


Municipal! P.O. B O X  196650

A N C H O R A G E ,  ALASKA 99519-6650 

(907) 343-4674

Anchorage To« Fink
MA Y O R

MUNICIPAL HEALTH & HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION

March 9,  1988

S e n a to r  Tim Kelly
Senate  Labor and Conme’ ce Committee 
Alaska S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
POB V
Juneau,  Alaska 99811 

Dear S ena to r  K e l ly ,

The Munic ipal  H ea l th  and Hunan S e r v i c e s  Commission wishes  to  lend i t ' s  f u l i  sup­
port  to  th e  passage of  SB266. The Commission has had a long s t a n d in g  concern
about the loophole  in  c u r r e n t  m un ic ipa l  sm o k e -d e t e c to r  o rd in an c es  t h a t  permi t  
owner occupied homes i n  Anchorage to be w i thou t  s n o k e - d e t e c t o r s .  Passage of  
SB266 would r e s o lv e  t h a t  problem and advance im por tan t  p r e v e n t iv e  approaches  to 
i n j u r y  c o n t r o l  in  a s t a t e  where u n i n t e n t i o n a l  i n j u r i e s  a r e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  202 
of s t a t e w i d e  m o r t a l i t y  (1984)  among Alaskans  ages 5 -54 .

I f  you have any q u e s t i o n s  of  us ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  to c a l l  me (562-2828)  or
our s t a f f  (343 -4 6 7 4 ) .

Gari u.  / v n a re im ,  u n a i r
Municipal  H ealth  and Human S e r v i c e s  Commission

cc:  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Jim Duncan, Sponsor
^Senate -Labor and Commerce Committee 
Anchorage Municipal  Assembly 
Tom Fink ,  Mayor, M u n ic i p a l i t y  of  Anchorage 
Ron C a r z i n l ,  Manager,  M u n ic i p a l i t y  of Anchorage
Robert  A. (B e r t )  H a l l ,  D i r e c t o r ,  Department of H e a l th  and Human S e r v i c e s ,  

M u n ic i p a l i t y  of  Anchorage

S i n c e r e l y ,

SJ 6/dPD20
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M a r c h  12, 1 9 8 8

S e n a t o r  T i m  K e l l y ,  C h a i r m a n  

S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  K e l l y :

S C S  H B  2 8 2 ( H E S S ) ,  r e l a t i n g  t o  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s ,  w a s  

r e f e r r e d  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  o n  M a r c h  
10.

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s ,  A . S .  x 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5 ,  r e q u i r e  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  i n  

a p a r t m e n t s ,  c o n d o s ,  h o t e l s  a n d  l o d g i n g  h o u s e s .  T h e y  a r e  

a l s o  r e q u i r e d  i n  s i n g l e  a n d  m u l t i  f a m i l y  h o m e s  b u i l t  o r  

p u r c h a s e !  a f t e r  1 9 7 5 .

S C S H B  2 8 2 ( H E S S )  r e q u i r e s  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  

s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  i n  a l l  h o m e s ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  w h e n  

t h e y  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  s o l d .

S e c t i o n s  3 a n d  4 d e l i n e a t e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  l a n d ­

l o r d  a n d  t e n a n t  f o r  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  a r e  

c r o s s  r e f e r e n c e d  w i t h  t h e  L a n d l o r d  T e n a n t  A c t .

A n  a m e n d m e n t  w a s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  

a d d e d  S e c t i o n  (c) o n  p a g e  1, l i n e  2 2 .  I t  w a s  a g r e e d  b y  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  t h a t  a  l a n d l o r d  o r  

t e n a n t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  h e l d  f o r  c i v i l  l i a b i l i t y  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  

a  c i v i l  a c t i o n  b e c a u s e  o f  d e a t h ,  p r o p e r t y  l o s s  o r  p e r s o n a l  

i n j u r y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  a  f i r e .  H o w e v e r ,  t h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  

m e m b e r s  a g r e e d  t h a t  v i o l a t o r s  c o u l d  b e  p e n a l i z e d  u n d e r  A . S .  

1 8 . 7 0 . 1 0 0 ,  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a  f i n e  a n d  a  t e r m  o f  i m p r i s o n ­

m e n t  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  s t a t u t e s .

A . S .  1 8 . 7 0 . 1 0 0  i s  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  f i r e  c h i e f s  w i t h i n  

t h e i r  o w n  d i s t r i c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  u n d e r  A . S .  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 7 5 ,  a  f i r e  

o f f i c e r  o f  a  m u n i c i p a l  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  o r  o t h e r  e m e r g e n c y

HKI’ llHJiKNTIN i 
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s e r v i c e s  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e n t e r  d w e l l i n g s  t o  

i n s p e c t  f o r  p r o p e r l y  i n s t a l l e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  s m o k e  d e t e c ­

t o r s .

M r .  S a m  N e a l ,  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ,  a d v i s e s  m e  t h a t  a 

p e r s o n  w o u l d  b e  s u b j e c t  t o  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  o f  A . S .  1 8 . 7 0 . 1 0 0  

o n l y  a f t e r  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  a  f i r e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  

r e q u i r e d  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r  w a s  e i t h e r  m i s s i n g  o r  i n o p e r a t i v e .

A l a s k a  l e a d s  t h e  n a t i o n  i n  f i r e  d e a t h s .  I n  1 9 8 6 ,  2 7  A l a s ­

k a n s  d i e d  i n  f i r e s  i n  h o m e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  p r o p e r l y  

i n s t a l l e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .  N o  f i r e  d e a t h s  

h a v e  o c c u r r e d  i n  A l a s k a  w h e r e  o p e r a t i n g  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  

p r e s e n t .  I n  4 9 . 7  p e r c e n t  o f  a l l  r e s i d e n t i a l  f i r e s  i n  

A l a s k a ,  n o  o p e r a t i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .

T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  

A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  B u i l d i n g  O f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

T h e r e  i s  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  t o  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  

f i s c a l  n o t e s  a r e  a l s o  e n c l o s e d .  T h e  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  t o  

A l a s k a n s  i s  m i n i m a l ?  t h e  h i g h  a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  a b a t t e r y  

o p e r a t e d  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r  i s  $ 1 5 . 0 0 .

T h e  J u n e a u  F i r e  D e p a r t m e n t ' s  b u d g e t  f o r  F Y  ' 89 i s  $ 2 . 1  

m i l l i o n .  F i r e  l o s s  a n d  b i l l i n g  c o s t s  t o  t h e  J u n e a u  a r e a  

l a s t  y e a r  t o t a l s  $ 7 3 7 , 3 0 0 ,  a  f i g u r e  w h i c h  i s  d a n g e r o u s l y  

c l o s e  t o  $ 1  m i l l i o n .

I t  i s  p r o v e n  t h a t  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  p r o v i d e  f o r  e a r l i e r  

d e t e c t i o n  o f  f i r e  a n d  t h e  e a r l i e r  a l a r m  d r a s t i c a l l y  d e c r e a s ­

e s  t r a g i c  a n d  n e e d l e s s  i n j u r y  a n d  d e a t h  b y  f i r e .

