


January 26, 1987

Senate Bill No. 78

An Act relating to unauthorized use of handicapped parking.

This is a bill simply to make unauthorized use of handicapped
parking an infraction. This makes it possible to set a fine
and to take action when a car without a permit parks in the
handicapped parking areas around a Shopping Mall or other
areas in a Borough or City.

It is extremely unhandy for a person in a wheelchair to go
from his/her car into a store if they have to park even two
cars away from the ramp and door of a facility.

In sunny nice weather there aren®"t many problems but let it
rain or snow or sleet and then others use the parking places
designated for the handicapped because, frankly, it 1is simply
handier or you stay drier using these spaces. This bill makes
it illegal and allows a penalty.

I was assured by Mr. Brown at the Department of Motor Vehicles
that this bill was important and that it was a necessary bill
for enforcing unauthorized use of handicapped parking.

He also assured me that although they now have a regulation,

tl ire are also limitations, that make it less than satisfactory
in particular situations.

This is a step toward making life a bit simpler and easier for
the handicapped and | ask that the bill be moved out of
committee.



BILL NO: SB 78 DATE: 1/26/87

TITLE: “An Act relating to unauthor-coNTACT: Maj. Walter J. Gilmour
ized use of handicapped Acting Director
parking.

The Division of Alaska State Troopers supports passage of this legislation.

Too often citizens ignore the necessity of handicapped parking restric-
tions. No state statute has previously existed to enforce handicapped
parking, only municipal ordinances in certain jurisdictions.

Passage of this bill will provide statutory authority to state and local
law enforcement agencies to enforce handicapped parking restrictions.

WILLIAM R. NIX
Acting Commissioner
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Congressional Research Service
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W**hin*ton, D.C. 20540

PARKING AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES USED BY HANDICAPPED PERSONS:
A COMPARISON OF MODEL REGULATIONS AND OTHER EXISTING STANDARDS

Nancy Lee Jones
Legislative Attorney
American Law Division
April 5, 1985



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

The Paralyzed Vecerans of America (PVA) have drafted model regulations
for the parking and licensing of motor vehicles used by handicapped persons
in an attempt to encourage uniformity among the states and to encourage agree—
ments of reciprocity. These regulations have been compared with standards
issued by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), with regulations
promulgated pursuant to the Architectural Barriers Act (referred to a3 the
UPAS regulations) and with the Illinois State statutes.

The PVA model regulations are very similar to the ANSI and UPAS standards
in several respects although there are significant differences due to the
differences intended in coverage. Por example, the ANSI and UPAS standards
cover all types of accessibility, including accessibility to telephones, so
their definition of handicapped person will of necessity be broader
than that of the PVA model regulations which only cover parking. Several
of the differences between the PVA model regulations and the ANSI and
UPAS standards are not explicable for this reason, however. Por example,
all three standards discuss the size of parking spaces but the UPAS
regulations contain a requirement not found J.n the PVA or ANSI standards
that parking spaces and access aisle shall be level with surface slopes
not to exceed 1:50.

Since many of the provisions of the PVA model regulations were not
directly comparable to the ANSI or UPAS standards, a state statute
was selected to compare to the PVA model regulations. This comparison
indicated that the Illinois State statutes contain some of the same pro—
visions, i.e., providing parking spaces for handicapped persons, penalties
of their misuse, etc., but the Illinois statutes are generally not as de—
tailed. It should be noted, however, that there may be state regulations

which provide more detail.
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PARKING AND LICENSING OF MOTOR VEHICLES USED BY HANDICAPPED PERSONS:

A COMPARISON OF MODEL REGULATIONS AND OTHER EXISTING STANDARDS
I. INTRODUCTION

P.L. 98-78, 23 U.S.C 8402 note, discussed the importance of special
parking privileges for handicapped persons. In this statute, Congress made
several findings, including the need for such parking privileges, and the
fact that such parking privileges vary from state to state. The statute
then stated that "Congress encourages eachmwf the several States ... to (1)
adopt the International Symbol of Access as the only recognised and adopted
symbol to be used to identify vehicles carrying those citizens with
acknowledged physical impairments; (2) grant to vehicles displaying this
symbol the special parking privileges which a State may provide; and (3)
permit the International Symbol of Access to appear either on a specialized
license plate, or on a specialized placard.”™ In addition, the statute
provided that *Ti]Jt is the sense of the Congress that agreements of
reciprocity relating to the special parking privileges granted handicapped
individuals should be developed and entered into by and between the several

