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S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O RJ u n e a u

The H o n o r a b l e  Don B e n n e t t  
P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  .
A l a s k a  S t a t e  . L e g i s l a t u r e  

P. 0. B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 1 1

H e :  C C S  S B  1 4 0  —  r i g h t s  o f
• _ t h e  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B e n n e t t : • • fr J

I h a v e  t o d a y  s i g n e d  C C S  S B  1 4 0 ,  o n  t h e  r i g h t s  o f  t h e  
t e r m i n a l l y  i l l .  I h a v e  s i g n e d  i t  b e c a u s e  I b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  
b i l l ,  b a s e d  o n  t h e  U n i f o r m  R i g h t s  o f  t h e  T e r m i n a l l y  1 1 1  A c t ,  

a s  p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  o f  C o m m i s s i o n e r s  

o n  U n i f o r m  S t a t e  Lav/s ( N C C U S L )  , i s  a  s i g n i f i c a n t  a n d  

w o r t h w h i l e  s t e p  i n  p r e s e r v i n g  a n  i n d i v i d u a l 1s ' r i g h t  t o  d i e  
w i t h  d i g n i t y  a n d  t o  r e f u s e  l i f e - s u s t a i n i n g  t r e a t m e n t  t h a t  

w o u l d  o n l y  p r o l o n g  t h e  a g o n y  o f  d y i n g .  T h e  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  

f o r  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  a " l i v i n g  wj.ll."

H o w e v e r ,  d u r i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  

t h i s  b i l l ,  p r o p o s e d  A S  1 8 . 1 2 . 0 4 0 ( c )  w a s  a m e n d e d  t o  d e n y  t h i s  
r i g h t  t o  a p r e g n a n t  w o m a n .  B y  d e l e t i n g  t h e  c l a u s e  t h a t  
a p p e a r e d ,  i n  t h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  a n d ^ . i n  t h e  U n i f o r m  A c t  a s  

p r o m u l g a t e d  b y  t h e  N C C U S L  —  " u n l e s s  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  

p r o v i d e s  . -o th erwise" —  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a s  p r o b a b l y  

r e n d e r e d  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .  I a m  a d v i s e d ,  

h o w e v e r ,  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  t h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  i s  

p r o b a b l y  s e v e r a b l e  f r o m  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  s o  t h a t  i f  i t  
i s  h e l d  i n v a l i d ,  t h e  b e n e f i t s  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  
b i l l  c o u l d  s t i l l  b e  g i v e n  e f f e c t .

I f i r m l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  g e n e r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  t h i s  b i l l ,  a n d  

t h e r e f o r e ,  h a v e  s i g n e d  i t  i n t o  l a w .

S i n c e r e l y ,

G o v e r n o r



N A T I O N A LO N

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION FOR WOMEN
STATE OF ALASKA

200 W . 34TII A V E N U E , S U IT E  844 A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  99503 (907) 562-3081, Ext. 844
February 21, 1987

The Honorable Steve Cowper 
Governor of Alaska 
Pouch A
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Dear Legislator:

I am writing you to ask for your support in the repeal of a
provision in a bill that was passed last year: SB 140 — the
Living Will bill. The legislation's intended purpose was to allow 
patients' legal rights to die (as specified in a prepared will) 
when natural death is imminent and only extra-ordinary life 
sustaining procedures would prolong existence. The provision 
needing repeal (now Alaska Statute 18.12.040 (c) pertains to a 
limitation on the right of a terminally ill pregnant woman to 
refuse life sustaining procedures. Since Article One, Sections 
One and Three upholds equal rights for all Alaskans, pregnant or 
not. This provision is most evidentally unconstitutional.

Governor Sheffield signed this bill into law last year with the
promise that he would ask for a repeal of this section; attorneys
in the Department of Law had advised the governor that the
provision probably could not withstand a constitutionality
challenge. We are hoping that the legislature will be wise
enough to remove this odious clause and avoid any costly 
litigation on the matter.

In further explanation, what Section C does is to state that a 
pregnant woman does not have the right to die as do other people 
nor does she have the right to designate within her declaration a 
choice regarding the condition of preqnancy and how it will 
affect her living will. It suggests that in the event of
impendinq natural death, a pregnant woman must first undergo an 
abortion in order to die. This asburdity piled on top of 
absurdity. This provision was added to the legislation last year 
at the suagestion of extremist Right to Life lobbyist who have 
been promoting other similar crazy initiatives such as funerals 
for fetuses.

