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March 3, 1987

MEMORANDUM

To: Members of the Senate Ccnmittee on Resources

From: Conmittee Staff

Re: SB 130, "Making a supplemental appropriation to DNR to keep
recorder's offices open"

The passage of SB 130 would appropriate $95,000 frcm the recorder's 
offices program receipts in the general fund to DNR to keep the offices 
open until the end of this fiscal year-.

Offices slated for closure without this appropriation are in Nome, 
Bethel, Palmer, Homer, Kenai, Sitka and Ketchikan. The appropriation 
covers the cost of personal services for existing positions.

Included in your packet are:

DNR's position paper and fiscax note
A memorandum frcm Legislative Finance staff to Sen. Kerttula 
Sponsor's letter to DNR

J K l a s r t t a  & t a l e  H c g t e l a t u r e
Senate fteootircea Committee

box v 
. ImtCAtl. .Alti'ikn OOft I 1 

(007) lov ioo/
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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

I)Kl*VltT>IK\T OF NATURAL RKSOUHUKS 400 WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU. ALASKA 99801-1796 
PHONE: (907) 465-2400OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

M arch 3, 1987

The Hon orable Jack Coghill 
Chairman, Senate Resources C o m m ittee 
Alaska State Legislature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 9 9 8’1

Dear Senato r Coghill:

S u b j e c t : Senate Bill 130, w hich makes a supplemental
a p p r opriation to the D epar t m e n t  of Natural Resources for 
Recorder's Offices.

P o s i t i o n ; Ihe d epartm ent supports this bill because it 
w ould allow use of $95,000 in p r ogram  receipts to operate 
the Recorder's Offices t h rou gh the rema inder of Fiscal Year

Please let me know if you would like additional information. 

Sincerely,

1987

cc: Senator Szymanski
C o m m ittee  Members 
G e org e Sullivan 
Rod Swope

1 0 * J 0 L H



JUNEAU. ALASKA 998tt 
lUKlUND WOIJ COVUlim PHONE: (90/1 465-3/95

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: F e b r u a r y  6,  1987

TO: S e n a t o r  J a y  K    -

FROM: W .  T o m  M a h e r /^ i s c k tL -A n a
L e g i s l a t iv e  F in a n c e  D iv is ion

SUBJ: T h e  Closu re  o f  R e co rde r  Off ices  - a  b r ie f  s u m m a r y  o f
ev en ts  l ead ing  to the p os s ib le  c lo su re  o f  s ev en  fie ld  
o f f ices .

1.) G o v e rn o r  S he f f ie ld ' s  A u g u s t  8, 1987 res t r ic t ion  plan  resu l ted  in a 
1 3 .4 %  g e n e r a l  f u n d  r e d u c t i o n  to  the  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  
R e s o u r c e ’s ( D N R )  F Y  87 A u h o r i z e d  b u d g e t .  T h e s e  r e s t r i c t io n s  w e re  
m a d e  in an a t t em pt  to red u c e  Sta te  s p e n d in g  d u e  to a d ra s t i c  d ro p  in 
a n t i c i p a t e d  r e v e n u e s .

2 . )  In a p p l y i n g  the  r e q u i r e d  r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  D N R ' s  D i v i s i o n  o f
M a n a g e m e n t ,  w h ic h  is r e s p o n s i b l e  for  R e c o r d e r ' s  O f f i c e s  o p e ra t io n s ,
e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  th a t  a n y  r e d u c t i o n s  in t h e  R e c o r d e r ’s O f f i c e  
b ud ge t  w o u ld  sev e re ly  ef fec t  its o pe ra t ions .  D N R  w a s  a d v is e d  by  the 
G o v e r n o r ,  t h r o u g h  the  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t ,  tha t  any  
r e d u c t i o n s  a p p l i e d  to  t h e  R e c o r d e r ' s  O f f i c e s  s y s t e m  w o u l d  be
r e c o u p e d  by  r e q u e s t i n g  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  
a p p ro v a l  for  the a u th o r i t y  to  r e c e iv e  an d  e x p e n d  a l ike  a m o u n t  o f  
p r o g r a m  r e c e ip t s .

