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*' A L A S K A  C O U R T  S Y S T E M

F I S C A L  N O T E

SB 153

/ / £
T h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  a 10 p e r c e n t  r e d u c t i o n  in t r a f f i c  b a i l  or f i n e  
a m o u n t s  for m o v i n g  v i o l a t i o n s ,  if a l l  p e r s o n s  in the. v e h i c l e  are 
w e a r i n g  s e a t b e l t s  at the t i m e  of c o m m i t t i n g  the i n f r a c t i o n .  T h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  r e d u c e  f i n e  a n d  f o r f e i t u r e  r e v e n u e s  to the st a t e .

i

To e s t i m a t e  f i s c a l  impa c t ,  t h e  C o u r t  o b t a i n e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  the 
A l a s k a  S e a t b e l t  U s e  C o a l i t i o n  o n  s e a t b e l t  u t i l i z a t i o n .  T h e  C o a l i t i o n ' s  
s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 5 %  of A n c h o r a g e  d r i v e r s  a n d  39% 
of F a i r b a n k s  d r i v e r s  w e a r  s e a t b e l t s  or a s i m p l e  avc-tage of 37% f o r  
b o t h  ar e a s .  I n f o r m a t i o n  is n o t  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  o t h e r  a r e a s  of the s t a t e  
or for p a s s e n g e r  s e a t b e l t  us a g e .  F o r  e s t i m a t i n g  the i m p a c t  of t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n  o n  r e v e n u e s ,  it is a s s u m e d  t h a t  d r i v e r  a n d  p a s s e n g e r  
s e a t b e l t  u t i l i z a t i o n  w i l l  a v e r a g e  3 7 %  f o r  t h e  e n t i r e  state.

T h e  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  is e s t i m a t e d  as f o l l o w s .

E s t i m a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  r e v e n u e s  f r o m
m o v i n g  v i o l a t i o n s  $ 5 2 0 , 0 0 0

E s t i m a t e d  p e r c e n t a g e  of s e a t b e l t  u s a g e  37%

E s t i m a t e d  s t a t e w i d e  r e v e n u e s  f o r  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n s
i n v o l v i n g  d r i v e r s  a n d  p a s s e n g e r s  u s i n g  s e a t b e l t s  1 9 2 , 4 0 0

B a i l  or f i n e  r e d u c t i o n  p e r c e n t a g e  f o r  s e a t b e l t  use 10%

E s t i m L c e d  r e d u c t i o n  in s t a t e w i d e  t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  
r e v e n u e s $ 1 9 , 2 4 0
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S B  153 A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p e n a l t y  i m p o s e d  f o r  c e r t a i n  
t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e s  b y  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p .

S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s  b y  S e n a t o r  F a h r e n k a m p ' s  o f f i c e  4 / 2 7 / 8 7

S e c t i o n  1. A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 1 5 1 ( b )  F o r m  a n d  I s s u a n c e  of C i t a t i o n  

A m e n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  p r o p o s e d  S e c t i o n  2 of  t h e  bill.

S e c t i o n  2. A S  2 8 . 4 0 . 0 5 0  P e n a l t y  for-..violations o f  law, 
r e g u l a t i o n s ,  a n d  m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e s .

A d d s  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  (f) w h i c h  w o u l d  g i v e  a 10% r e d u c t i o n  in 
t h e  a m o u n t  of a b a i l  o r  f i n e  if t h e  d r i v e r  a n d  a n y  p a s s e n g e r s  
w e r e  w e a r i n g  s e a t b e l t s  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  a c o m m i s s i o n  o f  a m o v i n g  
t r a f f i c  v i o l a t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  
a s c h e d u l e d  a m o u n t  of  b ail.

E x a m p l e s  o f  s u c h  i n f r a c t i o n s  a r e  s p e e d i n g ,  r u n n i n g  a s t o p  s i g n  
o r  r e d  light, o r  e q u i p m e n t  v i o l a t i o n s ,  i.e. i n f r a c t i o n s  t h a t  
d o  n o t  c a r r y  j a i l  time. It  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  t o  i n f r a c t i o n s  
r e q u i r i n g  c o u r t  a p p e a r a n c e s ,  m i s d i m e a n o r s ,  o r  f e l o n i e s ,  s u c h  
as d r i v i n g  w h i l e  i n t o x i c a t e d ,  r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g ,  o r  n e g l i g e n t  
h o m i c i d e .

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  a p p l y  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  f o r  w h i c h  
t h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  h a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  jjail f o r  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  
m u n i c i p a l  o r d i n a n c e s .