The situation of a terminally ill pregnant woman is undoubtedlv 
rare, however, there have been several infamous cases recently in 
other states which brought national publicity. The remoteness of 
the possibility should not constrain legislators from acting on a 
repeal. Passage of unconstitutional provisions have caused 
unecessary confusion and expenditure of many public dollars in



■ f u t i l e  l e g a l  d e f e n s e s .

We w ou ld  r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  b o t h  s p o n s o r  a n d  v o t e  f o r  a  r e p e a l  o f  
AS 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 4 0  ( c ) . S u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  was  t a k e n  by  o u r
s t a t e  e x e c u t i v e  b o a r d  a t  t h e  S t a t e  An n ua l  C o n v e n t i o n  i n  J u l y .  I f  
y ou  n e e d  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  p l e a s e  do  n o t  h e s i t a t e  t o  w r i t e  
me a t  t h e  a b o v e  a d d r e s s .

Wi t h  b e s t  r e g a r d s ,  I r e m a i n ,

l
i c k s o n  

P r e s i d e n t ,  L e g i s l a t i o n



Juneau, Alaska 59301

fay 6, 1935
f.emoers of the 33 140 Conference Committee 

Alaska Jtate Legislature 

Pouch 7

Juneau, Alaska 99301

Pear Senators and Representatives:

I have already 3 token with each of you at 3one length. The intent of this 

letter is to subnit the attached information in suo-.crt of my rtirior. that 

S3 140 and the H3 amendment regarding the pregnant cutient's ri.rht (non-right) 

to lie is unacceptaole. I have done extensive research into m e  .-volution of 

this oill and specifically the amendment (section 13.i2.J40 c). I have 3cugnt 

legal ani other counsel on several levels that overwhelming support this 

opinion.

There is sufficient evidence to warrant reassessment of this amendment as to 

define its validity and purpose. In lieu of the original intent of the bill 

■Jhich I felt to be the right of an individual to do tontine their own dignity 

in death, my concerns are founded on both legal and ethical grounds, first 

of all it aorears that the present amendments violate basic rights moulded 

by both the federal and State Constitutions. Discussions to sue-art this 

statement would be great in length and I wish to remain concise, Jcne-the-iers, 

constitutional validity of thi3 amendment is --uerti.nabla. Attached information 

can substantiate this argument.

The individual's right to die with dignity is personal and should be respected.

Jo oorhao3 the true issue at hand is basically a -mention of judging that dignity.

It -••ee.T.s to me as the present amendment would suggest is that it is not the 

dignity of the individual that ha3 h-en considered but the judgment of potential 

indignity' of their choice. If thiSAcruly a call for dignity in death, then we indeed 

need, to redefine dignity itself, and to whom in the throes of death, that dignity 

belongs. I believe it belongs to the dying individual. :’o deny this is to refute 

the ideal for which this oill stands.

In w&noiurji'ja a woman patient his usual rights to die -,ith .ir.ity :-s.. should be’ 

.guaranteed oy thio bill, fjr if we are to maintain the intended integrity cf 

si fat-To-Dia .legi-lation this v;ill 00 so. I trust these ileus will be thoughtfully 

•considered .and acted upon. At this date I am inning for !•: r.v.r. of this •-mendment.

Th in t you for your .•ttor.ti

1 * it 1
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S u z a n n e  L ynn  
N a n  D . H u n te r

STAFF COUNSEL
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N o r m a n  D o r s e n
PRESIDENT

Ira  G l a s s e r
EXECUTIVE OIRECTOR

B u n  N e u b o r n e
LEGAL OIRECTOfl

I am w r i t i n g  w i t h  re q a r d  to the p e n d i n g  " r i g h t  to die" 
l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  we s poke a b o u t  e a r l i e r  this w e e k .  T h e r e  are 
s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t s  th a t  the p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  
p r e c l u d e  a p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  from d e c l i n i n q  c e r t a i n  m e d i c a l  
t r e a t m e n t  so lo n g  as the fetus is a l i v e ,  is u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l .

