


STATE OF ALASKA 
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

REQUEST: _______________

V E R S I O N : C S H E 3 3 2  

cu d a t e  • K O U o E  2 / 1 5 / 8 8

No. 1

BILL 

PUBLISH DATE:

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Dale:________________________ _

Tide: rplating tn the reporting

of burn injuries._____________________
Sponsor: Ro d . Koponen_________________
Requestor:______________________________

Agency Affected: Public Safety 
B R U : Fire Prevention_______

Components :.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars!

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES n 0 0 0 0
TRAVEL n n .0 0 0
CONTRACTUAL 3 1 ? q . . . . .. -3.1 3_ ? 3 A
SUPPLIES n fi n 6 n.fi n 6 n.fi
EQUIPMENT .3.6 n o 0 0 .

LAND &. STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS I

TOTAL OPERATING 7.1 3.4 3.7 3.8 4.0

CAPITAL 0 i 0 0 0 0 !

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

7.1 3.4 3.7 3.8 4.0

.. 7, I 3.4 3. / 3.8 4.0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

See Attachment.

Prepared by: Gordon E. Brunton 

Division: Fire Prevention /

Approved by Commissioner.  ___
Agency:______Public Sarety

. f̂ Tfc (? J 7
S a f e t v  ^

Phone:. 

Date: _

465-4331
'1/15/88

Date:

Distribution (by preparer): 

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) of



Alaska State Legislature
Representative Niilo Koponen

Pouch V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

(907) 465-4992
542 4th Avenue, Suite C 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907) 456-8161

POSITION PAPER

CSHB 332 (HESS) "An Act relating to the reporting of certain injuries."

According to the Alaska State Fire Marshall's Press release of December 31, 
1987, Alaska arson costs ran "conservatively over seven million dollars" in 
1986. HB 332 is modeled after arson legislation enacted in New York State 

and Massachusetts. Five states have b u m  injury reporting requirements in 
statute and eleven states have pending or recently enacted b u m  injury 
reporting systems.

According to New York State Field Representative for Arson Technical 
Assistance in the Office of Fire Prevention and Control, in 1987 their b u m  
injury reporting system program was responsible for 15 arson arrest cases 
and 10 other cases involving child abuse. The Department of Health and the 
Office of Fire Prevention and Control have been working on b u m  prevention 
programs which target certain age groups. Under New York law it is a 
misdemeanor for not reporting an injury.

Massachusetts official, Jennifer Mietch, states that Massachusetts is 
tracking one arson a month through their reporting system. Ms. Mietch 
also states that "our reporting system has been running well - how can you 
fight it if you can't identify it?!"

CSHB332 (HESS) would require health care professionals attending persons 
with b u m s  of over five percent of the body with second or third degree 
b u m s ,  or b u m s  to the upper respiratory tract or laryngeal edema due to the 

inhalation of super-heated air, to make an oral report to the Department of 
Public Safety, a local law enforcement agency, or a village public safety 
officer, and to file out a brief checkoff form, supplied by the Department 
of Public Safety, within three working days.

During the first hearing on this bill the Department of Public Safety 

requested that a requirement for an oral report of gunshot and stab wounds 

be added to this legis] cion. CSHB 332 (HESS) incorporates this suggestion.

This legislation will help uncover criminal activity and enable public 
safety personnel to enforce the law.
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H o n o r a b l e  N i i l o  K o p o n e n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  

P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

Re: C S H B  3 2 2  —  r e p o r t i n g  o f  b u r n
i n j u r i e s

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n :

A t  y o u r  r e q u e s t ,  I h a v e  r e v i e w e d  C S H B  322 (HESS) an. 
T h e  b i l l  r e q u i r e s  p h y s i c i a n s ,  n u r s e s ,  p a r a m e d i c s ,  h o s p i t a l  s t a f f ,  
a n d  o t h e r  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o v i d e r s  t o  r e p o r t  t o  t h e  p o l i c e  t h e i r  

t r e a t m e n t  o f  p e r s o n s  s u f f e r i n g  f r o m  g u n s h o t  w o u n d s ,  
n o n - a c c i d e n t a l  s t a b  w o u n d s ,  c e r t a i n  t y p e s  o f  b u r n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  

n o n - a c c i d e n t a l  s e r i o u s  i n j u r i e s .  ,n TKjj. (jo ^ L  o \ r  ioufirO es

A n  o r a l  t r a n s m i s s i o n } ^ o f  t h e  r e p o r t  m u s t  b e  mades. 
p r o m p t l y  t o  a s t a t e  t r o o p e r ,  l o c a l  p o l i c e  d e p a r t m e n t ,  o r  a l o c a l  ' 

v i l l a g e  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r ,  a n d / t h i s  m u s t  b e  f o l l o w e d  b y  a w r i t t e n  
r e p o r t  w i t h i n  t h r e e  w o r k i n g  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  p e r s o n  is t r e a t e d .  

T h e  w r i t t e n  r e p o r t  m u s t  b e  o n  a f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  
o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

A l a s k a  is o n e  o f  t h e  v e r y  f e w  s t a t e s  i n  t h e  n a t i o n  
w h i c h  d o  n o t  r e q u i r e  a t r e a t i n g  p h y s i c i a n  t o  r e p o r t  g u n s h o t  o r  
s t a b  w o u n d s .  T h e  a b s e n c e  o f  s u c h  a r e q u i r e m e n t  u n d e r  c u r r e n t  l a w
m e a n s  t h a t  s o m e  s e r i o u s  a s s a u l t s  a r e  n e v e r  r e p o r t e d  t o  l a w
e n f o r c e m e n t  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  r e m o t e  v i l l a g e s  o r  
r u r a l  a r e a s  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  E v e n  i f  a s h o o t i n g  o r  s t a b b i n g  is 

e v e n t i a l l y  r e p o r t e d  to t h e  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  m a y  be 
h a m p e r e d  b y  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e  a n d  t h e  l o s s  o f  v a l u a b l e
e v i d e n c e .  C l e a r l y  a c c i d e n t a l  i n j u r i e s  a r e  e x c l u d e d  f r o m  t h e  l a w s
r e q u i r e m e n t s .

