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RE: S C S H B  306 (HESS), "An A c t  R e l a t i n g  to A n a t o m i c a l
Gifts."

I w o u l d  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e  it if y o u  w o u l d  s c h e d u l e  a 
h e a r i n g  for S C S H B  306 (HESS) as soon as it is possible.

A t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t i m e  t h e r e  are m o r e  recipi e n t s  a w a i t i n g  heart, 
l i v e r  and k i d n e y  t r a n s p l a n t s  t h a n  t here are organs a v a i l a b l e  
for transplant s. S C S H B  3 0 6 (HESS) wi ll increase the 
a v a i l a b i l i t y  of o rg ans from A l a s k a n  donors.

T h i s  bill a m e n d s  the U n i f o r m  A n a t o m i c a l  Gift Act, AS 
13.45. 010-090. It m a k e s  n e e d e d  c h anges to the Act s i m i l a r  to 
laws r e c e n t l y  e n a c t e d  in at least 19 o t h e r  states.

T h e  first m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of the bill, found in S e c t i o n  2, 
r e q u i r e s  A l a s k a n  h o s p i t a l s  to m a k e  organ d o n a t i o n  requests 
u n d e r  a p p r o p r i a t e  circumstances.

S e c t i o n  2 alsc c o n t a i n s  a p r o v i s i o n  w h i c h  p r o v i d e s  h o s p i t a l s  
w i t h  i m m e d i a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  about p o t e n t i a l  organ donors. This 
p r o v i s i o n  r e q u i r e s  r e p o r t i n g  from law enforc e m e n t  and  other 
e m e r g e n c y  s e r v i c e s  w h o  o b t a i n  d o n o r s h i p  inform a t i o n  about a 
f a t a l i t y  to w h i c h  t h e y  respond.

T h e  s e c o n d  m a j o r  p o r t i o n  of the bill, found in S e c t i o n s  7 - 9 ,  
r e q u i r e s  t h a t  the D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  m a k e  oral



r e q u e s t s  a b o u t  o r g a n  d o n a t i o n  w h e n  i n d i v i d u a l s  r e g i s t e r  for 
d r i v e r ' s  licenses, i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  cards or to r e g i s t e r  t h e i r  
vehicles. If t h e s e  t r a n s a c t i o n s  are m a d e  b y  mail, the 
D i v i s i o n  w i l l  send i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  o r g a n  d o n a t i o n  w i t h  the  
a p p l i c a t i o n  m aterials.

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  Grussendorf,  Koponen, Martin, Boucher, Brown, 
Donley, Ellis, Hanley, Larson, Menard, Navarre, Pourchot, 
Springer, Sund, Taylor, Ulmer, Hudson, Phillips, Davis, and 
Z a w a c k i  h a v e  c o - s p o n s o r e d  the bill.

I b e l i e v e  S C S H B  3 0 6 (HESS) has t a k e n  t h e  b e s t  from r e c e n t  
d e v e l o p m e n t s  in o t h e r  s tate o r g a n  d o n o r  s t a tutes and the 
r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  of t h e  R e a g a n  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  T a s k  F o r c e  on 
O r g a n  T r a n s p l a n t a t i o n  and t a i l o r e d  t h e m  to the p a r t i c u l a r  
n e e d s  a n d  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  of Alaska.

W h e n  this b i l l  is p a s s e d  into l a w  it w i l l  b e g i n  to save the 
lives of m a n y  Alaskans, w h o  n o w  a w a i t  o r g a n  tr ansplants.

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  much.

E n c l o s u r e



S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S  OF SCSHB 3 0 6  (HESS) A N  A C T  
R E L A T I N G  T O  A N A T O M I C A L  GIFT S

P r e p a r e d  b y  G r u e n b e r g  5/2/88

S e c t i o n  1

Sec. 1 3 . 5 0 . 0 1 0  (a) L owe rs the age at w h i c h  a p e r s o n  can  
d e c i d e  to b e c o m e  an o r g a n  d o n o r  f r o m  19 to 18.

S e c t i o n  2

Sec. 13.50. 014 (a) R e q u i r e s  a h o s p i t a l  to m a k e  a r e q u e s t  for 
a n a t o m i c a l  gifts, in a p p r o p r i a t e  cases, w h e n  a p e r s o n  dies in 
t h e  hospital.

Sec. 13.50.014  (b) R e q u i r e s  h o s p i t a l s  to d e v e l o p  p r o c e d u r e s  
for i d e n t i f y i n g  p o t e n t i a l  organ donors, m a k i n g  requests, and 
c o - o r d i n a t i n g  w i t h  o r g a n  banks.

Sec. 13.50. 014 (c) R e q u i r e s  the C o m m i s s i o n e r  of H e a l t h  and 
Social S e r v i c e s  to e x e m p t  a h o s p i t a l  from t he r e q u i r e m e n t s  of 
t h e  act if the h o s p i t a l  lacks the r e s o u r c e s  to m a k e  s u i t a b l e 
a n a t o m i c a l  gifts a v a i l a b l e  to o r g a n  banks.

Sec. 1 3.50 . 0 1 6  R e q u i r e s  law e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  m e d ical p e r s o n n e l 
at a fatal a c c ident s c e n e  to r e p o r t  t h a t  t h e  v i c t i m  is an 
o r g a n  donor, if t h e y  h a v e  k n o w l e d g e  of t h a t  fact, to the 
a p p r o p r i a t e  h o s p i t a l  personnel.

S e c t i o n  3

Sec. 1 3 . 5 0.060 (a) P r o v i d e s  that t h e  e s t a t e  of an o r g a n  d o n o r  
is not l i a b l e  for costs a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  retrieval, storage  
or t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of an anatom i c a l  gift.

S e c t i o n  4

A S . 1 3 . 5 0 . 0 6 0  (c) I m m u n i z e s  those t h a t  act in good faith in 
a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  the A n a t o m i c a l  Gift A c t  of A las ka or the 
A n a t o m i c a l  Gift A c t  of a n o t h e r  state o r  c o u n t r y  from civil or 
c r i m i n a l  liability.



S e c t i o n  5

Sec. 1 3 . 5 0 . 0 6 5  P r o vides th at the C o m m i s s i o n e r  of H e a l t h  and 
S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  shall a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  for the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  
of t h e  act and for t h e  t r a i n i n g  of h o s p i t a l  e m p l o y e e s  w h o  m a k e  
a n a t o m i c a l  gift requests.

S e c t i o n  6

S e c t i o n  1 3 . 5 0.070 (8) A d d s  the d e f i n i t i o n  of "gift" to the 
A n a t o m i c a l  Gift Act.

S e c t i o n  7, 8, and 9

Sec. 18.65.3111, 2 8 . 1 0 . 0 2 1  and 28.15.061. (d) R e q u i r e s  t h a t  
th e  D i v i s i o n  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  o r a l l y  a s k  p e r s o n s  a p p l y i n g  for 
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  cards, d r i v e r s  l i c e n s e s  and v e h i c l e  
r egist r a t i o n ,  w h e t h e r  t h e y  w o u l d  like to b e c o m e  o r g a n  donors. 
If a p p l i c a t i o n s  are m a d e  b y  mail, t h e  D i v i s i o n  will p r o v i d e  
w r i t t e n  i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  or r e g i s t r a t i o n  
material.




