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T h i s  m e a s u r e  i n c r e a s e s  the i n s u r a n c e  p r e m i u m  t a x  F r o m  2.7 to 3.0 
p e r c e n t ,  p r o v i d e s  For s e p a r a t e  a c c o u n t i n g  oF 10 p e r c e n t  oF the 
t a x  c o l l e c t e d  w h i c h  m a y  be a p p r o p r i a t e d  to F u n d  the S t a t e  F i r e  
C o m m i s s i o n  ( A S  44.4 1 )  and o t h e r  F i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s .

A l a s k a  F i r e  l o sses, b o t h  d e a t h s  a n d  p r o p e r t y ,  are 2.5 t i m e s  t h a t  
oF the r e s t  oF the U n i t e d  States. In Fact, t h e y  a r e  the h i g h e s t  
in the i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  w e s t e r n  world. He b e l i e v e  t h i s  to be
u n a c c e p t a b l e .  P a s s a g e  oF C S H B  230 (Fin) w i l l  p r o v i d e  the 
r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  to r e d u c e  t h e s e  losses.

D u r i n g  the era oF h i g h  r e v e n u e s ,  the L e g i s l a t u r e  p r o v i d e d  F u n d s  
F o r  F i r e  p r o t e c t i o n  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  F a c i l i t i e s .  N o w  t h e r e  n e e d s  
to be s u p p o r t  For the F i r e F i g h t e r s  a n d  p r e v e n t e r s  w h o  u t i l i z e  
t h e s e  f a c i l i t i e s  for the p r o t e c t i o n  of t h e i r  c o m m u n i t i e s .

T h e  D i v i s i o n  of F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  s e r v e s  in b o t h  d i r e c t  a n d  
i n d i r e c t  c a p a c i t i e s  to a c h i e v e  i t s  m i s s i o n .  D i r e c t  deli v e r y  of 
c o d e  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  t r a i n i n g  are p r o v i d e d  as 
w e l l  as i n d i r e c t  d e l i v e r y  b y  v a r i o u s  m e a n s  of s u p p o r t  to l o c a l  
f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  F i r e  r e l a t e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s .  S h o u l d  t h i s  
b i l l  pass, a n d  the L e g i s l a t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  the funds, the 
d i v i s i o n  w o u l d  be a b l e  to p r o v i d e  the f o l l o w i n g :

M a i n t e n a n c e  of the i n s p e c t i o n  of h i g h - r i s k  f a c i l i t i e s ,  
s u c h  as h e a l t h  care, s c h o o l s ,  p r e - s c h o o l s ,  d a y  care, 
c o r r e c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s ,  l a r g e  a s s e m b l y  o c c u p a n c i e s ,  and 

h i q h  rises, w L t b p y t  i m p l e m e n t i n g  a u s e r  Foe or i n s p e c t i o n  
ch a r g e ,  a c o n c e p t  that, to date, has m e t  w i t h  l i t t l e  
e n t h u s i a s m  or p r o b a b i l i t y .

C o n t i n u a t i o n  of the p l a n  r e v i e w  pro g r a m ,  we l l  r e c e i v e d  by 
a r c h i t e c t s  a n d  d e s i g n e r s ,  w h i c h  h e l p s  i n s u r e  t h a t  s a f e  
b u i l d i n g s  a r e  e r e c t e d  in c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  S t a t e  f i r e  codes.

I m p r o v e d  r e s p o n s e  to r e q u e s t s  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i v e
a s s i s t a n c e  in s u s p i c i o u s  a n d  l a r g e  l o s s  F i r e s  to d e t e r m i n e  

c a u s o s  a n d  a s s i g n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
of a r s o n  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m s  s u c h  as t h e  A r s o n  A w ards, A r s o n  
Hot Line, j u v e n i l e  f i r e  s e t t e r  c o u n s e l i n g .  T h e r e  has 
a l r e a d y  b e e n  an i n c r e a s e  in a r s o n  F i r e s  s i n c e  the d o w n t u r n  
in the e c o n o m y .

C o n t i n u a t i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  of the f i r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  
n e t w o r k ,  a v i t a l  t o o l  u s e d  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  
fires, E. M. S. a c t i v i t i e s ,  a n d  h a z a r d o u s  m a t e r i a l s  i n c i d e n t s ,  
s o  t h a t  the f i r e  s o r v i c c  c a n  b e t t e r  m a n a g e  t h e i r  o p e r a t i o n s .
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D i r e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t h e  f o r m  of t r a i n i n g  a n d
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  of p e r s o n n e l  at v a r i o u s  l e v e l s  of c o m p e t e n c e ,  
b o t h  at l o c a l  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  a n d  at r e g i o n a l  fir« t r a i n i n g  
c e n t e r s .

i n d i r e c t  a s s i s t a n c e  by the d e v e l o p m e n t  of s t a t e w i d e
p e r s o n n e l  p e r f o r m a n c e  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c u r r i c u l u m ,
a c c r e d i t a t i o n  of l o c a l  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r a m s ,  a n d  p r o v i s i o n  of 
g r a n t s  f o r  a p p r o v e d  l o c a l  a n d  r e g i o n a l  t r a i n i n g  p r o j e c t s .

A s s i s t a n c e  in the d e v e l o p m e n t  of p r o g r a m s  to e d u c a t e  the 
p u b l i c  in m e t h o d s  to p r o t e c t  t h e m s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  f i r e  a n d
o t h e r  d i s a s t e r s .

To put t h i s  all i n t o  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  t a k e  the c a s e  of Bethel. In 
the e a r l y  1 9 8 0 ' s we i d e n t i f i e d  B e t h e l  as h a v i n g  an e x t r e m e l y  
h i g h  f i r e  d e a t h  rate. C a u s e s  w e r e  i d e n t i f i e d  t h r o u g h  c a r e f u l  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n s .  T r e a t m e n t s  w e r e  d e v i s e d ,  t r a i n i n g  p r o v i d e d ,  and
p r o g r a m s  i m p l e m e n t e d .  T h e  r e s u l t s :  o n l y  2 f i r e  d e a t h s  s i n c e
1983, as c o m p a r e d  to 12 for 1 9 8 0 - 1 9 8 2 .  A c c u r a t e  c o l l e c t i o n  of
data, a c c e s s  to p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  r e s o u r c e s ,  e f f e c t i v e  t r a i n i n g
a n d  d e l i v e r y ,  w h i l e  a n  o v e r s i m p l i f i c a t i o n ,  c a u s e d  t h i s  d r a m a t i c  
t u r n a r o u n d  in Bethel.

V o l u n t e e r i s m  has h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  the b a c k b o n e  of the f i r e  
s e r v i c e .  A l a s k a  has s o m e  2 5 0  fi r e  d e p a r t m e n t s ,  of w h i c h  30 are
f u l l y  or p a r t l y  paid; the r e s t  a r e  s t c ^ f e d  b y  v o l u n t e e r s .  An
u n t o l d  a m o u n t  of t i m e  a n d  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  d o n a t e d  to p r o t e c t i n g
l o c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s  f r o m  f i r e  a n d  o t h e r  d i s a s t e r s ,  b o t h  n a t u r a l  
a n d  m a n - m a d e .  A T e w  h a v e  u n d e r t a k e n  the e f f o r t  to e n f o r c e  f i r e  
c o d e s  t h r o u g h  i n s p e c t i o n s  a n d  p l a n  r e v i e w s ,  to m a k e  a c c u r a t e  
d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  of the c a u s e s  of fires, a n d  to e d u c a t e  t h e i r  
c i t i z e n s  a b o u t  f i r e  s a f e  p r a c t i c e s .  Mo s t  h a v e  o n l y  the
r e s o u r c e s  to c o n c e n t r a t e  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on m a i n t a i n i n g  a we l l  
t r a i n e d  a n d  e q u i p p e d  c a d r e  of v o l u n t e e r s  to c o m b a t  the
i n e v i t a b l e - - a  c h e m i c a l  spill, a f i r e  of a n y  p r o p o r t i o n
( s t r u c t u r a l ,  w i l d l a n d ,  a i r c r a f t .  m a r i n e  or v e h i c u l a r ) ,  an E M S  
e m e r g e n c y .  A r e d u c t i o n  in the a s s i s t a n c e  n o w  p r o v i d e d  by the
d i v i s i o n  to l o c a l  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  w i l l  not r e s u l t  in t h e i r  
a s s u m i n g  t h o s e  duties. T h e  l o c a l  s i t u a t i o n  is d i r e c t l y  i m p a c t e d  
b y  the a s s i s t a n c e  p r o v i d e d  b y  the State.

