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T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  t a k i n g  t h e  t i m e  t o  w r i t e  to m e  i n  
s u p p o r t  of  SB-69. I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s e n d i n q  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s '  p o s i t i o n  sta t e m e n t .
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p o s i t i o n  o n  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  s t a t e s  t h a t  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  n e g a t i v e l y  

a f f e c t s  t h e  s o c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  a n d  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  

t h a t  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p o s i t i v e  a n d  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  

s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e .

I  h a v e  e n c l o s e d  a  c o p y  o f  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  s t a t e m e n t  f o r  y o u r  r e v i e w .  A l s o  

e n c l o s e d  i s  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  s u p p o r t i n g  p a p e r  f o r  t h i s  p o s i t i o n .  T h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  

p a p e r  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  i s s u e  o f  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  s . *  d o c u m e n t e d  w i t h i n  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  l i t e r a t u r e  a n d  r e s e a r c h  a n d  a v o i d s  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  a r g u m e n t s  t h a t  

o f t e n  s e r v e  t o  c o n f u s e  t h e  i s s u e .  I  a m  c o n f i d e n t  t h a t  i f  y o u  c a n  f i n d  t h e  t i m e  

t o  r e v i e w  t h i s  s u p p o r t i n g  p a p e r  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  i t  i n f o r m a t i v e  a n d  h o p e f u l l y  

c o n v i n c i n g .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  c o n c e r n s  r e l a t e d  t o  N A S P ' s  p o s i t i o n  o n  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  
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Position on Corporal Punishment

As the purpose of the National Association of School Psychologists is to serve the mental 
health and educational needs or all children and youth; and

The use of corporal punishment as a disciplinary procedure in the schools negatively a ffec ts the 
social, educational, and psychological development of students; and

The use of corporal punishment by educators reinforces the misconception that hitting is an 
appropriate and effective technique to discipline children; and

Corporal punishment as a disciplinary technique can be easily abused and thereby contribute to 
the cycle of child abuse; and

School psychologists are legally and ethically bound to protect the students they serve; and

Research indicates that punishment is ineffective in teaching new behaviors, that a variety of 
positive and effective alternatives are available to maintain school discipline, and that children 
learn more appropriate problem solving behaviors when provided with the necessary models;

Therefore it is resolved that the National Association of School Psychologists joins other 
organizations in opposing the use of corporal punishment in the schools and in other institutions 
where children are cared for or educated;

And will work actively with other organizations to influence public opinion and legislative bodies in 
recognizing the consequences of corporal punishment, in understanding and researching 
alternatives to corporal punishment, and in prohibiting the continued use of corporal 
punishment;

And will encourage state affiliate organizations and individual members to adopt positions 
opposing corporal punishment, to promote understanding of and research on alternatives to 
corporal punishment including preventive initiatives, and to support abolition of corporal 
punishment at state and local levels.
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D efin ition

C o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  is d e f i n e d  as the i n t e n t i o n a l  i n f l i c t i o n  of 
p h y s i c a l  p a i n ,  p h y s i c a l  r e s t r a i n t ,  a n d / o r  d i s c o m f o r t  u p o n  a 
s t u d e n t  as a d i s c i p l i n a r y  t e c h n i q u e .  C o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  d o e s
n o t  i n c l u d e  use of r e a s o n a b l e  a n d  n e c e s s a r y  p h y s i c a l  fo r c e :  (a)
to q u e l l  a d i s t u r b a n c e  t h a t  t h r e a t e n s  p h y s i c a l  i n j u r y  to any
p e r s o n  or  d e s t r u c t i o n  of p r o p e r t y ;  (b) t o  o b t a i n  p o s s e s s i o n  of  a
w e a p o n  o r  o t h e r  d a n g e r o u s  o b j e c t s  w i t h i n  a p u p i l ' s  c o n t r o l ;  and
(c) f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  s e l f - d e f e n s e  or  t h e  d e f e n s e  o f  o t h e r s .

B a c k g r o u n d

H i s t o r i c a l : T h e  u s e  of  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  as a d i s c i p l i n a r y
t e c h n i q u e  in i n s t i t u t i o n a l  s e t t i n g s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  f a m i l y  a n d  the 
s c h o o l  h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y  a c c e p t e d  in the U n i t e d  S t a t e s .  S u c h  
s u p p o r t  is b a s e d  o n  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f ,  "in l o c o  p a r e n t i s "
p r a c t i c e  (or s c h o o l s  a c t i n g  in  the p l a c e  of t h e  p a r e n t s ) , and
c u l t u r a l  v a l u e s .  H o w e v e r ,  c a s u a l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  the u s e  of
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  has d e c l i n e d  as p u b l i c  a w a r e n e s s  o f  its 

. d a m a g i n g  u s e s  a n d  n e g a t i v e  i m p a c t  h a s  i n c r e a s e d  (Office o f  C i v i l  

R i g h t s ,  1982).

C u r r e n t l y ,  o n l y  e i g h t  s t a t e s  h a v e  e l i m i n a t e d  the u s e  of c o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  in s c h o o l s  b y  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  or l o c a l  m a n d a t e s .  
T h e s e  i n c l u d e :  H a w a i i ,  M a i n e ,  M a s s a c h u s e t t s ,  N e w  H a m p s h i r e ,  N e w
J e r s e y ,  N e w  Y ork, R h o d e  I s l a n d ,  a n d  V e r m o n t .

O f  t h e  42 s t a t e s  t h a t  d o  n o t  p r o h i b i t  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  13 
h a v e  n o  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t i o n  e i t h e r  p r o h i b i t i n g  o r  a u t h o r i z i n g
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  in the s c h o o l s .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e :

A l a b a m a  Iowa M i s s i s s i p p i  U t a h
A l a s k a  K a n s a s  M i s s o u r i  W i s c o n s i n
I d a h o  K e n t u c k y  T e n n e s s e e  W y o m i n g
I n d i a n a

T h e  r e m a i n i n g  29 s t a t e s  c o n t i n u e  to  h a v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t
a u t h o r i z e s  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  in  t h e  s c h o o l s .  M o r e o v e r ,  two 
s t a t e s ,  F l o r i d a  a n d  N o r t h  C a r o l i n a ,  h a v e  l e g i s l a t i o n  th a t
d i s a l l o w s  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l  b o a r d s  f r o m  p r o h i b i t i n g  the p r a c t i c e  
of  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t .
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I n t e r n a t i o n a l l y ,  t h e r e  is a t r e n d  t o w a r d  a b o l i t i o n  of  c o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  in s c hools. The U n i t e d  S t a t e s  a n d  G r e a t  B r i t a i n  are 
t h e  o n l y  d e v e l o p e d ,  E n g l i s h  s p e a k i n g  c o u n t r i e s  t h a t  c o n t i n u e  to 
s a n c t i o n  t h i s  p r a c t i c e .  A list o f  c o u n t r i e s  a n d  the d a t e s  w h e n  
t h e y  a b o l i s h e d  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  is i n c l u d e d  in A p p e n d i x  A.

