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union.

SJR 2 is based on 24 months of study by +-he Alaska Statehood Coirmission. 
The commission, of which I was chairman, was enacted by a vote of the 

people in 1980 to study Alaska's relationship to the United States. The
final product was a report which set forth a plan of action to deal with
the federal government.

SJR 2 gives the federal government notice that the State of Alaska will 
not allow usurpation of the powers afforded the states' by the U.S. 
Constitution.

The resolution is modeled after Art:.cle 1, Section 1 of the Texas

Constitution. Texas, which came into the Union as a previously
sovereign nation, preserved the maximum amount of powers a state can 
in "he federal union.

This issue is still topical today. The federal/state power dilemma 
confronts us in land selections, management of fish and game, 

right-of-way access and our fisheries.

Now, more than ever, we should take an active role in our relationship 
with the federal government.
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AR T I C L E  I 

D E C L A R A T I O N  O F  RIGHTS

SECTION  1 . This constitution is dedicated to 
the principles that all persons have a natural right 
to life, liberty, the pursuit o f happiness, and the 
enjoyment o f the rewards o f their own industry; 
that all persons are equal and entitled to  equal 
rights, opportunities, and protection under the law; 
and that all persons have corresponding obligations 
to the people and to the State.

SECTION  2. All political power is inherent in 
the people. All government originates with the peo­
ple, is founded upon their will only, and is institut­
ed solely for the good o f  the people as a whole.

SECTION  3 . No person is to be denied the en­
joyment o f  any civil or political right because o f  
race, color, creed, sex, or national origin. The legis­
lature shall implement this section.

(Thi* amendment to this section was approved bv the voters 
o f  the state August 2 2 . 1 9 7 2  and became effective O ctober 14 , 
19 7 2 . I t  added the word “ sex”  to this section .)

SECTION  4 . No law shall be made respecting an 
establishment o f religion, or prohibiting the free 
exercise thereof.

SECTION  5. Every person may freely speak, 
write, and publish on all subjects, being responsible 
for the abuse o f that right.
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DATE: FEBRUARY 19, 1987

RE: SJR 2

INTRODUCTION

SJR 2 is based on 24 months of study by the Alaska Statehood Commission. 
The commission, of which I was Chairman, was enacted by a vote of the 
people in 1980 to study Alaska's relationship to the United States. The 
final product was a report which set forth a plan of action to deal with 
the federal government.

BACKGROUND

The United States Constitution is our "supreme law of the land" but not 
the only law of the land. It is ultimately a statement of 
constitutional principles in a compound system of 51 constitutions.

Also known as the American federal system, this compound republic 
of the United States is made up of all 51 national and constituent 
polities, each served by a representative government.

The American federal system is not a management hierarchy, but a matrix 
of arenas, each designed to be politically responsive to it's 
citizens.Unfortunately, the trend for the past twenty years has been 
toward the view that the federal government should mandate state 
administrative tasks, but in reality it is the U.S. Constitution that is 
supreme over the states, not the national government.

As a free and equal state of the Union, Alaska's principal task is. to 
govern, to make and implement policies within our sphere of jurisdiction 
and to share in the governance of the political conduct of the country 
as a whole. Alaska is more than simply an administrator of programs 
developed by the federal government.

The goal and purpose of SJR 2 is to strengthen the capacity of the state 
to govern in the federal system. It would give the federal government 
notice that the state of Alaska will not allow usurpation of the powers 
afforded the states by the U.S. Ccnstitution.

PURPOSE



Furthermore, this amendment would serve to link the ideas of 
citizenship, statehood and local self-government. Finally, this 
amendment would enforce the idea that states, under the U.S. 
Constitution, are indeed partners with the national government and not 
merely "middle managers".

CONCLUSION

SJR 2 is modeled after Article 1, Section 1 of the Texas Constitution. 
Texas, which came into the Union as a previously sovereign nation, 
preserved the maximum amount of powers a state can in the federal union.

The federal/state power dilemma confronts Alaska even today in land 
selections, management of fish and game, right-of-way access, etc.

Now, more than ever, we should maximize Alaska's role vis-a-vis the 
federal government. Passage of SJR 2 will help do this.




