S K A  

A R  NO. 8 6 - 3 2

A R E S O L U T I O N  R E C O M M E N D I N G  E N A C T M E N T  O F  L E G I S L A T I O N  C R E A T I N G  T H E  

A N C H O R A G E  C O A S T A L  W I L D L I F E  R E F U G E
* * * -.»■■■-. '* — - _ -  •

W H E R EA S ,  a b i l l  c r e a t i n g  the A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  Refuge 

h a s  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  in the A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  the R a b b i t  C r e e k  C o m m u n i t y  C o u n c i l  a n d  o t h e r  c o m m u n i­

ty g r o u p s  h a v e  e n d o r s e d  i t s  e n a c t m e n t ;  and

W H E R E A S ,  the A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  h a s  p r e v i o u s l y  p a s s e d  and 

a p p r o v e d  A R  8 5 - 4 2  in F e b r u a r y ,  198 5  s u p p o r t i n g  c r e a t i o n  '■'f the refuge; 

and

W H E R E A S ,  P o t t e r  M a r s h  a n d  r e l a t e d  c o a s t a l  a r e a s  c o n s t i t u t e  one 

^ o f  A n c h o r a g e ' s  m o s t  s i g n i f i c a n t  r e s o u r c e s  for v i s i t o r s  and r e s i d e n t s

alike; and

W H E R E A S ,  th e  I n t e n t  o f  the c r e a t i o n  o f  the A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  

W i l d l i f e  R e f u g e  Is t o  f u r t h e r  p r o t e c t  and  b e t t e r  m a n a g e  s o u t h  A n c h o r a g e  

c o a s t a l  r e s o u r c e s  w i t h o u t  d i s r u p t i o n  of e s t a b l i s h e d  t raditional and 

m u l t i p l e  uses.

NOW, T H E R E F O R E ,  B E  I T  R E S O L V E D,  the A n c h o r a g e  A s s e m b l y  reaf-

I

firms its s u p p o r t  for c r o a t i o n  o f  the A n c h o r a g e  C o a s t a l  W i l d l i f e  Re t u g e

j
an d  u r g e s  the p a s s a g e  o f  e n a b l i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n .
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PASSED AND APPROVED * .
a p p r o v e d  by the Anchor,,. Municipal Assembly the

25th day of February, 1986.

ATTEST:



.babbit Creek Community Council
16350 Sandpiper Drive, 

Anchorage, Alaska 99516

February 12, 1987

Senate Resource Committee,

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senators,

We respectfully request this letter be read into the Resource Committee hear­

ing minutes on February 25th, 1987.

The Rabbit Creek Community Council (RCCC) is pleased that the bill creating 

Anchorage Coastal Wildlife Refuge has been reintroduced into the legislature 

as Senate Bill 18. We unanimously support this bill which provides a refuge 

for the protection of waterfowl, shorebirds, salmon, and other fish and wild­

life species, and their habitat and for the enjoyment and use of the people 

of the state. We trust that the Senate and House will take positive and im­

mediate action on SB 18 that has the wide support of your constituents.

The RCCC looks forward to working with you throughout this legislative ses­

sion. If there are any questions or concerns that you might have with which we 

could help, please contact me (h. 345-2453, w.261-4664).

Sincerely,

President


	SRES15 SB 18



