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STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

40 0  WILLOUGHBY AVE. 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801 -1796  
PHONE: (9 07 ) 465-2400

J a n u a r y  14, 19 8 8

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  J o h n  S u n d  
C h a i r m a n ,  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  

S t a t e  H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  

P . O .  B o x  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S u n d :

S u b j e c t :  H B  3 2 7  r e l a t i n g  to p e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i n g
t h e  A l a s k a  h'istori • P r e s e r v a t i o n  Act.

B a c k g r o u n d

H B  327 i n c r e a s e s  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s  for a p p r o p r i a t i n g ,  
d e s t r o y i n g  o r  o t h e r w i s e  h a r m i n g  a n y  h i s t o r i c ,  p r e h i s t o r i c  o r  

a r c h e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  o f  t h e  s t ate. H B  3 2 7  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  

v i o l a t i o n s  w i l l  b e  a C l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  p r o v i d e s  f o r  a 
c i v i l  p e n a l t y  o f  u p  t o  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

I n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  a c i v i l  p e n a l t y  w i l l  p r o v i d e  a s u b s t a n t i a l  

m o n e t a r y  d e t e r r e n t  w h i c h  d o e s  n o t  e x i s t  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  law, 
as a r c h e o l o g i c a l  a r t i f a c t s  a n d  i t e m s  s u c h  a s  h i s t o r i c  
a i r c r a f t  p a r t s  o f t e n  h a v e  s u b s t a n t i a l  m o n e t a r y  v a l u e .

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s  s u p p o r t s  H B  3 2 7  a n d  

r e c o m m e n d s  i t s  p a s s a g e  o u t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e .

c e r e l y ,

u d i t h  M. B r a d y  

C o m m i s s i o n e r

cc: R o d  S w o p e 1
B o b  E v a n s  

B i l l  S p o n s o r s  
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w



Alaska State Legislature S86t L HdV

Representative Mike Davis District 19
P.O. Box V Interim Office:
Juneau, A laska 99811 P.O. Box 81435
(907) 456-4930/4941 Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

(907) 456-8161

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: M e m b e r s  o f  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

F R O M :  R e p .  M i k e  D a v i s

DATE: A p r i l  7, 1 9 8 8

RE: H B  327: A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i n g
t h e  A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c a l  P r e s e r v a t i o n  a c t ;  a n d  
p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e .

T h e  A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  p r o t e c t s  h i s t o r i c ,  
p r e h i s t o r i c  a n d  a r c h e o l o g i c a l  r e s o u r c e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  d e p o s i t s ,  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  r u i n s ,  s i t e s ,  b u i l d i n g s ,  g r a v e s ,  a r t i f a c t s ,  
f o s s i l s ,  o r  o t h e r  o b j e c t s  o f  a n t i q u i t y  w h i c h  p r o v i d e  
i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  o r  p r e h i s t o r i c a l  
c u l t u r e  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s t a t e d  

n a t u r a l  h i s t o r y .  T h i s  p r o t e c t i o n  e x i s t s  o n l y  o n  s t a t e  l a n d .  
T h e  a c t  d o e s  n o t  p e r t a i n  t o  f e d e r a l  o r  p r i v a t e  l a n d .  H B  3 2 7  
p r o v i d e s  a  h i g h e r  l e v e l  o f  p r o t e c t i o n  f o r  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s o u r c e s  
b y  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  act.

A l a s k a  h a s  a n  u n u s u a l l y  r i c h  a n d  l a r g e l y  u n d i s t u r b e d  
r e s e r v e  o f  h i s t o r i c  o b j e c t s .  T h e s e  r e s o u r c e s  a r e  o f t e n  s o u g h t  

b y  c o l l e c t o r s  u n d e t e r r e d  b y  c u r r e n t  p e n a l t i e s  o r  t h e  n e e d  t o  

p r e s e r v e  t h e s e  o b j e c t s  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  g o o d .  I t  i s  n o  
e x a g g e r a t i o n  t h a t  i v o r y  a n d  b o n e  t o o l s  u s e d  b y  E s k i m o s ,  g r e a t  
w o o d  c a r v i n g s  o f  t h e  T l i n g i t s ,  d i n o s a u r  b o n e s  f o u n d  o n  t h e  

N o r t h  S l o p e  a n d  W o r l d  W a r  I I  r e l i c s  s t r e w n  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  
a n d  a c r o s s  t h e  A l e u t i a n s  a r e  p r i c e l e s s .