L e g a l : T h e  p r i m a r y  legal j u s t i f i c a t i o n  for t h e  u s e  of c o r p o r a l
p u n i s h m e n t  is f o und in I n g r a h a m  v. W r i g h t  [430 U.S. 651 (1977)]. 
T h e  c a s e  i n v o l v e d  the use of c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  in a F l o r i d a  
J u n i o r  H i g h  School. W h e n  t h e  U.S. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a g r e e d  to h e a r  
t h e  case, it a c c e p t e d  the r e p o r t s  of  a b u s e  a n d  i n j u r y  as 
a c c u r a t e  a n d  d i d  n o t  c h a l l e n g e  the F l o r i d a  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t
s t a t u t e .  T h e  C o u r t  s a i d  it w o u l d  d e c i d e  the c a s e  c n  t w o  p o i n t s  
o f  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l i t y :  (a) A r e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  a f f o r d e d
p r o t e c t i o n  u n d e r  the E i g h t h  A m e n d m e n t  w h i c h  p r o h i b i t s  c r u e l  and 
u n u s u a l  p u n i s h m e n t ?  and (b) Do p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  h a v e  the 
r i g h t  to a d u e  p r o c e s s  h e a r i n g  b e f o r e  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  is 
a d m i n i s t e r e d ?  On A p r i l  19, 1977, b y  a 5 to 4 v o t e  the U.S.
S u p r e m e  C o u r t  a n s w e r e d  "No" to b o t h  q u e s t i o n s .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  to the f i r s t  q u e s t i o n ,  the S u p r e m e  C o u r t  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  has h e l d  t h a t  p u n i s h m e n t  v i o l a t e s  the E i g h t h  
A m e n d m e n t  if it is e i t h e r  i n h u m a n  o r  d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  to the
o f f e n s e .  In the I n g r a h a m  case, t h e  C o u r t  s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  E i g h t h
A m e n d m e n t  w a s  r e s t r i c t e d  to p r o t e c t i n g  t h o s e  c o n v i c t e d  of 
c r i m e s .  T h us, s t u d e n t s  a c c u s e d  o f  m i n o r  i n f r a c t i o n s  are not 
g u a r a n t e e d  the same c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o r  p r o t e c t i o n s  as 
c o n v i c t e d  f e l o n s  e v e n  t h o u g h  the p u n i s h m e n t  m a y  be  i n h u m a n e  or 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e  to the o f f e n s e .

W i t h  r e s p e c t  to the s e c o n d  q u e s t i o n ,  the C o u r t  d e c i d e d  t h a t  the
d u e  p r o c e s s  c l a u s e  o f  t h e  F o u r t e e n t h  A m e n d m e n t  w a s  n o t  v i o l a t e d .  
"It r e a s o n e d  t h a t  e v e n  w i t h o u t  t h e m  ( p r o c e d u r a l  p r o t e c t i o n s  
u r g e d  b y  N E A  b e f o r e  the i n f l i c t i o n  of c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t ) , 
s t u d e n t s  a r e  g i v e n  d u e  p r o c e s s  b e c a u s e ,  if the p u n i s h m e n t  is 
l a t e r  f o u n d  to be u n j u s t i f i e d ,  s c h o o l  o f f i c i a l s  m a y  be h e l d  
l i a b l e  for d a m a g e s  or s u b j e c t  to c r i m i n a l  p e n a l t i e s "  (National 
E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  1983, p. 3). J u s t i c e  W h i t e  s u g g e s t e d  in 
h i s  m i n o r i t y  o p i n i o n  t h a t  th i s  a f t e r - t h e - f a c t  p r o t e c t i o n  was 
i n a d e q u a t e  b e c a u s e  (a) it d o e s  " n o t h i n g  to p r o t e c t  the s t u d e n t  
f r o m . . . t h e  r i s k  of r e a s o n a b l e ,  g o o d  f a i t h  m i s t a k e  i n  sch o o l  
d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e s s , "  and (b) "the i n f l i c t i o n  of p h y s i c a l  p a i n  
is f i nal a n d  i r r e p a r a b l e . . . . "  In e s s e n c e ,  the I n g r a h a m  v. 
W r i g h t  d e c i s i o n  sa i d  t h a t  the u s e  o r  a b u s e  of c o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  is not a F e d e r a l  o f f e n s e .



C u r r e n t  Use: T h e r e  are s e v e r a l  i n d i c a t o r s  of the e x t e n t  to
w h i c h  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  to be u s e d  in the s c h o o l s .  
N e a r l y  a d e c a d e  a f t e r  t h e  U.S. S u p r e m e  C o u r t  I n g r a h a m  v. W r i g h t  
d e c i s i o n ,  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s
c o n d u c t e d  a n a t i o n a l  s u r v e y  a n d  a s k e d  a r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  s a m p l e  of
s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  if c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  w a s  u s e d  as a 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  m e a s u r e .  O f  the 667 r e s p o n s e s ,  360 d i s t r i c t s
r e p o r t e d  t h a t  t h e y  u s e d  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  for d i s c i p l i n a r y  
r e a s o n s  ( A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  S c h o o l  A d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  1980).

T h e  O f f i c e  of C i v i l  R i g h t s  ( O C R ) , U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  
r e p o r t e d  o v e r  1 m i l l i o n  padi. lings for t h e  1 9 7 9 - 8 0  s c h o o l  year. 
P r o j e c t i n g  f ? r  the u n r e p o r t e d  s c h o o l s ,  t h e  O C R  1980 E l e m e n t a r y  
a n d  S e c o n d a r y  S c h o o l s  S u r v e y  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  7 7 , 5 4 4  U.S. s c h o o l s  
i n f l i c t e d  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  1 , 4 0 8 , 2 0 6  t i m e s  d u r i n g  t h a t  school 
y e a r .  B a s e d  o n  t h e s e  f i g u r e s  a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  r e l e v a n t
i n f o r m a t i o n ,  the N a t i o n a l  C e n t e r  for t h e  S t u d y  o f  C o r p o r a l  
P u n i s h m e n t  a n d  A l t e r n a t i v e s  in t h e  S c h o o l s  e s t i m a t e s  t h a t  fr o m  
t w o  to t h r e e  m i l l i o n  i n c i d e n t s  of c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  to o k  p l a c e  
in p u b l i c  s.chools in 1982. T h i s  n u m b e r  i n v o l v e d  m o r e  th a n
9 0 , 0 0 0  p h y s i c a l l y  or m e n t a l l y  h a n d i c a p p e d  c h i l d r e n  (I. Hy m a n ,  
p e r s o n a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  1 0 / 2 5 / 8 5 ) .

T h e  A m e r i c a n  B a r  A s s o c i a t i o n  (ABA) e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  in 1982, an 
a v e r a g e  o f  3.5% of all c h i l d r e n  n a t i o n a l l y  r e c i e v e d  p h y s i c a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  (ABA, 1985). A p p e n d i x  B i n c l u d e s  A B A  e s t i m a t e s  by 
s t a t e  of t h e  i n c i d e n c e  of c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t .

Use and E f f e c t i v e n e s s  of C o r p o r a l  P u n i s h m e n t

T h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  n u m e r o u s  s c i e n t i f i c  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  as a d i s c i p l i n a r y  m e a s u r e .  
T h e s e  s t u d i e s  h a v e  f o u n d  t h a t  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  o f t e n  is 
a d m i n i s t e r e d  in a h a p h a z a r d  f a s h i o n  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e i n g  u s e d  as a 
" l a s t  r e s o r t . "  T h e  s e v e r i t y  of  the p u n i s h m e n t  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  to 
b e  i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the s e v e r i t y  of t h e  i n f r a c t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  
e v e n  w h e n  s p e c i f i c  l i m i t a t i o n s  a r e  s e t  o n  the u s e  o f  c o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t ,  t h e y  f r a q u e n t l y  a r e  i g n o r e d  (Clark, E r d l i n ,  H y m a n ,  
1 9 8 4 ) .