T h e  o n l y  c o n c e i v a b l e  r a t i o n a l e  for the a m e n d m e n t  is a d e s i r e  
o n  the p a r t  of the l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  p r o t e c t  and p r e s e r v e  the 
p o t e n t i a l  l i f e  of the fetus. In Roe v. W a d e , 410 U.S. 113 
( 19 7 3 ) ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S upreme" C o u r t  c l e a r l y  h e l d  that su c h  a 
s t a t e  i n t e r e s t  s i m p l y  is not a c o m p e l l i n g  b a s i s  for s t a t e  
r e g u l a t i o n  b e f o r e  the p o i n t  of f e t a l  v i a b i l i t y ,  t h a t  is, in the 

f i r s t  or s e c o n d  t r i m e s t e r  of p r e g n a n c y .  T h u s ,  to the e x t e n t  t h a t  
a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  d e c i s i o n  to d e c l i n e  l i f e - p r o l o n g i n g  m e d i c a l  
m e a s u r e s  is a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  one, s t a t e  r e s t r i c t i o n  
o f  th a t  r i g h t  in f u r t h e r a n c e  of t h e  p r e s e r v a t o n  of p o t e n t i a l  
h u m a n  life is i m p e r m i s s i b l e .  A w o m a n  c o u l d  not, u n d e r  such 

• c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  be c o m p e l l e d  to p r o l o n g  h e r  o w n  li f e  s o l e l y  for 
the p u r p o s e  o f  c a r r y i n g  the f e tus to term or to the p o i n t  of 
v i a b i l i t y .

i

A l t h o u g h  the U n i t e d  St a t e s  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  has n e v e r  ruled on 
t h e  q u e s t i o n ,  n u m e r o u s  s t ate c o u r t s  h a v e  f o u n d  the r i g h t  to 
r e f u s e  l i f e  s u s t a i n i n g  t r e a t m e n t  to be c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  

p r o t e c t e d .  S e e  F o o d v  v. M a n c h e s t e r  M e m o r i a l  H o s p i t a l ,  40 Conn. 
S u p p .  127, 4inr~A.2d lY T , 717 (Sup. Ct. 1984); In re L . H . R . , 25 3 
Ga. 439, 321 S E . 2 d  716, 722 (Sup. Ct. 1984); In re T o r r e s , 357 
N W . 2 d  332, 339 (Minn. Sup. Ct. 1 9 8 4 ) ;  In re C o l y e r , 99 W a s h . 2d 
114, 660 P . 2d 738, 7 4 2 - 4 3  (Sup. C t .  1983), o v e r r u l e d  in part on 
o t h e r  G r o u n d s , In re G u a r d i a n s h i p  of H a m l i n , 102 W a s h . 2d 810, 689 
P . 2d 1 3 7 2  (Sup. Ct. 1984); S e v e r n s  v. W i l m i n g t o n  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r ,



, • M a r y a n n e  B u t c h e r

•' A p r i l  2 2 ,  1 9 8 6  
P a g e  2

I n c . ,  4 2 1  A . 2 d  1 3 3 4  ( D e l .  S u p .  C t .  1 9 8 0 ) ;  S a t z  v. P e r l m u t t e r ,  3 6 2  

S o . 2d 1 6 0 ,  1 6 2  ( F l a .  D i s t .  o f  A p p .  1 9 7 8  ), a f f 1d , 3 7 9  S o . 2d. 3 5 9 ,  

3 6 0  ( S u p .  C t .  1 9 8 0 ) ;  B e l c h e r t o w n  S t a t e  S c h o o l  v. S a i k e w i c z , 3 7 3  

M a s s .  7 2 8 ,  7 3 8 - 4 0 ,  3 7 0  N E . 2 d .  4 1 7 ,  4 2 4  ( S u p .  C t .  1 9 7 7 ) ;  I n  r e  

Q u i n l a n ,  7 0  N J . 1 0,  3 5 5  A . 2 d  6 4 7 ,  6 6 3  ( S u p .  C t .  1 9 7 6 ) ;  B a r t l i n q  

v. S u p e r i o r  C o u r t , 1 6 3  C a l .  A p p . 3d 1 8 6 ,  2 0 9  C a l .  R e p t r .  2 2 0 ,  2 2 5  

