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, WORK DRAFT

O r ig in a l  sponso r :  K e r t t u l a

IN THE SENATE BY THE JUDICIARY COMMITTEE
CS FOR SPONSOR SUBSTITUTE FOR SENATE JOINT RESOLUTION NO. 33 ( J u d i c i a r y )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 
FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

R e la t i n g  t o  the l a b e l i n g  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  
fo od .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
WHEREAS the exposure o f  food  to  r a d i a t i o n  has been promoted by the 

United S ta te s  government f o r  many yea rs  to  p ro lo ng  the s h e l f  l i f e  o f  food  
by k i l l i n g  organ isms, such as i n s e c t s ,  mold , and b a c t e r i a ,  tha t  damage 
fo od ;  and

WHEREAS ove r  the pas t  two decades p o rk ,  p o t a t o e s ,  wheat, and more than 
60 sp ices have been approved f o r  r a d i a t i o n  by the United S ta te s  Food and 
Drug Adm in is t ra t ion  but the i r r a d i a t i o n  p rocess  has no t  been w ide ly  used in 
t h i s  coun t ry ;  and

WHEREAS on A p r i l  18, 1986, the Food and Drug Adm in is t ra t ion  extended 
i t s  app rova l  o f  i r r a d i a t i o n  to  a l l  f r u i t s  and vege tab le s  and r equ i re d  the 
l a b e l i n g  o f  food  a t  the who le sa le  and r e t a i l  l e v e l s  w ith  the words "TREATED 
BY RADIATION" and a p ic tu re  o f  the i n t e r n a t i o n a l  symbol f o r  r a d i a t i o n ,  a 
s t y l i z e d  t u l i p ;  and

WHEREAS the l a b e l i n g  requ irements do no t  extend to  food p roducts tha t  
con ta in  i r r a d i a t e d  in g r e d ie n t s ,  and the "TREATED BY RADIATION" l a b e l i n g  
requirement i s  due to  exp i re  in  1988 b e fo r e  i r r a d i a t e d  foods a r r i v e  in
l a r g e  q u a n t i t i e s  on g roce ry  s t o r e  sh e lv e s ;  and

WHEREAS the Food and Drug A dm in is t r a t i o n  s t a t e s  f l a t l y  tha t  a f t e r
rev iewing a l l  p e r t i n e n t  data i t  has no t  found a reason to be concerned
about the s a f e t y  o f  consuming food  tha t  has been i r r a d i a t e d  w ith in  the 
dosage l e v e l s  s p e c i f i e d  by f e d e r a l  r e g u l a t i o n s ;  and

WHEREAS, as ide  f rom concern about the r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  the Food and Drug
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Adm in is t r a t ion  s tu d ie s ,  American consumers a re  e n t i t l e d  to know whether the 
fo od s ,  and the components o f  the fo od ,  tha t  they purchase have been i r r a d i ­
a ted so tha t  they can make t h e i r  food  choices a c c o rd in g ly ;  and

WHEREAS the long h i s t o r y  o f  s t r i n g e n t  l a b e l i n g  requirements f o r  the 
chemical a d d i t i v e s  and in g red ien t s  in  food p rov ides  ample precedent f o r  the 
l a b e l i n g  o f  i r r a d i a t e d  foods as i r r a d i a t e d ;

BE IT RESOLVED th a t  the A laska S ta te  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  reques ts  
the United S ta te s  Food and Drug Adm in is t ra t ion  to  adopt r e g u la t i o n s  r e q u i r ­
ing food whose components have been i r r a d i a t e d  to  be la b e le d  as " i r r a ­
d ia t ed "  and to  cance l the e x p i r a t i o n  date f o r  the cu r ren t  l a b e l i n g  r e g u l a ­
t i o n s  .

COPIES o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  s h a l l  be sent to  the Honorab le Ronald 
Reagan, P re s id e n t  o f  the United S ta te s ;  the Honorab le Frank E. Young, 
Commissioner o f  the United S ta te s  Food and Drug Adm in is t ra t ion ;  and to  the 
Honorab le Ted Stevens and the Honorab le Frank Murkowski, U .S . Sena to rs ,  and 
the Honorab le Don Young, U .S . R ep re sen ta t iv e ,  members o f  the Alaska d e leg a ­
t i o n  in  Congress.
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