C o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a l s o  o f t e n  a p p e a r s  to b e  a d m i n i s t e r e d  in a 
d i s c r i m i n a t o r y  manner. T h e  m o s t  f r e q u e n t  r e c i p i e n t s  h a v e  b e e n  
s t u d e n t s  w i t h  e m o t i o n a l  or  b e h a v i o r a l  p r o b l e m s ,  as w e l l  as 
B l a c k ,  H i s p a n i c ,  and lower s o c i o e c o n o m i c  s t a t u s  w h i t e  s t u d e n t s  
( H y m a n  & M c D o w e l l ,  1977). In a d d i t i o n ,  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  m o s t  
f r e q u e n t l y  is a d m i n i s t e r e d  to m a l e  s t u d e n t s  b y  m a l e  s t a f f  (Clark 
e t  a l ., 1984).
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T h e  use of c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  h a s  n o t  b e e n  f o u n d  to
s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  s c h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e  p r o b l e m s  nor to p r o m o t e  a 
p o s i t i v e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  for s t u d e n t s  o r  t e a c h e r s .  
M o r e o v e r ,  its use is o f t e n  a s y m p t o m  o f  f r u s t r a t i o n ,  la c k  of 
k n o w l e d g e  a b o u t  e f f e c t i v e  a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  a n d  a g e n e r a l l y  p u n i t i v e  
a t m o s p h e r e  (Farley, 1983). In fact, the a v a i l a b i l i t y  of 
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  m a y  d i s c o u r a g e  t e a c h e r s  and o t h e r s  from 
s e e k i n g  b e t t e r  m e a n s  of d i s c i p l i n e  (Hyman & W i se, 1979).

T h e  u s e  of  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  has b e e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a b r o a d  
r a n g e  of u n d e s i r a b l e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  w h i c h  p o t e n t i a l l y  a f f e c t  
s t u d e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  f a m i l i e s  a n d  the c o m m u n i t y .  C o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  in the e d u c a t i o n a l  s e t t i n g  m a y  i n c r e a s e  a n x i e t y  for 
b o t h  r e c i p i e n t s  and o b s e r v e r s ,  a n d  t h u s  m a y  d e c r e a s e  all
s t u d e n t s '  l e a r n i n g  ( B o n g i o v a n n i , 1979). A d d i t i o n a l l y ,
p u n i s h m e n t  n e g a t i v e l y  r e i n f o r c e s  a n y  b e h a v i o r  w h i c h  is 
s u c c e s s f u l  in a v o i d i n g  or e l i m i n a t i n g  the p u n i s h m e n t .  T h us, if 
t h e  s t u d e n t  learns t h a t  s o c i a l  w i t h d r a w a l ,  t r u a n c y ,
d r o p p i n g - o u t ,  o r  a g g r e s s i o n  w i l l  d e c r e a s e  the l i k e l i h o o d  of 
p u n i s h m e n t ,  t h e s e  b e h a v i o r s  m a y  i n c r e a s e  ( B o n g i o v a n n i ,  1979).

C o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a l s o  c a n  i n c r e a s e  a l i e n a t i o n  a n d  a n x i e t y  as 
w e l l  as r e t a l i a t i o n  w i t h  m o r e  a g g r e s s i v e  a c t i o n s  (Hyman & 
M c D o w e l l ,  1977). R e t a l i a t o r y  a g g r e s s i v e  b e h a v i o r s  c a n  be 
d i r e c t e d  t o w a r d  the s o u r c e  of t h e  p u n i s h m e n t ,  t o w a r d  o t h e r s  in 
t h e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  or  t o w a r d  i n a n i m a t e  o b j e c t s  (Bongi o v a n n i ,
19 7 9 ) .  T hus, as a c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  e m p l o y i n g  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t ,  
s c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l  m u s t  a t t e n d  to the s a f e t y  of o t h e r  s t u d e n t s  and 
s c h o o l  p r o p e r t y .

C h i l d r e n  l e a r n  m a n y  b e h a v i o r s  t h r o u g h  m o d e l l i n g .  Thus, c o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  not o n l y  m o d e l s  v i o l e n t  s o l u t i o n s  to p r o b l e m s ,  b u t  it 
f a i l s  to d e m o n s t r a t e  m o r e  p o s i t i v e  t e c h n i q u e s  for t h e  s t u d e n t  to 
learn. It d o e s  n o t  p r o m o t e  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  l e g i t i m i z e s  
v i o l e n c e  a n d  a g g r e s s i o n  as a c c e p t a b l e  m e t h o d s  of p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  
b y  t h o s e  a d u l t s  f r o m  w h o m  the s t u d e n t  is e x p e c t e d  to learn. As 
a r e s u l t ,  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  p r o m o t e s  a f o r m  of b e h a v i o r  t h a t

is i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the v a l u e s  of t h e  s c h o o l ,  a n d  it may 
i n c r e a s e  t h e  l i k e l i h o o d  o f  v i o l e n c e  a n d  a g g r e s s i o n  as m e a n s  to 

s o l v e  p r o b l e m s  (Beliak & A n t e l l ,  1979).

A l t e r n a t i v e s  to C o r p o r a l  P u n i s h m e n t

T h e  i n t e n t  of this s e c t i o n  is n o t  to p r o v i d e  an i n d e p t h  
d i s c u s s i o n  and e x p l a n a t i o n  of a l t e r n a t i v e  c l a s s r o o m  m a n a g e m e n t  
p r o c e d u r e s ,  but r a t h e r  to p r o v i d e  e x a m p l e s  of i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  
w h i c h  i n f l u e n c e  sc h o o l  d i s c i p l i n e .
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T h e  N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  S c h o o l  P s y c h o l o g i s t s  a d v o c a t e s  a 
p o s i t i v e ,  p r e v e n t i v e  a p p r o a c h  to c l a s s r o o m  m a n a g e m e n t  a n d  sc h o o l  
d i s c i p l i n e .  In o r d e r  to a c c o m p l i s h  t h i s  goal, b o t h  i m m e d i a t e  
a n d  long term a l t e r n a t i v e s  m u s t  be c o n s i d e r e d  (see A p p e n d i x  C ) . 
S c h o o l s  m u s t  f i r s t  m a k e  f i r m  c o m m i t m e n t s  not to r e s o r t  to 
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  as p a r t  of t h e i r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e d u r e s .  
S c h o o l  p e r s o n n e l ,  p a r e n t s ,  and s t u d e n t s  s h o u l d  be i n v o l v e d  in 
d i s c u s s i n g  and e s t a b l i s h i n g  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p o l i c i e s .  T h e s e  
p o l i c i e s  s h o u l d  be b a s e d  on the s c h o o l ' s  s t a t e d  p h i l o s o p h y  of 
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  ne e d  t o  be c o n s i s t e n t l y  a n o l i e d .  S u c h  p o l i c i e s  
s h o u l d  f i r s t  a t t e m p t  to p r e v e n t  p r o b l e  Next, t h e y  s h o u l d  
s p e c i f y  o u t c o m e s  for v a r i o u s  b e h a v i o r s :  r ^ .^rds for a p p r o p r i a t e

b e h a v i o r s  and c o n s e q u e n c e s  for o f f e n s e s .  A p l a n n e d  s e q u e n c e  of 
d i s c i p l i n a r y  a l t e r n a t i v e s  is n e c e s s a r y  in the e v e n t  t h a t  
s t u d e n t s  d e f y  the i n i t i a l  c o n s e q u e n c e .  In a d d i t i o n ,  i n d i v i d u a l  
b e h a v i o r a l  p r o g r a m s  m a y  be  r e q u i r e d  to m e e t  th,. n e e d s  of some 
s t u d e n t s .  T h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of a l t e r n a t i v e s  a n d  a d e q u a t e  s u p p o r t
s e r v i c e s  ha v e  b e e n  s h o w n  to be i m p o r t a n t  f a c t o r s  i n f l u e n c i n g
c l a s s r o o m  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e d u r e s  (Hyman, 1979). T h e r e  is a l s o  
c o n v i n c i n g  e v i d e n c e  t h a t  p r i n c i p a l s  c a n  d e v e l o p  a c l i m a t e  of 
f a i r n e s s  and j u s tice w h i c h  c a n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  r e d u c e  m i s b e h a v i o r  
(Hyman & D ' A l e s a n d r o ,  1984).