C u r r e n t  l a w  p r o v i d e s  p e n a l t i e s  o f  a $ 1 , 0 0 0  f i n e ,  s i x  
m o n t h s  i m p r i s o n m e n t  o r  b o t h  f o r  v i o l a t i n g  t h e  a c t — p e n a l t i e s  
i n a d e q u a t e  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  s t a t e ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  r e s o u r c e s .  H B  
3 2 7  w o u l d  i n c r e a s e  t h e  c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n  o f  
e x i s t i n g  l a w  t o  t h o s e  o f  a C l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r ,  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a 
$ 5 , 0 0 0  f i n e ,  o n e  y e a r  i m p r i s o n m e n t ,  a n d  a d d s  c i v i l  p e n a l t i e s  
o f  u p  t o  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

P a s s a g e  o f  H B  3 2 7  w o u l d  p r o v i d e  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d e t e r r e n t  
a g a i n s t  u n a u t h o r i z e d  d e s t r u c t i o n  o r  t h e f t  o f  h i s t o r i c  o b j e c t s  

p r o t e c t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  H i s t o r i c  P r e s e r v a t i o n  A c t  o n  s t a t e  
l a n d s  a n d  w o u l d  h e i g h t e n  a w a r e n e s s  a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  a n d  v i s i t o r s  
o f  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h e s e  u n i q u e  a n d  d i v e r s e  r e s o u r c e s .



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation

TO: Tan Moyer
Legislative Aide 
Representative Davis' Office 

Alaska State Legislature

FROM: Judith E. Bittner REF: Changes to
Chief, Office of History & Archaeology ACC.11.16 APR 2 .4.
Department of Natural Resources

The Alaska Historic Preservation Act, (AS 41.35.010) formulates as state law 
the preservation and protection of Alaska's historic, prehistoric and 
archaeological resources from loss, desecration and destruction. Title 11, 
Chapter 16 of the Alaska Administrative Code, establishes implementing 
regulations to deal with jurisdiction, title to collected items, the permit­
ting process, reports, etc. related to these resources.

It is unlawful for a  person to appropriate, excavate, renave, injure, or 
destroy without a permit frcm the Commissioner, any historic, prehistoric or 
archaeological resources of the state. There is, quite properly, a broad 
definition given to "historic, prehistoric and archaeological resources" 
under 41.35.230 ("deposits, structures, ruins, sites, buildings, graves, 
artifacts, fossils, or other objects of antiquity which provide information 
pertaining to the historical or prehistorical culture of people in ths state 
as well as to the natural history of the state.") Penalties are establis­

hed under Section 41.35.200 for possessing, selling, buying or transporting 
within the state, or offering to sell, buy or transport within the state, 
historic, prehistoric or archaeological resources taken or acquired in 
violation of this section. Violators are guilty of a misdemeanor and, upon 
conviction, are punishahle by a fine of $1,000, or by imprisionment for not 
more than s_x months, or by both. (AS 41.35.210)

I am certain that aircraft and parts thereof are adequately covered under AS 
41.35o230. Alaskan historic aircraft have been accorded recognition as 
historic artifacts and/or objects of antiquity by the Governor's Historic 
Sites Advisory Canmittee (established under AS 41.35.110) in nominations to 
the National Register of Historic Places and by award of grants to recover 
rare, endangered aircraft. I would suggest that changes should not be made 

to Section 11.16.110, a portion of the implementing regulations that define 
administrative responsibility for historic sites as., being_within_the_ Divi- 

_ s i o n _ o f  Parks_ andJ)ut<i)_or_Recreation.. '"Any changes in State law should,' ; 
more appropriately, be made to AS 41.35.200. Mr. .Long's efforts are in the 
right direction; as State Historic Preservation Officer I would support 
efforts-to increase the penalty for _violation of- 41.35*200 fraa.a misdemea- : 
nor to a felony....

{■DYER. REP
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We are losing part of our aviation 
and state heritage. A rtifacts of 
Alaska's aviation history are con­
tinually scavenged by Outside pri­
vate interests. It's unfortunate, but 
av ia tion  a rtifac ts have become 
something of value.

Three public, nonprofit organiza­
tions are concerned with keeping 
Alaska's aviation heritage in Alas­
ka. They are the Museum of Alaska 
T ranspo rta tion  and Industry in 
P a lm e r, The A lask?" H istorical 
A ircraft Society in Anc.iorage, and 
the In te r io r and A rctic A laska 
Aeronautical Foundation in F a ir­
banks.

Other organizations also are con­
cerned with recovery of historic 
a irc ra ft, but their efforts arc struc­
tured to private use or gain.

The United States Historical A ir­
cra ft Preservation Museum, with 
Pau l A. Fox as president, has inter­
fe re d  con s id e rab ly  with o ther 
legitimate recovery and preserva­
tion efforts.

Fox issued public notices.claim- 
ing ownership to all downed'milit­
a ry  a irc ra ft that were no longer 
claimed by the m ilitary. He then 
issued  th re a ts  o f leg a l ac tion  
against any other organization that 
tried to salvage these aircraft. The 
notice was published the the West­
ern F lye r, a Tacoma. Wash., avia­
tion newspaper.

Fox's claim  was denied by The 
U.S. Department of the Interior, 
which wrote, "We have reviewed 
those public notices arid find them 
legally insufficient to establish any 
claim  of ownership to the downed 
airc ra ft. Under any interpretation 
of applicable law. mere publication 
of claimed ownership is not su ffi­
cient to estab lish ownership of 
downed aircraft. Consequently, wc 
a re  o f the opinion that pub lic 
notices may simply be ignored as 
ieg 'lly innocuous.”