3 . ) T w o  r ev is e d  p r o g r a m  ( R P L ’s 10-7*0058,  & 59 )  w e re  p r e p a r e d  by 
the  D e p a rm e n t  and  the  O f f ice  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  an d  B u d g e t  r e q u e s t in g  
L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e  a p p r o v a l  fo r  a to ta l  o f
$ 2 7 8 , 5 0 0  in p r o g r a m  r e c e ip t s  fo r  the  o p e r a t i o n  o f  f o u r  o f f i c e s :  
H o m er .  N om e.  Bethel ,  and Sitka.



4 .)  In the  O c t o b e r  10 m e e t in g  o f  the  L B & A ,  the se  R P L s  w e re  not  
a p p r o v e d .

5 . )  T h e  O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  and  B u d g e t  r e - s u b m i t t e d  th e s e  tw o  
RPL 's  to the D e c e m b e r  17 m e e t in g  o f  the L B & A .  A l th o u g h  the c o v e r  
m e m o  f ro m  O M B  w a s  r e v i s e d  to ri f lee t  the  r e - s u b m i t t a l  o f  th e s e  
R P L s ,  the  b a c k u p  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  f rom  the D e p a r t m e n t  w as  the  s a m e  
as p re sen ted  at the O c to b e r  10 m e e t in g  in that  on ly  fou r  o f f ices  w ere  
af fec ted:  H o m er .  N o m e .  Bethe l ,  and  Sitka.

6 .)  In the D e c e m b e r  17 m e e t in g  o f  tne  L B & A ,  these  R P L s  w e re  not  
a p p r o v e d .

D i s c u s s i o n :  B e c a u s e  the  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f a i l e d  to r e q u i r e  D N R  to
m a k e  n e c e s sa ry  r ed u c t io n s  in the  R e co rde rs  O f f i c e  S y s t e m  in a t im ely  
m a n n e r  ( A u g u s t )  a n d  d e p e n d e d  on  the  d e c i s i o n  o f  the  L . B & A  
C o m m i t t e e  to k e e p  the  s y s t e m  o p e r a t i n g  a leve l  d e e m e d  n e c e s s a ry ,  
D N R  took no  ac tion  dur ing  the f irst  h a l f  o f  this  f iscal  year .  T o d a y ,  to 
m a k e  up  fo r  this  r ed uc t io n  w h ic h  s h o u ld  h a v e  take  p lace  in A u g u s t ,  
D N R  m ust  c lose  add it ional  o f fices.

T h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  i f  n o t  w a n t i n g  to  m a k e  r e d u c t i o n s  to  t h i s  
p r o g r a m ,  c o u l d  h a v e  at  a n y  t im e ,  s im p l y  r e l e a s e d  the  r e s t r i c t i o h  
p la c e d on the R eco rde r ' s  Office .

A t  the t im e  o f  t h e se  r e q u e s t s ,  the  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  b e in g  a s k e d  to 
a l l o w  o t h e r  S ta t e  p r o g r a m s  to m i n i m i z e  the  e f f e c t  o f  G o v e r n o r  
S h e f f i e ld ' s  r e s t r i c t i o n s  by  g r a n t i n g  in c r e a s e s  in the u se  o f  p r o g r a m  
receipts .

T h e s e  r e q u e s t s  a p p e a r e d  to  be  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  B u d g e t  R e v i e w  
D i r e c to r  J a y  I l o g a n ' s  FY  8S b u d g e t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  to S ta te  A g e n c i e s  
w h i c h  p r o h i b i t e d  the  s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f  p r o g r a m  r e c e i p t s  to  o f f s e t  
s p e c i f i c  g e n e r a l  f und  r e d u c t i o n s  w h i c h  w e r e  r e q u i r e d  in G o v e r n o r  
S h e f f i e l d s  r e s t r i c t i o n  p r o c e s s .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t ’s m e m o r a n d u m  
( f r o m  B ar to n  to H o g a n ,  7 /2 9 /S 6 ) w h ic h  s e rved  as  b a c k u p  for the R P L  
req u e s t s  b e fo re  the C o m m i t t e e  s ta tes  tha t  "i t  is a n t i c ip a t e d  tha t  this  
p r o g r a m  w i l l  r e q u e s t  c o n t i n u e d  f u n d i n g  by  p r o g r a m  r e c e i p t s  in 
s u b se q u en t  f iscal  years" .