T h e r e  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  21 d i f f e r e n t  S t a t e  a g e n c i e s  w h i c h  a d d r e s s  
f i r e  in s o m e  form, as w e l l  as m a n y  at the l o c a l  a n d  f e d e r a l  
l e vels. T h e  F i r e  C o m m i s s i o n  was e s t a b l i s h e d  to p r o v i d e  a focal 
p o i n t  f o r  a i l  t h e s e  f i r e  p r o g r a m s .  F u n d i n g  for the c o m m i s s i o n
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w i l l  a l l o w  it to d e v e l o p  a n d  i m p l e m e n t  a m a s t e r  p l a n  
e n c o m p a s s i n g  all f i r e  a g e n c i e s  in the state, d e v e l o p  p o l i c i e s  
a n d  e s t a b l i s h  d i r e c t i o n s  f o r  t h o s e  p r o g r a m s ,  c o r r e l a t e  a n d  
a n a l y z e  data, r e c o m m e n d  a c t i o n s  to i m p r o v e  the q u a l i t y  of f i r e  

p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  t e c h n i c a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  It is b e l i e v e d  
t h a t  s u c h  a s y s t e m  w i l l  r e s u l t  in not o n l y  a r e d u c t i o n  in f i r e  
lo s s e s ,  but a l s o  a r e d u c t i o n  in the r e s o u r c e s  c u r r e n t l y  b e i n g  
e x p e n d e d .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  of t h i s  bill.

C o m m i  ssi o n e r
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By MACHELE MARTIN . ; "
Staff Writer I

Local fire  departm ent officials Said Mon­
day arson-related fires don 't appear to be a 
problem  on the peninsula. ThLsrunS counter 
to a  s ta te  report that arson KSs doubled tnl 
o th e r  parts  of A laska/^  “ “
!' Ahd,'although local fite  officials said  there 
w asn 't an increase in th e  num ber of fire calls 
received this year as  com pared to 1985, they 
sa id  the num bers could ra ise  a s  the economy 
continues to dwindle. ! * ;  f  ’ »"jj. » { “ •. - '  

According to w ire service reports, a  study 
w as completed la te  this y ea r  by the sta te  
Division of F ire Prevention which concluded 
th a t 48 percent of s tru c tu re  fires rep o rted  ini 
1986 w ere started  by arsonists.-In  1985, about 
20 percent of the structu re  fires in  the sta te  
w ere determ ined to be arson-related, • ac­
cording to the a r t ic le . , •• .. i . . .

Kenai F ire  M arshall Don M organ reported 
seven possible arson fifes in 1985 for the City 
of Kenai. Although tha t num ber to d a te  has 
m ore than doubled a t  16, he sa id  the "m a jo r­
ity  of the suspicious fires w eren 't the result

_ S»a>ARSON, back p«go

Vfurujxn ocrwjuxo

cate D E C  3 0 1986
Peninsula Clarion 

Client No. -2LI5"

..Arson fires on rise in Alask
a t  s

Contlnuod(ronp*g«1
of profit,"  by reaping the benefits of an in­
surance policy. The m ajority  of suspicious 
fires w ere "m ore vandalism -related," he 
said.

M ichael Huckabay, fire prevention officer 
for Centra* Em ergency Services, reported 
only one suspicious fire  this y ea r  in the 
Soldotna area. Last y ea r only two or th ree 
possible arson-related fires occurred, he 
said.

M organ said he believed the problem of 
arson fires was seen m ore around the in te ri­
or of the sta te  because of economic woes. He 
said building owners in the interior a re  look­
ing for a  way to m ake ends m eet, their solu­
tion being a fire. People m ay torch their 
homes and then sell it to the insurance com ­
pany to avoid fu rther m ortgage paym ents, 
he added.

Peninsula residents don’t seem  to be a t 
tha t "desperate  s tage" in the declining 
economy, Huckabay said.

Huckabay said potential arsonists on the 
Kenai peninsula also could be discouraged 
by vigorous investigations of suspicious

fires. The investigations to determ ine 
• cause of a fire  " a re  so com plete it’s fi 
^easy" to spot foul play, he sa id . M o st: 
«“are  accidental o r m aintenance related, 
padded.
► "It'6  been a  safe fire y e a r ,"  Nikiski 
frChief A1 Willis said. Willis attributed  
fgood year to the school fire program s ar 
•rcom m unity residents “ being very  consc 
** of w hat the fire  areas a re ." 
f v Willis said  a  conviction hasn ’t been rr 

in the Nikiski a rea  since 1932. "T here’s 
not enough suspicion out th e re "  to be cor 
ling anyone, he said.

£ Statewide, the conviction ra te  is not 
^ re ss iv e . M uch of the evidence in suspo 
parson cases is circum stantial an d  does 
jhold up well in court. "F ire s  a re  after 
ifac t and it takes a  lot of background w 
-and  hard luck to get a good solid ca: 
?M organsaid.
_ An estim ated 500 fires statew ide were 
' tributed to arsonists in 1986, but only 3 ; 
r c’ent to 5 percent of the arsonists will eve 

to court.

QUALITY SERVICES

Date  D E C  3 D 19RB

Fairbanks Daily News 

Client No. 3 b

T R A V E L I N G  M U S I C — T h e  North Pole Fire Depart­
ment's decorated tanker cruised the city streets nightly 
for several wee k s  before Christmas. Firefighters hooked 
the strings of colored lights a n d  a loudspeaker systcmiup ) 
to a gas-powcred generator and played Christmas carols 
as they drove around town. ^  conmeO:/ifinKSc»fpha*r

Q U A L I T Y  SERVICES

D E C  2 9 1986Date

Sitka Sentinel 

CLient No. 2 L{<
Emergency Calls ■
A Sitka Volunteer Fire Depart­

ment ambulance rrcw transported a 
patient from the Pioneers Home to M l 
Edgecumbc Hospital at 8 xm . Friday.
A patient was transported from 1919 

Dodge Circle to Sitka Community 
Hospital late Friday morning.
A patient was transported from the 

Pioneers Home to Sitka Community 
Hospital at 2 p.m.
Still another patient from the Pion­

eers Home was transported to M l 
Edgecumbc Hospital at 3 p.m. Friday.
A patient was transported from Mt. 

Edgecumbc Hospital back to the Pion­
eers Home at 4:50 p.m. Friday.
A patient was transported from Ken 

Drown Apartments to M t. Edgecumbc 
Hospital at 6:46 xm . Saturday.
A crew in the department's fire boat 

was dispatched to Dig Gavanski Is­
land, near Middle Island, to search for 
two overdue hunters at 8 p.m. Sunday. 
The hunters later returned safely to 
Sitka, said the fue department and 
Coast Guard.
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raahy;.’.'ra5 40 -percent were 
found; 16 > be^arson-ielated last 
year j^ tong  Ysai3/wThii-/-yeari
hbdu^o-percen t ;of-.the .fires

—  T  .....

m ^ n r r ,  29  a a s —

Peninsula Clarion 
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M S

ANCHORAGE (A P) — last year, I/m g  said. This 
jThe percentage of building . ' year, about 80 percent of the

a ttrib u ted  to arson 
> than doubled statew ide' 

the sta te  Division 
3f F ire  Prevention reported, 

study completed late 
year concluded 48 per- 

the structu re  fires 
'reported  in 1986 were s ta rted  

a rso n is ts , sa id  Vern

u 1985, the arson rate has in- 
;•*’ '^creased an average of 200 
"* ^ r c c n t to 300 percent in 

• most areas of the borough. 
Meadow Lakes area. 

Wasilla, has
Uu 6 u v . (r - T , r i i7 • Pcrcctn t t0  500
mhtlcv'jincrease in '. arson \ f i r e t iVer go to court. Long saio. .^.percent increase. Long said.

y.\ w.w
e;Meado'./J-akcs area^just 

do'rtlirpfrWasilla,- has -seen»»'a

■ *«no. ^Jurt. cSome-^O

tOibcAhe work of arsonists.!r

Some 30 fires in the a rea  
during die past two years 
were suspected to be the 
work of arsonists.

"W e think one or a group 
of persons is causing the 
havoc," Long said.

Of som e 150 fires in ­
vestigated in Fairuanks, as 
m any as  40 percent w ere 
found to be arson-related

fires w ere believed to have 
been set, he said.

Anchorage F ire  Chief Ross 
Fosberg said  Anchorage has 
registered no noticeable in­
crease in arson-related fires, 
and has posted a decline in 
fire -re la te d  in ju r ie s  and 
deaths.

While fires of all kinds 
caused S12 million in proper­
ty dam age in 1985, that fig­
ure. fell to $8 million this 
year, Fosberg said.

He attribu ted  the positive 
trends to good fortune, fire 
prevention education pro­

gram s and vigorous pro­
secution of arsonists. Of 18 
people charged with arson In 
the city, 17 w ere convicted 
this year, Fosberg said.

Statewide, the conviction 
ra te  is not im pressive, Loug 
said. Much of the evidence in 
suspected arson cases is c ir­
cum stantial and docs not 
hold up well in court. An

estim ated 500 fires statew ide 
were attribu ted  to arsonists 
In 1986, but only 3 percent to 
5 percent of the arsonists will 
ever go to court, Long said.
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ALASKA CAMPAIGN

A p r i l  3 0 ,  1 9 E 7

H o n o r a b l e  F r a n  U l m e r  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r ,

I ' m  s u r e  t h a t  I ' m  n o t  t e l l i n g  y o u  a n y t h i n g  t h a t  

y o u  a r e  n o t  a l r e a d y  a w a r e  o f  w h e n  I te l l  y o u  of 

A l a s k a ' s  c u r r e n t  s t a t u s  a s  " n u m b e r  o n e  in f i r e  

f a t a l i t i e s  in t h e  i n d u s t r i a l i z e d  w o r l d " .  B u t  let

m e  p u t  in in a d l f e r r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  i m a g i n e ,  if

y o u  w i l l  a  w a r n i n g  p r i n t e d  o n  t h e  b o t t o m  o f  A l a s k a  

t r a v e l  b r o c h u r e s  a s  f o l l o w s :

W A R N I N G :  T h e  U . S .  F i r e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  d e t e r ­

m i n e d  t h a t  y o u r  c h a n c e s  o f  d y i n g  in a 

f i r e  in A l a s k a  a r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  a n y w h e r e  
e l s e  in t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

! ! ! S L E E P  W I T H  E X T R E M E  C A U T I O N ! ! !