^laska (Eourt S y s t e m

<§tate of (Alaska

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATIVE DIRECTOR

KARLA L. FORSYTHE 303 K S,reo1
STAFF COUNSEL Anchcrage, Alaska 99501 (907) 264-8228

March 18, 1987

Senator B ettye  Fahrenkam p
Alaska State Legislature - <

P. Q . Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Fahrenkam p:

I am w rit in g  to brin g  to y o u r  attention some court system concerns relating to 
Senate Bill 153, an act re lating to the pe na lty  imposed fo r  certain tra ff ic  
o ffenses. T h is  bill would re q u ire  the supreme court to issue a revised bail 
schedule incorporating a ten percent reduction in the amount o f  bail i f  a person 
and passengers in a car were wearing seatbelts at the time the in fractio n  was 
committed.

T h e bill appears on its face to a p p ly  o n ly  to in fra c tio n s . However, vehicle and 
tra ff ic  offenses which the supreme court has listed on the bail schedule include 
some misdemeanors as w ell. These pro vis ion s  could be covered by the statute  
by. amending lines 20 and 25 to change the word " infraction" to the word 
"o ffe n se ."

It would also be helpful i f  the legislation could c la r ify  w hether this legislation 
applies on ly  to offenses u n d e r state law, or whether it applies to offenses 
u n d e r municipal ordinances as well.

V/ith regard to the overall impact o f  th is  leg islation, it appears th a t the greatest 
impact would be on enforcem ent o ff ic e rs , who would be re q u ire d  to determine 
whether the d r iv e r  and passengers are wearing seatbelts, to write down the 
correct bail amount, and to appear in co urt to te s t ify  at a hearing i f  a person 
requested a court appearance to question the amount of bail. A n y  impact on 
court procedures could be absorbed with e x is t in g  resources. T h e court 
system's fiscal notes is based solely on the anticipated revenue red uction.

I



Senator B eU ye Fahrenkamp 
March 18, 1987 
Page Two

I hope this inform ation is h e lp fu l.  Please let me know i f  you have additional 
questions.

S in c e re ly ,

Karla L. F orsythe  
S ta f f  Counsel

KLF :bs

cc: Senator Mitchell A bood, C h a ir ,  State A ffa ir s
Senator Jay K e rttu la , C h a ir ,  Senate J u d ic ia ry  Committee. 
A r th u r  H . Snowden, I I ,  A d m in is tra tiv e  D irector 
Robert G . F ish e r, Fiscal. O ffice r

3 /1 1 /8 7 -
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PosI+Ion Paper 

House Bill No. 158^/^/3 / T j

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the penalty Imposed for certain 
traff Ic offenses.11

This Act would amend AS 28.05.151(b) to allow a ten percent (10$) reduction 
In the fine or ball that would otherwise be applicable for a moving traffic 
violation If the driver and passengers are wearing their seatbelts at the 
time of the offense.

Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death, Injury and long-term 
disability. They are the leading cause of death to persons between 1 and 
35 years of age. For teenagers, car crash fatalities outnumber the next 
five causes of death combined. Numerous studies have shown that seat 
belts and other vehicle safety restraints substantially reduce the like­
lihood of death or Injury to motor vehicle occupants Involved In crashes. 
Efforts to educate the public aboutrthe benefits of seatbelts have failed 
to convince the majority of vehIcie occupants to use their safety belts.

This act would provide an Incentive for some Individuals to wear their 
seat belts by reducing the fine or ball Imposed for a traffic violation.
The Department does not believe that such a law would have as much of a 
measurable impact on motor vehicle deaths and Injuries, as would legisla­
tion requiring mandatory safety belt use.

PosIt Ion

The Department believes that the use of seatbelts can greatly reduce the 
number of deaths and Injuries from motor vehicle crashes. The Intent of 
this act Is to encourage such use, but will probably have a minimal 
Impact. The Department's position Is neutral on this legislation.

Recommended by:

Date:

ET fza£?th 
Director 
Division of Public Health

Z f
v

Approved by.*.
Myra M.^Munson, Commissioner 
Department of Health and 
Social Services

Date: £ 2 ,  M X * !.
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Major Walter J. Gilmour 

Acting Director 

Alaska State Troopers

Provides an incentive for seatbelt use by motorists.

This bill may be an incentive for persons to wea r seatbelts.

Violators are given reduced fines provided they and their passengers are

wearing seat belts when contacted by the citi.ig officer.

The citing officer would have to be very alert to know if the

occupants were actually utilizing seat belts cr simply put them on when

they realized they were being stopped for the violation.

This may confuse some people who mail in bail. They m ay  not d is­

count the 10% when deserved while ethers may discount the 10% when they

in fact were not wearing belts. (The. issue ma y be in dispute).

The bill may encourage more people to wear  belts.

The bill will reduce the amount of funds generated by fines.

The bill may put additional burden on the court and the Troopers. 

The Court may have to issue a warrant for an individual if there is a

dispute as a result of the 10% discount. The Alaska State Troopers would
be required to serve these warrants.

The Department of Public Safety is neutral on this legislation.

William R. [fix 

Acting Commissioner