T h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t  is t w o - f o l d .
It w i l l  a l l o w  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  to t a k e  s t e p s  to p r o t e c t  t h e  v i c t i m  
o f  a c r i m e  w h o  m a y  b e  t o o  b a d l y  i n j u r e d  o r  t o o  f r i g h t e n e d  to 
r e p o r t  t h e  a s s a u l t .  It w i l l  a l s o  a l l o w  o f f i c e r s  t o  i m m e d i a t e l y  
i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  a p p a r e n t  c o m m i s s i o n  o f  a s e r i o u s  c r i m e ,  a n d  m a y  
a i d  in t h e  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  o f f e n d e r  a n d  t h e  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  the 
p u b l i c  f r o m  f u t u r e  h a r m .

C3i lh



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N i i l o  K o p o n e n A p r i l  22, 1 9 8 8  
P a g e  - 2 -

I n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  j u s t i f i e d  p u b l i c  c o n c e r n  a b o u t  t h e  
l e v e l  o f  v i o l e n t  c r i m e  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y ,  a n d  i n  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  

p u b l i c  s a f e t y  i n t e r e s t s  w h i c h  t h i s  r e p o r t i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t  w o u l d  
s e r v e ,  t h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a s s i s t  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  e f f o r t s  i n  t h i s  
a r e a .

V e r y  t r u l y  y o u r s ,

G R A C E  B E R G

S E J : j f - 6

cc: A r t h u r  H. P e t e r s o n
A s s i s t a n t  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l
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T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  to p r o m p t l y

m a k e  o r a l  r e p o r t s  o f  c a s e s  o f  s e r i o u s  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  a n d  g u n s h o t ,

k n i f e ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  w o u n d s  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  a 

l o c a l  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a g e n c y ,  o r  v i l l a g e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o f f i c e r .  

T h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  m u s t  a l s o ,  w i t h i n  t h r e e  w o r k i n g

d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  p e r s o n  is i n i t i a l l y  t r e a t e d ,  s u b m i t  a w r i t t e n

r e p o r t  o f  a l l  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  to t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y
o n  a f o r m  p r o v i d e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t .

T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a v a l u a b l e  t o o l  to a s s i s t  i n  t h e

a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  a r s o n i s t s ,  a n d  w o u l d  g i v e  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  F i r e

P r e v e n t i o n  a b e t t e r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  b u r n  i n j u r i e s  to a s s i s t  i n  
t h e i r  p r e v e n t i o n .

It w o u l d  a l s o  p r o v i d e  t i m e l y  n o t i c e  o f  i n j u r i e s  c a u s e d  b y  g u n s ,  

k n i v e s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  w e a p o n s ,  a n d  o t h e r  i n j u r i e s  l i k e l y  t o  c a u s e  

d e a t h ,  ( u n l e s s  c l e a r l y  a c c i d e n t a l ) ,  t h a t  m a y  n o t  o t h e r w i s e  c o m e  

to  t h e  e a r l y  ' a t t e n t i o n  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f f i c e r s .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t s  p a s s a g e  o f  
C S H 3  3 3 2  ( H E S S )  am.

ArtJiur E n g l i s h  

Camrpi s s i  o n e r
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FISCAL NOTE 

CSHB 332 (HESS) am

As sumpt i o n s :

An estimated 250 burn injuries jill be reported each 
y e a r .

A five percent inflation factor is used for subsequent 
y e a r s .

Personal Services. 100 hours per year, 

clerical and professional time for case

management and data control, for burn injuries. 30.0

T r a v e l . 0 . 0

Co n t r a c t u a l .

Printing 5. distribution of b u m  injury 

reporting forms to health care professionals 

(decrease 0.3 after first year) 1.0

Publication of periodic reports.

Supplies. Miscellaneous office supplies 

stationery, data storage media.

Equipment. Upgrade microcomputer hard drive/tape 

backup to increase data storage capacity 

(one-time c o s t ).

i o t a i s 5 .0
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H o n o r a b l e  N i i l o  K o p o n e n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  H o u s e  
P. 0. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 Q 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  K o p o n e n :

I b e l i e v e  H B 3 3 2  is i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  A l a s k a  
a n d  v i s i t o r s  t o  o u r  S t a t e ,

A s  a R e g i s t e r e d  N u r s e  f o r  t e n  y e a r s  a n d  a T h e r m a l  C a r e  N u r s e  f o r  s i x  
y e a r s ,  I h a v e  c a r e d  f o r  h u n d r e d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w i t h  t h e r m a l  
i n j u r i e s .  S o m e  o f  t h e s e  i n j u r i e s  h a v e  s t e m m e d  f r o m  q u e s t i o n a b l e  
( m a y b e  c r i m i n a l )  a c t i v i t i e s .

A c c u r a t e  r e p o r t i n g  o f  i n j u r i e s  a n d  t h e i r  c a u s e s  o r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  
s h o u l d  b e  d o c u m e n t e d  a n d  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  t o  a g e n c i e s  
s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h i s  i s s u e ,

I w o u l d  i n c l u d e  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  l i n e  25 - " o r  t o x i c  p r o d u c t s  ( p o i s o n o u s  
g a s e s )  o f  c o m b u s t i o n " .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S c o t t  S u l l i v a n ,  R . N .  
T h e r m a l  U n i t  

A s s t ,  U n i t  M a n a g e r