I n d i v i d u a l  t e a c h e r s  a l s o  n e e d  to e s t a b l i s h  c o n s i s t e n t  d i s c i p l i n e  
a p p r o a c h e s  in t h e i r  c l a s s r o o m s .  A  v a r i e t y  of m a t e r i a l s  and
a p p r o a c h e s  to c l a s s r o o m  d i s c i p l i n e  are a v a i l a b l e .  R e s e a r c h
c o n d u c t e d  for the N a t i o n a l  I n s t i t u t e  of E d u c a t i o n  and f o l l o w - u p  
s t u d i e s  i n d i c a t e  a v a r i e t y  of e f f e c t i v e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e d u r e s ;  
w h i l e  no one t e c h n i q u e  h a s  b e e n  a d e q u a t e l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  to be
s u p e r i o r ,  m o s t  we l l  r e c o g n i z e d  a p p r o a c h e s  are e f f e c t i v e  if u s e d  
a p p r o p r i a t e l y  and c o n s i s t e n t l y  (Hyman & L a l l y ,  1982).

R e s e a r c h  on e f f e c t i v e  t e a c h i n g  and c l a s s r o o m  m a n a g e m e n t
t e c h n i q u e s ,  how e v e r ,  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of s e v e r a l  f a c e r s  
w h i c h  w i l l  h e l p  to p r e v e n t  the o c c u r r e n c e  of d i s c i p l i n a r y
p r o b l e m s  (e.g., B e r l i n e r ,  1984; B r o p h y ,  1983; B r o p h y  & Good,. 
1986; Doyle, 1986; Good & B r o p h y ,  1984; S u l z e r -  A z a r o f f  & Mayer, 
1986). Indeed, D o y le's (1986) r e v i e w  of t h e  l i t e r a t u r e  s u g g e s t s  
t h a t  " c l a s s r o o m  m a n a g e m e n t  is f u n d a m e n t a l l y  a p r o c e s s  o f  s o l v i n g  
the p r o b l e m s  of o r d e r  in c l a s s r o o m s  r a t h e r  t h a n  the p r o b l e m s  of 
m i s b e h a v i o r  or s t u d e n t  (on task) e n g a g e m e n t , "  and t h a t  " high 
e n g a g e m e n t  and low l e v e l s  of i n a p p r o p r i a t e  a n d  d i s r u p t i v e
b e h a v i o r  are b y - p r o d u c t s  o f  an e f f e c t i v e  p r o g r a m  of c l a s s r o o m  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  and m a n a g e m e n t "  (p. 423). H o w e v e r ,  he a l s o  n o t e s  
the i m p o r t a n c e  of o t h e r  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c e s .  W h i l e  t h e s e
p r a c t i c e s  ha v e  b e e n  d e s c r i b e d  in v a r i o u s  m a n n e r s ,  t h e y  g e n e r a l l y  
i n c l u d e :
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(a) S t r u c t u r e d  d a i l y  a n d  w e e k l y  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o f t e n  w i t h  s t u d e n t  
i n p u t .  However, some f l e x i b i l i t y  is p e r m i t t e d  so t h a t  ic is 
p o s s i b l e  to c a p i t a l i z e  o n  s p e c i a l  l e a r n i n g  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  w h i c h  
m a y  a r i s e .

(b) C l e a r l y  s p e c i f y i n g  r u l e s  a t  the b e g i n n n g  of t h e  y e a r  and 
r e v i s i n g  th e m  as n e c e s s a r y .  S t u d e n t s  need to u n d e r s t a n d  
c l a s s r o o m  rules as w e l l  as be i n v o l v e d  in e s t a b l i s h i n g  them. 
R u l e s  n e e d  to be a n n o u n c e d ,  d e m o n s t r a t e d ,  e n f o r c e d ,  and 
r o u t i n i z e d .  In g e n e r a l ,  the f e w e r  the r u l e s  the b e t t e r .

(c) I n v o l v i n g  s t u d e n t s  in t h e i r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s  r a t h e r  
t h a n  p l a c i n g  them in t h e  r o l e  of p a s s i v e  r e c e i v e r  of k n o w l e d g e .  
S t u d e n t s  a l s o  need t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  one a n o t h e r  in an
i n t e r e s t i n g  l e arning e n v i r o n m e n t .

(d) C o m m u n i c a t i o n  s h o u l d  be f o s t e r e d  a m o n g  s t u d e n t s  a n d  b e t w e e n  
s t u d e n t s  and school p e r s o n n e l  so t h a t  mutual r e s p e c t  is
d e v e l o p e d .

(e) T a s k s  are a s s i g n e d  to i n d i v i d u a l  s t u d e n t s  at a p p r o p r i a t e  
c u r r i c u l a  and d e v e l o p m e n t a l  lev e l s  so t h a t  th e y  are s u f f i c i e n t l y  
c h a l l e n g e d  b u t  n o t  o v e r w h e l m e d .  A w i d e  r a n g e  of s t u d e n t  s k i l l s  
a n d  n e e d s  are met w i t h i n  a w a r m  and a c c e p t i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .

(f) S t u d e n t s  are m a d e  r e s p o n s i b l e  for t heir a c t i o n s  a n d  for
r e s o l v i n g  their p r o b l e m s  (with a s s i s t a n c e  as n e c e s s a r y ) . T h e r e  
is a d e m a n d  for s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e .

(g) A p p r o p r i a t e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  are p r o v i d e d  to a c c e n t u a t e  
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  so t h a t  a p o s i t i v e  l e a r n i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t  is
c r e a t e d  and m a i n t a i n e d .  G o o d  b e h a v i o r s  are n o t e d  and 
r e i n f o r c e d .  N a t ural c o n s e q u e n c e s  a r e  u s e d  to c o r r e c t  n e g a t i v e  
b e h a v i o r s  w h e n  possi b l e .

V a r i o u s  r e s o u r c e s  and supp o r t  p e r s o n n e l  are a v a i l a b l e  w i t h i n  
m o s t  s c h o o l s  and c o m m u n i t i e s  to h e l p  t e a c h e r s  and a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
a d d r e s s  d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  c l a s s r o o m  m a n a g e m e n t  issues. 
P r o f e s s i o n a l  a s s i s t a n c e  m a y  be n e c e s s a r y  for s e v e r e l y  d i s r u p t i v e  
o r  v i o l e n t  students.

C o n c l u s i o n s  and R e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

T h e r e  is no medical, s o c i a l ,  e d u c a t i o n a l ,  or p s y c h o l o g i c a l  
e v i d e n c e  that s u p p o r t s  the e f f i c a c y  of m a i n t a i n i n g  c o r p o r a l  
p u n i s h m e n t  in schools. T h e  p r a c t i c e  has not been f ound to be an 
e f f e c t i v e  m e a n s  of i n f l u e n c i n g  l o n g - t e r m  b e h a v i o r a l  c h a n g e s  in
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m o s t  stude n t s .  A t  t h i s  time, it is p a r t i c u l a r l y  i m p o r t a n t  to 
i n s u r e  p r o t e c t i o n  for s t u d e n t s  a g a i n s t  the use a n d  a b u s e  o f  
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  at  s t a t e  a n d  local levels. S c h o o l  
p s y c h o l o g i s t s  have b o t h  a n  e t h i c a l  a n d  legal r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to 
a c t  as a d v o c a t e s  for the r i g h t s  a n d  w e l f a r e  of s t u d e n t s  (NASP,
1984). As both p s y c h o l o g i s t s  a n d  e d u c a t o r s ,  t h e y  are in u n i g u e
p o s i t i o n s  to i n f l u e n c e  s c h o o l s  to a b o l i s h  the p r a c t i c e  of
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  to  h e l p  t h e m  d e v e l o p  m o r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
a l t e r n a t i v e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  N A S P  w i l l :

1. join o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  in a c t i v e l y  o p p o s i n g  t h e  u s e  of 
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  in s c h o o l s  a n d  in o t h e r  i n s t i t u t i o n s  w h e r e
c h i l d r e n  are c a r e d  f o r  o r  e d u c a t e d  (see A p p e n d i x  D f o r  l i s t i n g
of o r g a n i z a t i o n s  o p p o s i n g  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t ) ;

