


J a n u a r y  26, 1987

A n  A c t  relating t o  u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  o f  h a n d i c a p p e d  p a r k i n g .

S e n a t e  Bill No. 78

T h i s  is a bill s i m p l y  t o  m a k e  u n a u t h o r i z e d  use o f  h a n d i c a p p e d  
p a r k i n g  an i n f r a c t i o n .  T h i s  m a k e s  i t  p o s s i b l e  t o  s e t  a f i n e  
a n d  t o  t a k e  a c t i o n  w h e n  a c a r  w i t h o u t  a permit p a r k s  in t h e  
h a n d i c a p p e d  p a r k i n g  a r e a s  a r o u n d  a S h o p p i n g  Mall o r  o t h e r  
a r e a s  i n  a B o r ough o r  City.

I t  is e x t r e m e l y  u n h a n d y  f o r  a p e r s o n  i n  a w h e e l c h a i r  t o  g o  
f r o m  h i s / h e r  car i n t o  a s t o r e  if t h e y  h a v e  to p a r k  e v e n  t w o  
c a r s  a w a y  from t h e  r a m p  a n d  d o o r  o f  a facility.

I n  s u n n y  nice w e a t h e r  t h e r e  a r e n ' t  m a n y  problems b u t  l e t  it 
r a i n  o r  sn o w  or s l e e t  a n d  t h e n  o t h e r s  u s e  the p a r k i n g  p l a c e s  
d e s i g n a t e d  for t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  b e c a u s e ,  frankly, i t  is s i m p l y  
h a n d i e r  or  you s t a y  d r i e r  u s i n g  t h e s e  spaces. T h i s  b i l l  m a k e s  
it i l l e g a l  and a l l o w s  a p e n a l t y .

I w a s  a s s u r e d  by M r .  B r o w n  at  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of M o t o r  V e h i c l e s  
t h a t  t h i s  bill w a s  i m p o r t a n t  a n d  t h a t  it was a n e c e s s a r y  b i l l  
f o r  e n f o r c i n g  u n a u t h o r i z e d  u s e  o f  h a n d i c a p p e d  p a r k i n g .
H e  a l s o  assured m e  t h a t  a l t h o u g h  t h e y  n o w  have a r e g u l a t i o n ,  
tl ire a r e  also l i m i t a t i o n s ,  t h a t  m a k e  it less t h a n  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
i n  p a r t i c u l a r  s i t u a t i o n s .

T h i s  is a step t o w a r d  m a k i n g  l i f e  a b i t  simpler a n d  e a s i e r  for 
t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  I  a s k  t h a t  t h e  b i l l  b e  moved o u t  of 
c o m m i t t e e .



TITLE: "An Act relating to unauthor-coNTACT: Maj. Walter J. Gilmour
ized use of handicapped Acting Director
parking.

BILL NO: SB 78 DATE: 1/26/87

The Division of Alaska State Troopers supports passage of this legislation.

Too often citizens ignore the necessity of handicapped parking restric­
tions. No state statute has previously existed to enforce handicapped 
parking, only municipal ordinances in certain jurisdictions.

Passage of this bill will provide statutory authority to state and local 
law enforcement agencies to enforce handicapped parking restrictions.

WILLIAM R. NIX 
Acting Commissioner
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Paralyzed Vecerans of A m e rica (PVA) have drafted model regulations 

for the parking and licensing of motor vehicles used by handicapped persons 

in an attempt to encourage u n i f o r m i t y  among the states and to encourage agree­

ments of reciprocity. These regulations have been compared with standards 

issued by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), with regulations 

promulgated pursuant to the A r c h i t e c t u r a l  Barriers Act (referred to a3 the 

UPAS regulations) and with the Illinois State statutes.

The PVA model regulations are ve r y  similar to the ANSI and UPAS standards 

in several respects although there are significant differences due to the 

differences intended in coverage. Por example, the ANSI and UPAS standards 

cover all types of accessibility, including accessibility to telephones, so 

their definition of handicapped person will of necessity be broader 

than that of the PVA model regulations which only cover parking. Several 

of the differences between the P V A  model regulations and the ANSI and 

UPAS standards are not explicable for this reason, however. Por example, 

all three standards discuss the size of parking spaces but the UPAS 

regulations contain a requirement not found J.n the PVA or ANSI standards 

that parking spaces and access aisle shall be level with surface slopes 

not to exceed 1:50.

Since many of the provisions of the PVA model regulations were not 

directly comparable to the ANSI or UPAS standards, a state statute 

was selected to compare to the P V A  model regulations. This comparison 

indicated that the Illinois State statutes contain some of the same pro­

visions, i.e., providing parking spaces for handicapped persons, penalties 

of their misuse, etc., but the Illinois statutes are generally not as de­

tailed. It should be noted, however, that there may be state regulations 

which provide more detail.
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PARKING AND LICENSING OF M O T O R  VEHICLES USED BY HANDICAPPED PERSONS:

