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1980
Present 
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Wolf control: a battle 
with politics and science

Sportsmen urge return to predator control
By CHRISTOPHER BATIN 

Correspondent 

P re d a to r  control m ust be re e s ­
tablished in the In terio r and an a c ­
tiv e  m a n a g e m e n t p ro g ra m  im ­
p le m e n te d  if  I n t e r i o r  .n o o se  
populations a rc  to fully recover, 
sa y  spo k esm en  fro m  th e  a r e a ’s 
leading sp o rtsm en 's  groups.

“ Unit 20A h as  th e  po ten tia l of 
being th e  m ost im p o rtan t m oose 
population in the s ta te ,”  say s  Sam  
Harbo, re tired  professor of b iom et­
rics  a t the U niversity  of A laska- 
F a irbanks and fo rm er gam e board 
m em ber. "B u t it 'll never happen 
unless p red ato r control—as p a rt of 
a  to tal m anagem ent p lan—is im ­
plem ented."

H arbo, who also is In terio r vice- 
p resid en t of the- A laska O utdoor 
Council, sa id  the A laska D e p a rt­
m ent of F ish  and  G am e h as  the 
capability  of increasing  moose h a r ­
vests in the  T anana F la ts—an  a re a  
curren tly  suffering from  low moose 
population? due to wolf predation— 
by a t least 2,000. The cu rren t h a r­
vest is 400 a n im a ls . '

"L ocal g am e b iclogists realize  
the im portance of p r to e r ly  m an ag ­
ing w olves and moo.;e in the  in ­
te rio r,"  he said  "b u t th e ir hands 
a rc  politically tied ."

T think the system  w as in itially  
stru c tu red  so  the B eard  of G am e 
could m ako th e  de term ination  of 
w hat the im portan t uses of gam e 
a re . Once they decide, i t ’s  up to the 
d epartm en t to estab lish  the m a n ­
agem en t reg im e  to sa tis fy  those 
objectives.

"A s i s r  a s  wolf m anagem ent is 
concerned, som e r .  th a t m an ag e­
m e n t a u th o r i ty  h a s .g r a d u a l ly  
shifted over to the board. They now 
m ak e a ll the  d e te rm in a tio n s  r e ­
g a rd in g  wolf con tro l reductions. 
T hey’ve s ta r te d  to im prnge on w hat 
I think is the  au thority  of the  de­
p artm en t. I t ’s  very  c le a r  in m any 
a re a s  of the  in te rio r th a t consum p­
tive use of m oose and caribou is the 
p rio rity  use. But the board doesn’t 
a llow  th e  d e p a r tm e n t to in itia te  
p red ato r m anagem ent th a t would 
optim ize som e of those mooso and 
caribou populations."

A ccord ing  to B ru ce  C am pbell 
w ith  th e  T a n a n a  V alley  S p o rts ­
m e n ’s A s s o c ia t io n , th e  G a m e  
B o ard 's  s tan d  on wolf control is 
well known. ____

" B o a r d J r e m b c r  Jo e l B ennett 
was quoted by the Associated P ress  
a s  say ing  th a t 'th is  is a  new e ra  for 
co n tro llin g  w olves in th e ir  la s t 
strong hold in the coun try .’ In the 
N ovem ber 26, 1085 story , Bennett 
acknow ledged th a t the approach  
will m ean  g re a te r  fluctuations in 
big g am e populations," and said  
“ people a rc  just going to have to get 
used to the id ea ."  B ecause of this 
political c lim ate , H arbo said  the 
d epartm en t has had difficulties in 
a d ' rating w hat they  considered 
proper wildlife m anagem ent.

Cam pbell believes th a t when the 
local gam e dep artm en t advocates 
wolf control, they a re  viewed as  a 
fa r right, rad ica l group.

“ They becom e the ta rg e t for easy 
b u d ge t c u ttin g , esp ec ia lly  when 
tough choices a re  being m ad e ,"  he 
said . " I t ’s  how the upper ranks of 
th e  d e p a r tm e n t g e t rid  of th e ir  
p roblem s, by cu tting budgets."