U
Scat6Seeee

In an attempt to encourage agreements of reciprocity, the Paralyzed
Veterans of America (PVA) have drafted model regulations for the parking

and licensing of motor vehicles used by handicapped persons. This report

y The complete language of the statute is reproduced as Appendix A.
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will compare these model regulations with two other standards, those pro—
mulgated by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI), and those
promulgated pursuant to the Architectural Barriers Act, 42 U.S.C. 884151-
4157, by the General Services Administration, the Department of Defense,
the Department of Housing and Urban Development, and the United States
Postal Service. This latter standard is generally referred to as the
Uniform Federal Accessibility Standard (UFAS). Many of the distinctions
between the PVA model regulations and the ANSI and UFAS standards can be
traced to their different purposes. The PVA model regulations are provided
as a model for state statutes; the ANSI and UFAS standards were intended
to provide certain general accessibility stahdards, they do not attempt
to cover subjects such as license requirements. However, the three
standards do contain sufficient similar coverage to provide a meaning—
ful comparison in several areas. The portions of the PVA model regulations
which do noc have parallel sections in either of these two standards may
well have parallel sections in state statutes. One state statute will be
compared with the PVA model regulations as an example in these areas.
I1. COMPARISON OF PVA HODEL REGULATIONS WITH ANSI STANDARDS AND REGULATIONS
ISSUED PURSUANT TO THE ARCHITECTURAL BARRIERS ACT

A. Definition of Handicapped Person

The PVA model regulations define handicapped or disabled person as
an individual "with a severe visual, audio, or physical impairment
including partial paralysis, lower limb amputation, chronic heart condition,
emphysema, arthritis, rheumatism or other debilitating condition which

limits one"s personal mobility and results in an inability to travel,

unassisted more than 200 feet, without the use of a wheelchair, crucch,
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walker, prosthetic, orthotic or other assistive device.” Both the ANSI
and the. UFAS standards contain definitions of handicapped person but these
definitions differ from the PVA regulations. The ANSI standards define
both disability and handicapped. Disability is defined as "[a] limitation
or loss of use of -physical, mental, or sensory body part or function"2 and
handicapped is defined as "[t]hose with significant limitations in using

3/
specific parts of the environment."” The UFAS regulations define physically
handicapped as "[a]n individual who has a physical impairment, 1including
impaired sensory, manual, or speaking abilities, which results in a functional

£/
limitation in access to and use of a building or facility."”

The ANSI and UFAS definitions of handiéapped persons differ from
the PVA definition in that the PVA definition 1is limited to disabliries
relating solely to mobility while the other definition® are broader. This
distinction is probably due in large part to the fact that the ANSI and
UFAS standards cover access generally, including access to such materials
as telephones, while the PVA model regulations are limited to the parking
and licensing of motor vehicles.

B. Designated Handicapped Parking Spaces

Section 3 of the PVA model regulations define designated handicapped

parking spaces as “& parking space reserved for use by a motor vehicle

2/ American National Standards Institute, Inc., American National
Standard - Specifications for Making Buildings and Facilities Accessible
to and Usable bv Physically Handicapped People (ANSI A117.1-1L980) 11 (1950).
(Hereafter cited as ANSI scandard).

3/ 1d. 12.

4/ 49 Fed. Reg. 31536 (1984).
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which is owned and/or operated by or for a handicapped person.”” The section
also discusses placement, narking, size, and number of such spaces.