Tuc problems have not stopped 
with the Department of Interior's 
decision. Seven Curtis P-40 crash 
sib' have been scavenged in recent 
m i-'tbs: the Nome site was alleged­
ly picked over by a member of 
Fox's organization.

The P-40 is a World War II fighter 
that was staged in Alaska during 
tile war years. Like most WWII 
fig lders. the P-4H is a rare airplane, 
win th about S4iMU)O0 in flying condi­
tion The destination of its roeo- 
v e il’d parts is Texas, not Alaska.

Site locations include federal. 
Native lands anil laud still in i(ik -s. 
ti'i:. Alaska's >lair |)i-parinivot >•(
\  i! Its - .o r . . *  and the I' S

Everett Long

“ We are investigating (the theft 
or trespass) because two wrecks 
were on federal land .”  said La rry  
Hood, an agent with the USFWS. 
The fine is S250 to S500. A wrecked 
P-40 is worth over S 100.000.

“ It ’s a big question o f ownership 
after the fines have been paid." 
Hood said. The state and the three 
legitimate aircraft museum orga­
nizations are trying to have the P-10' 
seized and kept in A laska. There; 
are enough parts to make three •’ 
complete restored a irc ra ft. They! 
would become p a r t  o f the a i r j  
museum displays in Fa irbanks.} 
Palmer, and Anchorage. i

Paul Chattey. who represents the j 
Department o f Natural Resources’ J 
Office of History and Archeology, is • 
among those who'd like to see more ! 
cooperation among the various pre- 
servation groups. J

"We arc concerned with aircraft i 
that are covered by the Alaska His­
toric Preservation Act." Chattey I 
said. “ But that only applies to a ir - ! 
craft on state land. At the moment J 
we need the cooperation o f ' a l l ; 
g rou p s . lik e  the IA A A F . the ■ 
museum in Palmer, and the A las-! 
kan Historical A ircraft Society, j I 
• "Our position is this: I f those P-4ti; 
parts arc seized, they would be < 
moved to storage at Pa lm er—and j 
used for all A laskans." j  I

The Pa lm er museum has con-1 
tactcd U.S. Sen. Ted Stevens for J 
help in seizing and keeping these • 
aircraft in Alaska. The IAAAF and ! 
the AHAS support these efforts;, J 
and encourage people to express ] 
their views to Sen. Stevens. Loca l-1 
ly. Rep. Mike Davis also is working : 
to assist the effort.

It looks grim concerning saving 
the P-40s. Most of the salvaged ; 
parts are presently stored at Un- * 
alaska and Unmak Island . This ' 
"Gold Rush”  on irreplaceable his- ! 
lorie aircraft has got to ho slopped. 1 
If not stopped, limbing will remain 
tor ediicaliun.il and exhibit value :
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H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t o r  
147 R u s s e l l  O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C .  2 0 5 1 0

1 1 / 1 4 / 8 5

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s ,

W e  n e e d  y o u r  h e l p ! ! !  We h a v e  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e  St a t e  
o f  A l a s k a  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r y  a n d  A r c h e o l o g y ,  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  
O f f i c e ,  T h e  A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  a n d  a v i a t i o n  h i s t o r i c a l  

g r o u p s  a c r o s s  A l a s k a  to f o r m u l a t e  a ̂ d e x p i d i t e  a r a t i o n a l  

p l a n  for t h e  a s s e s s m e n t ,  r e c o v e r y  a n d  e x h i b i t  p l a c e m e n t ,  in 
A l a s k a ,  o f  W o r l d  W a r  II a i r c r a f t  w r e c k s .

I t  h a s  b e e n  a d i f f i c u l t  p r o c e s s ,  b u t  s u b s t a n t i a l  p r o g r e s s  

h a s  b e e n  m a d e .  T h e  G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  r e q u e s t e d  a p l a n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  W . W .  II a i r c r a f t  r e c o v e r y  a n d  e x h i b i t  from 
a  c o a l l i t i o n  o f  g r o u p s  in O c t o b e r  o f  t h i s . y e a r  a n d  t h e  plan 
w a s  p r o d u c e d  a n d  s u b m i t t e d  on t i m e .  In c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the 
m e n t i o n e d  s t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  i n i t i a l l y  t h e  c o a l l i t i o n  
o f  n o n  p r o f i t  g r o u p s  i n c l u d e d  t h i s  m u s e u m ,  as an e s t a b l i s h e d  
" p h y s i c a l  " m u s e u m  f a c i l i t y  in P a l m e r ,  t h e  A l a s k a n  
A v i a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e  o f  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  h a s  e x p a n d e d  t o  i n c l u d e  
t h e  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a  a n d  A r c t i c  A e r o n a u t i c a l  F o u n d a t i o n  of 

F a i r b a n k s ,  w h i c h  a t  t h i s  time is d e v e l o p i n g  a n  a v i a t i o n  

c o l l e c t i o n  w i t h i n  t h e  G o l d  D o m e  a t  A l a s k a l a n d .
A t  t h i s  c r i t i c a l  t i m e  w h e n  w e  a r e  g e t t i n g  a n  " A l a s k a n s  

f o r  A l a s k a  " e f f o r t  w e l l  u n d e r w a y  a p o t e n t i a l l y  m a j o r  

d i s a s t e r  is in t h e  m a k i n g .  A c o m b i n e d  g r o u p  o f  in s t a t e  and 
" o u t s i d e  " s a l v o r s  h a s  g o n e  to b o t h  U n a l a s k a  a n d  U m n a k  
I s l a n d s  a n d  g a t h e r e d  u p  the r e m a i n s  o f  a t  l e a s t  s e v e n  P-40 
W . W . I I  f i g h t e r  a i r c r a f t  for s h i p m e n t  to t h e  L o w e r  48 s t a t e s .  