2. a c t i v e l y  w o r k  w i t h  o t h e r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to r e d u c e  t h e  u s e  of  
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  in s c h o o l s  a n d  to  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  u s e  of
a l t e r n a t i v e s ;  » :•

3. e n c o u r a g e  s t ate a f f i l i a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  to a d o p t  p o s i t i o n s
o p p o s i n g  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  a n d  to w o r k  a c t i v e l y  to r e d u c e  its 
u s e  in schools, a n d  to p r o m o t e  the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f
a l t e r n a t i v e s ;

4. p r o m o t e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a n d  r e s e a r c h  o n  the e f f e c t s  of 
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  and a l t e r n a t i v e s  to its use;

5. s u p p o r t  state i n i t i a t i v e s  to a b o l i s h  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t
t h r o u g h  p r o v i s i o n  of m a t e r i a l s ,  r e s o u r c e s ,  and t e c h n i c a l
a s s i s t a n c e ;  and

6. e n c o u r a g e  a s s o c i a t i o n  m e m b e r s  to d i s c u s s  the i s sue o f  s c h o o l  
d i s c i p l i n e  w i t h i n  t h e i r  l o c a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  
w o r k  to r e d u c e  the use o f  c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  in t h e i r  r c h o o l s ,  
a n d  a s s i s t  in i m p l e m e n t i n g  a l t e r n a t i v e s .
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A P P E N D I X  A

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  A b o l i t i o n  of  C o r p o r a l  P u n i s h m e n t *

G r e e c e N e v e r  c o n d o n e d N o r w a y 1936
I c e l a n d N e v e r  c o n d o n e d R o m a n i a 1948
P o l a n d 1783 Portugal 1950
L u x e m b o u r g 1845 S w e d e n 1958
N e t h e r l a n d s 1820s C y p r u s 1 9 6 7
I t a l y 1860 D e n m a r k 1967

B e l g u i m 1867 S p a i n 1 9 6 7
A u s t r i a 1870 G e r m a n y 1 9 7 0 s
F r a n c e 1881 Switzerland 1 9 7 0 s
F i n l a n d 1890s R e p u b l i c  of
U S S R 1917 Ireland 19 8 2
T u r k e y 1923

C o r p o r a l  pun i s h m e n t  i s  a l s o  l e g a l l y  p r o h i b i t e d  in a l l  E a s t e r n  
E u r o p e a n ,  C o m m u n i s t  b l o c  c o u n t r i e s .

*From: Parents and T e a c h e r s  A g a i n s t  V i o l e n c e  in E d u c a t i o n
(1982). F a c t s  a n d  q u o t e s  - p h y s i c a l  p u n i s h m e n t  in 
schools. D a n v i l l e ,  CA: A u t h o r .



A P P E N D I X  B

A m e r i c a n  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n  (1985) e s t i m a t e s  of the i n c i d e n c e  of 
c o r p o r a l  punishment b y  s t a t e  d u r i n g  1982 based on t h e  O C R  f igures.

A r k a n s a s 12.55% A r i z o n a 3.06% C a l i f o r n i a .35%
F l o r i d a 11.82 D e l a w a r e 2.92 Iowa .30
M i s s i s s i p p i 10.92 N e v a d a 2.19 N e b r a s k a .19
T e n n e s s e e 10.64 V i r g i n i a 1.84 W i s c o n s i n .09
G e o r g i a 9.60 W a s h i n g t o n 1.89 N. D a k o t a .06
T e x a s 9.51 A l a s k a 1.58 N e w  Y o r k .06
A l a b a m a 9.34 P e n n s y l v a n i a 1.30 S. D a k o t a .06
O k l a h o m a 9.30 K a n s a s 1.27 C o n n e c t i c u t .05

K e n t u c k y 6.62 I l l i n o i s 1.25 U t a h .05
S. C a r o l i n a 6.39 W y o m i n g , 1.12 V e r m o n t .04
N. C a r o l i n a 5.99 M i c h i g a n .91 D i st. Col. .00
N e w  M e x i c o 5.73 I daho .76 H a w a i i .00
W. V i r g i n i a 5.35 C o l o r a d o .59 M a i n e .00
L o u i s i a n a 5.07 M a r y l a n d .55 M a s s . .00

O h i o 4.71 O r e g o n .53 N e w  H a m p . .00

I n d i a n a 4.10 M i n n e s o t a .39 N e w  J e r s e y .00

M i s s o u r i 4.05 M o n t a n a .38 R h o d e  Isl. .00



A p p e n d i x  C 

A l t e r n a t i v e s  to C o r p o r a l  P u n i s h m e n t

T h e  National E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n  ( 1 S 7 2 ) , R e p o r t  of  the T a s k  
F o r c e  on C o r p o r a l  P u n i s h m e n t ,  s u g g e s t s  this l i s t  o f  t e c h n i q u e s  
f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  d i s c i p l i n e  w i t h o u t  u s i n g  p h y s i c a l  p a i n  on 
s t u d e n t s  and s u g g e s t s  t h a t  the li s t  is far f r o m  e x h a u s t i v e .

S h o r t - R a n g e  S o l u t i o n s

T h e  f i r s t  step t h a t  m u s t  be t a k e n  is the e l i m i n a t i o n  of the use 
of  p u n i s h m e n t  a s  a m e a n s  of m a i n t a i n i n g  d i s c i p l i n e .  T h en, the 
i d e a s  b e l o w  can b e  u s e d  as t e m p o r a r y : m e a s u r e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  
d i s c i p l i n e  w h i l e  l o n g e r - r a n g e  p r o g r a m s  are b e i n g  p u t  in t o  
e f f e c t .

1. Q u iet p l a c e s  (corners, s m a l l  rooms, r e t r e a t s )

2. S t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  a g r e e m e n t  o n  i m m e d i a t e  a l t e r n a t i v e s

3. T e a m i n g  o f  a d u l t s - t e a c h e r s , a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ,  aides, 
v o l u n t e e r s  (parents and o t h e r s ) - t o  t a k e  s t u d e n t s  a s i d e  
when t h e y  are d i s r u p t i v e  a n d  listen t o  t h e m ,  t a l k  to 
them, a n d  c o u n s e l  t h e m  u n t i l  periods o f  i n s t a b i l i t y  
s u b s i d e .

4. S i m i l a r  s e r v i c e s  for e d u c a t o r s  w h ose s t a m i n a  is 
e x h a u s t e d

5. Social w o r k e r s ,  p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  and p s y c h i a t r i s t s  to 
work o n  a o n e - t o - o n e  b a s i s  w i t h  d i s r u p t i v e  s t u d e n t s  or 
d i s t r a u g h t  t e a c h e r s

6. P r o v i s i o n  of a l t e r n a t e  e x p e r i e n c e s  for s t u d e n t s  w h o  
are b o r e d ,  t u r n e d  off, o r  o t h e r w i s e  u n r e c e p t i v e  to 
p a r t i c u l a r  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x p e r i e n c e s :

a. i n d e p e n d e n t  p r o j e c t s
b. l i s t e n i n g  and v i e w i n g  e x p e r i e n c e s  w i t h  

t e c h n o l o g i c a l
l e a r n i n g  d e v i c e s

c. l i b r a r y  r e s e a r c h
d. w o r k - s t u d y  e x p e r i e n c e
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7. I n - s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s  to h e l p  t e a c h e r s  a n d  o t h e r  school 
s t a f f  l earn a v a r i e t y  of t e c h n i q u e s  for b u i l d i n g  
b e t t e r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e m s e l v e s  and 
s t u d e n t s  a n d  a m o n g  s t u d e n t s :

a. c l a s s  m e e t i n g s  (Gl a s s e r  technique)
b. ro l e  p l a y i n g
c. c a s e  s t u d y - w h a t  w o u l d  y o u  do?
d. s t u d e n t - t e a c h e r  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s  r e t r e a t s  and 

o u t i n g s
e. t e a c h e r  (or o t h e r  s t a f f )- s t u d e n t - p a r e n t  

c o n f e r e n c e s

8. C l a s s  d i s c u s s i o n - o f  n a t u r a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of g o o d  and 
b a d  b e h a v i o r  (not t h r e a t s  o r  p r o m i s e s ) ; of w h a t  
b e h a v i o r  is right; of w h a t  b e h a v i o r  a c h i e v e s  d e s i r e d  

r e s u l t s ;  of c a u s e s  of "bad d a y "  for the c l a s s

9. P r i v i l e g e s  to b e s t o w  or w i t h d r a w

10. A p p r o v a l  or d i s a p p r o v a l

11. O t h e r  s t a f f  m e m b e r s  to w o r k  w i t h  a c l a s s  w h o s e  t e a c h e r  
n e e d s  a break.