Chlel Ron Coleman
Fullerton Fire Departmoni
John George, Olrector 

Alaska Division ol Insuranco
Ralph Mingo 

Governor's Safety 4 Health Conference
U.S. Congressman David Dreler

33rd District. California
Chlel Robert T. Edwaros

Scottsdale, Aurora
Marty Ingels
Entertainer
Sam Neal 

Alaska Slate Fire Marsnal
U.S. Congressman Don Young 

Alaska District -
Chlel Ross Fosberg

Anchorage Fire Department
Shirley Jones 
Entertainer
Gene Kelly
Entertainer

8111 Weaver C.F.P.S.
Frank 0 Hall 4 Co. ol Alaska

James F. McMullen
California Slate Fuo Marshall

Ron Ormlns
Alaska Association ol Public Firo Educalors

Scon Sullivan 
Providonco Hospital Thermal Unit

Chlel Roy Parrish
Claik County. Nevada Fire Department

William Patterson 
F6 M A USFA

S o u n d s  r i d i c u l o u s  d o e s n ' t  i t ?  H o w e v e r , w h i 1e I 

d o n ' t  a d v o c a t e  p r i n t i n g  s u c h  a s t a t e m e n t  w h e n  w e  

a d v e r t i s e  A l a s k a ' s  m a n y  w o n d e r s ,  t h e  t r u t h  o f  t h e  
s t a t e m e n t  s t i l l  r e m a i n s .

W e  h a v e  t h e  t e c h n o l o g y  a v a i l a b l e  t o d a y  to 

v i r t u a l l y  e l i m i n a t e  A l a s k a ' s  f i r e  f a t a l i t y  r a t e .  

O u r  C o a l i t i o n  is w o r k i n g  v e r y  h a r d  in t h a t  

d i r e c t i o n .  T h e  C o a l i t i o n ,  h o w e v e r ,  c a n  n o t  d o  it 
a l o n e .  W e  h a v e  d e p e n d e d  h e a v i l y  o n  t h e  s u p p o r t  o f  
t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l  d u r i n g  o u r  e f f o r t s .  
A n d  w h e n  I s a y  s u p p o r t ,  t h e  r e c o r d s  w i l l  s h o w  t h a t  

I d o n ' t  m e a n  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e .  T h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  

F i r e  S u p p r e s s i o n  h a s  b e e n  a n  i n v a l u a b l e  r e s o u r c e  

f o r  a d v i c e ,  d a t a ,  m o r a l  s u p p o r t ,  a n d  t e c h n i c a l  

a s s i s t a n c e  in o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  h e l p  s o l v e  A l a s k a ' s  

s i g n i f i c a n t  f i r e  p r o b l e m .  It h a s  b e e n  

d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o  w a t c h  t h e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h a t  

D i v i s i o n  w h i l e  A l a s k a  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b u r n  i t s  

c i t i z e n s  a t  a r a t e  h i g h e r  t h a n  a n y w h e r e  e l s e  in 
t h e  I n d u s t r i a l i z e d  w o r l d .

Oevld McDowell 
Aletkan Homebuilder



H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0 ,  w h i c h  is c u r r e n t l y  m a k i n g  I t s  

r o u n d s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  is c e r t a i n l y  a 

s t e p  In t h e  r i g h t  d i r e c t i o n .  In t h i s  e r a  of 

" m e g e t r e n d s "  a n d  " s e a r c h e s  f o r  e x c e l l e n c e " ,  a b i l l  

l i k e  t h i s  h a s  g r e a t  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  c r e a t i n q  a 

" w i n - w i n "  s i t u a t i o n  f o r  all i n v o l v e d .  P l e a s e  
s u p p o r t ' t h i s  b i l l .

Si n c e r e 1y ,

R a l p h  E. C r a n e  

E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r

1 9 8 6  A l a s k a n  F i r e f i g h t e r  o f  t h e  Y e a r



ALASKA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 34324 

Juneau, Alaska 99803-4324

M a r c h  2 5 ,  1 9 8 7

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r a n  U l m e r  

F i f t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  M a d a m :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  F i r e  S e r v i c e  b y  s u b m i t t i n g  o u r  B i l l  
i n t o  l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ,  F i r e  S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g ,  a n d  t h e  F i f e  C o m m i s s i o n  d c  

s u p p l y  a  n e e d e d  s e r v i c e  t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y .

L a s t  y e a r  S B - 3 7 6  w a s  s u p p o s e d  t o  e q u a l i z e  t h e  t a x  r a t e  b e t w e e n  

f o r e i g n  a n d  d o m e s t i c  i n s u r e r s .  T h e  s t a t u t e  d i d  r e a d  3 %  t a x  f o r  f o r e i g n  

a n d  1 . 5 %  f o r  d o m e s t i c .  - W i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S B - 3 7 6  i t  e q u a l e d  2 . 7 %  f o r  

b o t h .  A p p a r e n t l y ,  w h a t  w a s  n o t  n o t i c e d  i s  t h a t  9 2 %  o f  t h e  i n d u s t r y  i s  

f o r e i g n  i n s u r e r s . .  T h a t  m e a n s  o v e r  9 0 %  o f  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  b u s i n e s s  d o n e  h a d  

a  d e c r e a s e  i n  t h e  t a x  l e v i e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e .  W e  f i n d  t h a t  b y  a d d i n g  t h e  

. 3 %  b a c k ,  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  w i l l '  b e  p a y i n g  w h a t  t h e y ' v e  b e e n  p a y i n g  

a l l  a l o n g .  T h e  S t a t e  c a n  c o l l e c t  o v e r  t w o  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s .

I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e  F i r e  S e r v i c e . *'•* E a c h  t i m e  o u r  

e n v i r o n m e n t  i s  m a d e  s a f e r  t h r o u g h -  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  p l a n  r e v i e w s ,  t r a i n i n g  

f i r e f i g h t e r s ,  and. e d u c a t i n g  t h e  p u b l i c , . - t h e  i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y  r i s k  

d e c r e a s e s .  T h i s  c o n v e r t s  t o  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  i n  s a v i n g s  t o  t h e  
i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s .

M o r e  t h a n  t w e n t y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a r e  u s i n g  f u n d s ,  c o l l e c t e d  f r o m  t h e  

i n s u r a n c e  i n d u s t r y ,  f o r  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n - a n d .  t r a i n i n g .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  

i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s  h a v e  a c t u a l l y ^  s t a r t e d ^ t h e i r  o w n  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t s  t o  
p r o t e c t  t h e i r  i n s u r e r s .

J u d y  K n i g h t  i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  y o u  m a y  n e e d  s o m e  s t a t i s t i c s .  I h a v e  

e n c l o s e d  s o m e  s t a t i s t i c s  w h i c h  m a y  h e l p .  I f  y o u  n e e d  m o r e ,  l e t  B o b  H a a g  
o r  m e  k n o w .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

--

G a y l e n  E. Br e v :  

P r e s i d e n t

A L A S K A  S T A T E  F I R E F I G H T E R S '  A S S O C .

G E B : d j o  

e n c l o s u r e s



A S F ^
GASTINEAU CHAPTER ALASKA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 187 •UNEAU. ALASKA 99802

A p r i l  1 6, 1 9 8 7

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P o u c h  V

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1  

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  U l m e r :

T h e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  w i l l  b e  r e v i e w i n g  HE23.0. T h i s  B i l l  i s  

i n t e n d e d  t o  a s s i s t  i n  t h e  f u n d i n g  of t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l ' s  O f f i c e .  I 

d o n ' t  k n o w  i f  y o u  c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  o f f i c e  t o  t h e  

f i r e f i g h t e r s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .

T h i s  B i l l  w i l l  h e l p  i n s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  t r a i n i n g  o f  f i r e f i g h t e r s ,  b o t h  

p a i d  a n d  v o l u n t e e r  i n  t h e  a r e a s  o f  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n ,  b u i l d i n g  i n s p e c t i o n ,  

p u b l i c  f i r e  e d u c a t i o n ,  F i r e  S e r v i c e  T r a i n i n g ,  a n d  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  f i r e s

a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  t o  b e t t e r  e v a l u a t e  c a u s e s  a n d  t o  w o r k  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h o s e

w e  c a n .

A l a s k a  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  f i r e  d e a t h s  p e r  c a p i t a  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  

A s  a v o l u n t e e r  f i r e f i g h t e r ,  I n e e d  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  B i l l  t o  s t o p  

f i r e s  f r o m  t a k i n g  o u r  f a m i l i e s ,  f r i e n d s ,  a n d  p r o p e r t y .