( 1 9 8 4 ) ;  L e a c h  v. A k r o n  M e d i c a l  C e n t e r , 68 O h i o  M i s c .  1, 4 2 6 ,  A . 2d 

8 0 9 ,  8 1 4  ( C o m m .  P l e a s .  1 9 8 0 ) ;  In r e  Y e t ^ e r , 6 2  D. & C . 2 d  6 1 9 ,  6 2 3  

( P e n n .  C t y .  C t .  N o r t h a m p t o n  C t y .  1 9 7 2 ) .  I n  a d d i t i o n  o n e  f e d e r a l  

c o u r t  h a s  f o u n d  t h e  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  t r e a t m e n t  t o  b e  c o n s t i t u ­

t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  in a f e d e r a l  h o s p i t a l  f a c i l i t y .  S e e  T u n e  v. 

W a l t e r  R e e d  A r m y  M e d i c a l  H o s p i t a l , 6 0 2  F . S u p p .  1 4 5 2 ,  1 4 5 4 - 5 6  

( D . D . C .  1 9 8 5 ) ( r e l y i n g  in p a r t  o n  s t a t e  c a s e s  c i t e d  a b o v e ) .

T h e  a r g u m e n t  t h a t  t h e  - i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  l i f e  s u s t a i n i n g  

t r e a t m e n t  is a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  o n e ,  r e s t s  u p o n  s e v e r a l  l i n e s  o f  

c l e a r  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  p r e c e d e n t .  F i r s t ,  i n  R o e  v. W a d e , 

t h e  C o u r t  " p r o c e e d e d  u p o n  t h e  p r e m i s e  t h a t  [ t h e  r i g h t  t o  p r i v a c y  

g i v e s ]  a c o m p e t e n t  a d u l t  . . . [ t h e ]  p a r a m o u n t  r i g h t  to  c o n t r o l  t h e  

d i s p o s i t i o n  t o  b e  m a d e  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  o w n  b o d y ,  a b s e n t  a 

c o m p e l l i n g  c o u n t e r v a i l i n g  g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t e r e s t . . . "  T u n e , 6 0 2  

F . S u p p .  a t  1 4 5 4 .  S e c o n d ,  s e v e r a l  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  c a s e s  in  o t h e r  

c o n t e x t s  h a v e  n o t e d  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  

" l i b e r t y  f r o m  b o d i l y  r e s t r a i n t , "  Y o u n q b e r q  v. R o m e o , 4 5 7  U . S .

3 0 7 ,  3 1 6  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  f r e e d o m  f r o m  " u n j u s t i f i e d  i n t r u s i o n  o n  p e r s o n a l  
s e c u r i t y , "  V i t e k  v. J o n e s , 4 4 5  U . S .  4 8 0 ,  4 9 2  ( 1 9 8 0 ) ( q u o t a t i o n  

o m i t t e d )  a n d  t h e  r i g h t  n o t  t o  b e  s u b j e c t e d  t o  i n v a s i v e  m e d i c a l  

p r o c e d u r e s  i n  s e a r c h  o f  e v i d e n c e  i n  a c r i m i n a l  c a s e  a b s e n t  a 

c o m p e l l i n g  s t a t e  r e a s o n ,  s e e  W i n s t o n  v. L e e ,  4 7 0  U . S .  , 84

L. E d . 2 d  6 6 2  ( 1 9 8 5 ) .

F i n a l l y ,  s e v e r a l  c o u r t s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  m e n t a l  p a t i e n t s  h a v e  

a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  t o  r e f u s e  a n t i p s y c h o t i c  d r u g s  o n  t h e s e  a n d  

o t h e r  g r o u n d s .  S e e , e . g . , R o g e r s  v.  O k i n , 6 3 4  F . 2 d  6 5 0  ( 1 s t  C i r .  

1 9 8 0 ) ,  v a c a t e d  a n d  r e m a n d e d  o n  o t h e r  g r o u n d s  s u b ,  n o m . , M i l l s  v.  

R o g e r s , 4 5 7  U . S .  2 9 1  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  o n  r e m a n d , 7 3 8  F . 2 d  1 ( 1 s t  C i r .