I n t e r m e d i a t e - R a n g e  S o l u t i o n s

1. S t a f f - s t u d e n t  j o i n t l y  d e v e l o p e d  d i s c i p l i n e  p o l i c y  and 
p r o c e d u r e s

2. S t a f f - s t u d e n t  c o m m i t t e e  to i m p l e m e n t  d i s c i p l i n e  p o l i c y

3. P a r e n t  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r a m  in i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s

J. S t a f f  i n - s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m  on  i n t e r p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s ,
o n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  e m o t i o n s ,  a n d  on d e a l i n g  w i t h
c h i l d r e n  w h e n  t h e y  a r e  d i s r u p t i v e

5. S t u d e n t  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s  c o u n c i l s  and g r i e v a n c e  
p r o c e d u r e s

6. T r a i n i n g  for s t u d e n t s  a n d  t e a c h e r s  in c r i s i s  
i n t e r v e n t i o n

7. T r a i n i n g  for s t u d e n t s  on s t u d e n t  a d v o c a c y
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8. T r a i n i n g  for t e a c h e r s  in d e a l i n g  w i t h  f e a r  of p h y s i c a l  
v i o l e n c e

9. R e g u l a r  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  for p r i n c i p a l s  to e x p e r i e n c e  
c l a s s r o o m  s i t u a t i o n s .

L o n g - R a n g e  S o l u t i o n s  in S c h o o l s

1. Full i n v o l v e m e n t  of s t u d e n t s  in the d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  
p r o c e s s  in the s c h o o l

2. C u r r i c u l u m  c o n t e n t  r e v i s i o n  a n d  e x p a n s i o n  b y  s t u d e n t s  
a n d  s t a f f  to m o t i v a t e  s t u d e n t  i n t e r e s t

3. T e a c h e r  i n - s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s  on  n e w  t e a c h i n g  s t r a t e g i e s  
to m a i n t a i n  s t u d e n t  i n t e r e s t

4. A l t e r n a t e  p r o g r a m s  for s t u d e n t s

5. W o r k - s t u d y  p r o g r a m s

6. D r o p - o u t - d r o p - b a c k - i n  p r o g r a m s

7. A l t e r n a t i v e  s c h o o l s  w i t h i n  the p u b l i c  s c h o o l  s y s t e m

8. E a r l y  e n t r a n c e  to c o l l e g e

9. A l t e r n a t i v e s  to f o r m a l  p r o g r a m  d u r i n g  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  
o f  h i g h  s c h o o l

10. F e w  e n o u g h  s t u d e n t s  p e r  s t a f f  m e m b e r  t h a t  s t a f f  c a n  
r e a l l y  g e t  to k n o w  s t u d e n t s

11. A d e q u a t e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  s p e c i a l i s t s - p s y c h i a t r i s t s , 
p s y c h o l o g i s t s ,  s o c i a l  w o r k e r s

12. A i d e s  a n d  t e c h n i c i a n s  to c a r r y  o u t  p a r a p r o f e s s i o n a l , 
c l e r i c a l ,  and t e c h n i c a l  d u t i e s  so th a t  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
s t a f f  are f r e e  to w o r k  d i r e c t l y  w i t h  s t u d e n t s  m o r e  of 

the time

13. A  w i d e  v a r i e t y  of l e a r n i n g  m a t e r i a l s  a n d  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  

d e v i c e s

14. Full i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of the C o d e  of S t u d e n t  R i g h t s

15. Full i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  of N E A  R e s o l u t i o n  71.12; " S t u d e n t  
i n v o l v e m e n t " - T h e  N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n
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b e l i e v e s  t h a t  g e n u i n e  s t u d e n t  i n v o l v e m e n t  r e q u i r e s  
r e s p o n s i b l e  s t u d e n t  a c t i o n  w h i c h  is p o s s i b l e  if 
s t u d e n t s  a r e  g u a r a n t e e d  c e r t a i n  b a s i c  r i g h t s ,  a m o n g  
w h i c h  are the f o l l o w i n g :  the r i q h t  to fr e e  i n q u i r y
a n d  e x p r e s s i o n ;  the r i g h t  to d u e  p r o c e s s ;  the r i g h t  to 
f r e e d o m  of  a s s o c i a t i o n ;  the r i g h t  to f r e e d o m  of 
p e a c e f u l  a s s e m b l y  a n d  p e t i t i o n ;  the r i g h t  to 
p a r t i c i p a t e  in the g o v e r n a n c e  of the s c h o o l ,  c o l l e g e ,  
a n d  u n i v e r s i t y ;  the r i g h t  to f r e e d o m  f r o m  
d i s c r i m i n a t i o n ;  and the r i g h t  to e q u a l  e d u c a t i o n a l  
o p p o r t u n i t y .

L o n g - R a n g e  S o l u t i o n s  w i t h  O t h e r  A g e n c i e s

1. S t a f f  h e l p  f r o m  local a n d  r e g i o n a l  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  and 
h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s  a g e n c i e s

2. M o r e  c o n s u l t a n t  s t a f f  to w o r k  w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  p r o b l e m  
s t u d e n t s  > >

3. L o n g - r a n g e  i n t e n s i v e  i n - s e r v i c e  p r o g r a m s  to p r e p a r e  
all s t a f f  to b e c o m e  c o u n s e l o r s

4. M a s s  m e d i a  p r e s e n t a t i o n s  d i r e c t e d  to b o t h  the p u b l i c  
and the p r o f e s s i o n  o n  the p l a c e  of c h i l d r e n  in 
c o n t e m p o r a r y  A m e r i c a n  s o c i e t y

5. S o m e  e d u c a t i o n  e x p e r i e n c e s  r e l o c a t e d  in b u s i n e s s ,  
i n d u s t r y ,  and so c i a l  a g e n c i e s

6. I n c r e a s e d  h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s  t r a i n i n g  in p r e s e r v i c e  
t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  s p e c i f i c  p r e p a r a t i o n  in 
c o n s t r u c t i v e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e d u r e s .



A P P E N D I X  D

N a t i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w h i c h  h a v e  go n e  on r e c o r d  as o p p o s i n g  
c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t .