T h i s  i n v o l v e s  f e d e r a l  l a n d s  a n d  h a s  b e e n  d o n e  w i t h o u t  the 

n e c e s s a r y  f e d e r a l  p e r m i t s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  o b t a i n e d  

f r o m  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .  It is a l s o  t he 

s e c o n d  v i o l a t i o n  b y  t he same g r o u p  w i t h i n  s e v e r a l  m o n t h s  

a s  s i m i l a r  v i o l a t i o n s  r e c e n t l y  o c c u r r e d  o n  A m c h i t k a  I s l a n d  

a n d  w e r e  d o c u m e n t e d  b y  the U.S. F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e .

O u r  c o n c e r n  a r i s e s  f r o m  the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  U . S .  F i s h  and 

W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a s  b e e n  f o r m i n g  a  p o s i t i o n  on t h i s  

p a r t i c u l a r  i n s t a n c e  w h i c h  m a i n t a i n s  t h a t  t h e  v i o l a t o r s  wil l  

b e  f i n e d  ( $ 2 5 0  ) f o r  t h e i r  t r e s p a s s ,  b u t  t h a t  t h e y  c a n  have 
t h e s e  h i s t o r i c a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  a i r c r a f t ! ! !  F o r  y o u r  
i n f o r m a t i o n  a r o c k  b o t t o m  p r i c e  f o r  a f l y a b l e  P- 4 0  a t  t h i s  
t i m e  is in t h e  r a n g e  o f  $400,000. A s  u s e f u l  p a r t s  a l o n e  the 
a s s e m b l e d  w r e c k s  r e p r e s e n t ,  we e s t i m a t e  , a f i g u r e  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y  in e x c e s s  of $ 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 .  M o t  a b a d  r e t u r n  for a 

c o u p l e  o f  $ 2 5 0  f i n e s ! ! !

.



Per Dave Olson of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Office in 
Anchorage his agency is about to claim ownership of all 
other documented wrecks on their lands, but as these 
pa: ;-icular wrecks have been moved it would be difficult to 
prove ownership.

T h i s  is a n  i n d e f e n s i b l e  p o s i t i o n ! !  W e  h a v e  p h o t o g r a p h s  o 
t h e  w r e c k s  in q u e s t i o n  as they w e r e  in p l a c e  o n  f e d e r a l  

l a n d s ,  a n d  t h i s  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  h a s  e x i s t e d  for y e a r s  , th e s e  

w r e c k s  w e r e  i n c l u d e d  in our p l a n  w h i c h  w a s  r e q u e s t e d  by the 
G o v e r n o r  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  the h e l i c o p t e r  p i l o t  in D u t c h  H a r b o r  

w h o  a c t u a l l y  a i r l i f t e d  these w r e c k s  for t h e  s a l v o r s  h a s  

p o i n t e d  o u t  t h e  o r i g i n  p o i n t s  t o  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s .

Is t he U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  a c t i n g  in a n  

e t h i c a l ,  p r o f e s s i o n a l  a n d  non b i a s e d  m a n n e r  on t h i s  i s s u e ? ?  
W e  b e l i e v e  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  w h e n  t h e i r  p a s t  p e r f o r m a n c e  
, p l e a s e  s e e  t h e  e n c l o s e d  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  at 
l e a s t  s o m e  U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  p e r s o n n e l  in A l a s k a  s e e m  

t o  h a v e  p l a y e d  f a v o r i t e s  wit h  L o w e r  48 c o l l e c t o r s  in the 

p a s t .  A n  A l a s k a n  g r o u p  long on t h e  f i e l d  d e f i n i t e l y  c a m e  out 
s e c o n d  b e s t  to t h e  C o n f e d e r a t e  A i r f o r c e ,  in T e x a s .  D o e s  
p e r h a p s  s o m e o n e  o r  a n u m b e r  of p e o p l e  in A l a s k a s  U . S .  F i s h  
a n d  W i l d l i f e  S e r v i c e  h a v e  a v e s t e d  i n t e r e s t  in the o u t s i d e  

s a l e  o f  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s ?  P e r h a p s  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  s h o u l d  also' 

b e  e x a m i n e d .
W h a t  w e  w a n t  a t  t h i s  time is y o u r  h e l p  in s t o p p i n g  the 

d r a i n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  m a t e r i a l s  f r o m  A l a s k a  w h i c h  in t u r n  will 

h e l p  u s  g e t  in p l a c e  a n  A l a s k a n  s y s t e m  f o r  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s .  W e  w a n t  the a u t h o r i t y  for c o l l e c t i o n  or 

d i s p o s a l  o f  W . W . I I  a i r c r a f t  , o r  a n y  i m p o r t a n t  a v i a t i o n  
m a t e r i a l s ,  o n  f e d e r a l  la n d s  to b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  to t h e  S t a t e  
o f  A l a s k a  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r y  a nd A r c h e o l o g y .  A t  t h i s  m o m e n t  

w e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  w a n t  a u t h o r i t y  f o r  t h e  P - 4 0 s  in q u e s t i o n  to 

b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  to t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  O f f i c e  o f  H i s t o r y  and 