The PVA model regulations provide that designated parking spaces shall
be placed as near as practicable to building entrances, elevators or walkways
which have curb cuts and appropriately designed ramps. In addition, the
model regulations require the space to be clearly marked. The ANSI and
UFAS standards are very similar to one another buc they vary from the PVA
standards. The UFAS standards provide thac parking spaces for disabled
persons shall be “the spaces or zones located closest to the nearest
accessible entrance on an accessible route., In separate parking structures
or lot3 that do not serve a particular building, parking spaces for disabled
people shall be located on the shortest possible circulation route to an

5/
accessible pedestrian entrance of the parking facility."” The UFAS and the
ANSI st7ndards, like the PVA model regulations, also contain signage require-
ments.

Requirements for the size of the parking spaces are also provided in
each of the three standards. The PVA model regulations require that parallel
curb side parking for handicapped persons be separated from adjacent spaces
by a minimum of five feet of a striped no parking area. Perpendicular
parking spaces are to be at least eight feet wide and free of obstruction if
at the end of a line of parking spaces and all adjacenc spaces are to be ac

least eight feet wide with an additional five feec of a striped no parking

area between each such space.

5/ 49 Fed. Reg. 31562 (1984). See also ANSI standard ac 22.

6/ 49 Fed. Reg. 31563 (1984); ANSI standard at 22.
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The ANS1 and UFAS scs.idards for Che size of parking spaces are basically
Che same: boch require Chac parking spaces shall be ac lease eighc feec wide
vich an acces3 aisle o f five feec, chac parking access ai3les shall be pare
o f an accessible rouce Co Che b uilding t o faciliCy encrance, chac cvo
accessible parking spaces oay share a common access aisle, and chac parked
vehicle overhangs s h all noc reduce Che clear vidch o f an accessible cir -

culacion
parking s
exceeding

The

spaces co be designaced for use by handicapped persons
wich various numbers of parking spaces.

same chart buc also have several

(1) chat
among par
vided for

s pecifica

vans, par
care fac.i
PVA m odel

il f par

7/

8/

9/

1J

rouce. The UFAS scandard has an addicional requiremenc chac

paces and access aisle s s hall be le v el w ith surface slopes noec
3/

1:50 and concains an excepcion ralacing Co space for vans.
PVA model regulacions conCain a chare providing che number of

r
in locs or facilities
The UFAS regulacions contain che

exceptions. These exception! provide:

Che to tal number o f accessible parking spaces may be distributed
king lots , and (2) Chat Che chart does noc apply Co parking pro —
o fficial government vehicles. |I’1 addition, che UFAS regulacions

Iy discuss passenger loading zones, parking spaces for side ift

king spaces at accessible housing, and parking spaces ac h ealth
9/

litie s . The ANSI standards are much r re general chan eith er the

regulacions or Che UFAS regulacions; they sim ply provide that

king spaces are provided, a reasonable number, buc alw ays at lease

49Fed. Reg. 31562-31563 (1984); ANSI Scandard ac 22.

49Fed. Reg. 31563 (1984).

49Fed. Reg. 31538 (1984).
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one., of accessible spaces shall comply with 4.6.2 through 4.6.4°" (the
10

accessibility requirements).

I11. COMPARISON OF PVA MODEL REGULATIONS TO A STATE STATUTE

A. Motor Vehicle Identification

The PVA model regulations specify that only motor vehicles bearing
the proper identification shall be allowed to park: in 3pace3 designated for
use by handicapped persons. Proper identification was described as a
license place with the international symbol of access or a placard
with the international symbol of access.

Motor vehicle identification i3 a subject most often dealt with in
state statutes. For example, Illinois State law provides that a motor
vehicle which bears registration plates or a special decal may park in

11
places Specially designated for handicapped persons parking. The statute
describes the special license plate as one easily r7cognizable through
the use of the international accessbility symbol.
cC D Parking Privileges for Handicapped Persons

The PVA model regulacions provide that the designated handicapped parking

space 1is reserved for the exclusive use of a motor vehicle owned and/or

operaced by a handicapped persons which carries a valid license plate or

placard. Any vehicle displaying the proper identification is to be granted

10/ ANSI Standard at 22.
IU 111. Ann. Stat. ch. 95 1/2 8§11-1301.3.