A COMPARISON OF M O D E L  REGULATIONS AND OTHER EXISTING STANDARDS

I. INTRODUCTION

P.L. 98-78, 23 U . S . C  §402 note, discussed the importance of special

parking privileges for h a n d i c a p p e d  persons. In this statute, Congress made

several findings, inc l u d i n g  the need for such parking privileges, and the

fact that such parking p r i v i l e g e s  vary from state to state. The statute

then stated that "Congress encourages e a c h rof the several States ... to (1)

adopt the International S y mbol of Access as the only recognised and adopted

symbol to be used to iden t i f y  vehicles carrying those citizens with

acknowledged physical impairments; (2) grant to vehicles displaying this

symbol the special p a r king privileges which a State may provide; and (3)

permit the International S ymbol of Access to appear either on a specialized

license plate, or on a specialized placard." In addition, the statute

provided that ”[i]t is the sense of the Congress that agreements of

reciprocity relating to the special parking privileges granted handicapped

individuals should be d e v e l o p e d  and entered into by and between the several 

U
S c a t 6 S ••••

In an attempt to encourage agreements of reciprocity, the Paralyzed 

Veterans of America (PVA) have drafted model regulations for the parking 

and licensing of motor vehicles used by handicapped persons. This report

y  The complete language of the statute is reproduced as Appendix A.
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will compare these model regulations with two other standards, those pro­

mulgated by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), and those 

promulgated pursuant to the Architectural Barriers Act, 42 U.S.C. §§4151- 

4157, by the General Services Administration, the Department of Defense, 

the D e p artment of Housing and Urban Development, and the United States 

Postal Service. This latter standard is generally referred to as the 

U n i f o r m  Federal Accessibility Standard (UFAS). Many of the distinctions 

between the P VA model regulations and the ANSI and UFAS standards can be 

traced to their different purposes. The PVA model regulations are provided 

as a model for state statutes; the ANSI and UFAS standards were intended
r

to provide certain general accessibility standards, they do not attempt 

to cover subjects such as license requirements. However, the three 

standards do contain sufficient similar coverage to provide a meaning­

ful comparison in several areas. The portions of the PVA model regulations 

which do noc have parallel sections in either of these two standards m ay 

well have parallel sections in state statutes. One state statute will be 

compared with the PVA model regulations as an example in these areas.

I I . COMPARISON OF PVA HODEL REGULATIONS WITH ANSI STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS 

ISSUED PURSUANT TO THE ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT

A. Definition of Handicapped Person

The PVA model regulations define handicapped or disabled person as 

an individual "with a severe visual, audio, or physical impairment 

including partial paralysis, lower limb amputation, chronic heart condition, 

emphysema, arthritis, rheumatism or other debilitating condition which 

limits one's personal mobility and results in an inability to travel, 

unassisted more than 200 feet, without the use of a wheelchair, crucch,



walker, prosthetic, orth o t i c  or other assistive device." Both the ANSI

and the. UFAS standards c o n tain definitions of handicapped person but these

definitions differ from the PVA regulations. The ANSI standards define

both disability and handicapped. Disability is defined as "[a] limitation

2/
or loss of use of -physical, mental, or sensory body part or function" and

handicapped is defined as "[t]hose with significant limitations in using

3/

specific parts of the environment." The UFAS regulations define physically

handicapped as "[a]n individual who has a physical impairment, including

impaired sensory, manual, or speaking abilities, which results in a functional

£/
limitation in access to and use of a building or facility."

r
The ANSI and UFAS definitions of handicapped persons differ from 

the PVA definition in that the PVA definition is limited to disabliries 

relating solely to mobi l i t y  while the other definition® are broader. This 

distinction is probably due in large part to the fact that the ANSI and 

UFAS standards cover access generally, including access to such materials 

as telephones, while the PVA model regulations are limited to the parking 

and licensing of motor vehicles.

B. Designated Handicapped Parking Spaces

Section 3 of the P V A  model regulations define designated handicapped 

parking spaces as “a parking space reserved for use by a motor vehicle

C R S - 3

2/ American National Standards Institute, Inc., American National 

Standard —  Specifications for Making Buildings and Facilities Accessible 

to and Usable bv Physically Handicapped People (ANSI A117.1-L980) 11 (1950). 

(Hereafter cited as ANS I  scandard).

3/ Id. 12.

4/ 49 Fed .  R eg. 3 1 5 3 6  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .
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which is owned and/or operated by or for a handicapped p e r s o n .” The section 

also discusses placement, narking, size, and number of such spaces.

The PVA model regulations provide that designated parking spaces shall 

be placed as near as practicable to building entrances, elevators or walkways 

which have curb cuts and a p p r opriately designed ramps. In addition, the 

model regulations require the space to be clearly marked. The ANSI and 

UFAS standards are very similar to one another buc they vary from the PVA 

standards. The UFAS standards provide thac parking spaces for disabled 

persons shall be “the spaces or zones located closest to the nearest 

accessible entrance on an accessible route., In separate parking structures 

or lot3 that do not serve a particular building, parking spaces for disabled

people shall be located on the shortest possible circulation route to an

5/
accessible pedestrian entrance of the parking facility." The UFAS and the

ANSI standards, like the P V A  model regulations, also contain signage require- 

6/
m e n t s .