I t  w o u l d  b e  d i s a s t r o u s  t o  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  t h i s  s t a t e  s h o u l d  t h i s  

o f f i c e  b e  u n d e r  f u n d e d .

I u r g e  y o u  t o  v o t e  f o r  H B 2 3 0 .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e

A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s .

S i n c e r e l y

G A S T I N E A U  C H A P T E R

A L A S K A  S T A T E  F I R E F I G H T E R S '  A S S O C

M i k e  T a g a b a n  

P r e s i d e n t

M T : d j o



.RECEIVED jah 1 9 1987
Di?

A L A S K A  F I R E  C H I E F ' S  A S S O C I A T I O N
POST OFFICE BOX 3C4 . CORDOVA. ALASKA 9957-» • TEI (907)4:4.%7J

January 22, 1997

The Honorable Bill Nix 
Commissioner
Department of Public Safety 
P. 0 . Sox N 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Commissioner Nix:

As President of the Alaska Fire Chief's Association, | feel compelled to 

write to you and tell you h o w  angered 1 a m  Zy the proposal of another 
20%  budget cut in Fire Prevention/Fire Training for FY/fiB. C c ^ o c j r c e c  
with this year's iOH cut, our State fire agencies will tc ••.crying u  j 
pre-1972 level.

In FY/66 they had 21 employees, in F y /88 that would te reduce:* to 15: 
that is a JOTS cut in personnel. Are you prepared to lay o ff JCM of 
other Public Safety Divisions? Possibly 250 people? I dcuct it; it's tco 
easy to abuse "the little guy". Apparently you hove chosen to cisrcgarc 
the direction of the Governor's Public Safety Transition T e a m  Jcmmlttee 
who, after days of in-depth study, declared that the Fire Marsnal '$ 
office could not survive any further cuts.

with this cut, all inspection of existing structures will cease. C o  w c  

need to nave a hundred people die in s e m e  hotel fire to wake you people 
uo? Fire protection, to be effective must be a proactive service. It 
cannot afford to be a totally reactionary service similar to law enforce­
ment. M y  God, there is a body count for every code on the boo**. O n e  
fire marshal doing a plan review or inspection can save mere lives 
tnan anyone else you have worklrg for you.

A n d  the Fire Service Training Program is in a worse predicament, fnere 
are roughly 4CC0 firefighters m  this state, and three people in the State 
Fire Service Training Program. A n d  w e  might lose one of them. Alt tryjje 
fire training programs that w e  nave aU been working on for years are d o w n  

the tubes. It took years of effort to get 5 regional tralni/g centers built 
for over $7 million. They will te empty buildings with ;nese Cuts.

Firefighting is the most cangercus occupation In this country; an<j you will 
reduce the training program to the status of a resource library.



Letter to Comm issioner N ix 
January 22, 1987 
Page 2

tne certified Firefighter I chjrse which w e  worked years in rstablisnirg is 

to be crcoced. 1 soent a year writing the Senior Fire Officer's Course, 
cn m y  o w n  time, and arranged for the first grant to cut it cn line. :-is 
was cut. What the hell cid I sc eng m y  time for?

w e  in the Alaska Fire Chief's Association arc Alaska Firefighter's Association, 
nave scent cur o w n  m e r e /  ana time to war* with CUP. c w n  State Agency to 

bull the fire service into m e  twentieth century only to nave s o m e  '3is.’**ter?t:ec 
bureaucrat meat a*" it to cearn.

i am just as aware as anyone else that state reve *ues are snort. 5ut, m e 
two fire associations arc m e D iv is ion o' F j*e ^reven ticn/F ire  Training r u e  
already outlined several m ines that ccuto re  cere to cut ccme.%  through 
ccnsc lida ticn  and reorganiraticn.

're fire service can co m e r e  v " h  less m a n  any grcuo ycu -rew. unfcrtsmatci 
m a t  is what we've been doing fur years. Curing m e  cicelire /ears. Fire 
Prevention clc not grow arc cuiid it's em-.re like c m c r  agencies. rney ;us: tccn 
their m o n e y  ard ouietly d a  their ices arc creviced m e  service. Trey rave no 
fat to trim, ana it is ycur rescors-siiity to recognise that.

’ Ouess it is true, n ice  guys ©: fin ish last.

D e w e y  w h c tse ll 
P re i i cen t  

cc: Peter Jeans (Governor's OffJcei 
J im  Samcson (C c n * n iij ic r * r  of Laser, Cha irm an Pub lic Safety Transition “earn) 
Pat W ellington (Comm itte* m ender P u n ic  Safely Transition Team) 
C M e f O u r lM  L u n c fe id  tC c m m li'.e e  m er j*?  P u o llc  S a fe ty  T ran s it io n  Team ) 
G a y le n  B re v lk  (P re s id e n t , A j t  - a  S ta te  F ir e f ig h te r s  a s s c c .J  
M em bers o f m ous* o f f t e s r t s e n t e t l . t i  
Members  A |* s k a  Senate



S t a t e  o r  A i .ani<a

WRCKNUHVt ’Z P ’f  PO Bo. V
KUNllMCR " f ; - - y  M H fAU  ALASKA 99811

tin. *r. ur K n 'M t « r> T « T M c  (907)405-4047

M E M O R A N D U M

J a n u a r y  2 v ,  1 9 8 3  

T O :  S e n a t o r  T i n  K e l l y ,  C h a i r
S e i.. ,* o  L a b o r  an«h n c e r i

# \f*
F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F s a p l L ’ l a c r

S U B J E C T :  H o u s o  B i l l  2 3 0  /

C o m e r  r e  C o m i t t c e

1  v o u  d  a i n c c r o l v  a p p r e c i a t e  i f  v o u  w o u l d  h o l d  a  h e a r  i n s  o n  
H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0 .

A s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  r e s o l u t i o n  i r o n  t h e  A l a s k a  F i r e  
C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  a  f u n d i n g  n c c h a n i s a  f o r  t h e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  C o m i s s i o n .  T h i s  C o m i s s i  #n p l a y s  a  
s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  f i r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
A l a s k a .  T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  t h e  f u n d s  f o r  t h i s  C o m l s s l o n  b e

fe n u r a t o d  f r o n  a  u s e r  f e e .  w h i c h  c a n  b e  s h a r e d  e q u a l l y  a m o n g  t h e  
n s u r e r s  a n d  i n j u r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  i s  a  v e r y  

i n e x p e n s i v e  w a y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  n e c e s s a r y  c l e m e n t  o f  s a f e t y  f o r  
o u r  c l t i r o n s .  A n  e f f e c t i v e  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r ^ a  i n  A l a s k a  
c e r t a i n l y  h a s  t h e  l o n g - t e r m  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e d u c i n g  c o n s u m e r  
c o s t s .

S o r e  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  r a i s e d  a t  t h e  h e a r i n g  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0  
l a s t  s o s s l o n  r e g a r d i n g  a  p r i o r  c o n s e n t  d e c r e e  n e g o t i a t e d  b e t w e e n  
s e v e r a l  i n s u r e r s  a n d  t n e  S t a t o  o f  A l a s k a .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  i n t e r i m  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  
H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0  a n d  t h a t  a g r e e m e n t .

1  w o u l d  b e  p l e a s e d  t o  a e e t  w i t h  y o u  a t  a n y  t i a e  t h a t  i s  
c o n v e n i e n t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  b i l l  f u r t h e * *  a n d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a t i o n  w h i c h  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  b e t o r e  s c h e d u l i n g  a  
h e a r i n g .

J l y s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  p r o v i d i n g  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e s  t o  o u r  c l t U e n s .



S t a t e  ok A l a h k a

nEPncsCNTATrvE
F R A N U tM C P

M m  «»t n r  W r.fM i. r . N T \ t i v m

P O  B o . V  

JUNEAU. ALASKA 9 9 6 1 1  

|9 0 7 |  4 6 5 4 9 4 7

M E M O R A N D U M

J a n u a r y  2 6 ,  1 9 8 8

T O :  S e n a t o r  T i n  K e l l y ,  C h a i r
S e n a t e  L a b o r  a  n t h  C o n r o e  r s e  C o m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r
t i

S U B J E C T :  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0  /

t i y j y i m e r

\

I  w o u l d  s i n c e r e l y  a p p r e c i a t e  i f  y o u  w u u l d  h o l d  a  h e a r i n g  o n  
H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0 .

A n  e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  a t t a c h e d  r e s o l u t i o n  f r o n  t h e  A l a s k a  F i r e  
C h i e f s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  a  f u n d i n g  m e c h a n i s m  f o r  t h e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e  C o o n i s s i o n .  T h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  p l a y s  a
s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  p r e v e n t i o n  o f  f i r e s  t h r o u g h o u t  
A l a s k a .  T h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  h a v e  t h e  f u n d s  f o r  t h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  b e  
g e n e r a t e d  f r o m  a  » : s e r  f e e ,  w h i c h  c a n  b e  s h a r e d  e q u a l l y  a m o n g  t h e  
i n s u r e r s  a n d  i n s u r e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  t h r o u g h o u t  A l a s k a ,  i s  a  v e r y  
i n e x p e n s i v e  w a y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a  n e c e s s a r y  c l e m e n t  o f  s a f e t y  f o r  
o u r  c i t i z e n s .  A n  e f f e c t i v e  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  p r o g r a m  i n  A l a s k a
c e r t a i n l y  h a s  t h e  l o n g - t e r n  p o t e n t i a l  f o r  r e d u c i n g  c o n s u m e r
c o s t s .