12/ 111. Ana. Stat. ch. 95 1/2 883-611, 11-1301.2.



Che use of the spaces regardiess of the state in which che vehicle is re-
gistered

The Illinois statutes prohibit parking In a space designated for
handicapped persons except where Che proper registration plates or decals

13/

are exhibited. Since these plates or deca.ls are to be those Issued by
the State of Illino j, the Illinois statutes apparently do aot explicitly
provide for th» recognition of the license plates of ocher st?ites as
doe3 Che PVA aodel regulation.

C. Parking Privileges for Temporarily Handicapped Persons

The F7A model regulacions provide for a special color-coded placard
to be issued to a person who is temporarily disabled. This placard shall
be valid only for a period of 180 day3 but may be renewed for an additional
180 days. The Illinois statutes do not contain a specific section on
parking privileges for temporarily handicapped persons buc it i3 possible
that che general Illinois statutes on parking privileges for handicapped
persons may cover persons temporarily handicapped as well.

D. Rules and Regulations for Issuance

The PVA aodel regulations provide chac che Commissioner of Mocor
Vehicles or other state official shall make rules as necessary pertaining
toparking for handicapped persons and chac in formulating such rules
consideration shall be given to the uniformity and conformity of che laws
with chose of ocher states. In order to obtain the special handicapped

license place, each state is to require a written medical scacemenc chac the

applicant is in fact disabled; this medical verification shall be one time

13/ 111. Ann. Stac. ch. 95 1/72 §11-1301.3.
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only for permanently disabled persons. The use of placards which can be
more easily tranferred than license plates is also encouraged as is the cen—
tralisation of the process and procedure for the issuance of handicapped
parking placards and license plates. Finally, che PVA model regulacions
require chac che che Commissioner of Mocor Vehicles or designaced official
of each scace shall compile and maincaln a registry of che names, addresses
and license numbers of all handicapped persons who obcain special plates
or placards in order Co help insure chac an adequate number of spaces are
available.

Many of Chese PVA model regulation provisions have no parallel in

r
the Illinois scacutes. The Illinois statutes provide that che Secretary
of Scace has che authority Co promulgate rules concerning special decals
14/
for handicapped parking and Co make special designations so that
15/
automobiles using places for handicapped persons are easily recognizable.
This authority does not appear to be as broad as Chat in Che PVA oodel
regulacions. The Illinois statutes also concain a provision requiring a
scacement certified by a physician thac che person seeking regiscracion is
16/
a physically handicapped person s d a provision relating Co special
17/

decals. The ocher provisions of che PVA model regulations have no parallel

in che Illinois statutes.

14/ 111.Ann. Scat. 95 1/2 811-1301.2.
15/ 111.Ann. Scat. 95 1/2 83-611.
16/ HI.Ann. Scat. 95 1/2 83-616.

17/ 111.Ann. Scat. 95 1/2 811-1301.2.
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A

E . Penalty Provisions

The P~NA m odel regulations provide that parking in a space marked
for a handicapped person w ithout che proper license place or placard is
a traffic offense punishable by a m inim um $50.00 fine and tow ing. T hil
penalty is t o be enforced by the local police . I'n addition, che PV A
aode.l regulations provide that any person w h o w illfully and falsely
represents him self as a handicapped person in order t o obtain a special
licence plate or placard is g uilty o f a misdemeanor and subiject to a
minimum fine o f $500.00. The I'llin o is statute provides that vehicles
parking in a space m arked for handicapped persons w h o do not display an

18/

appropriate license plate or decal are subiject to cowing
v . SUMIARY

The Paralyzed Vecerans o f A merica have drafted m odel regulacions for
the parking and licensing o f m otor vehicles used by handicapped persons in
an attem pt to encourage uniform ity among the states and to encourage agree —
ments o f reciprocity. These regulacions have been compared w ith standards
issued by che A m erican N ation al Standards I'nstitute (ANSI1), w ith regulacions
promulgated pursuant to the A rchitectural B arriers Act (referred to as che
UFAS regulacions) and w ith che IL'llin ois Scace statutes