Y o u r  f a v o r a b l e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  t o  t h i s  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  

i n  t h e  S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  b e  v e r y  m u c h  

a p p r e c i a t e d .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

E n c l o s u r e s



F STEVE COWPER. GOVERNOR

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFE T Y

DIVISION OF F IRE  PREVENTION
REPLY TO

□ ROBOXN I— I 5700 EAST TUDOR ROAD
JUNEAU ALASKA 99811-1200 I I ANCHORAGE. ALASKA99507-1225JUNEAU ALASKA 99011-1200 
PHONE (907)465-4331 PHONE (907)269 5604

Ma r c h  2, 1988

□ 1979 PEGERROAD 
FAIR3ANKS, ALASKA 99709 
PHONE (907)456-4002

The H o n o r a b l e  Bill Hudson 
A l a s k a  State L e gi slature 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Re: S moke Detectors;
E n f o r c e m e n t  of HB 282

Dear R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  Hudson:

The n eed for smoke dete c t o r s  in e v e r y  d w e l l i n g  u n i t  has been 
well d o c u m e n t e d  as a m eans of s aving lives and r e d u c i n g  the 
t r a u m a t i c  impact of burn injuries. A l a s k a  s t a t i s t i c s  show a 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  high number of fire v i c t i m s  in the rural 
c o m m u n i t i e s  of o u r  state. We b e l i e v e  that if e very  home had 
a smoke dete ctor, as required by HB 282, the numbe r of lives 
lost to fire every year could be g r e a t l y  reduced, e s p e c i a l l y  
in rural areas.

U n d e r  A S  18.70.050 and AS 18.70.080, however, the D e p a r t m e n t  
of P ublic Safety, D i v i s i o n  of Fire Pre vention, does  not have 
a u t h o r i t y  to ente r p r i v a t e  d w e lling units to inspect them. 
The o n l y  w a y  for the D e p a r t m e n t  to e n f o r c e  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of HB 282 w o u l d  be after a fire occurs. If i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a fter a fire revealed that the req uired smoke d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  
m i s s i n g  or inoperative, the owner w o u l d  be subjec t to the 
p e n a l t i e s  of AS 18.70.100.

If a d i f f e r e n t  e n f o r c e m e n t  scheme is d e s i r e d  by the 
legislators,  then s p e cif ic a u t h o r i t y  to enter and inspect 
r e s i d e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s  of less than four units to e n force 
1 6.70.095 m u s t  be granted.

Sincerel y,

Sylvester (Sam) Neal 
State Fire Marshal



 :-----

STATE OF ALASKA 
1988 L E G ISLA T IV E SESSION

R E Q U E ST ;

t

BILL VERSION
p u b l is h  d a t e  :

cs~ :s: ?a ■

FISCAL NOTE
i m m .Revuion Date:

TitJe: An Act relating to smoke

detection devices.

Sponsor: _
Requestor:,

Ac«wvAff«-t^- Health ft Social Services 
b £ u  7 Stati""Health Services-------

‘Hudson et ai. rnmpnn>n.« • & T t  11 IC a t 100 and
____________  L ic e n c in g ________________

EXPEN D ITURES /REVEN UES : (Thousands of Dollars)
O PER ATIN G F Y  88 FY 89 F Y  90 F Y  91 F Y  92 FY  93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
l a n d  a  s t r u c t u r e s
GRANTS. CLAIMS 
M1SCEI1ANE0US
TO TA L O PER ATIN G - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - v -

CAPITAL

re v e n u e 1

FUND ING : (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERAL FUND
FEDEPALFUNDS
OTHER
TCTAL

t
- 0 - _n_ ) -

mljm - J -  i

PO S IT IO N S :
FULLTIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a sepvate page if necessary)
The enactment of CSHB 282(SA) would have no direct fiscal ir.oac: on the 
Department of Health a n d  Social Services.

Prepared by:  Elizabeth Ward,. Director ■_____-65-?™0
Division: Peclic Health T L . . ____________________

® b> t e s t  - D w :  —

Distnbuiion (fcy preparer) :
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget i i
Impacted Ag ency(ies) W e —  of —



STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION : C5HB 'SA1
19SS LEGISLATIVE SESSION p u b l i s h

R E Q U E S T : ______________________ FISCAL NOTE________________________
Revision Date :________________________________  A „ { n : y  AffKt£(r ; Public Safety_________
Ti’Jc: An act relating to smoke detection r r h  ■ M r e  P re v e n t io n

1

devices

Sponsor: . f im o r -h p r ’j . MV o r   . Components:.
Requestor _̂_______________ ____________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
.  OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 I FY 91 FY 92 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUTMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
CRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

I
1
1
i

' L_
TOTAL OPERATING 1 o  ! o  1 o n 1 0

0c a p it a l

REVENUE I n n 0 I n 1 I

FUND ING : (Thousands of Do lla r)

CENTRAL FUND I
FEDERAL FUNDS

.... .

OTHER I 1
TTH-iL 0 0 0 ’ *1 * 1

PO S IT IO N S :

FULLTIME 0 0 0 0 0 1
part .ttme - - 1
TEMPORARY 1

A N A L Y S I S :  (Acach a separate page if necessary)

No fiscal impact.

rv<.n,f^hv Gordon E. Brunton fy iiro phnn, •, ?65 - - 3 3 1
nivitinn • Fire Prevention p,,.. 1/12/88

Approved by Commissinner: niif •
Aeencv: -P n h l i^ S a fA i - ) / k
Distribution (by preparer) : 

Legislative finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requetor
Office o f Management and Dudget 
Impacted Agency ( * i ) page of



. 5 / 1 2 / 8 7
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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT
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Health, Education and DATE.-----2.———-L i .

T h .  Social Services_____________c o m i t t . .  ha. c o n . i d . r . d  HB 282
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International Conference of Building Officials
Alaska Southeast Chapter

Governor  S teve  Covper 
S t a t e  c f  Alaska

S u i l d i n g  and F i r e  S a f e t y  
March 30 ,1357

Sear Governor Ccvper,

The Alaska C hap te r s  c f  the  International Ccnfersr.tfe c f  S u i l d i n g  
O f f i c i a l s  a r e  composed o f  d e d i c a t e e  and t r a i n e e  c a r a e r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  ir. t h e  f i e l d s  o f  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  s a f e t y .  Our 
n t ro e r s . - . i p  r e p r e s e n t s  ev e ry  n a j c r  m u n i c i p a l i t y ,  several Feceral and 
State a g e n c i e s ,  and private s e c t o r  d e s i g n  professionals _r. Alaska. 

Vt r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  your  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  and s u p p o r t  o f  t h r e e  
p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  we s t r o n g l y  b e l i e v e  t o  be i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  c f  
a l l  A l a s k a n s .

1 .  I n  December 135* t h e  Alaska Task Force  cn F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  
c o n c l u d e d  t h a t  A laska  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  r a t e  o f  f i r e  d e a t h  p e r  c a p i t a  
i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  w o r ld .  We would l i k e  t o  have you i r . t r o c u c e  an  
a o e n d o e n t  t o  AS 13 .7C.035  wnich would r e q u i r e  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  
smoke d e t e c t o r s  i n  a l l  d w e l l i n g  u n i t s .  T h i s  a c t i o n  would p ro d u c e  
t h e  g r e a t e s t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  s a v in g  l i v e s  u n d e r  c u r r e n t l y  a v a i l a b l e  
t e c n n o l o g y .  The f i n a n c i a l  im pac t  o f  t h i s  a c t i o n  cn bo th  r u r a l  and 
u rb a n  c i t i o e . n s  would be n e g l i g i b l e .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  f u n d in g  f o r  the  S t a t e  F i r e  Commission wculc  g r e a t l y  
h e l p  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  th o s e  who s e r v e  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  a s  f i r e f i g h t e r s ,  
f i r e  c h i e f s  and c o n s t r u c t i o n  code o f f i c i a l s .