A r c h e o l o g y .  T h a t  a g e n c y  can t h e n  i n  t u r n  v/ork w i t h  o u r  

m u s e u m  a n d  i t s  a l l i e d  p r e s e r v a t i o n  g r o u p s  to i n s u r e  q u a l i t y  

e x h i b i t s  w i t h i n  A l a s k a  and p e r h a p s  a f u n d i n g  b a s e ,  v i a  sales 

o f  a v i a t i o n  m a t e r i a l s  d e e m e d  s u r p l u s ,  for o t h e r  i m p o r t a n t  

a v i a t i o n  h i s t o r y  p r e s e r v a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s .
W e  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a letter w e  w r o t e  to a n o t h e r  h i s t o r i c a l  

g r o u p  r e c e n t l y  a s  p a r t  of our e f f o r t  to i n c l u d e  A l a s k a n  

i n t e r e s t s  in t h e  c u r r e n t  A r m y  Co; p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  
A l e u t i o n s / W . W . 1 1  c l e a n u p  i m p a c t  s t u d y .  It s h o u l d  c l e a r l y  

i l l u s t r a t e  o u r  p o s i t i o n  on h i s t o r i c a l  a v i a t i o n  p r e s e r v a t i o n  

i n  A l a s k a .

In c l o s i n g  I w o u l d  l i k e  to a d d  t h a t  a f t e r  a g r e a t  d e a l  of 

e f f o r t  a n d  r e a l  p a i n  o n  the p a r t  o f  A l a s k a n s  t h e  p r o p o s e d  

U . S .  F i s h  a n d  W i l d l i f e  stand o n  t h e  P - 4 0 s  in q u e s t i o n  w i l l  

s e t  a p r e c e d e n t  w h i c h  w i l l  v i r t u a l l y  o p e n  A l a s k a  u p  to a 

s a l v o r s  " G o l d  R u s h " .  I r r e p l a c e a b l e  h i s t o r i c a l  a i r c r a f t  

r e m a i n s  o f  h i g h  e d u c a t i o n a l  a n d  e x h i b i t  v a l u e  , w o r t h  

v i r t u a l l y  m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  , w i l l  d i s a p p e a r  a n d  w h a t  will 

b e  l e f t  for o u r  p e o p l e ,  our c h i l d r e n ?
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  u s  for w h a t e v e r  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  you 

m i g h t  n e e d .



THE A L A S K A N  
HISTORICAL A IRCRA FT 

S O C IE T Y
2397 East 47th Court 

Anchorage, Alaska 99507 
907-276-1807

June 7, 1979

Dear Sir:

The Alaskan Historical Aircraft S o c i e t y  would like to ardently 

protest the occurance of a situation and the conduct of certain 

federal agencies. During April and M a y  a group of gentlemen rep­
resenting the Confederate Air Force o f  Harlingon Texas arrived 

in Alaska wi t h  a DC-3 cargo aircraft and a helicopter. Their 

intent was to salvage as much WWII a i r c r a f t  or aircraft parts as 

was feasible. Their journeys took i n  the Alaskan Peninsula (King 

Salmon - Cold Bay - Chernofski) and eventually to Adak, a restricted 

entry Navy base in the Alentians. T h e r e  they spent five days and 

flew on government O.A.S. aircraft i n  the company of FWS personnel 

to areas containing actual or r e p o r t e d  WWII aircraft wreckage.

The survey aircraft was originally c h a r t e r e d  to serve the native pop­

ulation at A t k a  Village, through the BIA. In questioning-John Moore, ;« 
Director of BIa  in Juneau, the c l a i m s  that BIA did not authorize the 

flying excursions by Confederate A i r  Force people. He indicates 

that the flights were FWS authorized as "refuge survey flights."

He feels that the "truth" would n e v e r  have come to light except that 
Che aircraft got stuck in the sand a t  Tanaga Bay ( a rich historical 

area) and was 18 hours overdue for d o i n g  BIA work. The Coast Guard 
was called out for a search mission.

The FWS refuge manager in Adak, Mr. J o h n  Martin, indicates he thought 

that the flights had been authorized b y  BIA and the Office of Aircraft 

Services claims it doesn't know e x a c t l y  what went on or who paid for 

the flights. A l l  they did was fly t h e  airplane and land it where ever 

the CAF indicated. The Confederate A i r  Force maintains the largest
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group flying WWII aircraft in the world and is a major salvager 

of aircraft, world wide.