S o m e  q u e s t i o n s  w e r e  r a i s e d  a t  C h e  h e a r i n g  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0  
l a s t  s e s s i o n  r e g a r d i n g  a  p r i o r  c o n s e n t  d e c r e e  n e g o t i a t e d  b e t w e e n  
s e v e r a l  i n s u r e r s  a n d  t n c  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  I t  h a s  b e e n  
e s t a b l i s h e d  d u r i n g  i n t e r i m  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  
H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0  a n d  t h a t  a g r e e m e n t .

I  w o u l d  h e  p l e a s e d  t o  m e e t  w i t h  y o u  a t  a n y  t i m e  t h a t  i n  
c o n v e n i e n t  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  b i l l  f u r t h e r  a n d  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  
i n f o r m a l  i o n  w h i c h  y o u  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e c e i v e  b e f o r e  s c h e d u l i n g  a  
h e a r i n g .

M y  s i n c e r e  a p p r e c i a t i o n  f o r  y o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  a n d  a s s i s t a n c e  
i n  p r o v i d i n g  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  s e r v i c e *  t o  o u r  c i t i z e n s .
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CUSHUAN ST  
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T h e  H o n .  T i m  K e l l y  
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P . e :  H o u i c  B i l l  2 3 0

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a n  U l m e r  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  I  w r i t e  t o  
y o u  t o  b r i e r l y  e x p l a i n  t h e  a g r e e m e n t  r e a c h e d  i n  t h e  p r e m i u m  t a x  
l i t i g a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  s e t t l e d  l a r t  s u m m e r .  S p e c i f i c a l l y ,  T h a v e  
b e e n  a s k e d  w h e t h e r  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  s h o u l d  h a v e  a n y  
e f f e c t  o n  t h e  p r o p o s a l o  c o n t a i n e d  I n  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0 .  B e c a u s e  t h e  
t e r m s  o f  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t  a g r e e m e n t  a r c  c o n f i d e n t i a l  b y  a g r e e m e n t  
o f  t h e  p a r t i e s ,  I  h a v e  d e s i g n a t e d  t h i s  l e t t e r  t o  b e  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
a t t o r n e y - c l l e n t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n .

P l e a s e  b e  a d v i s e d  t h a t  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  H ' m s c  B i l l  
2 3 0  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  a f f e c t e d  i n  a n y  w a y  b y  t h e  s e t t l e m e n t .  B y  t h e  
e x p r e s s  t e r m s  o f  t h e  a g r e e m e n t ,  i t  i n v o l v e d  o n l y  a  s e t t l e m e n t  o f  
d i s p u t e d  t a x e s  f o r  t a x  y e a r s  1 9 7 4  t h r o u g h  1 9 8 5 .  B e c a u s e  t h e  
L e g i s l a t u r e  l a s t  s e s s i o n  c o r r e c t e d  t h e  s t a t u t e s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  l a w ,  t h e r e  w a s  n o  
d i s c u s s i o n  b y  t h e  p a r t i e s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t a x  
y e a r s  a f t e r  1 9 8 5 .  I n  f a c t ,  t h e  s t a t e  m a d e  i t  v e r y  c l e a r  t h a t  t a x  
r a t e s ,  s u c h  a s  i n  H o u s e  P i l l  2 3 0 ,  I s  t h e  p r o v i n c e  o f  t h e  
l e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  c a n n o t  h e  r e s t r i c t e d .

I  w o u l d  h e  h a p p y  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  n a t t e r  f u r t h e r ,  s h o u l d  
y o u  h a v e  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  q u e s t i o n s .

F ^ n c e r e l y ,

G R A C E  B K K G  S C H A I P L E  
A C T I N G  A T T O R N I ^ D l ^ E R A L

J V P i l b

B y :  B « * h
/ A s / I s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l

c c i  T h e  H o n .  F*«tn U l m e r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e



International Conference of Building Officials
Alaska Southeast Chapter

POSITION PAPER 
C3HB-230

Our n e a b c r o h ip  au p p o r to  t h i s  b i l l  and a l l  e f f o r t s  t o  fund th e  Alaska  S t a t e  
F i r e  C o c a io e io n .  While t h i s  C o ra i c io n  vac e s t a b l i s h e d  two y e a r s  ago ,  i t  has 
n o t  y e t  been funded .

The E o d e o t  i n c r e a s e  in  in s u r a n c e  p r e o i u a  t a x  ( . 3 * )  cou ld  p ro v id e  t h i s  
iu n d ln g  and i s  on e q u i t a b l e  approach  t o  enhanc ing  g e n e r a l  fund revenues  in  
A la ska .

We s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  vork  o f  t h e  S t a t e  F i r e  M a r s h a l l ' s  O f f i c e  in  the  
f i e l d o  o f  f i r e  and a r s o n  p r e v e n t i o n ,  s a f e t y ,  t r a i n i n g  and code e n f o r c e a e n t .

I t  i s  t i s e  we c o e r i t  o u r  r e s o u r c e s  and t a l e n t s  t o  h e l p i n g  reduce  t h e  lo s e  of  
l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  w i t h i n  t h e  S t a t e  f r c a  t h e  ravage s  of  f i r e .

We u r g e  you t o  s u p p o r t  t h i s  b i l l  and h e l p  t n e  d e d i c a t e d  oeafcers o f  th e  f i r e  
o e r v i c o  t o  p r o t e c t  a l l  ou r  p e o p l e .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

S tephen  0 .  Shows 
P r e s i d e n t

P 9 B o x  2 1 1 4 1 1  A u k *  Q « y ,  A K .  9 9 8 2 1



ALASKA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 34324 

Juneau, Alaska 99803-4324

February 25, 1988

The Honorable T. Kelly 
15th Ak. State Legislature
P. 0. Box V -r' "n" —
Juneau, Alaska 99811 \ ------------------

Dear Senator Kelly: \ ' / j
The Alaska Fire Service is seeking your help. Please pass 

CSHB-230. We believe the citizens of Alaska will realize a dramatic 
increase in fire safety.

The insurance companies pay a premium tax for doing business in this 
state. CSHB-230 asks for a portion (10%) of the total tax collected.

TVenty-onc other states use similar methods of funding for their 
Fire Service; some nince the late lOOOa. Alaska has never utilized this 
resource.

\  ^ ,  \ j    . I I
Attached is a Fact Sheet on CSHB-230. If you have any questions or 

concerns, please fcontact me at 5 8 6 - S M 5  or 709-7554 or Bill Shechter, 
President of the Alaska Fire Chiefs **aociation, 656 7th Avenue, 
Fairbanks, Ak. 99701. Mr. Shechter can b<j reached by phone at 452-1527.

The highest priority of the Fire Service is funding for the Fire 
Commission. Hie passage of thio Bill will ensure that funding and will 
enhance fire safety for the public. — —

Respectfully,

ALASKA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOC.

Gaylcn E. Brcvik 
President

G E B l d j o
attachment
c: Governor Stove Cowpor

Lt. Gov. Stophon McAlphino
Caron Robinson, Special Assistant to tho Govornor 
Roprosontative Fran Ulmer



ALASKA STATE FIREFIGHTERS ASSOCIATION
P.O. Box 34324 

Juneau, Alaska 99803-4324

F A C T  S H E E T  

CSHB-230

W i l l  C S H B - 2 3 0  d e d i c a t e  f u n d s ?

N o !  T h e  B i l l ' s  i n t e n t  i s  t o  p u t  t h e  f u n d s  c o l l e c t e d  i n t o  t h e  

G e n e r a l  F u n d .  T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  w i l l  a c c o u n t  

s e p a r a t e l y  f o r  1 0 %  o f  t h e  t o t a l  a m o u i t  c o l l e c t e d .  T h e  

L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  f u l l  c o n t r o l  o f  w h e r e  t h e  m o n e y  g o e s .

W h y  n o t  a s k  f o r  a s p e c i a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n ?

L a s t  y e a r  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a s k e d  f o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d s  o f  

g e n e r a t i n g  r e v e n u e .  T h i s  i s  a n  e x c e l l e n t  w a y  t o  g e n e r a t e  u p  t o  

2 . 5  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  p e r  y e a r .  T h i s  i s  n o t  a o n e  t i m e  f e e .  I t  
i s  l o n g  t e r m  p l a n n i n g .

W h y  s h o u l d  w e  i n c r e a s e  t h e  t a x  t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ?

T h e  B i l l  r e a l l y  d o e s n ' t .  U n t i l  J a n u a r y  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  

c o m p a n i e s  d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  A l a s k a  b u t  b a s e d  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  

p a i d  3%. T h a t  is w h e n  a r e d u c t i o n  i n  t a x  b e c a m e  s t a t u t o r y  a t  

2 . 7  . O v e r  9 0 %  o f  a l l  i n s u r a n c e  b u s i n e s s  d o n e  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  i s  

d o n e  b y  c o m p a n i e s  b a s e d  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e .