"This region has been chastized, 
e c o n o m ic a l ly  an d  b u d g c tw ise . 
based on th e ir s tand  th a t we need 
wolf control in o rd er to rehab ilita te  
our depressed  moose populations," 
says fo rm er regional gam e coordi­
n a to r Bud B urris. " I  sa t on m ee t­
ings w ith D irecto r of G am e Lew 
Pam plin  and o ther regional su p e r­
visors. They said  we have to get off 
th is (wolf control) because these 
an ti-hun ters a re  killing us budgct­
w ise, and so w e’re  not going to sup ­
port wolf control. A few days la te r , 
they sen t word down in m em o form  
th a t we will not advocate m anage 
m cn t s t r a te g ic s  re g a rd in g  wolf 
control to  the public o r a t G am e 
B oard m eetings."

" In  the past, the Board of G am e, 
the  D irector of G am e and the Com ­
m issioner of F ish  and G am e have 
told the d ep artm en t not to advocate 
wolf control o r any  o ther m an ag e­
m ent techn ique."

He said th a t while working for the 
d ep artm en t, word carncdow n from  
ADF&G h ead q u arte rs  that biolog­
is ts  would p resen t only c ircu m st­
a n c e s  a n d  p re s e n t  o p tio n s  and  
a lte rna tives , ra th e r  than m an ag e­
m ent plans based on their research  
and expertise .

"T his d rives the biologists up the 
w a ll,"  said  B urris. "T hey’ve even 
been told th a t they can 't respond to 
d irec t questions regard ing  h ab ita t



CONTROVERSIAL CANINE—The wolf in Alaska, long an object of heated debate 
across the nation, receives a lot of poiitcal attention in the state where the wolf is seen 
by some as the last test of man’s ability to effectively manage predators.
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m anipulation o r any  o ther m an ag e­
m ent technique.”

"T h e  board is in a g re a t dille- 
m a ,"  says Harbo. “ They think the 
public is so opposed to any  reduc­
tion in woli num bers that they a re  
not w illing to go along w ith any 
p ro g ra m  th a t  s u b s ta n tia l ly  r e ­
duces wolf n u m b ers  and  a llow s 
priority  uses of moose and caribou 
to be satisfied . The board certa in ly  
will not ag ree  to any aerial shooting 
of wolves. Yet a t the sam e tim e, 
they a re  not willing to enhance any 
of the trap p e r education p rogram s 
they ’ve im plem ented as  a substi­
tu te  m eans of controlling w olves."

Has the trap p e r p rogram  been a 
success?  “ N o ,"sa y -  biologist Dave 
Kcllyhouse of Tok. "W e m anaged  
to teach  tra p p e rs  enough so th a t 
they increased  th e ir take  of wolves 
in so vie a re a s , but so fa r, it h a sn ’t 
controlled overall wolf n u m b ers .”

Kcllyhouse gives severa l reasons 
why the trapp ing  p rogram  h asn ’t 
been effective.

•  Wolves a re  w ary  and  diffi­
cult to cap tu re .

•  E ven when wolves a r e  abun 
d a n t. they  a re  re la tiv e ly  sc a rc e  
co ep ared  to o ther fu rb ca rc rs .

•  Wolf trapp ing  is a lot of work. 
It takes lots of tim e and  p re p a ra ­
tion to m ake tra p  sets.

•  The cost of wolf tra p s  a re  ex ­
pensive. They cost about $50 and 
up; out of the reach  of m ost bush 
trap p ers.

•  P re p arin g  a  wolf for m ark e t is 
a  lot of h a rd  work. The fu r req u ires  
a  lot of ca re .

•  Wolf pelts a re n ’t w orth  m uch 
m oney; about $200 per pelt. T h a t’s 
the  equivalent of two or th re e  m a r­
ten  or half of a lynx—an im als  that 
take m uch less effort and  expense 
to trap .

A ccording to H arbo, th e re  a rc  
o ther possible reasons for the  d is­
m al success of the wolf trapp ing  
p rogram .

" T h e  b o u rd  d e te rm in e d  th ey  
wouldn’t supply inform ation to the 
tra p p e rs , tolling them  w here won 
p o p u la tio n s  w e re  d e n se s t. T hey 
also  w eren ’t wl!ling“to  tu rn  over 
ra d io  c o lla r  in fo rm a tio n . W hile 
there  m ay be som e legal re s tr ic ­
tions there , the board  could also bo 
held legally a t fault for not provid­

ing th a t inform ation. T he point is, 
the board  h asn ’t m ade any effort to 
s ta r t  legislation to change th in g s .”

B u rris  w as concerned th a t hun­
te rs  w ere b lam ed for the  c u rren t 
decline of m oose in 20A.

