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S U B J E C T :  H e a r i n g  S J R  31

S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3 1 , r e l a t i n g  t o  F e d e r a l  F u n d s  f o r  J o b  
T r a i n i n g  a n d  V o c a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a s s i g n e d  t o  y o u r  
c o m m i t t e e  a s  i t ' s  f i r s t  c o m m i t t e e  o f  r e f e r r a l .  I w o u l d  l i k e  t o  
r e q u e s t  t h a t  y o u  s c h e d u l e  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  a h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  
y o u r  c o m m i t t e e  a t  t h e  e a r l i e s t  c o n v e n i e n c e .

I h a v e  a t t a c h e d  s o m e  b a c k u p  m a t e r i a l  f o r  y o u r  r e v i e w .
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Not Much Inm been done to dote to etjiiif> inmates with the ocational skills to seek gainful employment upon release.

Krlions have s tro n g  rep resen ta tion  from  the  private sector. O r p u t­
ting it m ore sim ply, pubhc educa tion  w ould  benefit by lyivjng 
em ployers—represen ta tives from  b usiness, labor an d  in d u stry — 
on  itsyeducational govern ing  boards. /
N O T E ;\lf a separa te  system  of co m m u n ity  co lleges/and  voca­
tional/technical centers is created, it is im perative the (Governor a p ­
po in t to lire govern ing  board  of the  new  system  rep resen ta tives of 
b usiness, in d u s try  an d  labor w ho  are know ledgeab le  ab o u t the  in ­
tegral role vocational ed uca tion  plays in econounic developm ent.

T hat the  Go< :Ynor encourage  and  the  F ifteen th  A laska State 
Legislature su  rp V t developm ent and  im plem enta tion  of program s 
ad d re ss in g  tl e vocational n eed s of the  incarcerated .

R ationale: W hile thobtato  of Alaska curren tly  sp en d s  a considerable 
am o u n t of m oney  e a \h  fiscal year to .nouse  an d  care for the in ­
carcerated , not m uch h \ s  been  d o n e  d r te  to eq u ip  inm ates w ith 
th e  vocational;skills to seh k  gainful Em ploym ent u p o n  release. The 
G o v ern o r's  C ouncil ho lds a belief th a t u n d ev e lo p ed  h u m a n  
resources, inc lud ing  those  of Alaska's inm ates, generally  lead to a 
g rea te r b u rd e n  on a stale 's soklill services netw ork  th ro u g h  ex p en ­
sive trea tm en t program s, w elfare assistance, a ide to d ep e n d e n t 
ch ild ren , m edical assistance an d  various su p p o rt p rogram s. To 
decrease recidivism  and  dependency  on Alaska's social services net­
w ork the G overno r's  C ouncil be lieV s it w ould  be in the  best in ­
terest of th e  sta te  to dcVelop an d  im p lem en t p rogram s to ad d ress  
th e  vocational n e e d s /if  the  incarcerated .

This o p p o rtu n ity  founnmates need not be e> pensive o r bu rdensom e 
to the  state. /  \

C u rren tly  th e  stale pays $82.50/day to h o u se  an inm ate  in a correc­
tional facility. M-‘t it only  costs $45.00 for o n e  day 's furlough  keep. 
If th e  D ep artm en t of C orrections w ould  fully utilize its fu rlough  
capab ilitiesysoon-to -he-released  inm ates could  taw i advan tage  of 
already e x it in g  vocational program s and  facililties to gain vocational 
skills allow ing  them  to becom e em ployed  u p o n  releasedO bvious 
ad v an tag es for th e  state include: decreased  c o rre c tio n \e x p e n -  
d itunV ; a good-faith  effort to decrease recidivism ; fewer inm ates 
m A laska's overcrow ded correctional facilities; an d  e lim ination  of 
unU ecessnry capital ex p en d itu res  lo build  an d  eq u ip  vocational 
lu iilities in each  correctional center. >

That the  G overnor and  the F ifteen th  A laska S tate Legislature e n ­
courage A laska 's C ongressional D elegation to su p p o rt federal fu n ­
d in g  for vocational ed u ca tio n  and  jo b  tra in in g .

R ationale : U n d e r acceptance by th e  slate of the  Carl Perkins Voca­
tional E ducation Act. Alaska receives federal fu n d s  to "expand, im ­

prove, m odern ize  an d  develop  quality  vocational ed uca tion  p ro ­
g ram s that will im prove p roductiv ity  an d  p rom ote  econom ic 
grow th." A m ong o th e r requ irem en ts, the  Act specifically requires 
the state to serve underserved  popu lations (the hand icapped , d isad ­
vantaged, m en  o r w om en  en te rin g  n o n -trad itio n a l occupations, 
single paren ts or hom em akers, lim ited  English sp eak e rs  an d  crim ­
inal offenders) an d  assu re  th e ir access to vocational education  
program s.

in the  cu rren t fiscal year A laska is receiving $1.7 m illion in voca­
tional education  dollars from  the  federal g o v ern m en t. In action last 
session  C ongress a llo tted  $2.4 m illion to A laska for Fiscal Year 1988.

Just recently P residen t Reagan an d  Secretary  of E ducation  Bennett 
tran sm itted  to C ongress a budget calling for a fifty percen t rescis­
sion of FY 1988 vocational ed uca tion  dollars, an d  total elim ination  
of federal vocational ed uca tion  fu n d in g  for Fiscal Year 1989.

Federal vocational ed u ca tio n  dollars have been  a catalyst for p ro ­
gram  deve lopm en t an d  p lan n in g  in A laska since 1968. In fact, the  
only  source of revenue for p rogram  im provem en t an d  innovation 
of vocational education  program s com es from  those provided u n d er 
the Carl Perkins Act.

V Mi th is background , th e  G overnor's  C ouncil reco m m en d s the  
G overnor an d  Fifteenth Alaska S late Legislature encourage  Alaska's 
C ongressional D elegation  to o p p o se  the  A dm in istra tion 's p ro p o s­
ed rescission of vocational education  funds and  join in strongly s u p ­
porting  federal fu n d in g  for vocational ed u ca tio n  a n d  job train ing.

T naH he G overnor d es ig n a te  an d  th e  F ifteen th  A lask a  State LegfiJ 
la tu reS upporttheJT P A / Education C o ord ina ting  C o m m itt^ r fs th e  
State A ppren ticesh ip /V ocational E d u ca tion  S te e r in g p lfn m itte e .

R ationale: U nd^r m an d a te  of the  C arl Perk ins Vocational E duca­
tion Act the  U.S. Secretaries of Labor a n d  E ducation , in an  a ttem pt 
to p lan  for g rea ter coo rd ination  betw een  vocational ed u ca tio n  an d  
ap p ren ticesh ip  tra in ing  p rogram s, deve loped  an d  ap p o in ted  the 
National A pprenticeship/V ocatiom jPEducalion C oord inating  S teer­
ing C om m ittee.

In tu rn , the  S ecretaries h a w  called u p h u lh e  N ation 's G overnors 
to establish sim ilar cprm uiltees lo be responsib le  for p rom oting  
linkages betw eei. jJiCvocational education  and  appren ticesh ip  train­
ing in each sltitu  n.

T he JTPjUEducation C o o rd in a tin g  C om m ittee , w h ic lv isa  pproved 
by the Alaska Stale Board of E ducation an d  fu n d ed  through-federal

Federal vocational education dollars ha been a catalyst for program developmei and planning in Alt since 196S.