The PV A m odel regulacions are very sim ilar to the ANSII and UFAS standards
in several respects alth ough there are significant differences due to the
differences intended in coverage. For example, che AN S I and UFAS scandards
cover a |1 types o f accessibility, including accessibility to telephones, s o

18/ 111. Ann. Stat. c h . 95 17/2 §11-1301.3
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their de finit o n o f handicapped person w il o f necessity be
than that o f the PV A oode.l regulacions w hich only cover park.i
o f the differences between Che PVA oodel regulations and the
UFAS standards are noc e x plicahble for Chi3 reason however.
a |1 three standards discuss Che size o f parking spaces but th
regulations contain a regqguirement not found in the PV A or AN S
Chac parking spaces a.»d access aisle s hall b e le v el w ith surf
not to exceed 1:50

Since many o f che provisions o f che PV A modi. 1 regulation
directly com parahble to the AN S I or UFAS standards, a state st
w as selected to compare to the PV A m odel regulations T his c
indicated that the I'l1lin o is State statutes contain som e o f th
visions, i e providing parking spaces for handicapped perso
o f their m isuse, e tec B but the IL1lin o is statutes are generall
tailed It should b d noted, however, that there may be scace
w hich provide more d e tail

n

a

a

broader

g . Several

UFAS

standards

ce slopes

were

tute

n

oc

m parison

same pro -
s, penalties
not as de -
regulacions



APPENDIX A

.Special Parking Peivilrtca for Handicapped
Pirsont. Pub L. U-'l. Title Il. ) 321 Aug.
1}. 199, 97 5ui ajj. provided list.

~t»| The Congress finds ihai—

“fl) in (hit Ninon ihere cam millions of
handicapeed people wiin severe physical im.
pairmenu including partial paralvsiL lime am-
puiauon. chronic hon condition. empnvsemx
anhnnv. rhcumaium. and oihcr debilitating
conditions which greatly limi Ihcir personal
moeni (>:

12) these people ‘aide in each of (he several
Siam and have need and reason lo travel from
one Stole to another for buiincss and recrea-
tional purposes.

“(3) each State mainiama the ntht to esrab-
luh and enforce no o-n code of regulation]
regarding the appropriate ute of motor vehicles
operatini within in jurisdiction:

o741 within a given State handicapped indi—
viduals art oflentimn granted tprcul picking
privileges to help olTvet me limiutiona imposed
by t.ior pnyiical impairment:

W5l these ipeciaj ptxiin| privileges vary
fromState to State n do the memods and
meana of identifying vtnido used ey disabled
individual!, ad of vntch verve to impede bom
the enforcement of ipeetal parsing privileges
and the handicapped individual®] freedom to
propeTly uuliae tuch pnvtlegea:

070 there are many eiToru currently under-
nay (o help alleviate these problcma through
public avircncu and admin .lanvc change aa
encouraged by concerned individual! and na—
tional associations directly involved io mailers
relating to the issue of special parsing privileges
for disabled individual!: and

17) despite these efforts the fact remains
iital many Stairs may need io pie (he matter
legislative consideration io ensure a proper reso-

I-iiicn of this issue, especially as it relsies lo la*
ty

“fbl The Congress encourages cash of ihe sev—
eral Siam working through ihe National Gover—

cr.lorccmem and pucard responsib

nors Conference it—
tl) sdoot the International Symbol of Ac —
cess aa the only recognized and adoc nl symool
lo be used to identify vehicles earning those
*ith acknowledged pit; ncal impair-

"1l grant to vehicles dupiaymg thia ssmbol
the special parking privileges *hien a State may
provide: and

"(31 perr the International Symbol of Ac —
cess io appc. other cn a specialized license
plaie. or on a specialized placard placed us me
vemeles VI is 10 oe clearly vmoie inrougn ihe
from windshield. or on both such placo-
le) It is the sense of the Congress that agree-

menu of reciprocity relating to the special parsing
privileges grimed handicapped individuals ihouid
be developed and emered into ny snd between ihe
several Sutea >0 is lo—