Requirements for the size of the parking spaces are also provided in 

each of the three standards. The P V A  model regulations require that parallel 

curb side parking for handicapped persons be separated from adjacent spaces 

by a minimum of five feet of a striped no parking area. Perpendicular 

parking spaces are to be at least eight feet wide and free of o b s t r uction if 

at the end of a line of parking spaces and all adjacenc spaces are to be ac 

least eight feet wide with an additional five feec of a striped no parking 

area between each such space.

CRS-4

5/ 49 Fed. Reg. 31562 (1984). See also ANSI standard ac 22. 

6/ 49 Fed. Reg. 31563 (1984); ANSI standard at 22.



The ANSI and UFAS scs.idards for Che size of parking spaces are basically

Che same: boch require Chac parking spaces shall be ac lease eighc feec wide

v i c h  a n  a c c e s 3  a i s l e  o f  f i v e  f e e c ,  c h a c  p a r k i n g  a c c e s s  a i 3 l e s  s h a l l  b e  p a r e

o f  a n  a c c e s s i b l e  r o u c e  C o  C h e  b u i l d i n g  t o  f a c i l i C y  e n c r a n c e ,  c h a c  c v o

a c c e s s i b l e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  o a y  s h a r e  a  c o m m o n  a c c e s s  a i s l e ,  a n d  c h a c  p a r k e d

v e h i c l e  o v e r h a n g s  s h a l l  n o c  r e d u c e  C h e  c l e a r  v i d c h  o f  a n  a c c e s s i b l e  c i r -  

1J
culacion r o u c e . The UFAS scandard has an addicional requiremenc chac

p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a n d  a c c e s s  a i s l e s  s h a l l  b e  l e v e l  w i t h  s u r f a c e  s l o p e s  n o c

3 /

exceeding 1:50 and concains an excepcion ralacing Co space for vans.

The PVA model regulacions conCain a chare providing che number of

r
spaces co be designaced for use by handicapped persons in Iocs or facilities 

wich various numbers of parking spaces. The UFAS regulacions contain che 

same chart buc also have several exceptions. These exception! provide:

( 1 )  c h a t  C h e  t o t a l  n u m b e r  o f  a c c e s s i b l e  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  m a y  b e  d i s t r i b u t e d  

a m o n g  p a r k i n g  l o t s ,  a n d  (2) C h a t  C h e  c h a r t  d o e s  n o c  a p p l y  C o  p a r k i n g  p r o ­

v i d e d  f o r  o f f i c i a l  g o v e r n m e n t  v e h i c l e s .  In a d d i t i o n ,  c h e  UFAS r e g u l a c i o n s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  d i s c u s s  p a s s e n g e r  l o a d i n g  z o n e s ,  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  f o r  s i d e  l i f t

v a n s ,  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a t  a c c e s s i b l e  h o u s i n g ,  a n d  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a c  h e a l t h  

9/

c a r e  f a c i l i t i e s .  The ANSI s t a n d a r d s  a r e  m u c h  r . r e  g e n e r a l  c h a n  e i t h e r  t h e  

PVA m o d e l  r e g u l a c i o n s  o r  C h e  UFAS r e g u l a c i o n s ;  t h e y  s i m p l y  p r o v i d e  t h a t  

' * [ i ] f  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a r e  p r o v i d e d ,  a  r e a s o n a b l e  n u m b e r ,  b u c  a l w a y s  a t  l e a s e

CRS-5

7/ 49 Fed. Reg. 31562-31563 (1984); ANSI Scandard ac 22.

8/ 49 Fed. Reg. 31563 (1984).

9/ 49 F e d .  R e g .  3 1 5 3 8  ( 1 9 8 4 ) .
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one., of accessible spaces shall comply with 4.6.2 through 4 . 6 . 4“ (the

10/
accessibility requirements).

III. COMPARISON OF P V A  MODEL REGULATIONS TO A STATE STATUTE 

A. Motor Vehicle Identification

The PVA model regulations specify that only motor vehicles bearing

the proper identification shall be allowed to park: in 3pace3 designated for

use by handicapped persons. Proper identification was described as a

license place with the international symbol of access or a placard

with the international symbol of access.

Motor vehicle identification i3 a subject most often dealt with in

state statutes. For example, Illinois State law provides that a motor

vehicle which bears registration plates or a special decal may park in

11/
places Specially designated for handicapped persons parking. The statute

describes the special license plate as one easily recognizable through
12/

the use of the international accessbility symbol.

C D  Parking Privileges for Handicapped Persons

The PVA model regulacions provide that the d e s i gnated handicapped parking 

space is reserved for the exclusive use of a motor vehicle owned and/or 

operaced by a handicapped persons which carries a valid license plate or 

placard. Any vehicle displaying the proper identification is to be granted

5

C R S - 6

4

1 0 / ANSI Standard at 22.

l U  111. Ann. Stat. ch. 95 1/2 §11-1301.3.

12/ 111. Ana. Stat. ch. 95 1/2 §§3-611, 11-1301.2.
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II

C h e  u s e  o f  t h e  s p a c e s  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i n  w h i c h  c h e  v e h i c l e  i s  r e ­

g i s t e r e d  .