1 9 8 4 ) ;  R e n n i e  v. K l e i n , 6 5 3  F . 2 d  8 3 6 ,  v a c a t e d  a n d  r e m a n d e d  f o r  
f u r t h e r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n T  4 58  U . S .  1 1 1 9  ( 1 9 8 2 ) ,  o n  r e m a n d , 7 2 0  F . 2 d  

2 6 6  (3d C i r .  1 9 8 3 ) ( e n  b a n c ) ;  B e e  v. G r e a v e s ,  7 4 4  F . 2 d  1 3 8 7  ( 1 0 t h  

C i r .  1 9 8 4 ) .

I n  s u m ,  t h e r e  a r e  s t r o n g  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  t h e  r i g h t  to  r e f u s e  

l i f e  s u s t a i n i n g  t r e a t m e n t  is c o n s t i t u t i o n a l l y  p r o t e c t e d  a g a i n s t  

g o v e r n m e n t a l  i n t r u s i o n  a n d  t h a t  it m a y  n o t  b e  i n f r i n q e d  b y  s t a t e  

l e g i s l a t i o n  a b s e n t  a c o m p e l l i n g  s t a t e  i n t e r e s t ,  w h i c h  t h e  p r e ­

v i a b i l i t y  p r e s e r v a t i o n  of  o o t e n t i a l  l i f e  c l e a r l y  is n o t  u n d e r  R o e  
v. W a d e .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  e v e n  in t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  h e i g h t e n e d  c o n s t i -

* T h e s e  c a s e s  a p p e a r  t o  r e l y  o n  f e d e r a l  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  l a w  w i t h  

t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  B a r t l i n a  a n d  C o l y e r  w h i c h  r e l y  o n  b o t h  f e d e r a l  
a n d  s t a t e  c o n s t i t u t i o n s .
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t u t i o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n ,  an a r g u m e n t  c a n  be m a d e  that in l i g h t  o£
Ro e  v. V7ade the p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  is i r r a t i o n a l  in m a n y  
s i t u a t i o n s . In A l a s k a  and e l s e w h e r e ,  a w o m a n  has a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  to d e c i d e  to t e r m i n a t e  h e r  p r e g n a n c y  a t  a n y  
ti m e  p r i o r  to the p o i n t  of f e t a l  v i a b i l i t y  as w e l l  as to d o  so 

p o s t - v i a b i l i t y  if it w o u l d  p r e s e r v e  h e r  life or  h e a l t h .  T h u s  in 
m a n y  s i t u a t i o n s ,  p r e g n a n t  w o m e n  in A l a s k a  w i l l  ha v e  a 

c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  to d e c i d e  to t e r m i n a t e  f e t a l  life e n t i r e l y  
by a b o r t i n g  b u t  a s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n  a g a i n s t  j e o p a r d i z i n g  
f e t a l  l i f e  by  d e c l i n i n g  c e r t a i n  m e d i c a l  care.

In t h e s e  c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  o n l y  the f o r t u i t o u s  a b s e n c e  of the 
w o m a n ' s  c o m p e t e n c e  to g i v e  i n f o r m e d  c o n s e n t  w i l l  p r e c l u d e  her 
f r o m  c i r c u m v e n t i n g  the A l a s k a  a m e n d m e n t  by  o b t a i n i n g  an 
a b o r t i o n .  In s h o r t ,  a c o m a t o s e  w o m a n  in h e r  f i r s t  or s e c o n d  
t r i m e s t e r  of p r e g n a n c y  c o u l d  be c o m p e l l e d  to e n d u r e  p a i n f u l  l i f e  
p r o l o n g i n g  t r e a t m e n t  d e s p i t e  h e r  " l i v i n g  w i l l "  to the c o n t r a r y ,  
s o l e l y  to p e r p e t u a t e  the l i f e  of h e r  fetus. T h i s  w o u l d  be so 
e v e n  t h o u g h  a n y  m e n t a l l y  c o m p e t e n t  w o m a n  s i m i l a r l y  s i t u a t e d  w o u l d  
h a v e  a c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t  to a b o r t  first, t h e r e b y  e n a b l i n g  h e r  
to c h o o s e  not to e n d u r e  the p a i n ,  d i s c o m f o r t ,  a n d  d e g r a d a t i o n  of 
s u c h  t r e a t m e n t .  If a p r e g n a n t  w o m a n ' s  r i g h t  of p e r s o n a l  c h o i c e  
r e g a r d i n g  h e r  b o d y  s u p e r c e d e s  a s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  in p o t e n t i a l  
l i f e  p r e - v i a b i l i t y ,  then it s h o u l d  d o  so in all c i r c u m s t a n c e s .
^ h e  s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  in f e t a l  life s h o u l d  not b e c o m e  m o r e  
i m p o r t a n t  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  the p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  is t e r m i n a l l y  ill.