H o w  m u c h  w i l l  m y  i n s u r a n c e  c o s t s  i n c r e a s e ?

If y o u r  p o l i c y  c o s t s  $ 4 0 0  p e r  y e a r  a n d  t h e  t a x  is 3'v. i n s t e a d  of 

2 . 7 - ,  t h e  a d j u s t e d  a m o u n t  s h o u l d  b o  $ 1 . 2 0 .

W h a t  i s  t h e  b e n e f i t  t o  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ?

The i nsurance compan ies will pay less in claims because of 
increased efficiency in lire protection. T h e r c £ o r e r the money 
paid to the state is basically a user fee.

H a v e  o t h e r  s t a t e s  d o n e  t h i s ?

Y e s !  I V e n t y - o n o  o t h e r  s t a t e s  u s e  m o n e y  c o l l e c t e d  a s  a p r e m i u m  

t a x  f o r  t h e i r  F i r e  S e r v i c e .  F u n d s  a r e  u s e d  f o r  m a n p o w e r ,  

t r a i n i n g ,  i n s p e c t i o n s ,  e q u i p m e n t ,  a n d  e v e n  p e n s i o n  plan-..



S t a t i c  o f  A l a s k a

REPRESENTATIVE _ .  P 0  Box X ______
cqam  ULMFR JUNIAU, ALASKA 99811

(9 0 7 1 465-4947I ln l ' s K

M E M O R A N D U M

M a y  12, 1 9 8 7

T O :  S e n a t o r  T i m  Kelly,.. C h a i r

S e n a t e  L a b o r  a n d ' ' C o m m e r c e  C o m m i t t e e

| w  / ( y
F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  F r a ^ U i l m e r

S U B J E C T :  H B  2 3 0

M y  p r i m a r y  p u r p o s e  i n  i n t r o d u c i n g  H o u s e  B i l l  2 3 0 ,  " A n  A c t  

r e l a t i n g  t o  p r e m i u m  t a x  o n  c e r t a i n  i n s u r e r s " ,  w a s  t o  c r e a t e  a n  

a l t e r n a t i v e  s o u r c e  o f  r e v e n u e  f o r  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  f i r e  s a f e t y  
p r o g r a m s  w i t h i n  o u r  s t a t e .  I a m  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  

i n  A l a s k a  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  r e a s o n s :

* * A l a s k a  l e a d s  t h e  N a t i o n  i n  d e a t h s  b y  f i r e .  I n  1 9 8 5 ,  t h e r e  

w e r e  2 9  d e a t h s .  O f  t h e  2 9  w h o  d i e d ,  2 7  w e r e  i n  t h e i r  h o m e s .

* * O f  t h e s e  2 9  d e a t h s ,  1 0  c h i l d r e n  u n d e r  t h e  a g e  o f  9 w e r e  
a m o n g  t h e  v i c t i m s .

* * P r o p e r t y  l o s s e s  i n  1 9 8 5  t o t a l l e d  a l m o s t  $ 4 0  m i l l i o n .

* * T h e  U . S .  F i r e  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  y o u r  

c h a n c e s  o f  d y i n g  i n  a  f i r e  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  g r e a t e r  t h a n  

a n y w h e r e  e l s e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

o r  K k i ’ k k s k s t a t i v e s

I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  a  h e a r i n g  f o r  

H B  2 3 0  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .  T h a n k  y o u .



P.O. Box 34324 
Juneau, Alaska 99803-4324

M a y  13, 1987

The Honorable Tim Kelly
Senator, 15th A l a s k a  State Legis l a t u r e
Pouch V
Juneau, A laska 99811 

Dear Sir:

The A l a s k a  State Firefighters' A s s o c i a t i o n  supports House Bill 230 
because of its v al ue to the fire service as wel l as to the citiz ens of 
our state. The m e a s u r e  could p r o v i d e  a source of revenue to adequa t e l y  
fund the D ivis i o n  of Fire P reven t i o n  and the Fire Commission.

\ \ / /
In the state of Alaska, m o s t  fire departments are volunteers. W e

are proud of the e f f e cti veness of these individuals. However, an 
innerent p r o b l e m  exists. The normal length of time a v o l u nt eer 
firefighter stays with the fire service is two to three years. This 
m eans we have to c on stantly train a n d  retrain. To be effecti ve in saving 
lives, instructors have got to have g o o d  programs.

I  I «. i  - y  v I i
To q u alify to operate the e q u i p m e n t  and train to suppress fire 

effectively, w e  need this l egislatio n to fund the Fire Preven t i o n  
Division. The budget cuts in Fire Preven t i o n  have been far reaching and 
effect both di rect and indirect p r o g r a m s  throughout the state.

| : /  ,  y )  f
Arson is on the increase because of the econo m i c  times. Some of the 

direct programs the Fire M a r s h a l  will establish are a toll free arson 
hotline and arson p reven t i o n  and enfor c e m e n t  programs. Other programs 
include public safety education, investigations, inspections, Code 
enforcement, and training for f i refighter s and fire officers all over the 
state. These services must be improved and enhanced. This can be done 
efficiently and e ffectively w i t h  this legislation.

The cost of fire preve n t i o n  is still less than the cost to the state 
for a disastrous fire, in terms of f i refig hting efforts, lost taxes, and 
the impact on the economy. Last year, over' $26,806,324 was lost due to 
fire in our state. There w e r e  over 3,474 fires. Sevent y one p eople were 
injured d u ring  fires and thirteen people died. W o r k i n g  together and 
providing the fire preven t i o n  programs, w e  can lower these statistics. 
Please pass this Bill.

Thank you.

Respectfully,

A L ASK A STATE FIREFIGHTERS' ASSOC.

G a y l e n  E. Brevik 
GEB:djo President
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Box 
55109 

N. Pole 
Alaska 

99705

f j O R T H  P O i c

Serving

You

907-488-2232

d e p a r t w \ £ ^

10 March 1988

Senator T im Kelly, Chairperson 

Labor and Commerce Committee 

P O  Box V

Juneau, Ak. 99811 

Dear Senator Kelly:

Having attended your recent committee hearing on CS H B  230 for a  premium tax 

o n  certain insurers, I sensed an apparent misunderstanding or lack of 

understanding for the State's fire protection system. This is quite 

understandable and I commend you for your desire to become mo r e  educated to 

the matter by reviewing the Task Force Report on Fi r e  Prevention and Control 

as well as other related legislation.

Please bear in mind during this educational r eview that what the fire service 

is after with CSHB 230 is a  much bigger and broader solution to the fire 

problem then a  single purchase or piece of legislation. Such quick cures are 

n o  longer effective for the most part. Neither is i,t appropriate to pass on 

to the State Fire Marshal the responsibilities of a Fire C o m m i s s i o n . .The two 

agencies are distinct from ea c h  other in design and purpose.

I commend you for your willingness to further address this critical issue. I 

a l s o  guarantee that the 200 years of dedicated public service by fire 

personnel will gu i d e  and guard the effectiveness of the Fire Commission for 
the betterment of Alaska's fire protection.

Respectfully,

Thomas W. Monk, Chief



at
N . 1 • • «•'r iji n P it mi u:u Tax foi l ire Marshall ; Fire Re la it

Fi re
P&C Marshal 1 Add i t i ona1 F i re

State Ta x Tax Related Tax

AK 2.70 None
AZ 1.70 0.20 4
FL 2.00 0.63 4
GA 2.25 None ■j max of 2.50 by county
IL 2.00 1.00 | 4 2.00 for Fire Department
IN 2.00 0.50 incl
KS 2.00 1.25 4 4 2.00 Firefighters Relief
KY 2.00 0.75 4
LA 1.B5 1.25 1 4 2.25 Fir? Dept &. Training
ME 2.00 0.75 i
MN 2.00 2.00 ^  ̂ 2.00 Firr.nons Relief Fund
MS 3.00 0.50 4
MT 2.75 0.75 4  ̂ 1.25 Fi-omens Pension
NE 1.00 0.75 4
NY 2.60 1.25 ^
NC 2.50 l . o o  4 4 0.50 Firemens Relie?f Fund
OH 2.50 0.75 4
OK 4.00 0.31 4
OR 2.25 1.00 ]
SC 2.00 None 4 1.10 Fire Dept £, Inspection
SD 2.50 0.50 i
TN 2.50 0.75 4
TX 3.50 1.25 4
WV 4.00 0.50 •}
WI 2.3B None 4 2.00 Fire Dept Dues

Notes:

All tax rates above apply to gross premium

20 states have an added insurance premium tax for the 
Firo Marshall's office.

1 state has an amount in the insurance premium tax 
allocated for the Fire Marshall's office.

9 states have an added insurance premium tax for a 
fire related p u r p o s e .



• « * » • I J i »■ i  *.* i. L

Etate P&C Wet Marine* F i re*

Ta x Ta x Marshal] Nates

AL 4.00 4.00 GP None

AK 2.70 0.75 Pr None
AZ 1.70 1.70 GP 0.20 +
AR 2.50 0.75 Pr None
CA 2.35 5.00 Pr(3) None
CO 2.25 2.25 GP None

CT 2.00 5.00 Pr<3> ???????