The Illinois statutes prohibit parking In a space designated for 

handicapped persons except where Che proper registration plates or decals

13/
are exhibited. Since these plates or deca.ls are to be those Issued by 

the State of Illino j , the Illinois statutes apparently do aot explicitly 

provide for th » recognition of the license plates of ocher st?ites as 

doe3 Che PVA aodel regulation.

C. Parking Privileges for T emporarily Handicapped Persons

The F7A model regulacions provide for a special color-coded placard

to be issued to a person who is temporarily rdisabled. This placard shall 

be valid only for a period of 180 day3 but may be renewed for an additional 

180 days. The Illinois statutes do not contain a specific section on 

parking privileges for temporarily handicapped persons buc it i3 possible 

that che general Illinois statutes on parking privileges for handicapped 

persons may cover persons temporarily handicapped as well.

D. Rules and Regulations for Issuance

The PVA aodel regulations provide chac che Commissioner of Mocor

Vehicles or other state official shall make rules as necessary pertaining

to parking for handicapped persons and chac in formulating such rules

consideration shall be given to the uniformity and conformity of che laws 

with chose of ocher states. In order to obtain the special handicapped 

license place, each state is to require a written medical scacemenc chac the 

applicant is in fact disabled; this medical verification shall be one time

....... ■ . • • ■ V '% - ' .
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only for permanently disabled persons. The use of placards which can be 

more easily tranferred than license plates is also encouraged as is the cen­

tralisation of the process and procedure for the issuance of handicapped 

parking placards and license plates. Finally, che PVA model regulacions 

require chac che che C o mmissioner of Mocor Vehicles or designaced official 

of each scace shall compile and maincaln a registry of che names, addresses 

and license numbers of all handicapped persons who obcain special plates 

or placards in order Co help insure chac an adequate number of spaces are 

available.

Man y  of Chese P V A  model regulation provisions have no parallel in
r

the Illinois scacutes. The Illinois statutes provide that che Secretary 

of Scace has che authority Co promulgate rules concerning special decals

14/
for handicapped parking and Co make special designations so that

15/
automobiles using places for handicapped persons are easily recognizable.

This authority does not appear to be as broad as Chat in Che PVA oodel

regulacions. The Illinois statutes also concain a provision requiring a

scacement certified by a physician thac che person seeking regiscracion is

16/

a physically handicapped person s d a provision relating Co special

17/
decals. The ocher provisions of che PVA model regulations have no parallel 

in che Illinois statutes.

CRS-8
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15/ 111. Ann. Scat. 95 1/2 §3-611.

16/ H I .  Ann. Scat. 95 1/2 §3-616.
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A

E .  P e n a l t y  P r o v i s i o n s

T h e  P ^ A  m o d e l  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  t h a t  p a r k i n g  i n  a  s p a c e  m a r k e d

f o r  a  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n  w i t h o u t  c h e  p r o p e r  l i c e n s e  p l a c e  o r  p l a c a r d  i s

a  t r a f f i c  o f f e n s e  p u n i s h a b l e  b y  a  m i n i m u m  $ 5 0 . 0 0  f i n e  a n d  t o w i n g .  T h i 3

p e n a l t y  i s  t o  b e  e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  p o l i c e .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  c h e  P V A

a o d e l  r e g u l a t i o n s  p r o v i d e  t h a t  a n y  p e r s o n  w h o  w i l l f u l l y  a n d  f a l s e l y

r e p r e s e n t s  h i m s e l f  a s  a  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n  i n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a  s p e c i a l

l i c e n c e  p l a t e  o r  p l a c a r d  i s  g u i l t y  o f  a  m i s d e m e a n o r  a n d  s u b j e c t  t o  a

m i n i m u m  f i n e  o f  $ 5 0 0 . 0 0 .  T h e  I l l i n o i s  s t a t u t e  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  v e h i c l e s

p a r k i n g  i n  a  s p a c e  m a r k e d  f o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s  w h o  d o  n o t  d i s p l a y  a n

1 8 /

a p p r o p r i a t e  l i c e n s e  p l a t e  o r  d e c a l  a r e  s u b j e c t  t o  c o w i n g .

I V .  S U M i A R Y

T h e  P a r a l y z e d  V e c e r a n s  o f  A m e r i c a  h a v e  d r a f t e d  m o d e l  r e g u l a c i o n s  f o r  

t h e  p a r k i n g  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  o f  m o t o r  v e h i c l e s  u s e d  b y  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s  i n  

a n  a t t e m p t  t o  e n c o u r a g e  u n i f o r m i t y  a m o n g  t h e  s t a t e s  a n d  t o  e n c o u r a g e  a g r e e ­

m e n t s  o f  r e c i p r o c i t y .  T h e s e  r e g u l a c i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  c o m p a r e d  w i t h  s t a n d a r d s  

i s s u e d  b y  c h e  A m e r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d s  I n s t i t u t e  ( A N S I ) ,  w i t h  r e g u l a c i o n s  

p r o m u l g a t e d  p u r s u a n t  t o  t h e  A r c h i t e c t u r a l  B a r r i e r s  A c t  ( r e f e r r e d  t o  a s  c h e  

U F A S  r e g u l a c i o n s )  a n d  w i t h  c h e  I l l i n o i s  S c a c e  s t a t u t e s .