A m e r i c a n  A c a d e m y  of P e d i a t r i c s
A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  for C o u n s e l i n g  and D e v e l o p m e n t
A m e r i c a n  Bar A s s o c i a t i o n
A m e r i c a n  C i v i l  L i b e r t i e s  U n i o n
A m e r i c a n  M e d i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
A m e r i c a n  O r t h o p s y c h i a t r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n
A m e r i c a n  P s y c h o l o g i c a l  A s s o c i a t i o n
A m e r i c a n  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n
A s s o c i a t i o n  for H u m a n i s t i c  E d u c a t i o n
C o u n c i l  for E x c e p t i o n a l  C h i l d r e n
F r i e n d s  C o m m i t t e e  on L e g i s l a t i o n
M e n t a l  H e a l t h  A s s o c i a t i o n  v :•
N a t i o n a l  C o m m i t t e e  f o r  P r e v e n t i o n  of C h i l d  A b u s e
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e  A d v a n c e m e n t  of C o l o r e d  P e o p l e
N a t i o n a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  of  S o c i a l  W o r k e r s
N a t i o n a l  E d u c a t i o n  A s s o c i a t i o n
N a t i o n a l  P a r e n t  T e a c h e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n
S o c i e t y  for A d o l e s c e n t  M e d i c i n e
U n i t a r i a n  U n i v e r s a l i s t  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y
U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of D e f e n s e  D e p e n d e n t s  S c h o o l s
U.S. S t u d e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n
Y o u n g  Der j of A m e r i c a



April 2, 1987

Senator Paul Fischer, Chairman 
Post Office Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Sir,
Our church. Mountain View Baptist, has just received a copy of Senate 

B ill 69, an act relating to corporal punishment of students. After reviewing 
the bill, I am writing to voice our disapproval of the present proposed bill.

Being a former elementary school teacher in Minnesota with excellent job 
recommendations, I am cognizant of the difficulties in educating our children 
today in the public schools. In my opinion, I believe that the lack of discipline 
in the classroom interfers with the educational process. When a teacher 
cannot control his/her classroom, it is difficult for learning to take place.

Child abuse is also a problem of which I am aware. I am not advocating 
child abuse; however, I believe that loving, judical corporal punishment can an 
effective way of maintaining discipline and an atmosphere for learning. It 
must be a last result but not outlawed.

As the bill now stands, it would outlaw corporal punishment both in 
public, private and in home school situations. The boundaries of the church and 
the state are being overstepped. The Bible, our basis fur lifestyle and the 
raising of children, approves the use at times of that form of discipline. You 
may be able to outlaw jorporal punishment in public school, but you have no 
authority to do outlaw corporal punsihment in private schools or at home.

My wife teaches at a private Christian School in the Anchorage area. In 
talking with several Christian principals, I have found that very few of the 
private schools in Alaska have administrators who discipline a child. Most 
administrators will call the parents to come to the school and discipline 
their child; this bill would also make this against the law. This is offensive 
to me that a State could tell the parent that they couldn’t spank their child at 
school or at home (home school).

At this time, I believe that the legislature should reconsider the direction 
of this bill; as this bill will be challenged in the courts if passed.

Sincerely,

Rev. John M. Beyers



FAR NORTH BIBLE COLLEGE
REACHING THE ALASKA 

NATIVE COMMUNITY 
FOR CHRIST

M a r c h  30, 1987

C h a i r m a n
S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P o u c h  V
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 811

De a r  S e n a t o r  Fischer:

S e n a t e  B i l l  No. 69 seerns i n a p p r o p r i a t e  at 
a t i m e  w h e n  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s  are h a v i n g  t r o u b l e  
e d u c a t i n g  c h i l d r e n  and e n f o r c i n g  d i s c i p l i n e .  I 
a m  not a w a r e  of a n y  m i s c o n d u c t  b y  t e a c h e r s  or 
s t a f f  in a p p l i c a t i o n  of c o r p o r a t e  p u n i s h m e n t  
that w o u l d  j u s t i f y  the l e g i s l a t i v e  e f f o r t  to 
c o r r e c t  it.

S i n c e r e l y ,

B en G a l i n d o ,  P a s t o r  
A N C H O R A G E  N A T I V E  A S S E M B L Y

B G : m l s
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\ J y  M s m a v  © i f  M m
P.O. Box 211767 Anchorage, Alaska 99521 D r. J e r ry  P revo  - Chairman

March 13, 1937

Senator Paul Fischer 
Alaska State Legislature 
Box V
Juneau, AK 99811

MAR 1 9 1987

Dear Senator Fischer:

I am w r iting in regards to Senate Bill 69* which was introduced 
by Senator Kerttula. As you know, this bill concerns the use of 
corporal punishment in private, as well as public schools.

The Liberty F e deration represents hundreds of pastors (with many 
thousands of people) who oppose this bill. Many of these 
pastors operate private schools which may be di rectly affected 
by the intent of this legislation.

The clause in line 12, "cause to be inflicted," seems to be 
broad e n o u g h  to include a ny action w hich may result in the 
spanking of a child, even if it is a c c omplis hed through the 
parent.

I do not kn ow of any private school whose a dministrati on 
continues to practice corporal punishment, (although there may 
be). But, many schools do rely upon the parents to administer 
the needed discipline. We have lost the discipline neces sary to 
educate children in the public schools. We do not need the 
state involving t hems e l v e s  in the affairs  of the private 
schools, and messing things up for them as well.

I u nder stand that you are opposed to this bill. Senator 
K erttula's office informed me that you probably will not hear it 
in the HESS committee.

I do believe I could prevent u nnec essary concern on the part of 
many pastors if they knew this bill would not be heard. I would 
request from you a letter of opposition to SB59 and if it is 
possible a commit t m e n t  not to schedule this bill for debate.

Anything you can do to reassure me that this bill will not 
become law would be very helpful. If I may be of any assistance 
to you, please let me know.

Sincerely,

c X

Rick Carmickle 
Executive Director
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Darrell helton 

328 Boniface 2593 

Anchorage, Ak. 99504 

4-6-87

Senator Paul Fischer 

P.O.Box V 
Juneau, Ak. 99811

Dear Sir

I am opposed to Senate Bill 69 amending Article 9: Corporal Punishment.

T o  enact this bill is a v i olation of ray rights as a parent and a violation 

of every teacher. Many young people need a little "corporal punishment".

A quick look at our Juvenile Court system will make that fact evident.

This bil l  is unfounded, unwarranted and unwanted. The rights of parents 

are g i v e n  by God as responsibilities and shall not be infringed.

Abuse? Absolutely not. Necessary "corporal punishment"? Most certainly yes.

Sincerely

Darrell Helton



D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s h e r ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a l l  y o u r  h a r d  w o r k  a n d  I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  

e f f o r t s  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  A l a s k a  a  w e l l  g o v e r n e d  s t a t e .

I f e e l  I m u s t  e x p r e s s  m y  v i e w s  a g a i n s t  s e n a t e  b i l l  n o .  S 3 .

I f e e l  i t  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  o u r  s o c i e t y  n o t  t o  u s e  

c o r p o r a l  p u n i s h m e n t  o n  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  o u r  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  

s c h o o l s .  A s  y o u  p r o b a b l y  k n o w  a go o d  " s w a t "  o r  " s p a n k i n g "  c a n  

o f t e n  t i m e s  b e  v e r y  b e n e f i c i a l  a n d  h u r t s  n o  m o r e  t h a n  a  

c h i l d ’s  p r i d e .  T h e  b i b l e  s t a t e s  v e r y  c l e a r l y  t h a t  a  r o d  o f  

d i s c i p l i n e  w i l l  k e e p  a  c h i l d  f a r  f r o m  e v i l .  A f t e r  a l l  w e  a r e  

a  G o d  f e a r i n g  c o u n t r y  a n d  f o r  t h e  g o o d  o f  o u r  c h i l d r e n  l e t ’s  

k e e p  i t  t h a t  w a y .

S i n c e r e l y ,  ,

/ W e  m -
D i a n e  M .  M e t c a l f

A n c h o r a g e

So/ss s 4.

APR 1 0 W7



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

NAME: TAMMY JONES 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 7 0 8  EAST 75TH
CITY : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99508

PHONE: 3 4 4 -5 4 7 7  
B ILL NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS 
MESSAGE: I  AM OPPOSED TO THIS B IL L , PLEASE VOTE NO.