"S ince statehood, h u n te r ta k e  in 
the  T a n a n a  F la ts  a re a  h as  been 
m in im a l, w ith  th e  e x c e p tio n  of 
th ree  y e a rs . Then the  population 
w as going down and  the  h a rv e s t 
was going up . F ro m  1972-74, hun­
te rs  m ay  have taken  as  m uch a s  19 ‘ 
p ercen t of the  population.

"G am e  B oard m em b er Vic Van 
B allenberghe would like to a t t r i ­
bute hunting  a s  the cause  of the  m a ­
jo r  d ec lin e . H ow ever, w hen you 
look a t  s tu d ies  of th e  population 
base  th a t we kept s ince  statehood, 
by 1972, we w ere  a lread y  down to 
1/4 of w hat the  population w as a t 
one tim e , so the  p o pu la tion  had  
a lread y  declined by 75 percen t o r 
m ore.

" I f  the  d e p a rtm en t had  known 
this decline w as tak ing  p lace, they 
w ouldn’t have allowed such a  la rge  
h a rv e s t,"  B urris sa id . "E v e n  w ith­
o u t th o s e  l a r g e  h a r v e s t s ,  th e  
population w as still crash ing . If the 
action had been tak en  to stop it, it 
would h av e  m ad e  th e  d ifference 
w ith the population bottom ing out 
a t 4,000 m oose ra th e r  than  2,800; 
not sign ifican t to the recovery  at 
all. I t ’s  very  m isleading to say  hun­
te r  ta k e  caused  th a t population to 
c ra s h ."

"W e’re  not advocating  .h a t we 
ju st have  wolf control in Unit 20.’’ 
says  H arbo. "W e feel the  popula­
tion needs to  be m anaged  in to tal 
o v e r th e re . I t ’s going to include 
so m e  v e g e ta t io n  m a n ip u la t io n , 
allowing w ildfires to burn and  re s ­
t r i c t i v e  b u r n in g .  S o m e o f th e  
b io log ists  feel s tro ng ly  th a t p re ­
d a to r m anagem en t is needed also. 
B lack and grizzly b e a rs  m ay be in­
fluencing m oose calf surv ival, and 
o f c o u r s e ,  w e ’v e  a d e q u a te l y  
docum ented  th a t wolves take  their 
toll on m oose, y e a r  round.”

In one a re a ;  stud ies show  ‘hat o- 
pack  of 10 wolves killed a.m oosc or 
caribou  every  i .2 day s during  a to ­
day  period in la te  w inter. In Den/rii 
N a tio n al P a rk , b io log ist G ordcn 
H aber estim ated  wolf packs of 5 to 
24 killed an  av erag e  of one m oose or

Dali sheep  every  2.9 days th rough­
out the y ea r. Of the 156 wolves t r a p ­
ped o r h a rv e s te d  in the  T a n an a  
F la ts  a re a  from  1975-79,55 percent 
of the s tom achs contained m oose, 
12 p e rc e n t ca rib o u , two p e rc e n t 
she«.p and  th ree  p ercen t snowshoe 
hare . I

B ased on a 1975-76 study, a t least 
23 wolf packs inhabited the T anana 
F la ts  s tudy  a rea . Biologists ca lcu ­
lated th a t each  pack  would kill one 
m oose o r caribou  every  3 or 6 days. 
This would m ake an average o ( 35 
to 70. kills, respec tively , that would 
have been m ade per pack during  
th e  7-m onth w in te r  period . T h is '

equals  a  to ta l kill of 800 to 1,600 
an im a ls  killed by 23 packs. Sup­
p o rtin g  th e ir  findings, b iologists 
found th a t  of th o se  w olves h a r ­
vested in the study  a re a . 75 percent 
contained moose in their stom achs.

W eather can  also severely  lim it 
p redato r-supressed  moose popula­
tions. "W e don’t know the s ta tu s  of 
the m oose population in Unit 20,” 
s a id  H a rb o . " I n  s o m e -a re a s  it 

.seem s to be increasing. If it’s sta- 
' i lo n e ry , w e’ll be cu tting back on hu- 

^ m a n  ta k e  of m oose. The dep art- 
m en t h as  a lread y  proposed to re- 
duce the 1987 season by five days. 