T h e  P V A  m o d e l  r e g u l a c i o n s  a r e  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  A N S I  a n d  U F A S  s t a n d a r d s  

i n  s e v e r a l  r e s p e c t s  a l t h o u g h  t h e r e  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e s  d u e  t o  t h e  

d i f f e r e n c e s  i n t e n d e d  i n  c o v e r a g e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  c h e  A N S I  a n d  U F A S  s c a n d a r d s  

c o v e r  a l l  t y p e s  o f  a c c e s s i b i l i t y ,  i n c l u d i n g  a c c e s s i b i l i t y  t o  t e l e p h o n e s ,  s o

CRS-9
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t h e i r  d e f i n i t i o n  o f  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n  w i l l  o f  n e c e s s i t y  b e  b r o a d e r  

t h a n  t h a t  o f  t h e  P V A  o o d e l  r e g u l a c i o n s  w h i c h  o n l y  c o v e r  p a r k i n g .  S e v e r a l  

o f  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  C h e  P V A  o o d e l  r e g u l a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  A N S I  a n d  

U F A S  s t a n d a r d s  a r e  n o c  e x p l i c a b l e  f o r  C h i 3  r e a s o n ,  h o w e v e r .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  

a l l  t h r e e  s t a n d a r d s  d i s c u s s  C h e  s i z e  o f  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  b u t  t h e  U F A S  

r e g u l a t i o n s  c o n t a i n  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  n o t  f o u n d  i n  t h e  P V A  o r  A N S I  s t a n d a r d s  

C h a c  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  a . » d  a c c e s s  a i s l e  s h a l l  b e  l e v e l  w i t h  s u r f a c e  s l o p e s  

n o t  t o  e x c e e d  1 : 5 0 .

S i n c e  m a n y  o f  c h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  c h e  P V A  m o d i .  1  r e g u l a t i o n s  w e r e  n o c  

d i r e c t l y  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  A N S I  o r  U F A S  s t a n d a r d s ,  a  s t a t e  s t a t u t e  

w a s  s e l e c t e d  t o  c o m p a r e  t o  t h e  P V A  m o d e l  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h i s  c o m p a r i s o n  

i n d i c a t e d  t h a t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  S t a t e  s t a t u t e s  c o n t a i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  s a m e  p r o ­

v i s i o n s ,  i . e . ,  p r o v i d i n g  p a r k i n g  s p a c e s  f o r  h a n d i c a p p e d  p e r s o n s ,  p e n a l t i e s  

o f  t h e i r  m i s u s e ,  e t c . ,  b u t  t h e  I l l i n o i s  s t a t u t e s  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  n o t  a s  d e ­

t a i l e d .  I t  s h o u l d  b d  n o t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  m a y  b e  s c a c e  r e g u l a c i o n s  

w h i c h  p r o v i d e  m o r e  d e t a i l .



A P P E N D I X  A

* Special Parking Peivilrtca for Handicapped

Pirsont. Pub L. U - ' l .  Title III. ) 321. Aug. 
I} . 19'JJ. 97 5ui a j j .  provided llist.

~t»l The Congress finds iha i—
"fl) in (hit N i n o n  ihere c a m  millions of 

□ handicapeed people wiin severe physical im.

p a i r m e n u  including partial paralvsiL lime a m -  

puiauon. chronic h o n  condition. e m p n v s e m x  

a n h n n v .  r h c u m a i u m .  and oihcr debilitating 

conditions which greatly limi Ihcir personal 

moeni(>:

1 2 )  these people 'a id e  in each o f (he several 
S iam  and have need and reason lo travel from 

J one Stole to another for buiincss and recrea­
tional purposes.

“(3 ) each State m a i n i a m a  the ntht to esrab- 

e luh a n d  enforce no o - n  code of regulation]

regarding the appropriate ute of motor vehicles 

operatini within i n  jurisdiction:

•741 within a given State handicapped indi­

viduals art oflentimn granted tprcul picking 

privileges to help olTvet m e  limiutiona imposed 

by t.ior pnyiicaJ impairment:

■751 these ipeciaj ptxiin| privileges vary

v from State to State n  d o  the m e m o d s  and

m e a n a  of identifying v t n i d o  used ey disabled 

individual!, ad of vntch verve to i mpede b o m  

the enforcement of ipeetaJ parsing privileges 

and the handicapped individual'] freedom to 

propeTly uuliae tuch pnvtlegea:

• 7 0  there are m a n y  eiToru currently under- 

n a y  (o help alleviate these problcma through 

public a v i r c n c u  a n d  a d m i n  .lanvc change aa 

encouraged by concerned individual! a n d  na­

tional associations directly involved io mailers 

relating to the issue of special parsing privileges 

J  for disabled individual!: a n d

"17) despite these efforts the fact remains 

iital m a n y  Stairs m a y  need io p i e  (he matter 

legislative consideration io ensure a proper reso-

l-iiicn of this issue, especially as it relsies lo la* 

cr.lorccmem a n d  p u c a r d  responsibility 

"fbl T h e  Congress encourages cash of ihe sev­

eral S i a m  w o rking through ihe National G o v e r­

nors Conference it>—

t l )  sdoot the International S y m b o l  of A c ­

cess aa the only recognized a n d  adoc nl symool 

lo be used to identify vehicles earning those 

citizen! *ith a c k n o w l e d g e d  pit; ncal impair- 

ments;
"III grant to vehicles d u p i a y m g  thia ssmbol 

the special parking privileges *hien a State m a y  
: provide: and

"(31 perr the International S y m b o l  of A c ­

cess io appc. other c n  a specialized license 

plaie. or o n  a specialized placard placed us m e  

vcmcles VI is 10 oe clearly v m o i e  inrougn ihe 
f r o m  windshield. or o n  both such placo- 