I.  D ur ing  th e  u n p r e c e d e n te d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  booo o f  t h e  e a r l y  
e i g h t i e s ,  c i t i e s  and  bcro-jgr.6 l e a r n e d  t h a t  i n c r e a s e d  e f f i c i e n c y  and 
com munica tion  o c c u r r e d  wnen r e l a t e d  f u n c t i o n s  were c o n s o l i d a t e d  
i n t o  " o n e - s t o p  p e r m i t  d e p a r t m e n t s " .  They were a l s o  f a r  l e s s  
e x p e n s i v e  t o  a d m i n i s t e r .  The c o n c e n s u s  c f  the  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
i n d u s t r y ,  from our  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i s  t h a t  i t  would be t i m e l y  f o r  t h e  
S t a t e  t o  a d o p t  a s i c i l a r  o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s t r u c t u r e  now t h a t  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  has  c o o le d  down.

S m a l l e r  A la skan  communit ie s  wnich have  t a k e n  t h e  i n i t i a l  B teps  t o  
r e g u l a t e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  a c t i v i t y  w i t h i n  t h e i r  b o u n d a r ie s  o f t e n  neeo  
co r . t i r .uea  a s s i s t a n c e  from the  S t a t e  b e c a u s e  o f  s t a f f  l i m i t a t i o n s .  
The D epar tm en ts  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  L a b o r ,  Env i ronm en ta l  C o n s e r v a t i o n  
and o t h e r s  o f t e n  complement t h e  l o c a l  s t u f f .  Ve f e a r  t h a t  f u n d i n g  
c u t e  nay  e rode  t h e  c u r r e n t  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e .

Moot r u r a l  com muni t ies  c u r r e n t l y  have  some d e g re e  o f  f i r e  s e r v i c e  
p e r s o n n e l .  In a d d i t i o n ,  l a r g e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  u s u a l l y  p r o v i d e  some 
l e v e l  o f  b u i l d i n g  i n s p e c t i o n  s e r v i c e s .  As an i n t e g r a t e d  e x t e n s i o n  
o f  a  S t a t e  d e p a r t m e n t  g o v e rn in g  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  and b u i l d i n g  
s a f e t y ,  t h e  S t a t e  c o u l d  c a i n t s i n  a s t r o n g  committment t o  h e l p  t r a i n
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v< support the f c l l c * .n ;  temper.?*

Adc t c  AS 3A.C3.IOD I t  s h a l l  t e  t h e  d u t y  c f  the  l a n d l o r d  
p r o v i d e  s c t k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  i n  r e n t e !  u n i t s .

Adi t c  AS 3A.02.12S I t  s h a l l  be t h e  d u t y  o f  th e  t e n a n t  t c  
t a m t a m  ascke  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  lr . r e n t e  I u n i t e .

J u s t i f i c a t i o n

C u r r e n t  e t e t u t e  end  r e p l e t i o n  13.AAC S3.C2C r e q u i r e  MOke 
d e t e c t o r s  in  e l l  g u e s t  r o c s c  I n  h o t e l s  end  lo d g in g  ho u s es  
u s e d  f o r  s l e e p : r . (  p u r p o s e s .  They e r e  e l s e  r e q u i r e d  i n  e l l  
d u e l l i n g  u n i t s  ( a p a r t r e r . t s ,  cor .dcs e t c . )  e x c e p t  s i n g l e  f a s i l y  
n o t e s ,  dup le xes  end t r i p l e x e s  b u i l t  b e f o r e  1J75 t h a t  r a v e  
n e v e r  been s o l d .  L i v i n g  u n i t e  e r e  n o t  d e f i n e d  J r .  t r .e  Uniform 
B u i l d i n g  Code (UBD.U D u e l l i n g  u n i t e  e r e  d e f i n e d  i n  t h e  UBC 
and  used  in  tr.e s t a t e  f i r e  e a r s h t l l ' s  r e g u l e t l o n s .  
P . e s p c n e i b i l i t y  f o r  s z e k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  sr.d s a m t e r a n c e  m  
, - e n t e i  p r o p e r t y  ' i s  n o t  c l e a r l y  d e f i n e d . - --------------------------------

A laska  has  t h e  h lgh .ee t  p e r  c e p i t a  deeth.  r a t e  by f i r e  i n  t h e  
v e s t e r n  u c r i d .  These a r e n d c e n t s  u o u ld  h e l p  r e d u c e  f i r e  d e a t h s  
: n  A l s s « a .

T h i s  s e t  v o u l -  have n e g l i g i b l e  f i n a n c i s l  i r p e c t  on r u r a l  end 
u r c a n  A la s k a n s .  There  : s  no f i s c a l  n o t e  t o  th e  s t s t e  due t o  
l c p l e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t h i s  a s e j . d a e n t .  T h i s  change  i s  a l s o  
s u p p o r t e d  by t h e  f i r e  e e r v i c e  In  A l a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y .

President
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a*, a:: »e i a7:.\3 :c s w k e  t e t e c t i c s ievites

Cur r v . c v r n  » ic ? : : :n  of tree* r«: fc .l l*  wrier ir e  loerc-rs'ts
tc : m  e x is t ir . :  pertaining tc  i r s «  : e : e c : : : t .  Tr.e current laa .1
vac .*  ir. ;  ccr.dit.cr.s „rcer ••r.icr. sre** 1.-? req uires.

c f ' . * : : : : *  i r e  i n e x p e n s i v e  sr . -  s a v e  l i v e s .  T’-ey o f f e r  t-.e c » t c  
r v t i l i t l e  s t r a t e s * *  ir. A la ska  f o r  r e c u c m i  tr.e  l o s e  o f  l i f e  ar.s p r o p e r t y  f r c r  
f i r e .  Cur £ t a t e  i e i c s  tr.e N a t i o n  ;r. t r .ese  l e a s e r  p e r  c a p i t a  y e i r  i f  t e r  y e a r .

I e : t i e r .  Z .  c f  tr.e p ro p o s a l  c l e a r l y  s e t s  f o r t h  sccke  d e t e c t o r  e a in te r . s r . e e  
f e t p c n t . t i l . t i t s  f o r  i s r . d i o r c s  ar.d te r .a r . ts  i n  r e n t a l  s i t u a t i o n s .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t e  tr.e S t a t e  F i r e  K a r t h i i r i  o f f i c e ,  AS 15.70.C3T i l l o u  l o c a l  
f i r e  c r . i e f s  t o  e n f o r c e  t r . e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  The 
c u n i c i p a i i t i e s  o f  Juneau  and Anchorage  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e  d e t e c t c r e  ir. a l l  
d w e l l i n g  u n i t s .