' Y et, a  severe  w in ter could wipe out
h a l f  o f th e  r e m a in i n g  m o o se  
population. And the wolf population 
now in th e  a re a  is a s  large  as  it w as 
before we s ta r te d  wolf control in 
1975. C utting back  on hunter h a r ­
vest is delaying slightly the sam e 
problem s we had in 1975. In o ther 
w o rd s, th e  p ro b lem  d o esn ’t ge t

“ W o lf  control doesn’t im ply the 
w holesale elim ination of w olves," 
he s a id .^ ’I t’s  sim ply one w ay  of 
m anag ing  wolves to produce long­
te rm , vigorous m oose and caribou 
populations. Only a fte r  ungulates 
h av e  re a c h e d  la rg e r  popu la tion  
num bers can  they b e tte r w ithstand 
occasional p red ato r reduction ."



PREY OF MANY—Bolstering moose and caribou populations is the gorl of those in 
favor of wolf control programs. The Alaska Department of Fish and Game estim ates 
the average moose yields 700 pounds of meat at $2.74 per pound. N e w s - M i n c r l i b r a r y

Moose and caribou peaked in 1960s
By C H R IS T O P H E R  BATIN 

Correspondent 

M oose an d  c a rib o u  p o p u la tio n s  in c re a s e d  follow- 
in t; a  w o lf re d u c tio n  p ro g ra m  in  th e  1950s an d  
re a c h e d  p e a k  a b u n d a n c e  in th e  19C0s. D eep  snow  
a n d  h e a v y  b ro w s in g  c a u se d  a n  in it ia l c ra s h  of 
m o o se  in  1965-66. M oose co n tin u ed  to  d ec lin e  u n til 
1976, p r im a r ily  d u e  to  d eep  snow , h a rv e s t  by  m a n , 
a n d  p re d a tio n  b y  w olves. T he  la t te r  re m o v e d  a n  
e s tim a te d  13 to  34 p e rc e n t of th e  m oose d u rin g  w in ­
te r s  1973-74 an d  1974-75.

S p o rth u n tin g  w a s  s to p ped  in 1973, y e t  p r e d a ­
tio n  co n tin u ed  to  lim it th e  popu la tion . F ollow ing  a  
61 p e rc e n t re d u c tio n  of w olves in 197G, s u rv iv a l of 
c a lf  an d  y e a r lin g  m oose in c re a se d  tw o-to-fourfold . 
T h e  m oose  p o p u la tio n  g rew  fro m  3,500 a n im a ls  in 
1978 to a b o u t 6,000 in 1982. C arib o u  p o p u la tio n s a lso  
in c re a se d .

T h e  lev e l of h a rv e s t  th a t w olf p o p u la tio n s c a n  
s u s ta in  v a r ie s  c o n s id e ra b ly , d e p en d in g  on food 
s u p p lie s  a n d  p ro d u c tiv ity .. H o w ev er, i t  a p p e a r s

that harvest ra tes greater than 30 to 40 percent are 
usually required for wildlife managers to reduce 
wolf numbers.

Intensive surveys of moose and wolves in 1976 
persuaded Division of Game biologists that reduc­
tion in wolf numbers was essential if moose num­
bers were to recover to meet moose harvest de­
mands. Hunting had already been almost elimin­
ated.

Aerial shooting and conventional trapping 
methods were used by department personnel and 
mem bers of the public to reduce the wolf popula­
tion. In the first year, approximately 143 of 239 
wolves in 23 packs were killed in the Tanana Flats 
managem ent area. Continued wolf removal from 
1977 through 1979 maintained wolves at about this 
sam e level.

After 1979, however, wolves began to increase 
in numbers because fewer were killed. In May, 
1982, ADF&G suspended its wolf removal program 
in the study area.



Cost of management 
must be evaluated

By CHRISTOPHER BATIN 
Correspondent

When Gov. Steve Cowper sa id  recen tly  th a t wolf control w as “ too 
expensive" fo r the benefit received, he drew  fire  from  spo rtsm en’s 
groups across the s ta te .

“ The m any m em bers of the A laska Outdoor Council feel strongly  about 
the recen t s ta tem en ts  re leased  regard ing  the cost of wolf con tro l,"  said 
In terio r vice p resident Sam  H arbo. "W e feel th a t the p ro per approach  to 
look a t  the  cost of any m anagem en t s tra teg y  is to eva lua te  the cost of th a t 
s tra te g y  in te rm s of how well you achieve your goals. This is w hat the cost 
of wolf control is evaluated  against, w hether o r not i t ’s  worthw hile to 
spend $30,000, $50,000 o r $100,000 to get $4 million back ."