The Alaskan Historical Aircraft Society has been working long and 
hard in a volunteer effort to preserve WWII aircraft in Alaska as 
valuable historic objects. These machines relate to an important 
stage of Alaska's development, not to mention the commendable 
services and events of human courage and sacrifice during the 

Aleutian Campaign. We're up against the fact that these museum 

objects are worth tens of thousands of dollars each on vintage 
aircrafc market. Our complaint is this: why is a major aircraft

salvager from the states afforded an expedicious tour of Aleutian 

wreckage sites apparently with government assistance and at govern­

ment expense when the Alaskan Historical Aircraft Society cannot 

get similar accommodation when seeking to do the federal mandated 
task of gathering information for the National Register of Historic 

Places. This nomination work is necessary to get recognition of 

these aircraft as historic ojbects and thus cause them to be pre­

served in the interest of future generations of Alaskans. It is

reflected in Executive Order 11593, and 36 CFR800_________________
that the various federal agencies have a responsibility to do this 
work. These machines are rare and are historic in the finest sense 

of historic value. We have established this with the submission and 

acceptance by the State of Alaska of our nominations of the P-38 on 
Attu and B-24D at A t k a . . .nominations we put together from photos 
gleaned from private citizens in Nevada and massa c h u s e t t s ; information 

that should have been provided by the federal government in light of 

Executive Order No. 11593 and 36 CFR800. T he work is recognized and 
endorsed by the Manager of Federal Antiquities of the Heritage C on­

servation Recreation Service in Wash. D.C. Even though the nomination 

work is the responsibility of the federal a g m c i e s ,  our small group 
has endeavored to do it out of pocket and in spare time. We do this 

because the FWS Service in particular claims to have no time, manpower 

or funds to conduct such a survey and furthermore cannot offer us any
assistance whatsoever in doing their job. They say only that they will

issue us a special use permit. They cannot spare any people to assist 

or accompany us. When we ask what assurance we have that the machines 

are properly protected until a proper evaluation is done, the FWS claims 

no one can get into Adak without security clearance and must have legitimate
interest there ar.d that, according to Mr. Owen Vivian of the FWS, no salvage
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personnel would have entry to refuge lands. Yet the people with 

FWS in A d a k  can get aircraft together and find time to visit sites 

with prorainant aircraft salvagers.

We feel this h i s t orical resource is being compromised by someone in 

the federal government. Aviation represents a fourth of Alaska's 20th 
Century development and not mufch has been done to save it in a heritage 

sense. The Alaska Historical Aircraft Society is trying desperately to 
preserve this history. Would you please earnestly investigate this matter 

What we want to know is thisr

1. W ho sponsored the Confederate Air Force with the Havy at Adak.

2. Who paid for the accommodations and the government aircraft 

for the CAP survey team. Who authorized the aircraft's use.
(FWS; USN; BIA; OAS) (aircraft costs: $324/day +  $247/hr. for fuel +  Mi;

3. Where exactly did the crew from the CAF fly to and what did 

they take away.
4. Why does FWS personnel have time to accompany the people on permit 

(tfAl-179-9 for Max Hoffman; CAF 116-S Ridge Ct. Ft. Collin, Col) 
and cannot assist the Alaskan Historical Aircraft Soc. personnel 

trying to perform federal mandated duties.
5. What part did the OAS play in this and what did pilot Dave Macelroy 

experience during the flights (i.e. log books)

6. W hy cannot the AHAS get similar cooperation in their efforts to 

save this resource for Alaska.
7. Why are efforts to do nominations on valuable WWII aircraft being 

blocked by federal apathy.

If we cannot get some assistance^soon these historic aircraft will be 

scattered and broken down for parts and used to ^ine the pockets of a 

few e n t r e n p e n u r s . It's going to look bad if it is done with government 

assistance. Thank you for your time and energy concerning this situation. 

We know that you are busy.

Sincerely, Dale Jackson Sheila Dewey

Ted Spencer 
President

Vice President Treasurer



B e n j a m i n  B .  T a j l l e y

B r i g . G e n . U . S .  A r m y . R e t i r e d  
S t a r  R o u t e  B o x  6 0 0  

A n c h o r  P o i n t . A K  9 9 5 5 6  
(9 0 7 )  2 3 5 - 7 4 7 3

3 F e b r u a r y  1 9 8 6

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  M i k e  D a v i s  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  D a v i s :

I h a v e  j u s t  l e a r n e d  t h r o u g h  A d m i r a l  J a m e s  S. R u s s e l l  t h a t  y o u  

h a v e  i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  t o  p r o t e c t  W o r l d  W a r  II a r t i f a c t s  in 

A l a s k a .

T h e r e  is a d i r e  n e e d  f o r  s u c h  p r o t e c t i o n ,  a n d  I g i v e  t h i s  

l e g i s l a t i o n  m y  w h o l e  h e a r t e d  s u p p o r t .

I t  w o u l d  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d  if y o u  w o u l d  s e n d  m e  a c o p y  o f  you':, b i l l  

s o  t h a t  I m a y  d i s c u s s  it w i t h  o t h e r s .