These a c t s  would have n e g l i g i b l e  f i n a r c i a l  i e p a c t  cn  0? tr. r u r a l  and - roar ,  
r e s i d e n t s  c f  A la s k a .  There i s  r e  f i a c a l  n o t e  t o  one 
i e p . e t e r t a t i c r. c f  t h e s e  a c e n - r t r t s .

Sincerely,

State associated with

•sr. Z .  chews 
F r e e i d e n t

P  O  B o x  2  1 1 4  1 1 A u k o  B a y ,  A K 9 9 8 2  1
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T J T t E :  SUPPORT OF ACT RELATIN G TO ff^CKE DETECTION D E U C E S

u h EREAS  the  S t a t e  o f  A l a t a a  c u r r e n t l y  r e q u i r e t  * / *oke d e t e c t o r *  
• n a l l  l i v i n g  g n i t t  e « c e p t  * m g l e  f * / i i l r  n o n e *  a nd  d u p l e i e *
Du 1 11 b e f o r e  1976 t h a t  h ava  n a v a r  o a a n  t o l d ;  and

U h EO E m S tha A l a i k a  S o u t h e a t t  C h a p t e r  I C BO  h a t  a b i l l  kn a un  a t  
C S h B 29 ?  and  SB 2 i6  p e r t a . n i n g  t o  v i o t a  d a t a c t o r t  m t r o d w c a d  
b e f o r e  t ha  S t a t a  L a g > t l a t g r a ;  a n d

U m £ 9£AS t h i t  b i l l  w o u l d  a l t o  c l a r i f y  t ha  r a t p o n t i b i 1 1 1 t a t  f o r  
v * o » e  d a t a c t i o n  d a v i c a t  b e t w e e n  l a n d l o r d t  a nd  t a n a n t i ;  and  *

•

UMEREAS  t h i t  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  l o w  c o t t  v t o k a  d a t a c t i o n  
d a v i c a t  t o  p r o t a c t  s l e e p i n g  o c c u p a n t s  m  a l l  a v a i l i n g  u m t t  i n  
A l a t k a i  and

0 a
UMEREAS  r a c a n t  t t u d i f t  b y  t ha  N a t i o n a l  A t a o e i a t i o n  o f  Mena 
B u i l d a r t  I n d i c a t e  t h a t  f i r a  o c c u r s  » o r e  f r a q u a n t l y  i n  o l d a r  
h o n e t j  a n d

umEREAS  n o  d a t a c t o r t  w a r t  p r a t a n t  • it 4 9 . 7/. o f  t ha  r e s i d e n t i a l  
f i r a  i n c i d e n t s  r a p o r t a d  t o  tha S t a t a  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  o f f i c a  m  
198a .

»*
T h e r e f o r e , be i t  r e s o l v e d  t h a t

T h a  A t a t k a  F i r a  t h i e f *  A t t o c i a t i o n  a n d  tha A i a t k a  S t a t a  
F i r a f i g n t a r ' t  - r g a  t h a  A t a t k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  a d o p t  SB 2 i6  or  
C S hB  282 t o  h e l p  p r o r a t e  tha  l a f a t y  o f  a l l  A l t a i a n s  f r o n  t h e  
t h r e a t  o f  d e a t h  o r  i n j u r y  front f i r a .

R a c o n n a n d a t i o n t  P a s t

A d o p t i o n i  P a t t  x N o  P a t t

011  t r i b w  1 1 oni  Go
At

Cowpe r

G a y t a n  f l r a u i k ,  P r a t . ,  A . S . F . a .



A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ’ S A S S O C I A T I O N
656 7th AVENUE • FAIRBANKS. ALASKA 99701 • TEL (907) 459-6500 

January 12, 1988

Representative Bill Hudson 

Alaska State Legislature 

P.O. Box V 

Juneau, AK 99811

Gear Representative Hudson:

I an pleased to present to you those pertinent resolutions recently 

adopted by the Alaska F1re Chiefs Association and the Alaska State 

Firefighters Association at their most recent Joint conference that was 
held In Juneau 1n October of 1987.

These resolutions address those issues deemed vital by both Associations, 

not only for the fire service throughout ALL of Alaska, but also for ALL 

citizens of our great state.

Should you have any questions or desire clarifications on any of these 

(or other) issues, please do not hesitate to contact me at the address 

Indicated In the letterhead or call <£9-6500 (work) or 479-2C01 (home).

I appreciate your time in reviewing the enclosed material.

Sincerely,

William Shechter, President

WTSrnba

cc: Galen Brevek, President, Alaska State Firefighters Association



P o s i t i o n  Paper 

CSHB 282 (SA)

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act r e l a t i n g  to smoke d e t e c t i o n
d e v i c e s ."

T h i s  bill w o u l d  amend A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5  to include the 
r e q u i r e m e n t  that smoke d e t e c t o r s  be m a i n t a i n e d ,  changes the 
term " l i v i n g "  unit to " d w e l l i n g "  unit, r e q u i r e s  a landlord 
to install smo ke detectors in a p a r t m e n t s ,  and requires a 
tenant to r e o l a c e  batter ies in DC p o w e r e d  units.

S m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  are proven life s a v e r s  in fires, but 
only an e s t i m a t e d  50 percent of all h o u s e h o l d s  are e q u i pped 
with s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .  Also, m a n y  homes h a v e  smoke d e t e c t o r s  
that w i l l  not o p e r a t e  due to lack of m a i n t e n a n c e .  The fire 
services e s t i m a t e  that the e x i s t e n c e  o f  a f u n c t i o n i n g  smoke 
d e t e c t o r  i n c r e a s e s  an o c c u p a n t ' s  c h a n c e  of surviving a fire by 
86 percent. A c c o r d i n g  to the A l a s k a  D i v i s i o n  of Fire P r e v e n­
tion, in 1986, there were no fire d e a t h s  in A laska in b u i l d i n g s  
with f u n c t i o n i n g  smoke detectors.

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H ealth  and Social S e r v i c e s  supports 
oa ssage of C S H B  282(SA) b e c a u s e  it w i l l  r e a u i r e  f u n c t i o n i n g  
smoke d e t e c t o r s  in all dwellings, w h i c h  s h o u l d  help reduce 
the rates of deaths and injuries due to fires.

D i v i s i o n  of Public H e a l t h

Date:

A p p r o v e d  by:

M)
C o m m i s s i o n e r  
D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  and

S o c i a l  Services

Date: 2 2 -ft
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TIT1E; CONTACT:
An act r e l a t i n g  to s m o k e  C o r d o n  B r u n t o n
d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s
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AS 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5  w o u l d  be a m e n d e d  by this b i l l  to i n c l u d e  the

r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  be m a i n t a i n e d ;  and
c h a n g e s  t h e  t e r m  " l i v i n g "  u n i t  to - d w e l l i n g "  unit.