“ The A laska D epartm en t of F ish  and G am e es tim a te s  the average  
m oose yields 700 pounds of m eat a t $2.74 p e r pound," sa id  Tom S carbor­
ough, ch a irm an  of the In te rio r A laska Fish  and G am e Advisory Com m it­
tee. “ If 500 additional m oose could be h arvested , th is would in ject m ore 
than  $1 million into the econom y. And this doesn 't take  into consideration 
econom ic benefit from  expenditures for hunting and cam ping equip­
m ent, transporta tion , and  gasoline."

“ I t’s un fortunate  th a t Gov. Cowper m ade the public announcem ents 
th a t he did, saying wolf control w as too expensive,”  sa id  H arbo. "H e 
com pletely  m isses the point. The ae ria l tak e  of wolves m ay  be the m ost 
cost-effective w ay to rep lenish  som e of our m oose and caribou popula­
tions. W ith p roper m anagem ent, we can probably  in crease  the h a rv est 
from  sev era l hundred to 2,000 an im als, c rea tin g  an econom ic benefit in 

'ex cess  of $4 m illion."
A ccording to fo rm er g ajne biologist Bud B urris, the d ep a rtm en t has to 

needlessly  spend m oney allocated for wolf control to rccove~ the c a rc a s ­
ses. " I t  cost two to th ree  tim es as m uch to re tr iev e  the wolf as  it does to 
shoot i t ,"  he said . “ We can  justify  som e expense of re triev ing  the an im ­
a ls , because  of th e ir re sea rch  value. However, those costs have been 
s tru ck  from  the p rogram  and a re  now called  control, but th ey ’re basica l­
ly  re se a rc h ."

Scarborough say s  th a t the necessary  p red ato r control can  be accom ­
plished within th e c u rre n t ADF&G regulations, and a t no cost to the  S tate 
of A laska.

“ The la s t s ta te  adm in istra tion  sa id  th a t only s ta te  em ployees could br 
tru sted  to perform  p red a to r con tro l,"  he sa id . "T h is control by ADF&G 
personnel proved to be very  costly, because it incorporated  not ju st 
control, b u t also resea rch . The public has shown they  can  control wolves 
v e ry  effectively, if allowed to do so by s ta te  governm ent."

He said  th a t Subunit 20A is critica l to the success of m oose and caribou 
populations in all of Alaska, and w orthy of w hatever expense necessary  
to m ain ta in  their w e lfa re ."

"T he o ra l repo rt given to m y com m ittee by ADF&G sta ff was not very  
b rig h t,"  he said. "T he wolf population is back to som ew here over 200 
an im als (approxim ately  26 packs). This is close to the level p rio r to any 
wolf control in the m iddle seventies. Moose and caribou  c a n ’t cope with 
th is  increased  predation.

“ The a re a  is im portan t to consum ptive and nonconsum ptive u sers also 
because it can  be reach ed  by a ir, ground and w ater. I t 's  utilized by m any 
hun ters. As tim e passes, the a rea  will get m ore im portan t a s  the popula­
tion of F a irb an ks increases. And F o rt W ainw right will have a  big im pact 
a s  the new troops a r r iv e ."

T rends indicate th a t hun ters a rc  d issatisfied  with ex trem ely  low m oose 
num bers in the in te rio r, and have been traveling  fa r th e r  afield during  
hunting season in o rd e r to  bag a  moose.

‘‘H u n te rs  a re  trav e lin g  to the Now itna and th e  Koyukuk and  the 
Y ukon," sa id  reg istered  guide P ete  Shepherd. "T hese  additional hun ters 
a re  c rea tin g  conflicts w ith residents in these a re a s , who also depend on 
m oose for food, and  who have wolf control p roblem s of th e ir own. The 
d ep a rtm en t and the  B oard of G am e iced  to net on the m a tte r , now !"



Cowper says control 
I ‘legit’ but expensive
I ;■’* , '-.By CHRISTOPHER BATIN

Correspondent

In a recen t in terv iew , Ron C larke of KUAC-FM asked Gov. Steve 
Cowper his stand  on wolf control. Sources say  Cowper doesn 't understand  
the com plexity of the wolf control issue, and lost credibility  by com m ent­
ing on it. . .. r _.