DE 1.75 5.00 Pr(3) None

DC 2. 00 2.00 GP None

Ft. 2.00 0.75 Pr 0.63 I
GA 2.25 2.25 GP None f max of 2.50 by county

HI 4.2B 0 .SB Pr None
ID 3.00 3.00 GF None

IL 2.00 2.00 GP 1.00 ] I 2.00 for Fire Dept

IN 2.00 2.00 GP 0.50 incl

IA 2.00 6.50 Pr(3> None

KS 2.00 2.00 GP 1.25 | f 2.00 Firefighters Relief

KY 2.00 2.00 GP 0.75 i
LA 1.85 1.85 GP 1.25-1 f 2.25 Fire Dept & Training
ME 2.00 2.00 GP 0.75 i
MD 2.00 2.00 GP None

MA 2.25 5.70 Pr(3) None

MI 2.35 2.35 GP None

MN 2.00 5.00 Pr(3) 2.00 t- f 2.00 Firemens Relief Func

MS 3.00 3.00 GP 0.50-1

MO 2.00 2.00 GP None
MT 2.75 2.75 GP 0.75 f I* 1.25 Firemens Pension

NE 1.00 1.00 GP 0.75 -}
n v 3.00 3.00-GP None
NH 2.00 5.00 Pr None

NJ 2. 00 5.00 Pr(3> None

NM 3.00 3.00 GP None

NY 2.60 2.60 GP 1.25 ^
NC 2.50 2.50 GP 1.00 f t 0.50 Firemens Relief Fund
ND 2.50 2.50 GP None
OH 2.50 2.50 GP 0.75 I
OK 4.00 4.00 GP C-.31 ■}
OR 2.25 5.0 Pr(3> 1.00 ■}
FA 2.00 5.00 Pr None

RI 2. 00 5.00 Pr{3> None
EC 2. GO 2.00 GF Nam- i 1.10 Pire Dept 0 inspectl
ED 2.50 2.50 GP 0.50 i
TN 2.50 2.50 GP 0.75 \
TX 3.50 3.50 GP 1.25 1
UT 2.25 5.00 Pr None

VT 2.00 2.00 GP None
VA 2.75 2.75 'GP None

MA 2.00 0.95 Pr None

WV 4.00 4.00 GP 0.50 |

MX 2.3B 0.50 GP None I* 2.00 Fire Dept Dues
NY 2.50 0.75 Pr None
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In t ro d u ce d :  3 /31/87 5-0970A
Labor & Cc 
& Finance

R efe r r e d :  Labor & Commerce _

1 IN THE SENATE BY DUNCAN

2 SENATE BILL NO. 224

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THF STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

5 A BTLL

6 For an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An / c t  r e l a t i n g  to  the  premium tax  on c e r t a i n  in c u r -

7 e r s . ’

8 BE IT ENACTED BY UIE LEGIST TURE OF THE STATE OF AI.ASKA:

9 * S e c t io n  1. AS 21 .09 .210 (b )  i s  amended to  read:

10 (b) Each i n c u r e r ,  and each  fo rmer ly  a u t h o r i z e d  i n r u r e r  w ith

11 r e s p e c t  to  premiums re c e iv e d  w h i le  an a u t h o r i z e d  i n s u r e r  in  t h i s

12 s t a t e ,  s h a l l  pay tax  on the  t o t a 1 d i r e c t  premium income r e ce iv ed

13 d u r in g  the  yea r  ending on the  p re c e d in g  December 31 and p a id  f o r  the

14 in s u ra n c e  of  p r o p e r ty  or  r i s k s  r e s i d e n t  o r  lo c a te d  in  the s t a t e  o t h e r

15 than  wet marine and t r a n s p j r t n t i o n  in s u r a n c e ,  a f t e r  d e d u c t in g  from the

16 t o t a l  d i r e c t  premium income the  a p p l i c a b l e  c a n c e l l a t i o n s ,  r e tu rn e d

17 premiums, the  unabsorbed p o r t i o n  of  any d e p o s i t  premium, a l l  p o l i c y

18' d iv i d e n d s ,  unabsorbed premiums re funded to  p o l i c y h o l d e r s ,  r e fu n d s ,

19 s a v in g s ,  s av ings  coupons and o t h e r  s i m i l a r  r e t u r n s  pa id  o r  c r e d i t e d  to

20 p o l i c y h o ld e r s  w i th  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e i r  p o l i c i e s .  No d educ t ions  may be

21 made of cash  s u r r e n d e r  va lue  of  p o l i c i e s .  C o n s id e ra t io n s  r e c e iv e d  on

22 an n u i ty  c o n t r a c t s  a re  not  inc luded  in  the  d i r e c t  prcmiur Income and

23 a r e  not  s u b j e c t  to  t a x .  The tax  s h a l l  be pa id  to  the  d i r e c t o r  annua l -

24 ly be fo re  A pr i l  I ,  and,  except  as  p rovided  in  AS 2 1 . 6 9 .3 9 0 ( c ) ,  i s

25 computed a t  the  r a t e  of

26 ' 1 )  f o r  domest ic  and f o r e i g n  i n s u r e r s ,  except  h o s p i t a l  and

27 medical  s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  t h r e e  [2 .7 ]  p e r c e n t ;

28 (2)  l o r  h o s p i t a l  and medical  s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n s ,  s i x

29 pe rc e n t  of  t h e i r  j r o a s  premiums l e s s  c la im s  p a id .

S B 0 2 ’4a -I- SB 224



Alaska State Legislature
P.O. Box v  
State Capitol 

Juneau. Alaska 99811

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  -  C S H B  2 3 0 (F i n )

S e c t i o n  1 -  R a i s e s  t h e  p r e m i u m  t a x  f o r  d o m e s t i c  a n d  f o r e i g n  

i n s u r e r s  f r o m  2 . 7  t o  3 . 0  p e r c e n t .  F o r  m o s t  i n s u r e r s ,  t h e  3 

p e r c e n t  i s  a  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  t a x  r a t e  i n  e f f e c t  p r i o r  t o  

t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  S B  3 7 9  l a s t  y e a r .  T h e  p r e s e n t  e x e m p t i o n s  f o r  

w e t  m a r i n e  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  i n s u r a n c e  a n d  f o r  h o s p i t a l  a n d  

m e d i c a l  s e r v i c e  c o r p o r a t i o n s  c o n t i n u e .

S e c t i o n  2 -  A d d s  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  r e l a t i n g  t o  p r e m i u m  t a x  

(AS 2 1 . 0 9 . 2 1 0 ) .  T h i s  s e c t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h a t  1 0  p e r c e n t  o f  

t h e  p r e m i u m  t a x  b e  d e p o s i t e d  i n t o  a  s e p a r a t e  a c c o u n t .  I t  

a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  a c c o u n t  m a y  b e  u s e d  t o  f u n d  t h e  S t a t e  

F i r e  C o m m :  s s i o n  a n d  t o  f u n d  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g  
s e r v i c e s .

S e c t i o n  3 - P r o v i d e s  t h a t  t i t l e  i n s u r a n c e  i s  t a x e d  a s
p r o v i d e d  i n  A S  2 1 . 0 9 . 2 1 0 ( b ) .

S e c t i o n  4 -  R e p e a l e r s .

S e c t i o n  5 - A p p l i c a b i l i t y  s e c t i o n .

J K / H B  2 3 0

O ffic ia l Bus;"ess
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STATE OF ALASKA 1987 LEGISLATIVE SESSION 

FISCAL NOTE

REQUEST :_____________________________
Revision Date: ____________________________________
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Publish Date: HOUSE 5 / 9 / 8 7

AgencyAifected: Commerce & Econ» Dsv. 
RRtir Insurance______________________

Components P u b l i c  P r o t e c t i o n

F.XPF.NDITURFS/RF.VF.NUES: (Thousands o f Dollars)

OPERATING FY  87 F T  88 F Y  89 FY  90 FY  91 F Y  92
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPUES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

••

T O T A L OPERATING 0 .0 0 .0 O.C 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

CAPITAL 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0  1 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

REVENUE 0.0 1,448.6 2,897.2 2,900.0 2,900.0 2,900.0

FUND ING : (Thousands o f Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
U11IER
TTTTAL 0.3 0.0 0.0 - 0 . 0 0.0 0.0

PO S IT IO NS :

FULLTIM E
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

ANALYS IS : (Attach a separate page i f necessary)
The insurance premium tax ra te  changes from 2.7% to 3.0% with th is  b i l l .  
T i t le  insurance changes from 1% to 3%. Due to condition of economy and the 
expectation that premiums are s ta rtin g  to s t a b il iz e , we p ro ject an even 
level of added revenue reso ltin g.fr/im  "h is  proposal.