S m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  h a v e  p r o v e n  to be e f f e c t i v e  l i f e  s a v e r s  in 

f i r e s .  t o  the e x t e n t  that, n a t i o n a l l y ,  d e a t h s  b y  f i r e  d r o p p e d  
s u b s t a n t i a l l y  d u r i n g  the 1 9 7 0 * s .  50 p e r c e n t  of all h o u s e h o l d s

a r e  e s t i m a t e d  to be e q u i p p e d  w i t h  d e t e c t o r s .  T h e r e  c o n t i n u e s  to 

be f i r e  f a t a l i t i e s  in d w e l l i n g s  w h e r e  d e t e c t o r s  a r e  p r e s e n t ,  but 

n o t  o p e r a t i n g  p r o p e r l y .  It is e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  a p e r s o n ' s  c h a n c e s

o f  s u r v i v i n g  a f i r e  a r e  i n c r e a s e d  to 86 p e r c e n t  w h e r e  a p r o p e r l y
i n s t a l l e d  a n d  f u n c t i o n i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r  is p r e s e n t .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  will c o n t i n u e  i t s  e d u c a t i o n a l  

e f f o r t s  t o  h a v e  d w e l l i n g s  p r o v i d e d  w i t h  r e g u l a r l y  m a i n t a i n e d  
s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  of KB 282.

A r t h e r  E n g l i s h  

C o m m i s s i o n e r



w o r k i n g  d a y s  is fine for the w r i t t e n  report, b u t  w o u l d  u r g e  
the c o m m i t t e e  to r e quire  an i m m e d i a t e  oral r e p o r t  t o  the 
S t a t e  T r o o p e r s .

Rep. K o p o n e n  asks Ms. H o r e t s k i  if she w o u l d  like to c o m m e n t  
on t h e  p e n a l t y  c l a u s e  in SB 96 (1985 legislation).

G a y l e  H o r e t s k i  a n s w e r s  tha t S B  96 c a r r i e d  a Class "B" 
M i s d e m e a n o r  penalty.

Rep. K o p o n e n  asks Ms. H o r e t s k i  w h a t  w o u l d  h a p p e n  if the 
p e n a l t y  c l a u s e  is left out.

G a y l e  H o r e t s k i  a n s w e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  w o u l d  be a real p r o b l e m  
w i t h  e n f o r c e m e n t  if the law d i d  n o t  c a r r y  a p e n a l t y  for not 
r e p o r t i n g .

Rep. K o p o n e n  t hanks Ms. H o r e t s k i  for h e r  c o m m e n t s  a n d  
a s s i s t a n c e  w i t h  H B  332.

ep. E l l i s  s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  b i l l  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  by 
t h e  c o m m i t t e e  is H B  282, r e l a t i n g  t o  s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  
d e v i c e s .  Rep. Ellis a s k  S t e v e n  S h o w s  t o  co^ie f o r w a r d  to 
t e s t i f y  as t h e  bill s p o n s o r  w a s  n o t  present.

S t e v e n  Shows, B u i l d i n g  I n s p e c t o r  for t h e  C i t y  and B o r o u g h  
of J u n e a u  and President, I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of 
B u i l d i n g  Offici a l s ,  A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  Chapter, t e s t i f i e s  in 
f a v o r  of H B  282 and e n c o u r a g e s  the c o m m i t t e e  to p a s s  it out 
of c o m m i t t e e .

Rep. H u d s o n ,  s p o n s o r  of HB 282, s t a t e s  t h a t  the i n t e n t  of 
th i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  is to r e q u i r e  l a n d l o r d s  to r e p l a c e  smoke 
d e t e c t o r s ,  b u t  w o u l d  pla ce the r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of t h e  u p k e e p  
of a s m o k e  d e t e c t o r  w i t h  the .tenant.

Rep. G r u e n b e r g  s t a t e s  that he a n d  h i s  s t a f f  w o u l d  lik e to 
w o r k  o n  a m e n d m e n t s  t o  H B  282 s p e c i f i c a l l y  p e r t a i n i n g  to the 
l a n d l o r d \ t e n a n t  lavs.

Rep. E l l i s  asks  if c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  for 
Mr. S h o w s .  H e a r i n g  none, Rep. E l l i s  a s k s  M a r k  J o h n s o n  to 
c o m e  f o r w a r d  a n d  t e s t i f y  on H B  282.

M a r k  J o h n s o n ,  Coordinator, E m e r g e n c y  M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  
S e c t i o n  f o r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of H e a l t h  a n d  S ocial Servic es, 
s t a t e s  t h a t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  H B  282 an d u r g e s  the 
c o m m i t t e e  t o  p a s s  t h i s  legislatio n.

Rep. G r u e n b e r g  asks if the c o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  c o n s i d e r  a rur al 
e x e m p t i o n  for t h i s  legislation.

S t e v e n  S h o w s  c o m m e n t s  t h a t  the g r e a t e s t  n u m b e r  o f  h o u s e  
f i r e s  a r e  in t h e  rural ar eas of A l a s k a .



Rep. E l l i s  s tat es t h a t  b o t h  H B  332, r e l a t i n g  to the 
r e p o r t i n g  of b u m  injuries, a nd H B  282, r e l a t i n g  to s m o k e  
d e t e c t i o n  devices, w i l l  be h e l d  o v e r  until  Wedne s d a y ,  
F e b r u a r y  10th, in o r d e r  to a l l o w  the c o m m i t t e e  to w o r k  on 
a m e n d m e n t s  and c o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e s .

Rep. E l l i s  a d j o u r n s  the m e e t i n g  at 9:47 a.m.
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LEG ISLATIVE REPORTING SERVICE (B IL L  SUMMARY)

Snoke Detection BCTJSE ary, n q , 2&2r by Reps. Hudson and Gruenberg. Amends
BgylfiCfi-------- AS 18.70.095 (Fire Protection, smoke Detection Devices).

Would require smoke detection devices to be installed and 
maintained in all dwelling units in the state (current law requires 
smoke detection devices to be installed in all living units built, 
manufactured or sold in the state. Adds language requiring a 
landlord to provide the smoke detection devices in a dwelling u it 
occupied under the terms of a rental agreement or under a 
mcnth-to-month tenancy. The tenant would have to maintain the 
devices. Does not provide an effective date (bill becomes law 90 
days after being signed by the governor).

Introduced April 17 and referred to State Affairs? Health,
Education & Social Services.

Smoke Detection n m s E  b i l l  n o . 282. (see pages 573;630;749). Reported back
Devices________ to the Bouse Hay 12 by State Affairs recccxaending it be re­

placed with a State Affairs substitute and that it do pass.
Concurring: Ulmer (Chair), Hoffman, Davidson. Not concurring:
Martin has no recommendation. To Health, Education t Social 
Services.

The State Affairs substitute requires the landlord to provide the 
initial and replacement smoke detection devices and the tenant to 
keep the devices in working condition by keeping the batteries
changed, by testing the device periodically, and by refraining fran
disabling the devices. The original version required only that the 
landlord provide the device.
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REPLY TO

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
DIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION }

m
□  POBOXN rv, S700 EAST TUDOR ROAD

JUNEAU. ALASM 9961V1J0C
PHONE <VC7,4CM331

ANCHORAGE ALASKA 89507-mi 
PHONE (907)865 5604

STEVE COWPER. GOVERNOR

□ 1979 PEGEPROAD 
FAIRBANKS ALASKA 95709 
PHONE (927i 456-4302

June 8, 1987

The Honorable Bill Hudson 
House of Representatives 
3379 Meander Uay 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

RE: House Bill 282

Dear Representative Hudson:

1 just uant to take a moment to express my appreciation for 
your sponsorship of HB 282, "An act relating to smoke 
detector devices." Though this bill did not pass last
session, it undoubtedly u i 11 have a significant impact on 
fire fatalities in Alaska uhen it passes.