1 e) It is the sense of the Congress that agree- 

m e n u  of reciprocity relating to the special parsing 

privileges g r i m e d  handicapped individuals ihouid 

be developed a n d  e m e r e d  into ny snd between ihe 

several S utea >o is lo­

l l )  facilitate the free jnd u n e n c u m b e r e d  use 

between ihe several S i a m ,  of ihe special park­

ing privileges atTordcd ihose people w m h  ac- 

a nowlc d p r d  handicapped condition! w u n o u t  

regard io ihe Slats of residence of 'he handi­

cap p e d  person utilipmg such privilege:

1 2 1  i m prove ihe c u e  of la* enforcement in 
each Siaic of u s  ipecial parting pnvilrgo and 

to faeilnaie ihe handling of uolaiors. and 

"131 e m u r e  ihai m o u r  venicia carrying indi­

viduals * u h  a c k nowledged handicacped c m c i -  

n o n a  be p v e n  fair and prrdiciasic treatment 

ihrougooui m e  N i n o n

7 4 ) aa used io this teciuin ihe term 'Suit 

m e a n s  the levrrai S i a m  and m e  D i u n c i  of Co- 

lumou.
I l l  T h e  Secretary of T r a n a p o n a u o n  ihail pro­

ve t j ;e 0 y ot' m u  section to ihe G o v e r n o r  of o c n  

S u i x  a n d  :«t M a v o e  of m e  C u i n c i  at' Calu-mpu.'



Special ID  cards to help identify abusers 
o f handicapped parking privileges
3y DILL BLANKENSHIP

C.i .u l - |ou rn .i l  I j w  enforcement writer

It ’s InfurlAtlnR.

You  ami w l ia l  seems l ike  a thou- 
sam l o th e r  wou ld  I *  shoppe rs  c i r c le  
t ,e S u | ' * in i * l k e l  |»«ikiiif* lot in it 
s e e m in g l y  ( u t i l e  s e a r c h  f o r  i  
p a r k in g  space within h ik ing d is tance 
o f  the f ro n t  door . As you pass (he 
s t o r e ’s en t rance  f o r  Die umpteen th  
t im e ,  you see a c a r  s l ip  e a s i ly  in to  a 
p a rk in g  s ta l l  r e se rv ed  f o r  the hand l-  
cappcd .

You  think how nice It wou ld  be Co 
f ind a pa rk in g  p lace  so c lose j s  you  
w a l l  behind a c a r  whose d r i v e r  is 
c a r e f u l l y  t ra ck ing  the path ni a c o u ­
p le  leav ing  (he s to re  with a sm a l l  
ch i ld , a packed  g ro c e ry  c a r t  and a 
h a r r ie d  aacke r  In tow.

Then  yon  § «  It, and It m a k e s  y o u r  
b lood  bo l l .

Out o f  tire c a r  tha t  p a rk e d  In the 
hand icapped  s t a l l  bounds a seem ing ­
ly  ab le -b o d ie d  young  w om an  She

st r ides Into the i t o r e  d isp lay ing  no 
appa ren t  m a la d y .  Y c u r  f i r s t  thought 
is tha t she has pa rked  I l l e g a l l y ,  and 
y ou r  instinct Is l o  c a l i  the police . 
Hut then you notice tha t f r o m  he r 
c a r ’s r e a rv iew  m i r r o r  hangs a va lid , 
s t a l e - i s s u e d  h a n d l c a p p c d - p a r k ln g  
p la c a rd

M om en ts  la te r ,  the aan ie  young 
w om an  w a lk s  out the ex it  toting a 
50-pound sack o I dog food . She ea s i ly  
hau ls  it l o  h e r  c a r ,  opens the door , 
tosses It otj the passenger scat, gets 
In and d r iv e s  o f f .

Y ou  say  to y ou rse l f ,  “ T h e re  ought 
(o  be a l aw  l o  p reven t  such sbuse ."

E f fe c t i v e  Tuesday ,  the re  is.
M o re  than l ik e ly ,  says  Topekan  

Bob B u rk e ,  a l o n g t im e  ad voca te  o f  
p a r k in g  p r i v i l e g e s  f o r  the h a n d i ­
capp ed ,  the young  w o m a n  has a 
f a m i l y  m em b e r  who la handicapped 
and t ru ly  dese rves  the p a rk in g  p r i v i ­
leges ex tended by a U t e  law .