M o s t  s i n c e r e l y ,

B. B. T a l l e y  /
O f f i c e r  i n  C h a r g e  o f  A r m y  a n d  

A i r  C o r p s  C o n s t r u c t i o n  in A l a s k a  

d u r i n g  W W I I  ,

c c :  A d m i r a l  J a m e s  S. R u s s e l l

4



North Star Flying Lions, Inc.
F.O. Pox 31301, Fairbanks, Alaska

99708

January 16, 1986

Representative Mike Davis 

Pouch V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 

Dear Mike:

The twenty five members of the North Star Flying Lions wish to 

lend their s u p p o r t  to the proposed amendments of the A laska Historic 

Preservation Act. We are deeply concerned regarding the removal of 

historical a rtifacts from Alaska.

We appreciate being made fully aware of this problem through 

Everett Long's r ecent Pilot's Corner column in the Fairbanks Daily 

N e w s - M i n e r . The tragic loss of the planes ment i o n e d  in the column 

diminishes Alaska's aviation heritage, wh i c h  w e  feel is incumbent 

on all of us to protect and preserve.

The p r o p o s e d  legistation to increase the civil penalty fran $1,000 

to $100,000 is a g o o d  start in getting the k i n d  of attention that is 

apparently n e c e s s a r y‘to stem further acts of criminal r e m oval (theft, 

if you will) o f  these rare planes.

Please include our organization as being 10 0 %  in favor of ycur 

proposed amendment. Members nr./.es will be se n t  on\reguest.

Sincerely y o u r s ,

L. Stanley Zielinski 
President, 1985-86

LSZ:mv

CC: Letter to the Editor

Fairbanks Daily News-Miner



A d m i r a l  J a m e s  S .  R u s s e l l , u s n  i r e t i r e d i
7 7 3 4  W A L N U T  A V E N l E  S O U T H W E S T  

T A C O M A . W A S H I N G T O N  0 6 4 9 8

29 J a n u a ry  1986

The Honorable Mike Davis 
Member of the State Legislature 
Representative of the 19th District 
Juneau, Ak., 99801

Dear Representative Davis

Prom one who flew and fought in Alaska in WW II, 
please accept my hearty endorsement of your effort to 
preserve for Alaskans those historic airplanes which, 
due to enemy action or weather, were wrecked and 
abandoned in the State of Alaska,

With all good wishes for your success.

Enclosurei News clip from Fairbanks paper ^

CC; Brig.Gen. Benjamin 3. Talley, USA (retired) 
Anchor Point, AK.

Sincerely



/
/

Representative Mike Davis 
Interior House Delegation Office 
542 4th Ave, Suite C 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701

Dear Hr. Davis

This is to express strong support -for House Bill'43B. It is absolutely 
essential that the plundering of Alaska's valuable artifacts, in 
particular historical aircraft or their parts, be stopped. Maximum 
felony penalties should be imposed on those who would illegally remove 
or assist in the removal of the artifacts. They are of great and 
increasing value both historically and monetarily to the people of 
Alaska. Even a penalty of $100,00 might not deter the theft of, for 
example, a World War II airplane with a value of 1/4 to 1/2 a million 
dol1ars.

Sincerely yours,

Richard R. Hoopes, President IAAAF 
120 Concordia Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99709



N KETCHIKAN HISTORICAL COMMISSION
POST OFFICE BOX 7055 

] KETCHIKAN. ALASKA 99901 
907-225-6166

March 10, 1986

Representative Mike Davis 
Alaska State Legislature 
Pouch V (MS 3100)
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Representative Davis:

The Ketchikan Historical Commission met on March 5, 1986 and 
voted to give support to HB 283 regarding historic preservation.

We have worked diligently in our programs to educate and 
promote historic preservation and restoration in the Ketchikan 
area. With the passage of HB 283, additional incentive would 
be given to those persons wishing to preserve their historic 
properties throughout Alaska.

We encourage you and your legislative counterparts to give 
total support to HB 283 during the current session.

Sincerely, v

BILL LATTIN 
Chairman

cc: Governor Bill Sheffield

Paul Chatty
Division of Parks & Recreation



w j k L D
432-2484

R E W A R D  FO R  IN FO RM A TIO N  on 
lo ca t io n  o l in tac t W orld  W ar II a ir -

r « j *

... member I. 
j r s h a l l  D r iv e  oil 

L -n . and Sky lin e .

-A LL  DOWN PA R K A . 1125.
. t r.* __________

“ "H A R K  C A S 4  d ie s e l h e a le r s  lo r  
■n lerior 4  en g ine  coo ling sy s te m s of 
c a r s  4  t ru c k s . F u ll re p a ir  4  se rv ice  
on a l l  ty p e s  of g a s  h e a te r s .  R o ge r 
L a n g 's  V o lk sw agen  Shop. 47 7 -2 7 0 .