I request your continued support on our stateuide public 
safety issues. If 1, or members of my staff, can be of 
assistance on this legislation or other fire related 
issues, please give us a call.

Thanks again for your support.

Sir^erel y ,

Jylvest'er (Sam; Neal 
;tate Fire Marshal

SN:BJN

L87-158

cc: Deuey Uhetsell, President, Alaska Fire Chiefs
Gaylen Brevik, President, Alaska Firefighters Assn.
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1 9 8 1  -  1 9 8 5  COMPAR I SON S

1981 1 9 8 2 1 9 8 3 1 984 1 9 8 5

C i v i l i a n  F i r e  D e a t h s 28 16 27 35 29

D e a t h s / M i l l i o n  Pop. 64. 3 34. 7 54. 5 66. 9 54. 2

C i v i l i a n  Inj uri es 84 62 70 63 70

F i r e f i g h t e r  I n j u r i e s 46 28 42 36 37

N u m b e r  o f  F i r e s 3 , 1 1 9 3, 1 0 9 3, 21 4 3, 6 8 0 3, 4 7 5

T o t a l  C a l l s 7, 7 7 7 10, 5 2 7 1 4, 0 3 5 14, 8 7 6 1 4 , 8 1 3

$ L o s s e s  ( i n  m i l l i o n s ) $4 0. 6 $42. 6 $72. 8 $34. 5 $38. 8

$ L o s s  p e r  c a p i t a $93. 29 $92. 44 $1 46. 98 $65. 95 $72. 56

F I R E  D E A T H S

O n c e  a g a i n ,  A l a s k a  l e a d s  the N a t i o n  i n  d e a t h s  b y  fire, b a s e d  u p o n  the 

n u m b e r  o f  f a t a l i t i e s  per m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n .  Of the 29 w h o  died, 27 

w e r e  in t h e i r  homes, e i t h e r  s i n g l e  o r  m u l t i - f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s .

17 w e r e  m a l e s ,  12 f e m a l e s .  10 w e r e  u n d e r  the age of 9. The 

c o n t i n u e d  n e e d  t o  i n s t a l l  a n d  m a i n t a i n  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  is 
d e m o n s t r a t e d  b y  t h e s e  losses.

T h e  d i s c u s s i o n  of f i r e  d e a t h s  w o u l d  be i n c o m p l e t e  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n i n g  

the r a tes. F a i r b a n k s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a p p e a r s  to h a v e  t h e  h i g h e s t  u r b a n  

f i r e  d e a t h  r a t e  d u r i n g  1985, w i t h  1 4 8  d e a t h s  p e r  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n ,  
c o m p a r e d  t o  A n c h o r a g e ,  w h i c h  was 32. S i m i l a r  c o m p a r i s o n s  s h o w  
Na k n e k ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  to h a v e  a f i r e  d e a t h  r a t e  p e r  m i l l i o n  p o p u l a t i o n  

d u r i n g  198 5 ,  of 3,33 3 .  S m a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  s u c h  as this, h o w e v e r ,  must 
be l o o k e d  at o v e r  a l o n g e r  p e r i o d  o f  time, as the r e a l  p i c t u r e  is 
b i a s e d  b y  t h e i r  s i z e  a n d  e x p e r i e n c e .

T a b l e  No. 1 i n  t h e  a p p e n d i c e s  l i a t a  t h e  f a t a l i t i e s  in A l a s k a  s i n c e  

1 9 7 9  b y  l o c a t i o n .  L o c a l  d e p a r t m e n t s  a r e  u r g e d  to c o m p a r e  t h e i r  
f a t a l i t y  p r o b l e m  w i t h  the r e s t  o f  the state.

7



DETECTOR  AND S P R I N K L E R  PERFORMANCE

S m oJ te ^b e ie c lo ^ ii

D e t e c t o r s  o p e r a t e d  in 249, or 15. 5 X 
o f  all s t r u c t u r e  fires. Of the 

1 , 1 8 7  f i r e s  in r e s i d e n t i a l  

s t r u c t u r e s ,  n o  d e t e c t o r s  we r e  

D O N ’T STAY H O M E  p r e s e n t  in 5 8 *  of the i n c i d e n t s .
W I T H O U T  O N E !

A u t o m a t i c  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  o p e r a t e d  
in 16 fires, o r  1* of the i n c i d e n t s .  
It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  that t h e s e  w e r e  

all n o n - r e s i d e n t l a l  ( s i n g l e  or t w o -  
f a m i l y  d w e l l i n g s )  p r o p e r t i e s .

S t u d i e s  by t h e  F e d e r a l  E m e r g e n c y  M a n a g e m e n t  A g e n c y  i n d i c a t e  that the 

i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  h o m e  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  c o u l d  s a v e  t h o u s a n d s  of 
l i v e s  a n d  p r e v e n t  m i l l i o n s  of d o l l a r s  in p r o p e r t y  loss.

N e w  t e c h n o l o g y  has m a d e  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  m u c h  m o r e  p r a c t i c a l  f o r  
r e s i d e n t i a l  use. S p r i n k l e r  h e a d s  are s m a l l e r ,  m o r e  e s t h e t i c a l l y  

d e s i g n e d ,  a n d  r e a c t  at l o w e r  t e m p e r a t u r e s  t h a n  c o n v e n t i a n a l

i n d u s t r i a l  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i n s t a l l a t i o n  c o s t s  and
w a t e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  are m i n i m a l .  F o r  h o m e  b u i l d e r s ,  f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  
are a l o w - c o s t  s a f e t y  o p t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  a t t r a c t  b u y e r s ,  and the 
t r a d e - o f f s  b e t w e e n  s p r i n k l e r s  a n d  c o d e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c a n  m e a n  l o w e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  c o s t s  or m o r e  u n i t s  p e r  area. F o r  h o m e o w n e r s ,  the 

a d v a n t a g e s  of f i r e  s p r i n k l e r s  i n c l u d e  a s a f e r  e n v i r o n m e n t  for the 
fa m i l y ,  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  i r r e p l a c e a b l e  f a m i l y  p o s s e s s i o n s ,  and 
p o t e n t i a l l y  l o w e r  i n s u r a n c e  rates.

T h e r e  is c u r r e n t l y  a m o v e m e n t  i n  A l a s k a  to e n c o u r a g e  the i n s t a l l a t i o n  

of s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s  in d w e l l i n g s .  A n y  s u c c e s s  in t h i s  e f f o r t  s h o u l d  
see a r e d u c t i o n  i n  l i f e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  losses.

10



FIRE MARSHAL UNIT SPRING EDITION 1987 FIRE SERVICE TRAINING UNIT

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
D I V I S I O N  O F  F I R E  P R E V E N T I O N

INSIDE

FIRE SERVICES SAVES THE ALASKA ECONOMY MILLIONS OF DOLLARS - P. 13 

F!RE PREVENTION TAX BILL INTRODUCED - P. 31

PRIVATE INDUSTRY STEPS IN TO MEET LOCAL FIRE DEPARTMENT NEEDS - P. 7 

GOVERNOR COWPER DESIGNATES KAY 10 - 16 ARSON AWARENESS WEEK - P. 19 

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY GETS NEW COMMISSIONER - P. 9

• Sylvester (Sam) Neal, Director

Alaska State Fire Marshal



SMOKE DETECTOR PERFORMANCE

Nationally, detectors operated in 4.3* of all fires.