Clarke—How do you decide when to get real specific with different 
aspects of these agencies’ budgets? I m ean, you w ent rig h t into ADF&G 
and dealt with wolf control, which is a  real sm all p a r t. W hat p rom pts you 
to do som eth ing  like th a t?
Cowper—Well, you know wolf control is an  em otional issue th a t’s existed 
since I cam e to. A laska. About every  two years, the s ta te  says, okay, 
w e’re  gonna go ou t and reduce the wolf population, do p red ato r control, 
and we do. We go out and shoot a few wolves, and th e re ’s  a g re a t howl 
from  all over the p lace  and there  a re  49 law suits filed and it tu rns out that 
we alw ays back aw ay. We say  okay, we w on't do it anym ore and I ju st 
don’t w ant to re p e a t th a t anym ore. J think th a t p red a to r control is som e­
thing th a t’s  uh, th a t is leg it, but I don’t w ant to go through all th a t stuff. I 
m ean, I ’ve got enough things to attend  to without having to becom e a 
party  to 12 or 15 law suits th a t people file because w e’re  controlling the 
wolf population. Now as  it tu rns out, it probably is not gonna be som ething 
th a t is absolu tely  n ecessa ry  in any  event this y ear, 

i C larke—Too controversia l to deal with the public or . . .
Cowper In terrup ts—S’not worth fooling with. When you com pare  the 
resu lts  w ith the cost, the overall cost to the s ta te  of wolf control prog­
ram s , you find out th a t it ju s t isn 't cost effective. We ju s t thought we had 
enough on the p la te  th is y e a r  for us to do without having to w restle  with 
wolf control.

C larke—Seem s like m ore and m ore though, all the easy  questions a re  
gone and the . . .
Cowper in te rru p ts —Oh yeah , law su its  and com plaining and people 
claim ing they a re  gonna ge t ya in the next election and all th a t stuff.

I B asically , w e've ju s t taken  the position th a t we got four y ea rs  here to do a 
I job and w e’re  ju s t gonna do it the best way we know how and m ake the 

b est decisions th a t we know how to m ake. Som etim e I suppose, th ree  
I y e a rs  from  now, w e’ll look up and m aybe run a  poll to see  if anyboddy 
j w ants us around anym ore and if they, you know, (laugh) if they  do, 

m aybe w e’ll give it ano ther shot. If they don’t w e’ll ju s t pass into history. 
B ut I can tell y a , w e’re  gonna do the job th a t’s required. I think th a t’s  why 
I w as elected.
C larke—B ack to wolves, though. Why not leave th a t up to F ish  and G am e 
and  let them  m ess with it?

Cowper—Cause F ish  and G am e isn 't the only p a r ty  th a t has to deal with 
it. The A ttorney G enera l’s  office has to deal. The G overnor has to deal 
w ith it. Um, everybody has to deal with it, and it w asn’t ap p aren tly  so 
c ritica l th a t in th is p a r tic u la r  y e a r  that, you know, we regarded  it as 
being absolutely necessary .

According to inside sources, C ow pcr’s  com m ents on wolf control m ay 
h av e  been sparked  to life by a  le t te r  from  W ayne Hall, D irector of the 
A laska W ildlife Alliance. E x ce rp ts  from  th a t le tte r  a re  as follows: ,

“ We would like to follow up on a  few wildlife re la ted  issues discussed 
betw een you and the A laska E nvironm en ta l Political Action C om m ittee.

"A ccording to the notes and  recollections of the partic ipan ts  a t the 
A EPA  m eeting and  Cindy Low ry of G reenpeace USA, you s ta ted  th a t you 
w ere  opposed to ae ria l wolf control. In  a tim e of declining G encral'F und 
revenues (wolf control m ust com e out of the G eneral F un d ) and w hen all 
D epartm en ts and p ro g ram s a re  being cut, including m ore thah  a  million 
d o llars  from  o ther p ro g ram s in ADF&G, we feel th a t the ae ria l wolf 
control p ro gram , considered  an  ‘in c rem en t’ in the  ADF&G budget re ­
q u est, should not be funded.