11) facilitate the free jnd unencumbered use
between ihe several Siam, of ihe special park—
ing privileges atTordcd ihose people wmh ac-
anowlcdprd handicapped condition! wunout
regard io ihe Slats of residence of “he handi—
capped person utilipmg such privilege:

121 improve ihe cue of la* enforcement in
each Siaic of us ipecial parting pnvilrgo and
to faeilnaie ihe handling of uolaiors. and

"131 emure ihai mour venicia carrying indi—
viduals *uh acknowledged handicacped cmci-
nona be pven fair and prrdiciasic treatment
ihrougooui me Ninon
74) aa used 1o this teciuin ihe term “Suit

means the levrrai Siam and me Diunci of Co-
lumou.

11l The Secretary of Tranaponauon ihail pro—
vet j ;eOy ot" mu section to ihe Governor of ocn

Suix and :«t Mavoe of me Cuinci a Calu-mpu.*
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It’s InfurlAtinR.

You ami wlial seems like a thou-
saml other would I* shoppers circle
t.e Sul"™ini*lkel |»«ikiiif* lot in it
seemingly (utile search for i
parking space within hiking distance
of the front door. As you pass (he
store's entrance for Die umpteenth
time, you see a car slip easily into a
parking stall reserved for the handl-

capfcd. . .
ou think how nice It would be Co
find a parking place so close ;- you
wall behind a car whose driver is
carefully tracking the path ni a cou-
ple leaving (he store with a small
child, a packed grocery cart and a
harried aacker In"tow.

Then yon 8« It, and It makes your
blood boll.

Out of tire car that parked In the
handicapped stall bounds a seeming-
ly able-bodied young woman She

D cards to help ic
icapped parking pr

strides Into the itore displaying no
apparent malady. Ycur first thought
is that she has parked lllegally, and
your instinct Is lo cali the police.
Hut then you notice that from her
car's rearview mirror hangs a valid,
stale-issued handlcappcd-parking
placard

Moments later, the aanie young
woman walks out the exit toting a
50-pound sack ol dog food. She easily
hauls it lo her car, opens the door,
tosses It otj the passenger scat, gets
In and drives off.

You say to yourself, “There ought
(0 be a law lo prevent such shuse."

Effective Tuesday, there is.

More than likely, says Topekan
Bob Burke, a longtime advocate of
parking privileges for the handi-
capped, the young woman has a
family member who la handicapped
and truly deserves the parking privi-
leges extended by aUte law.

However, the young woman either
through Ignorance or willful disre-
gard is violating bandlcapped-

entify abusers

vileges

parking statutes.

“People forget that handicapped-
parting permits aie issued to peo-
ple, not cars. And It (he handicapped
person is not in ihe car, the driver
should not Fark in a handicap!*.*:!
stall," said fluike, who suffers from
muscular dYstrophy aml wears brac-
es on both legs.

To aid law enforcement offie N in
catching abusers like the  uog
woman, new handicapped parking
statutes effective Tuesday require
the state Department of Revenue to
issue special identification cards lo
holders of handwaned or disabled-
veteran license plates and haodi-
caﬁped-garklng placards

en Clark, a spokesman (or tbe
Division of Molor Vehicles, said his
agency will begin sending Idlers
this week to Ihe mure than 35.000
Kanuns who hold permanent sH'x-
ci.sl Parkmg Frlvne%es for disabled
people, aa well as about 1,000 others

Continued on pjge J. column |



who currently have temporary plac-
ards for such ailments as broken
limbs

("lark said those receiving the
letters will have 30 days to return a
form certifying their need for the
parking privileges along with SI for
the new billfold ID card. Disabled
veterans will be exempt from pay-
ing the card fee but willf. tuve to
return the form, he said. .

If holders of the handlcapf)ed li-
cense plates and placards (ail to re-
turn the forms within 30 days, Clark
said, the division will mail them an-
other letter In early August, saying
they must respond within F3 days or
their handicapped privileges will be
canceled.

