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licenses, and providing for an effective date"

DATE: MARCH 9, 1987

Senate Bill 129 is a bill introduced by the Governor to 
raise the cost of resident sport fishing and hunting 
licenses.

The purpose of this action would be to generate additional 
revenue to offset the rising costs of managing the state's 
fish and wildlife resources.
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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

.Ju n e a u

February 12, 1987

The H o n o r able Jan Faiks 
P r e s ident of the Senate 
A l a s k a  State Legislatur e 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Faiks:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska 
Constitution, I am tran s m i t t i n g  a bill relating to sport 
fishing and hunting licenses. This bill wou ld raise the 
cost of a resident sport fishing license by $5. The cost of 
a resident hunting license and the c ombi nation huntin g and 
trapp i n g  license w o u l d  be raised by $8. The cost of two 
other com bin a t i o n  licenses covering both sport fishing and 
hunting  would be r aised  by $13.

T hese increases would  generate additio nal revenue to offset 
the esca la t i n g  costs of m a n a g i n g  the state's fish and w i l d­
life resources, and w o u l d  provide for expansion of existing 
programs. P r e s e n t  te chnology still requires labor-intensive 
activiti es to acquire the n e c e ssary data for management, and 
o p erationa l costs of the D e p a r t m e n t  of Fish ana Game are 
e x p e cted to rise in order to m e e t  those demands.

M o n e y  received from the sale of state sport fishing and 
h u nti ng licenses is deposited  in the Fish and Game Fund, 
w h i c h  was c r eated at statehood and is de scribed in AS 16.- 
05.100 and 16.05.110. As a d e d i c a t e d  fund, it is addressed 
by the A l a s k a  C o n s t i t u t i o n  in art. IX, sec. 7:

The proceeds of any state tax or license shall not be d e d­
icated to any special purpose, e x c e p t  as provided in section 
15 of this a r t icle [the Perma n e n t  Fund] or when required by 
the federal g o v e r n m e n t  for state p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in federal 
programs. This provis ion shall not p r o hibit the con tinuance 
of any d e d i c a t i o n  for special purposes existing  upon the 
date of ratifica tion of this section by the people of 
Alaska.

The Fish and Game Fund was created after the date of r a t i­
fication of art. IX, sec. 7 of the A l a s k a  Constitution. 
However, it is prot ected un der the federal- government-  
requirement exemption. A  federal regulation, 50 C.F.R. sec. 
80.2, adopted under the P i t t m a n - R o b e r t s o n  Act, 16 U.S.C. 
secs. 669 —  669i, and under the D i n g e l l - J o h n s o n  Act, 16 
U.S.C. secs. 777 —  777k, p r o h ib its " d i v e r s i o n” of fees
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collected from the sale of fishing arc1 h u r t i n g  licenses to 
purposes other than administe ring the state's fish and 
w i l d l i f e  agency; this is a p r e c o n d i t i o n  to p a r t i c i p a t i o n  ir. 
federal fish and game  g r a n t  programs. S i n c e  the federal law 
p rovides mat ch i n g  m o n e y  for funds from the sale of fishing 
and h u nting licenses, and dees not specify the cost of those 
licenses, no p r o blem of i n c o n s i s t e n c y  w i t h  the federal 
r e q u i r e m e n t  and thus no p r oble m w i t h  the constit utional 
provision on dedica ted funds will be e n c o u n t e r e d  if these 
license fees are raised. In 1977, the fees for both 
licenses were increased; that is the only increase in r e s i­
dents' fees since statehood.

P.L. 93-3G9, J u l y  IB, 1984, expanded the D i n g e l l - J o h n s o n  Act 
tc m a k e  additional federal m a t c h i n g  m o n e y  a v a i lable to the 
state. Some cf this m o n e y  m u s t  be u t i l i z e d  for m o t o r  beat 
access for spo rt fishing and support facilities, and a d d i­
tional state m a t c h i n g  m o n e y  will be r e q u i r e d  to o p t imiz e use 
of these three-for -one funds for capit al projects.

In light of the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of addit i o n a l  m a t c h i n g  money, 
and the increasirg m a n a g e m e n t  needs of the D e p a r t m e n t  of 
Fish and Game, I urcre your favorable c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of this 
bill.
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