M O V IN G  -N E W  B R O W N  p l a i d  
lo v e se a t  w ith  o a k  t r im ;  I y e a r  old 
b ro w n  n a u g a h y d e  co u ch  w ith  p in e  
tr im , both good cond ition . *33-0101. ■ ■

-MUST S E L L ! I  1770 C J-S . 1400 o r b e st 
o ffe r . 2  1974 S S i'v ir  snow m ob ile s . 1600 
o r b e st o ile r . 1,200 fo r a l l .  456-7762.- 
a s k  for Luann  B erk le y .______________

N EW  TORO E L E C T R IC  po w e r snow  
sh o v e l. 100' cord  in c lud ed . J75 . C all 
479-7474.___________________ .________

OWATONNA SK IO  L O A D E R  ( l i k e  
9 a o  C a t ) ,  V-4 Fo rd  p ropane eng ine . 
G a s or p ropane . Good runn in g  condL 
lion . 14.500. 484-3967. _____________

P IO N E E R  VIOEO OISC p lay e r W7 re ­
m ote con tro l. 70 m o v ie s. U .600 v a lu e . 
■Must s e l l .  S1.000. 4S7-1912 a lte r  5om .

PO O L  T A B L E .  S 7S . N ew  S c a n d la '  
i a c u ix l .  1 ‘x l ' x l ' .  P u m p , f i lt e r , u sed  
bo ile r. 14,000 or best. 457-4314._______

PO O L T A B L E  W IT H  a c c e s s o r i e s .  
1223. 2 ch rom e m ag  w h ee ls  w ith  fa ir  
l lr e s .  10x13 Chevy. H IS . 479-4603.

POOL T A B L E , > s t ic k s ,  a c c e sso r ie s . 3 
l/ 2 'x 7 ‘. New cover. 1500. Wood fype- 
w r l le r  d e sk . 32x60. ISO. 486-2491.

P O R T A B L E  C IR C U LA R  SAW M IL L . 
B e lsaw  a rbo r . 3 0 "  j n c  4 2 "  d iam ete r 
b lad e s . B e st o ffer. 431-6643.__________

R E D U C E  YO UR H EA T IN G  B IL L S .
S a ua. -w—--.--t -u ie  f re e s . P u rch a sn  e 

"  - I o r  Tb v r .u s

L EA V IN G  ALASKA , lik e  n ew  w in te r 
c lo the s s it e s  10-12. bools and m isce l­
la n eo u s . S a tu rd ay . 12/1. 9 am -l2 p m . 
49S3 Dartm outh *7.___________ '

MOVING SA LE : S a tu rd ay . 12/1. 10am- 
3o m . M ary  K ay  se ll-ou t p lu s lo ts of 
good ie s. E ve ry th ing  p riced  lo go , 100 
10th Avenue. 2C6.___________________

MOVING S A L E , lu rn ltu r e . househo ld  
i t e m s ,  som e to o ls , la w n  fu rn itu re .

. 1228 D ena li W av. S a tu rd ay  on ly . 9am - 
3om . D ecem ber I .  ■_________________

A MOVING S A L E . P la n t s .  C h r istm a s 
l o v s .  t x c e r c l s e  b i c y c l e ,  d e s k s ,  
sh e lv e s , m icrow ave , new  b icy c le . TV. 
sta reo . co llector a lb um s. 43 2 -0 3 5 .

TV, S T E R E O , sew in g  m ach in e , h exa ­
gon aquarium , m irro red  p lan t stand s, 
bed s. d esk , w icke r , c lo the s. Satu rday  
4  Sunday . 10am lo tom. 229 W ell St.

2 A P T . S A L E : C h r is tm a s  tre e . 30.000 
BT U  S e a r s  f u r n a c e ,  h a n d -c ra f te d  
ite m s , an lloue sew in g  m ach in e . 1433 
E le lsc n  St. Aof. A 4  C . 451-0143.

160 Aircraft & Equipment
ALASKA'S WING- 

SPECIAL 
LIMITED TIME OFFER

434-4704. Metro F ie ld ._____________ •

C E S S N A  1 7 0 6 ,  180 L y c o m in g ,  CS ‘ 
prop. Avcon conversion . L eav in g  s t r '  
and  MUST se ll th is  sup er clean - 
w e ll-eou loed  b ird . See a t F a ir '  
In ternationa l. C a ll for d e ta i ls ’
(In  D e lta ) a t noon, or a f te r '

F L IG H T  INSTRUCTION, 
o r yours. FAA d e s io n r  
f l i g h t  t e s t  e x a m lr  
488-3449.

FLIGHT-
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No. 2

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:
Tide: "An Acc relacing to penalties for nRlr. 

violating Che Alaska Historic Preservation Act r

Agency Affected: Deoc. of Corrections

Sponsor: Representative Davis & Kooenen Components :. 
Requestor: ____________________________ __________

F.XPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollar)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND A STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 u U

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL _____ n__________ n 2 _______ 0 0 1 0
POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation would have minimal impact on the Department of Corrections,

Prepared by: ,, Susan KalgtlCgn
Division : Director of Administrative Services

Phone:
4 6 5 -3 3 7 6

o T  1 3 2 2 5 3 5 :

rt-

Approved by Commissioner: Susan Humohrev-Baraett 

Agency:  Department of Corrections______
Date:

Distribution (by preparer): 

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) pa«e. of