FY 87 Projectedf* 
Documents Processed

Ncme $ 23,700 2,734 2,398

Bethel 19,172 2,387 • 2,472

Fairbanks 474.SI? — 41,376 40,982

37,868

$
123,316

Palmer v 392,403 • 38,057

Anchorage 1,181,973 105,738

Kenai 181,416 18,441 19,238

Hcmer 79,156 8,305 7,798

Juneau 121,868 12,203 13,492

Sitka 31,448 3,079 3,142

Ketchikan 88,207 8,598 10,108

***Kodiak 41,611 4,790 4,468

***Glennallen (Chitna) 13,173 1,327 1,840

***Seward 28,328 3,389 3,568

***Valdez 12,289 1,484 2,164

TOTAL $2,649,256* 251,838 272,854

<'

^STATEWIDE REC(STATEWIDE RECORDER'S OFFICES

FY 86 Actual 
Recorder's Office Revenue Generated

FY 86 Actual 
Docuir.jnts Processed

* Does not include recordir.g fees in land contracts and leases collected 
by the Division of Land and Water Managenont.

** Projected frcm first six-month actural figures.

*** Administered by the Alaska Court System.

t



TYPE a  NUt: 

UNRESTRICTED

NAME AND TELEPHONE NuMDtR Of JY CONTACT 

MIRIAM CAMPBELL 762-2224

FUNDING

SOURCE
funo

11100

11100 

11100

REVENUE

A C C O M

Recording

Poos

UCC Foos

Document 

Rocording 

Foos____

COLLOCATION

COCE

10-44-I-108

10-44—1—I06 

10-44-1-106

TOTAL

PRIOR YEAR 

FY 66 

ACTUAL

2,718.0

275.0

37.0

3,030.0

CURRENT 

YEAR 

FY 87 

AUTHORIZED

2,990.0

301.0

45.0

3,336.0

CURRENT 

YEAR 

FY 87 

CASH ESTIMATE

2,990.0

301.0

45.0

3,336.0

BUOCCT YEAR FY 80

ADJUSTED

BASE

INCREMENT/

DECREMENT

AGENCY

REQUEST

3,100.0

319.0

45.0

3,4t>4.0

FY 89 

ESTIMATE

3,130.0

331.0

40.0

3,509.0

EXPLANATION (SEE INSTRUCTIONS):

Rocording foos and ccrrmercial code foes project growth in a downturn economy.

0044X •

AGENCY NATURAL RESOURCES

C2I
f<E VENUE 

DETAIL BRU MANAGEMENT A7J0 ADMINISTRATION Pa<K» of
2

COMPONENT INFORMATION/RECORDS MANAGEMENT Rev 1 sod Date

FY 88

(6/06)-c2l



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
Senate

Official Business

" /
Pouch V 

State Capitol 
Juneau, A laska 99811

February 5, 1987

R o b e r t  A r n o l d  
Deputy C o m m i s s i o n e r  
Dept, of N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  
Box M
Juneau, A l a s k a  99811 

Dear Mr. Arnold,

I am quite c o n c e r n e d  o v e r  the m e s s a g e  that the r e c o r d i n g  
office in P a l m e r  is b e i n g  closed. I wish to strenu o u s l y  
object to its closure.

This will  cause an u n p r e c e d e n t e d  h a r d s h i p  on p e o p l e  in the 
M a t - S u  B o rough area. It w ill cause u n t o l d  d e l a y s  w i t h  the 
closing of loans for b o t h  b u s i n e s s e s  and housing, thus adding 
to the expense of t h e s e  purchases.

The effect on t h e  b u s i n e s s  c o m m unity will b e  great. It will 
m o s t  c e r t a i n l y  e f f e c t  e v e r y  b a n k  and Credit U n i o n  in the area.

I a m  of the u n d e r s t a n d i n g  that this is one r e c o r d i n g  office 
v/hich g e n e r a t e s  m o r e  m o n e y  income than w h a t  the expenses are.
I feel it is e n t i r e l y  u n c a l l e d  for to close an o ffice that is 
m a k i n g  m o n e y  for you.

T> 1 ___________ _______J  . 1 .1 . J    ___________  1 I  ^ I J  • «
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