Prepared b y : 
Drvision : _

 ilnhn
.Division q£

nue
Qpnrnp O i r p r f n r ______ ' ' 465-2515

Lnsiirjmce__ Date:

A n th o n y S m ith . Coirvnis s in n e r  Date:Approved by Commission
Agency: f n m p f f p ^ w r F r n n n m i r  O nvp lnn rrpn t

Anri 1 24, 1987

A o ril 24, 1987

Disuibution (by preparer ,
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget 
Impacted Agcncy(ies)
Senate Secretary
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TO: S e n a t o r  Tin  K e l l y ,  C h a i r
Members o f  t h e  S e n a te  Labor and C o m e r c e  Cocsai t tee

FROM: S c o t t  A. B u rgess ,  E x e c u t iv e  D l r e pfrrrt

DATE: March 7 ,  1988

SUBJECT: KB 230 -  Premium t a x  on c e r t a i n  i n s u r e r s

The A laska  M unic ipa l  League ,  on b e h a l f  o f  i t s  135 m i n i c l p a l  svrrbero,  
s u p p o r t s  th e  concep t  o u t l i n e d  in  HB 230.  At i t s  l a s t  annual  n e t t i n g  in  
November 1987, t h e  membership o f  t h e  AK!. p a s s e d  R e s o l u t i o n  Ho. 68*21 
s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  concep t  o f  u s in g  funds  g e n e r a t e d  f r o a  a s n a i l  i n c r e a s e  in  
t h e  i n s u r a n c e  premium t a x  t o  s u p p o r t  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  s e t / i c e s  
t h ro u g h  th e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  in  t h e  D p a r t e e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  
I  have en c lo se d  a copy o f  R e s o l u t i o n  Mo. 86 -21 .

Again ,  the  AML s u p p o r t s  HB 230.

M euse* or net ’ .ATioKAi ic a o u c  or c m as *m> w w m *  a m o c m t o *  or cou%nt«



RESOLUTION OF THE ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

RESOLUTION NO. 88-21

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE FIRE PREVENTION/TRAINING 
EFFORTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY.

DIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION. THROUGH 
ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION AND ITS ASSOCIATED 
ADJUSTMENT OF Tit’ INSURANCE FRANCHISE TAX.

WHEREAS, th t v i t a l  l i f e  sa fe ty  programs provided by the O ffice  
of the S tate  F ire Marshal were sev ere ly  Impacted by th e ir  d lspro-

d o n a te  1t% reduction In a v a ila b le  funds In 1987. and
8

WHEREAS, the In sp ection , p u b lic  f ir e  education , tr a in in g , and 
In v estig a tio n  ser v ic e s  Have a ivays been supported by the Alaska 
Municipal League through I ts  P o licy  Statement and ou st be continued  
In order to  reduce the tra g ic  lo s s  o f  l i f e  and pr>p*rty throughout 
a l l  areas o f A laska, and

WHEREAS, p r a c t ic a lly  every Insurance company i s  located  o u t­
sid e  A leska. r e su lt in g  in  d o lla r s  being u n availab le  for th ese v i t a l  
l i f e  s a le ty  p rogress, and

WHERfAS. 74 s ta te s  already u t i l i s e  an insurance fran ch ise  tax 
In ex cess  o f } .7 s  (average ) t )  to  support sta tew id e f ir e  prevention  
e f f o r t s ,  and

WHEREAS, the b e n e f its  o f  th is  tax w il l  provide increased  
defense to  p o ten tia l s u it  1-o ilH o n  d o lla r  wrongful death su its  by 
Impacting the m lniaal le v e l o f  f ir e  op eration s and tra in in g  for  
every f ir e  dependent and I ts  lo ca l government, and

WHEREAS, the proposed s l ig h t  Increase In the fran ch ise  tax  
meets the Governor's g u id e lin e s  o f  not a f fe c t in g  general fund
support, and

WHEREAS, the proposed franchise tax in r -e a te  r es to r es  th is  tax  
to  I t s  pre«1984 le v e l of H  (fro *

NOW. THERE PORE. RE IT RCJOLYCD that the Alaska Municipal 
Laagua stron g ly  supports passage o f  l e g is la t io n  In the Alaska 
L egisla ture ad ju stin g  the Insurance fran ch ise  ta x . w ith  the Intent

44  -



o f  u s i n g  g e n e r a t e d  funds  Co s u p p o r t  Che e f f o r t s  o f  th e  D i v i s i o n  o f  
F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n ,  Department o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

Adopted t h i s  13th  day o f  November 1987.

6,^

Ceorgc U. C arte ', President

ATTEST:

57  -
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TOt S e n a t o r  T i n  K e l l y ,  C h a i r
H e r b e r t  o f  th e  S e n a t e  Labor and C o n te r c e  C o m l t t e e

TROMi S c o t t  A. Burgees ,  E x e c u t iv e  D i r ep fcc r

DATEi March 7,  1988

SUBJECT! HB *30 -  P r e o i u s  t a x  on c e r t a i n  i n s u r e r s

The A laska  M unic ipa l  League ,  on b e h a l f  o f  i t s  1JS m i n i c l p a l  r e r b e r e ,  
s u p p o r t s  t h e  c o n c e p t  o u t l i n e d  in  HB 230.  At i t s  l a s t  annual  m e e t in g  in  
Koveober 19B7, the  n e r b e r s h l p  o f  t h e  AML p assed  R e s o l u t i o n  Ho. 88-2) 
s u p p o r t i n g  th e  c o n c e p t  o f  u s in g  funds  g e n e r a t e d  f ro *  a s s a l l  I n c r e a s e  in 
t h e  i n s u r a n c e  p r e n i u s  tax  t o  s u p p o r t  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  and t r a i n i n g  s e r v i c e s  
t h ro u g h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  P i r e  P r e v e n t i o n  in  t h e  Dpar t&ent  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .  
I have  e n c l o s e d  a copy o f  R e s o lu t io n  Ho. 88-21 .

A ga in ,  t h e  AML s u p p o r t s  HD 230.

MtwecK or tu t itaeuc os c r t »  *»* a m o c m 'w * o s  c o e m



RESOLUTION OF THE ALASKA MUNICIPAL LEA CUE

RESOLUTION NO. 88*21

A RESOLUTION SUPPOPTIhC THE FIRE PREVENTION/TRAINING 
EFFORTS OF TNE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY, 

DIVISION OF FIRE PREVENTION, THROUCH 
ENACTMENT OF LEGISLATION AND ITS ASSOCIATED 
ADJUSTMENT OF THE INSURANCE FRANCHISE TAX.

VHEREAS, the v i t a l  l i f e  s a f e t y  p r o g r e s s  p r o v id e d  by  the  O f f i c e  
o f  th e  S t a t e  F i r e  Marshal were s e v e r e l y  l a p a c to d  by t h e i r  d l sp ro *  
p o r t l o n a t e  27 t  r e d u c t i o n  In a v a i l a b l e  funds  i n  1987,  and

VHEREAS. the  I n s p e c t i o n ,  p u b l i c  f i r e  e d u c a t i o n ,  t r a i n i n g ,  and 
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  have always  been  s u p p o r t e d  by th e  Alaska  
M unic ipa l  League th rough  I t s  P o l i c y  S ta tem en t  and snist be  c o n t in u e d  
i n  o r d e r  to  reduce  the  t r a g i c  loso  o f  l i f e  and p r o p e r t y  th roughou t  
a l l  a r e a s  o f  A laska ,  and

VHEREAS, p r a c t i c a l l y  ev e ry  In s u ra n c e  company I s  l o c a t e d  o u t ­
s i d e  A la ska ,  r e s u l t i n g  In  d o l l a r s  b e i n g  u n a v a i l a b l e  f o r  th e s e  v i t a l  
l i f e  s a f e t y  p ro g r a n s ,  and

VHEREAS. 26 s t a t e s  a l r e a d y  u t i l i s e  an  I n s u r a n c e  f r a n c h i s e  tax  
In  ex ce s s  o f  2.7% (ave rage  3%) t o  s u p p o r t  s t a t e w i d e  f i r e  p r e v e n t i o n  
e f f o r t s ,  and

VHEREAS. the  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h i s  t a x  w i l l  p r o v i d e  I n c r e a s e d  
d e f e n s e  to  p o t e n t i a l  m u l t i - m i l l i o n  d o l l a r  w rongfu l  d e a t h  s u i t s  1 /  
im pac t ing  t h e  minimal l e v e l  o f  f i r e  o p e r a t i o n s  and t r a i n i n g  f o r  
ev e ry  f i r e  depa r tm en t  and  i t s  l o c a l  government,  and

VHEREAS. th e  p roposed  s l i g h t  i n c r e a s e  In  t h e  f r a n c h i s e  tax  
meets  the  G o v e rn o r ' s  g u i d e l i n e s  o f  n o t  a f f e c t i n g  g e n e r a l  fund 
s u p p o r t ,  and

VHEREAS, the  p roposed  f r a n c h i s e  t a x  I n c r e a s e  r e s t o r e s  t h i s  t a x  
t o  I t s  pre*1986 l e v e l  o f  3t ( I r o n  2.7%);

NOV, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED t h a t  th e  A la ska  Municipal  
League s t r o n g ly  s u p p o r t s  pas sage  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  In th e  Alaska 
L e g i s l a t u r e  a d j u s t i n g  t h e  i n s u r a n c e  f r a n c h i s e  t a x ,  w i th  the  i n t e n t

- 56



o f  u s i n g  g e n e r a t e d  funds  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  e f f o r t s  o f  t h e  D i v i s io n  of  
F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n ,  D e p o r tn e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

Adopted t h i s  13 th  day o f  November 1987.

eorgc  W. C a r t o * ,  P r e s i d e n t

ATTEST:

Resolution No. 68-21
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