"O th e r notes from  the m eeting  also  ind ica te  th a t you favor balance on

| the B oard of G am e. T here  is not now, nor has there  ev e r been, a  balance 
on th e  board with respec t t o . . . t h e  consum ptive and  non-consum ptive 
u se rs . We urge you to consider the appointm ent of a non-consum ptive 
u s e r . . .  1 •

" I t  seem s there  is  a  possibility  th a t you m ay  be appointing M r. Sam  
H arbo . We do not believe th is is consistent with yo u r opinions on wolf 
control and a balanced  B oard  of G am e. At a  tim e w hen the wolf control 
con troversy  has subsided som ew hat, it would seem  the best w ay to 
p lunge the s ta te  and the ad m in istra tion  r ig h t back into the wolf control 
f ire  would be to appoint M r. H arbo. We hope you’ will not take this 
in itia tiv e ."
• As a  consequence, Cowper publicly denounced the  wolf control p rog­

r a m  a s  "too  expensive .’’ T he wolf p redation  control p lans w ere su s­
pended , and the funds reallocated  for o ther p ro jec ts . -

According to a m em o from  D irector of G am e Lew P am plin , $30,000 
ea rm a rk e d  for the p ro jec t w ere red istribu ted  as  follows:

•  In tensive wolf su rveys in 20B $11,000
•  Wolf Surveys in 20A $3,000
•  Caribou calving su rv ey s cas t ofSagavanirktok R iv er $9,000
•  R evise trap p e r questionnaire/data  analysis $3,000
P am p lin  also noted th a t he w as "p lacing  $4,000 back into H eadq u arte rs’ 
o pera ting  budget to help p ay  for rep o rt publication costs in this fiscal 
y e a r ."  , •



FAIRBANKS FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

1676 Taroka Drive,

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 
March 12, 1987

Honorable Senator Jack Coghill 

Chairman Senate Resources Committee 
P.O. Box V,

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator;

You are already aware of the dissatisfaction over the 

reappointment of the same members to the Game Board. Govenor 
Cowper stated prior to his election, he would correct the 

situation the Sheffield administration had created. It is now 
appearent this promise has been reneged on.

Consequently, the only way we see now to place members on the 

Game Board which will make regulations based on sound biological 

advice rather than the present method of political bias, is to 

have the legislature reject the unacceptable Cowper appointments.

I would therefore like to request that hearings be held in 

Fairbanks and other areas of the state as soon as possible so we 

Sportsman and other interested public will have an opportunity to 
have input into the confirmation process.

It appears Fairbanks will be without a Game Board member as Vic 

Van Ballenberghe is being transferred to Anchorage by his 

employer. This should taken in to account on the appointment 
of new Game Board members.

SincereTyV



FAIRBANKS FISH AND G AME ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

1676 Taroka Drive,

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 
March 12, 1987

Honorable Governor Steve Cowper 
P.O. Box A,

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Governor;

I recieved a response to my letter to you dated February 9, 1987 
from Commissioner Collinsworth (ADF&G). I would rather have 

heard from you. The attitude of the leadership of ADF&G is 

already well known. It has been known for several years because 
it was estabilished by the Sheffield Administration. We 

Sportsmen had hoped that a new Administration would at least 

attempt to correct the political manipulation we are so sick of. At 

least that is what you led us to believe during your campaign.

Unit 20A is critical to the Interior of Alaska. Most of our 

wildlife resources depend on sound bioligical management of this 

area. The leadership of ADF&G and your (do as they are 

politically instructed) Board of Game has determined these 

resources be managed for priority use by four legged preditors.
This practice violates sound wildlife management practices and 

quite possibly the State Constitution. Of course your Attorney 

Generals staff asigned tc ADF&G believes it is legal until a 

Court of law declares it otherwise. This is a very sorry 

situation to be in. Now you perpetuate it by reappointing the 
same members back on the Board of Game. We Sportsmen certainly 

have no quarrel with Sidney Huntington but Nick Jackson and Joel 
Bennett are something else. They have a proven record of putting 

politics above biological management. I recomend you withdraw 

these nominations as soon as possible as they are only going to 
bring more embarressment to your administration.

It dismays me to have to write this letter but I have no choice.

The wildlife of the Interior (they are renewable resources) are 
too important to simply ignore. Wildlife is a resource enjoyed by 

all and vital to the health of the Interior and many other parts 

of the State. To continue the mismanagement of the past 

four years is simply intolerable.

Please do not expect us to believe that decisions on preditor 

control are to be made by the Board of Game when you personally 

killed the only program we had in the Interior. As clearly 
stated in your interview printed in the Fairbanks Daily 

News-Miner, Thursday , March 5, 1987 you made a purely political 

decision on wolf control. Yet you attempt to telL us you are 
interested in developing Alaska's renewable reources. Are we the 
public supposed to believe you on other issues?

If this is how you intend to manage, your professional wildlife 
biologists should be told so they can go find work where they 

might be more useful. If their advice is to be continued to be
ignored there is no need to have them on the payroll.