In Alaska, detectors operated in 7.3* of all fires.

No fire deaths occurred in Alaska uhere operating detectors were 
present .

In 24.6/i of all fires in Alaska. NO detectors uere present*

There is an indication that in the presence of operating 
detectors, property losses are less than uhere there are no 
detectors (not baa for an initial investment of apout $10.00 and 
$3/year for batteries):

$14,648 1oss/incident uhere detectors a r ? present.

$15,4^0 1oss/incldent uhere no detectors present.

1986 F I R E  L O S S  A N A L Y S I S



r N PAGE 14

BASE-REPORT 18 
SUMMARY OP FIRES BY ELEMENT 

FOR TYPE OF SITUATION FOUND AND/OR FIXED PROPERTY USE

REPORT PERIOD - 01 -01-86  THRU 12-31-08 COMPUTER PUN DATE - 04-22-07

STATE- AK .COUNTY- ALL FIRE  DEPARTMENT- ALL FOID - ALL

S T R U C T U R E  F I R E S

FIXED PROPERTY USE - - - ■
PUBLIC EDUCA>- INSTITU- RESIDEN­ STORE BAS INDS MANUFAC­

UNCLASS- ASSEMBLY TIONAL TIONAL TIAL OFFICE UTILITY TURING STORAGE SPECIAL
IFIED  PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY DEFENSE PROr .RTY PROPERTY PROPERTY TOTAl

TOTAL STRUCTURE FIRES BY
DETECTOR PERFORMANCE.................

UNKNOWN
« OF OCCURRENCES 9 3 4 160 2 4 5 5 3 193
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 15. 78 9 .67 18.18 13. 38 2.94 16.00 26. 31 6. 37 4. 03 12.44

IN PM OF FIRE/OPERATED
* OF OCCURRENCES 8 10 a 128 3 1 1 139
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 14.03 32.25 36. 36 10.71 4.41 Oo

3. 26 10.14
NOT IN ROOM/OPERATED

• OF OCCURRENCES 2 2 2 89 2 1 98
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 3.30 6. 43 9.09 7. 44 2.63 1 33 6. 23

IN ROOM/NOT OPERATED
n OF OCCURRENCES 3 1 1 82 1 1 89
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 3 .26 3 .22 4.34 6. 86 1 . 47 oo

3 .67
NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT

It OF OCCURRENCES 1 3 1 86 2 3 2 98
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 1 .73 9. 67 4.34 7. 19 2. 94 3. 94 2. 70 6. 25

IN ROOM/FIRE TOO SMALL
R OF OCCURRENCES 3 3 1 30 3 60
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 3. 26 9.67 4.34 4 .18 4.41 3. 82

NO OETECTORS PRESENT •
» OF OCCURRENCES 31 9 3 594 52 19 12 66 68 836
X OF COLUMN TOTAL 34. 38 29. 03 22. 72 49. 70 76. 47 76.00 63. 13 06. 04 91 . 89 34 . 62

OTHER
It OF OCCURRENCES 6 3 1 12
X OF COLUMN TOTAL .50 7 .35 5. 26 . 76

«« COLUMN TOTALS •« 57 31 22 1193 68 25 19 76 74 1567
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TALLV-REPORT 22

_______ « , . . i : ' ST ,N 0  ALL r , w t  e l e m e n t s  ®y r r r o u c N C v  o r  o c c u r ren ce
REPORT PERIOD • 01*01>00 THRU 12*31*00 COMPUTER RUM DATE • 04*22*07

I • • ♦ »

STAte- AK COUNTY- ALL »' 17»r DEPARTMENT- ALL r o i o  • ALL

rIRE INCIOENT ELEMENTS

DETECTOR PERrORMANCE
0 UNKNOWN
1
2
3
4
5 
0 
9

IN RM or rI RE/OPERATED 
NOT IN ROOH/ORCPATEO
i n  r o o m /n o t  o r r r a t e d

NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPCRAT 
IN ROOM/riRC TOO SMALL 
NO OETCCTORS PRtSENT 
OTHER 
BLAM(

TOTAL

NunnrR
• or 

I ncidents

194
109
90
09
90
00

050
12

1000
3474

PERCENTAGE NUMBER 
or SERVICE 

TOTAL INJURIES

s.a
4 5 
2 0
2 5 
2 1
1.7 

74 '■
.  3

30 . •
too o

3
1

10

0
21

Ni— orR
c i v i l i a n

INJURIES

•
4
4
4
0
I

21

4
50

HUMOrR
SERVICE
DEATHS

N U M BER
CIVILIAN
OEATHS

2
13

OOLLAR
LOSS

•377030
705047*
IIO0O97
574973
374053
13400

17070390
79000

77*7147
70000374

SPRI7KLCR PERFORMANCE
0  UNKNOWN
1
7 
3 
0 
9

EQUIPMENT OPERATEO 
COP 3**0ULO OPERA/OIONT 
EOP PRf SENT/E IRf 5MAL 
NO EOUIP PRESENT 
OTHER 
OLANK

TOTAL

too
33
I

07
1307

0
1 *>00 
3474

M  
, 9

1.7 
39 2 

.2 
54 9
too o

14

0
71

44

4
30

It

7
13

7031093 
474 750 

7000 
33094 

70507439 
•3000 

7797147 
70000374

PROPERTY OAMAOE CLA5SIrI CAT | ON 
0 UNKNOWN 
t 
7 
4 
3 
0 
7 
0 
9

1 TO 99 OOI LARS 
TOO 10 999 OOLIA0S 
10000 TO 74999 
73000 TO 49999 
30000 TO 749999 
250000 TO 999990 
IOOOOOO OR MORE 
NO OOLLAR :.033 

TOTAL

7
140
AAO
019
117
40
79
t

1005
34.4

4 2 
10 9
73 3 
)  7 
I 3 
M

40 «
too o

7
3
I
9

I
21

7
70
• I 
3 
3

I
30

•
3
I
I

7
13

3333 
779700 

4711004 
3900990 
7704137 

17047330
II

7000*374



BASE*REPORT IB 
summary or rincs by  element 

FOR TYRE or SITUATION TOUNO AMO/OR riREO PROPERTY USE
RETORT TER 100 - 01*01*110 THRU 12*31*08 COMPUTER RUN t/ATE • 04*02*07

• TATE- ALL COUNTY* ALL EIRE DEPARTMENT* ALL EOID • ALL

S T R U C T U R E  T I R E S

PUBLIC EOU?A* INSTITU
UNCLASS* A55CMRLV t i o n a l T1
i t i e o PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERP

OTAC STRUCTURE TIRES BY
CTECTOR PCREORMANCE.....