POMID: 0 3 1 2 1 5 5 7  
DATE: 0 3 / 1 6 /8 7  
TIME: 1 2 :1 5 :5 7  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS

HALFORD
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KERTTULA



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

NAME: JULIE  DUARTE 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 708 E . 75TH
C ITY : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99518

PHONE: 3 4 4 -5 4 7 7  
B ILL NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS
MESSAGE: B ILL  NUMBER 69  IS  OVER-RULING MY RIGHT OF CHOICE IN  THE PRIVATE OR 
PUBLIC SCHOOL. I  ASK YOU TO VOTE NO ON SB 6 9 . THANK YOU.

POMID: 03113052  /  '  '
DATE: 0 3 /1 6 /8 7  
TIME: 1 1 :3 0 :5 2  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS

ABOOD
BENNETT
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
KERTTULA
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

NAME: TAMMY SCHMIDT 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 919  E . 9TH
PHONE: 2 7 4 -7 6 1 6  

B IL L  NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS
MESSAGE: PLEASE VOTE NO ON SB 6 9 .  IT  INTERFERES WITH PARENTAL RIGHTS OVER 

CHILDREN.

TIME: l i : 0 0 : 4 0  
LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS

ABOOD
BENNETT
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
KERTTULA
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF

C ITY : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99501

POMID: 03110040  
DATE: 0 3 /1 6 /8 7



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR! SENATOR FISCHER

NAME: PATRICIA RIMBUY 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 6311  WOODED CIRCLE 
C ITY : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99502

PHONE: 2 4 3 -4 0 0 3  
B ILL NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS
MESSAGE: I  WANT TO ENCOURAGE ANYONE WHO HAS A SAY ON SB 69  TO VOTE NO BECAUSE 

THE LACK OF D ISC IPL INE CREATES A LACK OF CONTROL AND THAT'S PART OF THE PROBLEM 
WITH THE SCHOOLS TODAY, ESPECIALLY THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS.

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS

HALFORD
JONES
KERTTULA
JOSEPHSON

POMID: 0310 363 5  
DATE: 0 3 /1 0 /8 7  
TIME: 1 0 :3 6 :3 5



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

name: EVELYN HADFIELD 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 9 4 9 9  BRAYTON DRIVE #199
C ITY : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99507

PHONE: 3 4 9 -7 2 5 2  
B IL L  NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS
MESSAGE: SB 69  IMPOSES LEGISLATION ON PRIVATE SHCOOLS OVERRIDING PARENTAL 
CHOICE. PLEASE VOTE NO ON SB 6 9 .

POMID: 03122750  
DATE: 0 3 / 1 6 /8 7  
TIME: 1 2 :2 7 :5 0  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
REPRESENTATIVES REPRESENTATIVES SENATORS
ADAMS BARNES ABOOD
BOUCHER BOYER BENNETT
BROWN CATO BINKLEY
COLLINS COTTEN COGHILL
DAVIDSON DAVIS DUNCAN
DONLEY ELLIS ELIASON
FRANK FURNACE FAHRENKAMP
GOLL GRUENBERG FAIKS
GRUSSENDORF HANLEY HALFORD
HERRMANN HOFFMAN HENSLEY
HUDSON KOPONEN JONES
LARSON MARTIN JOSEPHSON
MENARD MILLER KELLY
NAVARRE PEARCE KERTTULA
PETTYJOHN PH ILL IPS RODEY
POURCHOT RIEGER STURGULEWSKI
SHULTZ SPRINGER SZYMANSKI
SUND SWACKHAMMER UEHLING
TAYLOR ULMER ZHAROFF
WALLIS ZAWACKI



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

NAME: DANIEL KURKA 
TITLE :

ADDRESS: 10131 COLVILLE 
C ITY : EAGLE RIVER Z /P : 99577

PHONE: 6 9 4 -2 7 9 1  
B ILL  NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS
MESSAGE: 1 AM AGAINST THIS B IL L , AS IT  READS. THE D ISC IPL INE IN  THE PUBLIC 
SCHOOL SYSTEM, AS WELL AS THE PRIVATE SCHOOLS, HAS CONTINUALLY DECLINED OVER 
THE LAST FEW YEARS. AS FAR AS I  CAN SEE, THIS B IL L  WILL INCREASE THIS DECLI 

GREATLY. I  AM ESPECIALLY AGAINST THIS B IL L  WHEN T COMES TO PRIVATE SCHOOLS. 
ALOT OF PEOPLE ARE PUTTING THEIR CHILDREN IN  PRIVATE SCHOOLS FOR THE PURPOSE 
OF GOOD D ISC IPL INE IN  THE CLASSROOM.

•

POMID: 03125109  
DATE: 0 3 /1 6 /8 7  
TIME: 1 2 :5 1 :0 9

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS

HALFORD
JONES
JOSEPHSON



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

NAME: CHARLES SCHMIDT 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 919  EAST 91H AVENUE
PHONE: 2 7 4 -7 6 1 6  

B ILL NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS
MESSAGE: I  CHOSE TO SEND MY CHILDREN TO A SCHOOL WHERE THERE IS  CORPORAL

PUNISHMENT. PLEASE DON’ T TAKE THIS RIGHT FROM ME. VOTE NO ON SB 6 9 .

POMID: 03165640

ABOOD
BENNETT
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
HALFORD
HENSLEY
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
KERTTULA
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
S ’ YMANSKI
UEHLIN3
ZHAROFF

C ITY : ANCHORAGE, ALASKA Z IP : 99501

DATE: 0 3 /1 7 /8 7  
TIME: 1 6 :5 6 :4 0  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS



PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGE

DEAR: SENATOR FISCHER

NAME: KATHELEEN ENGE 
T ITLE :

ADDRESS: 9501 MORNINGSIDE LOOP * 4
C ITY : ANCHORAGE Z IP : 99 515

PHONE: 3 4 9 -1 8 3 2  
B ILL  NO: SB 69
SUBJECT: CORPORAL PUNISHMENT OF STUDENTS
MESSAGE: SB 6 9  IMPOSES LEGISLATION OF PRIVATE SCHOOLS, THUS OVER-RULING 
PARENTAL CHOICE. I  AM MY CHILD'S MOTHER, HOT THE STATE. VOTE NO, PLEASE, 
ON SB 6 9 . THANK YOU.

Cu/ y  / /

POMID: 03142911  
DATE: 0 3 /1 6 /8 7  
TIME: 1 4 :2 9 :1 1  

LIONAME: ANCHORAGE LIO
COPIES: SENATORS

ABOOD
BENNETT
BINKLEY
COGHILL
DUNCAN
ELIASON
FAHRENKAMP
FAIKS
H' '.FORD
HENSLEY
JONES
JOSEPHSON
KELLY
KERTTULA
RODEY
STURGULEWSKI
SZYMANSKI
UEHLING
ZHAROFF
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Introduced: 1/20/87
Referred: Health, Education and

Social Services

5 - 0 3 8 4 A

IN THE SENATE BY K E R T T U L A

*■- . S E NATE  BILL NO. 69

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

FI F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  SESSION

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An A c t  relating to corporal p u n i s h m e n t  of students ."

BE IT E N ACTE D BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 14.30' is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a n e w  section to read:

A R T I C L E  9. C O R P O R A L  PUNISHMENT.

Sec. 14.30.700. C O R P O R A L  PUNISHMENT. (a) : Except as p r o v i d e d  in

(b) of this section, a p e r s o n’employ ed by' or c o ntractin g w i t h ' a  p ublic 

"-or private school m a y  not inflict or cause to be inflicted corporal 

punish m e n t  or b odil y pain on a student.

(b) A  person employ ed by or c o ntracting  w i t h  a public or private 

school may, w i t h i n  the scope of the person's employment, use r e a s o n­

able and n e c e s s a r y  physica l re straint on a student to

(1) protect the person, a student, or others from p h y s i c a l

injury;

(2) obtain p o s s e s s i o n  erf a w e a p o n  or other dangerous object

from-^a student; or.

(3) protect p r o p e r t y  from serious harm.

SB0069a - 1 - SB 69