Howeve r ,  the young  w om an  e ithe r 
through Igno rance  o r  w i l l f u l  d is re ­
g a rd  is v i o l a t i n g  b a n d lc a p p e d -

pa rk ing  statutes.
“ P eop le  fo rge t  that hand icapped- 

p a r t in g  p e rm i ts  a i e  issued to  p eo ­
ple, not ca rs .  And It (he hand icapped  
person is not in ihe ca r ,  the d r i v e r  
should not p a rk  in a handicap!*.*:! 
s t a l l , "  said f lu ik e ,  who su f fe r s  f r o m  
m u scu la r  dys t rophy a ml wea rs  b r a c ­
es on both legs.

To aid law en fo rcem en t  o f  f ie  n  in 
c a tch in g  a b u se r s  l i k e  the uog  
w om an ,  new hand icapped  p a r k in g  
s ta tu te s  e f f e c t i v e  T u e sd ay  r e q u i r e  
the s ta te  D epa r tm en t  o f  R ev enue  to 
issue spec ia l ident i f ica t ion  c a rd s  lo  
ho lde rs o f  handicapped o r  d isab led - 
v e t e r a n  l icense  p la te s  and haod i -  
capped -pa rk ing  p la ca rd s

Ken C la rk ,  a spokesman  ( o r  tbe 
D iv is ion  of M o lo r  Vehic les , sa id  his 
ag ency  w i l l  begin send ing  I d l e r s  
this week to Ihe m u re  than 35 .000 
K a n u n s  who ho ld  p e rm anen t  s j x -  
ci.sl pa rk ing  p r iv i leges f o r  d isab led  
peop le , aa we l l  as about 1,000 o the rs

Con t inu ed  o n  p jg e  J. c o l u m n  I



who c u r r e n t l y  have t e m p o r a r y  p la c ­
a rd s  f o r  such a i lm en ts  as b ro k e n  
l im b s

( ' l a r k  sa id  tho se  r e c e i v i n g  the 
le t t e r s  w i l l  h ave  30 d ays  to r e t u rn  a 
f o rm  c e r t i f y in g  the ir  need f o r  the 
p a rk in g  p r iv i l e g e s  a long  w ith  S I f o r  
the new b i l l f o ld  ID  c a rd .  D isab led  
v e te ra n s  w i l l  be e x em p t  f r o m  p a y ­
ing the c a rd  fee but wllf. t u v e  to 
r e t u rn  the f o rm ,  he said.

I f  h o ld e rs  o f  the h and ic app ed  l i ­
cense p la te s  and  p la c a r d s  ( a i l  to  r e ­
tu rn  the f o rm s  w ith in  30 days , C l a r k  
said , the d iv is io n  w i l l  m a i l  th em  an ­
o th e r  le t t e r  In e a r l y  August , say ing  
they  must  re sp ond  w ith in  F3 days o r  
th e i r  h and icapped  p r iv i l e g e s  w i l l  be 
c ance led .

N u m b e r s  on  the  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  
c a rd s  w i l l  c o r r e s p o n d  l o  num be rs  on 
d isab led  peop le 's  l icense p la te s  o r  
p la c a rd s  l o  en su re  that p a rk in g  p r i v ­
i leges  a r e  used o n ly  by the h and i ­
capped  pe rson  to w hom  the p la te  o r  
p la c a r d  is Issued, o r  by p eop le  t r a n s ­
po r t ing  the h o ld e r  o f  the p la c a rd ,  
C la r k  said

A f te r  the I D  c a rd s  a r e  Issued , p o ­
l ice seeing an a p p a r e n t ly  ab le -b od ­
ied pe rson  p a r k  In a hand icapped  
park ing  s t a l l  m a y  ask  the person  to 
produce the ID  c a r d  and  d r iv e r 's  
l icense lo  c o m p a r e  names . I I  the 
n am es  don't m a tc h ,  an o f f i c e r  can 
Issue Ihe pe rson  a t icke t  f o r  I l l e g a l l y  

, p a r k in g  In a h a n d ic a p p e d  s t a l l ,
' which In T opeka  c a r r i e s  a f in e  o f 

110 to 1100  and. In p la ce s  w ithout a 
V xa l  o rd in ance ,  a f in e  o f  up to 125.

I In addition, the perxon can be clt- 
I ed tor (alsely using a h»ndlcap|>cd- 
\ patting privilege and be subject to a

f ine o f up to 1250 , acco rd ing  to the 
new sta tu te .

B u r k e  sa id  a n o th e r  Im p o r t a n t  
change, which cu r ren t  handicapped 
l ic en se  p la te  and  p la c a rd  h o ld e rs  
shou ld keep  In m ind  when asked to 
r e c e r t i f y  th e i r  need f o r  park ing  p r i v ­
i le g e s ,  Is a new  d e f in i t io n  o f  a 
"h and icapped  p e r s o n "  fo r  purposes 
o f  ob ta in ing a p a rk in g  perm it .

I t  p ro v id es  a m o re  spec if ic  m ob i l i ­
ty s tanda rd  (b an  cu r ren t  U w ,  Bu rke  
said.