Numbers on the identification
cards will correspond lo numbers on
disabled people's license plates or
placards lo ensure that parking priv-
lleges are used only by the handi-
capped person to whom the plate or
placard is Issued, or br people trans-
porting the holder of the placard,
Clark said

After the ID cards are Issued, po-
lice seeing an apparently able-bod-
ied person park In a handicapped
parking stall may ask the person to
Froduce the 1D card and driver's
icense lo compare names. Il the
names don't match, an officer can
Issue Ihe person a ticket for IIIegaIIP/
, parking In a handicapped stall,
"which In Topeka carries a fine of
110 to 1100 and. In places without a
Vxal ordinance, a fine of up to 125.
I In addition, the perxon can be clt-
| ed tor (alsely using a h»ndlcap|>cd-
\ patting privilege and be subject to d

fine of up to 1250, according to the
new statute.

Burke said another Important
change, which current handlcaf) ed
license plate and placard holders
should keep In mind when asked to
recertify their need for parking priv-
ileges, Is a new definition of a
"handicapped person" for purposes
of obtaining a parking permit.

It provides a more specific mobili-

tylgtandard (ban current Uw, Burke
said.
_The law specifies that lo be con-
sidered handicapped for (he purpose
of getting a slate-issued handicapped
license or placard, a person must
have a debilitating physical condi-
tion (hat limits unassisted walking to
less than 200 feet.

The definition also Includes se-
verely visually impaired people.
Burke said this was necessary be-
cause of Instances In which a blind
Passenger has been mugged or has
allen after being dropped off at
curb side by a driver unable to find
a close parking place.

The purpose of the definition, ac-
cording to Burke, Is to limit the

Although he has no more than his
own personal experience in dealing

with handicaﬁped parking for sever-

al years. Burke estimates 30 percent
to 40 percent of current holders of
handicapped-parking permits do not

meet the new requirements.

One of tht reasons for such abuse,
according to Burke. Is the absence of
any sanction in current Uw against
ﬁhysmlans who knowmgITy certify a

ealthy person’s request for a handi-
capped parking permit.

Very often, family members of an
elderly person seek a permit S|mpl?/

because their otherwise healthy rel-

ative is getting old, Burke sai

"And age alone is not a handicap."
he said. "But doctors have told me
that they have had family members
of patients threaten "ko change doc-
tors unless theﬁ sign ;he application
form for a handicapped-parking
placard "

To correct that situation, tl.e new
law says a physician who willfully
and falsely certifies (hat a person is
qualified for handicapped-parking
privileges would be guilty of a class
C misdemeanor. A class C misde-
meanor carries a fine of up to JS00
or a jail term of up to 10 days.

~The law provides Identical penal-
ties for the applicant who misrepre-
sents himself for the purpo.se of ob-

taining a handicapped-parking
permit.
Clark said the recertification

forms being distributed to Issue the
ID cords do not require any medical
review. However,"a new provision
require* all handlcappt ' placard

nmg juty i, ivox.'

Clark said his a encK has not yet
decided whether the three-year re-
certification form will require a
medical statement. Also, beginnin(]]
July 1, 1B8y. the placards" co'ur wil
be chan?e every three yenr* as a
means of belter enforcing Ui* recer-
tification process

The new law also requires (he re-
turn of placards to (he Degartment
of Bevcnue upon the death of the
handicapped Person. Similarly, spe-
cial license plates must be returned
to the county treasurer for ex-
change. Temporary placords must
be returned upon expiration.

Burke said he has been (old of
Instances in which a handicapped
person's survivors continue to use
the deceased's parkin  placard to
park In handicapped stalls.

Durkc and Clark agree that these
provisions and others Burke will
seek during the next legislative ses-
sion will go a long way In reducing
abuse of handicapped-parking privi-
leges

And If abuse Is reduced. Burke
said both handicapped and non hand-
icapped motorists will benefit.
Handicapped packers will stand a
belter chance of finding an available
parking space. And non handicapped
drivers will know that attractive
space near the front door of a busi-
ness Is reserved lor and will be used
by someone who truly needs It.