LRttNOVN
■ OP OCCURRENCES • 14 781 217 327
X or COLUMN TOTAL 48 83 21.73 17.00 17.98

IN RH or E IRE/OPERATEO
• OP OCCURRENCES 80 170 103 971
1 or COLUMN TOTAL 4. 87 B. II IB . 00 30.08

MOT IN ROOM/OPERATEO
• or OCCURRENCES 38 02 80 193
S or COLUMN t o t a l 2. 74 2.34 4. 17 8.71

IN ROOM/NOT OPERATrO •

• or OCCURRENCES 14 70 40 08
t  or column total 1.00 2.23 3.00 9. 19

MOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT
• or OCCURRENCES 2B 114 71 87
I or COLUMN TOTAL 1. 00 3.73 9.03 4 07

IN ROOM/EIRC TOO SMALL
• or OCCURRENCES 10 130 • 1 740
1 or COLUMN TOTAL . 70 3.04 9.03 13 . 37

MO OCTECTORS PRESENT
• Or OCCURRENCES 830 >110 908 399
S or COL CUN TOTAL 41 .03 •0.97 40. 80 10 00

o t h e r

o or OCCURRENCES 14 78 14 74
I or c o l u m n  t o t a l 1.00 .07 1.13 1 .70

•• COLUMN TOTALS •• 1311 3301 1217 1087

TIXEO TROTERTY USE • • • • • • • • • • • # « # # # *
RE3I0CN- STORE RAS I NOS MANUPAC*
TIAL orriCE UTILITY TURINO STORAOE SPECIAL
PROPERTY PROPERTY OCPCNSE PROPERTY PROPERTY PROPERTY TOTAL

10903 033 109 812 1217 86? 74049
2? 03 IB. 80 10 40 It. 33 19 . 40 70 3?. 21 .00

8042 247 34 276 47 2 8261
0. 19 4.02 3.90 9.98 .99 7.93

3703 110 0 34 39 23 6347
7.07 2.37 .02 1 .09 .74 . 60 9.60

2778 09 4 40 22 7 3173
3.40 1.77 .41 1 .44 27 20 2.00

4839 107 II 98 91 17 9171
9.80 2.03 1.13 2.00 .84 30 4.73

2873 127 09 41 11 3344
3 27 . 43 3.22 .31 .37 3.03

30271 3349 714 1703 6414 2339 97902
40.72 06.00 73 60 81 .63 • 1. 18 78.26 02.07

II70 90 10 31 91 33 1392
1. 30 1 . 13 1.03 1.12 .84 96 1.27

01431 9013 070 2703 7002 3330 100317
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0 UNKNOWN
1 IN RM o r  FIRE/OPERATED
2 NOT IN ROOM/OPERATFO
3 IN ROOH/NOT OPERATED
4 NOT IN ROOM/NOT OPERAT 
3 IN ROOM/EI RE TOO SMALL
8 NO DETECTOR3 PRESENT
9 OTHER 

INVALID CODE 
BLANK

TOTAL

33436
0209
0370
3109
3223
3392

63431
l'J77
109

102703
332169

2 A S J  5 * 1  '  226  407060394
I  ? III 555 30 89020360

9 J o  18 33799387
1*3  l2 ?  f o r  . 2 10312747
I O  75 55 ' : , °  22622330

19 7 2Pft3 5 .5 ?  2 3030722
- 2 l f * 4 4 4 » 1341301026

3® 2 13 17134493
S3  O r  i o f t . c  2G3?79

100 O 4413 163 744SS1 17 S
100 °  4433 3024 «  983 2738400333
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No smoke alarms in fatal fire; landlord jailed, fined
A Ijndlnrd has bent  sentenced to 90 days in tan lor tailing 
to install smoke alarms in a home in South S: Louis 
where a 4-vear-old bov was killed in a fire 

ludee Christopher Smith of the St Louis Municipal 
Court ordered the landlord Richard Lewis of Kirs wood 
Mo . to brine his wile to court so that the iudce could give 
her the same sentence, said Vincent Sabella housme court 
coordinator lor St Louis Lewis's wile. Sharon Lewis also 
is an owner of the house Sabella said 

Smith also fined Richard Lewis S500 and inC/.ated 'hat 
hr would impose the s ane  fine on Sharon Lewis 

The fine and tail term are the maximum allowed bv the 
ordinance requiring smoke alarms in cit> dwellings 

On November 14. lacob Daniel Wilev was killed in a fire 
at the house Fire fighters found the boy unconscious and 
wedged into a close: in the front room 

The bov s mother Pattv Wiley. 27. told authorities that 
she had scolded lacob earlier in the dav lor sticking pieces 
ol paper into a space heater

(Sf Low! Pcy-Dssatcr Janua-y 9 1997|

Homeless burning
BOSTON IAP|—The death of a homeless man whose 
clothe* caucht hre in hiv makestutt shelter graohicallv il­
lustrates the crowing problem ol homelessness in Ameri­
can cities said Mavor Kavmond L Flvnn who xnew thr 
v ictim

lohn Griffin 53 known in the South Boston neighbor­
hood as 'Duk«*v " was a Navv veteran and weitare reap .-  
ent who walked thp beach alone Dorchester Bav tor the 
past 2 : vears accord.nc to Fivnn and Police Superinten­
dent Paul E’ ans

One Saturuav night he crawled under a cemen1 stair­
case behind a citv bathhouse and covered the ooerune 
with plar.ks Evans said it was unciear whether Griffin 
built a fire to keep warm in the 3J degree weatne: or if f  
war  a cigareitt that icnitec his clothes

Griffin apparentlv tried to crav\| 40 feet to the bav. bu'  
collapsed His bodv was tound about halfwas between tr.e 
batnhoust and the water Evans said Cigarette butts a n :  
empty vodka bottles were found strewn behind tne bath- 
house

The Midland Syn-Tech' Challenge...
In 1982 some people simply didnl 
believe the M idland SynTech* 
synthesized rwowav radio Thai it 
had more capability than existing 
radios was field programmable, 
yei cost less than anyihing com 
parable Me sa id .’Maich it against 
any other radio’

Some pretty lough customers accepted our chal­
lenge They com pared capability and specs Ran 
aide-by side fiela tests with other radios Put them 
on shake tables Com pared p rice Then they 
bough: ours and put them to work

In 1982. it took guts to  switch 
ra d o  brands Now you jus: have 
to toot at the track record Since 
1982 SymTech radios have aver 
ag«d fewer than | \  'infant mortal 
tty* failures an d  life lest results 
correspond io a unit availability of 
betic; than 9 9 \ on a norma: annual 

-  opcrationalschedult

has made 
believers out of...

Here at last was an allordable high capability 
radio, that could be tailored to the user s exact 

needs by their own m aintenance op
I erauon or local iwoway dealer And 

reprogram m ed if needs changed 
tip  to 80 channels Channel scan 
nirsg Choice of pnontv  and scan 
m ode CTCSS and DCS squelch 
DTMF W ideband options and

Today there are over 100 SynTech m o d e ls -
tn d u d n g  the new  SynTech portables-plus many 
other new  Midland LMK mobiles ponables and 
repeaters Wc think a considered com parison will 
convince you there s m l] no better value

Mir c h a lle n g e  c om p a ris o n  G n r  us a  c o ll

*Ope/siKKu! flf xibCry*
*Tht large channel Q ; -c n  
plus the abO.ry *o reprog-j-n 
the S>ti Tccr quickly mt.ara 
I a n  oferait anywhere r  or 
oui of rrw senver ie n tn  or. 
an insam t noiA*

l u .

14 I D  L  A IM  D  i , '
• > * «  . _J

I 8 0 0  MIDLANDW M ...O •■( 141 |l«c
Ask lor In 1690

t» C m t i  4  C  U w t f W  I  W %  , c

som e pretty 
tough customers!