(2)

I and ray committee will continue to work closely with the Interior 

Regional Staff of ADF&G. However, it is clear that the Headquarters 

Staff are not conerned with the welfare of Interior wildlife 

resources or the welfare of the Interior hunters. Our top 

priorty is the wildlife resource and not special political interests. 

If the Game Board and the Commissioner were truly concerned with the 

welfare of our Interior moose and caribou populations, they vc> Id not 

have advised you to drop our remaining program to rehabilitate noose 

populations. In addition, they would have scheduled the matter for 

Board action and arranged to conduct the Board meeting in Fairbanks,

I look forward to your future actions. I had sincerely hoped 
that we would be marching forward together but unless you change 

directions that will clearly not be the case.

cc: file

Bryon Haley 

TVSA 

^  Sen. Coghill
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FAIRBANKS FISH AND GAME ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

1676 Taroka Drive,

Fairbanks, Alaska 99709 

March 12, 1987

Honorable Senator Jack Coghill

Chairman Senate Resources Committee /  _

P.O. Box V,

Juneau, Al; ska 99811

Dear Senat>r;

You are alrjady aware of the dissatisfaction over the 

reappointmjnt of the same members to the Game Board. Govenor 

Cowper st; ted prior to his election, he would correct the 

situation the Sheffield administration had created. It is now 

appearent this promise has been reneged on.

Consequently, the only way we see now to place members on the 

Game Board which will make regulations based on sound biological 

advice rather than the present method of political bias, is to 

have the legislature reject the unacceptable Cowper appointments.

I would therefore like to request that hearings be held in 

Fairbanks and other areas of the state as soon as possible so we 

Sportsman and other interested public will have an opportunity to 

have input into the confirmation process.

It appears Fairbanks will be without a Game Board member as Vic 

Van Ballenberghe is being transferred to Anchorage by his 

employer. This should taken in to account on the appointment 

of new Game Board members.

Sincerely.

i' /

c f t 7 * • •**» *



Tok Gutoff-Rabesna Road. 
Advisor.]. Comm ittee
S . T . Box 380 
fakona , A laska 99586
Tebruarxp \ T

Senate*. C o g h i l l  &
T ep re s e n ta t lv e  Shult§ .
Touch U
Juneau, A laska 99802

Dear Jack, and D ick :

The. Tok. Cutoff-flabesna Toad A dv iso ry Comm ittee met on. Januatij, 24, 1987 An. a genetaL
m ee tin g . tie. have a co u p le  o f  Item s ice. wouAd Like, t/ou a* our le g is la t o r s  te  address .

7. l ie  wouAd L ike, te  s ee  t h e  requ irem en t f o r  a trophxj. tag. on. wolves only. a f t e r  t h e  
h u n te r  has been s u c c e s s fu l. l ie  b e l ie v e  Ihe . h u n te r  would, n o t  mAnd pag in g  th e  
t ro p h y  fee. a f t e r  Ihe . an im at had been. kAAAed. IRost hun ters  onLj. tee. wolves 
occaslanaLLt], b u t  would welcome, t h e  opportun ity , te  go ahead i f  t h e  ta g  was 
o*. c o u ld  b e  purchased when, t h e  a n im a l was k i l l e d .

2. Lie wou ld L ik e  t e  make s u re  t h e  le g is la t u r e  doea n o t  r a is e  th e  c o a t of. r e s id e n t/  
non- res id en t hun ting . L icenses  and trophy, ta g s . l ie  would L ik e  them to  remain, t h e  
same even though t h e  revenues o f  t h e  s ta te  a re  d e c lin in g *

3 .  Lie would L ik e  te  d e e  bo th  o f  igou d r a f t  le g is la t io n  r e q u it in g  q u a l i f ic a t io n s  
for. Board o f  fame and T is h e r le s  members. l ie  b e l ie v e  th e s e  p e o p le  s h o u ld  haue 
f i r s t  hand and/or o th e r  exp e r ie n ce  when d e a lin g  w ith  our resou rces .

Hope gou can a s s is t  o u r comm ittee w ith  oome o f  t h is  o r  a t  le a s t  make s a te  I t  d o esn 't
g e t  s l ip p e d  I n  somewhere e ls e .

S in ce rebg ,

B ILL G U Is ,  Chairman 
822-3426

P. 5 .
3f gou haue ant], q u e s t io n s , p le a s e  c a l l  Thelma a t  822-3426.
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