The l aw  sp ec i f ie s  that l o  be con ­
s idered h and icapped  f o r  (he purpose 
o f getting a s la te - is su ed  handicapped 
l icense o r  p la c a rd ,  a person must 
have a d eb i l i t a t in g  phys ica l  cond i­
tion (hat l im it s  unass is ted  wa lk ing  to 
less than 200 feet.

The  d e f in i t i o n  a l s o  In c lu d es  se ­
v e r e l y  v i s u a l l y  im p a i r e d  p eop le .  
Bu rk e  sa id  this was n ece ssa ry  be­
cause o f  Ins tances  In which a blind 
passenger has been mugged o r  has 
fa l l e n  a f t e r  be ing  d ropped  o f f  at 
cu rb  side by a d r i v e r  unab le  to f ind 
a c lose pa rk ing  p lace .

The purpose o f  the def in i t ion , ac ­
co rd in g  to B u rk e ,  Is to  l im i t  the

A lthough  he has no m o re  than his 
ow n  p e r s on a l  expe r ience in dea l ing  
w ith  hand icapped  park ing  f o r  s e v e r ­
a l  y e a r s .  B u rk e  est ima tes  30 percent 
to 40 pe rcen t  o f  cu r ren t  ho lde rs  o f  
h and icapped -p a rk ing  p e rm its  do not 
m ee t  the new requ irements .

One o f  t h t  reasons fo r  such abuse, 
a c co rd ing  to Bu rke . Is the absence o f  
a n y  sanc tion  in cu r ren t  U w  against 
phys ic ians who know ing ly  ce r t i f y  a 
hea l th y  p e r s o n ’s request f o r  a handi­
capped p a rk in g  perm it .

V e ry  o f ten ,  f am i ly  m em be rs  o f  an 
e ld e r ly  p e rs on  seek a p e rm i t  s im p ly  
because th e i r  o the rw ise  hea l thy  r e l ­
a t ive  is gett ing old, B u rk e  said

"And  age  a lone is not a hand icap ."  
he said . " B u t  docto rs have to ld me 
that they h a v e  had f a m i l y  m embers  
o f  pat ien ts th rea ten  "ko change doc­
tors un less they sign ;he  app lica t ion  
f o rm  f o r  a h an d ic a pp e d -p a rk in g  
p la c a rd  "

To c o r r e c t  that situation , t l .e new 
law  says a phys ic ian  who w i l l fu l ly  
and f a l s e ly  ce r t i f ie s  (h a t  a person is 
q u a l i f i e d  f o r  h and icapped -p a rk ing  
p r iv i leg es  wou ld  be gu i l ty  o f  a class 
C m isd em ean o r .  A c lass C  m isde­
m ean o r  c a r r i e s  a fine of up to JS00 
o r  a j a i l  t e rm  o f  up to 10 days.

The law  p rov ides  Identica l p ena l­
ties fo r  the app lican t  who m is r e p r e ­
sents h im se l f  f o r  the purpo.se o f  ob ­
t a in in g  a h a n d i c a p p e d - p a r k i n g  
perm it .

C l a r k  s a id  th e  r e c e r t i f i c a t i o n  
fo rm s  being d is t r ibu ted  to Issue the • 
ID  co rd s  do not requ i re  any med ica l  
rev iew . H o w e v e r , ' a  new p rov is ion  
re q u i r e *  a l l  h a n d lc a p p t  ' p la c a r d

nmg j u t y  i ,  ivox.'
C la r k  sa id  his agency has not yet 

decided whethe r the th re e -y e a r  re ­
c e r t i f i c a t i o n  f o r m  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a 
m ed ica l  s ta tem en t .  A lso , beginning 
J u ly  1, 1 B8y. the p la ca rd s '  c o 'u r  w i l l  
be changed e v e r y  three y e n r *  as a 
means o f  b e l t e r  en fo rc ing  Ui* r e c e r ­
t i f ication p ro ce ss

The new law  a ls o  requ i re s  (he r e ­
turn  o f p la ca rd s  to (he D epa r tm en t  
o f  Bevcnue upon the death o f  the 
handicapped person. S im i la r l y ,  spe­
c ia l  license p la te s  must be re tu rned  
to the county t r e a s u r e r  f o r  e x ­
change. T em po ra ry  p la c o rd s  must 
be returned upon exp ira t ion .

B u rk e  said he has been (o ld  o f  
Instances in which a hand icapped  
person's su rv ivo rs continue to use 
the deceased's pa rk in  p la c a rd  to 
p a rk  In handicapped sta l ls .

Du rkc and C la rk  ag ree  that these 
p ro v i s io n s  and o th e r s  B u rk e  w i l l  
seek during the next leg is la t iv e  ses­
sion w i l l  go a long way In reducing 
abuse o f  handicapped-park ing p r iv i ­
leges

And If abuse Is reduced. Bu rke  
said both handicapped and non hand­
ic apped  m o to r i s t s  w i l l  b e n e f i t .  
Handicapped packers w i l l  s tand a 
be lte r  chance o f  f inding an av a i la b le  
parking space. And non handicapped 
d r iv e rs  w i l l  know tha t  a t t r a c t i v e  
space nea r  the f ront doo r o f  a bus i­
ness Is re s e rv ed  l o r  and w i l l  be used 
by someone who t ru ly  needs It.

I