As to the a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  the p r o p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t  in the t h i r d  
t r i m e s t e r  c o n t e x t ,  a l t h o u g h  the p r e g n a n t  w o m a n  m a y  ha v e  no r i g h t  
to a b o r t ,  she m a y  r e t a i n  h e r  r i g h t  o f  b o d i l y  i n t e g r i t y  so as to 
p e r m i t  h e r  to r e s i s t  i n v a s i v e  a n d  p e r h a p s  e v e n  n o n - i n v a s i v e  
m e d i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  e v e n  t h o u g h  the s t a t e ' s  i n t e r e s t  in p r o t e c t i n g  

f e t a l  l i f e  m a y  t h e n  be c o m p e l l i n g .  No c o u r t  h a s  p a s s e d  u p o n  this 
q u e s t i o n .

I h o p e  I h a v e  been of s o m e  h e l p .  K e e p  us p o s ted.

S i n c e r e l y  yours,

R a c h a e l  Pine

S t a f f  A t t o r n e y
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S e n a t o r  R i c h a r d  E l i a s o n  

A l ~ ~ k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  

P . O .  B o x  V  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  E l i a s o n :

T h e  A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  L o b b y  w o u l d  l i k e  to  t h a n k  y o u  

f o r  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  S B  1 4 0 .  W e  s u p p o r t  t h i s  

i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  i n t e n d e d  

t o  a l l o w  p e r s o n s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  t h e  r i g h t  t o  m a k e  

d e c i s i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e i r  o w n  d e a t h  s h o u l d  t h e y  
b e c o m e  t e r m i n a l l y  i l l .

W e  a r e  v e r y  m u c h  o p p o s e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  s e c . 1 8 . 1 2 . 0 4 0 (c) 

w h i c h  w a s  a m e n d e d  o n  t h e  H o u s e  f l o o r  t o  i n v a l i d a t e  

t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  a q u a l i f i e d  p a t i e n t  i f  t h a t  

p a t i e n t  i s  f o u n d  to b e  p r e g n a n t  a n d  t h e  f e t u s  i s  a l i v e .  
W e  b e l i e v e  t h i s  a m e n d m e n t  c a u s e s  e q u a l  p r o t e c t i o n  

p r o b l e m s  a s  t h e  d e c l a r a t i o n s  o f  w o m e n  w i l l  b e  t r e a t e d  
d i f f e r e n t l y  t h a n  t h o s e  o f  m e n .

S i n c e  a c o n f e r e n c e  c o m m i t t e e  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  o n  S B  1 4 0  

w e  t h o u g h t  t h i s  w o u l d  b e  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t i m e  to  e x p r e s s  

o u r  o b j e c t i o n  t o  t h e  H o u s e  a m e n d e d  l a n g u a g e .  W e  w o u l d  

s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  d e l e t i o n  o f  s e c .  1 8 . 1 2 . 0 4 0 ( c ) .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S h e r r i e  G o l l  

A l a s k a  W o m e n ' s  L o b b y
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Susan R, Clark 
Chair, Comm i t tee on Women 
110? C S t r e e t  
Juneau, AK 9°801

Members of the Conf e r e n c e
Committee -for SB 140 

Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch W
Juneau, AK ?9S11

May 4, 1926

Dear Committee Members,

The Alaska Division o f AAUW believes in a woman's right of 
individual choice in the determination o-f her reproduct i ve li-fe. 
Ammendments that have been added to S3 140 take away that freedom of 
choice, and mandate that all pregnancies in w o m e n  impacted under this 
bill must be carried to term. We believe that a woman should be 
given the cppor tun i ty, when filling out the r i gh t-tc-d i e form;, to 
sp ec i f y her intent sh c-u i d s n e be p r e qn an t at the time her dec - ar a t i on 
is considered.

JLLn c e r e 1 y ,

Susan R. Clark
Ch air. Commi11 ee on Wome n
A1aska Di vi si on of AAUW




