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S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n e s

M E M O R A N D U M

TO: S e n a t e  H E S S  M e m b e

FROM: S e n a t o r  L l o y d  J o n

DATE: F e b r u a r y  26, 1988

S U B J E C T :  A  b i l l  l i m i t i n g  t h e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  h o s p i t a l s  for
a c t i o n s  o f  c e r t a i n  n o n e m p l o y e e s .

U n d e r  S e n a t e  B i l l  461, h o s p i t a l s  w o u l d  n o t  b e  h e l d  l i a b l e  f o r  
t h e  a c t i o n s  of  n o n e m p l o y e e s ,  u n l e s s  t h e  h o s p i t a l  s h a r e d  fault. 
I t  w o u l d  e n s u r e  d o c t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  w h o  p e r f o r m  t h e i r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  d u t i e s  in h o s p i t a l s ,  b u t  a r e  n o t  e m p l o y e d  b y  t h e  
h o s p i t a l s ,  a r e  i n d i v i d u a l l y  h e l d  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e i r  act i o n s .

P r e s e n t l y ,  h o s p i t a l s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  in m a n y  m a l p r a c t i c e  suits, 
n o t  d u e  t o  a n y  n e g l i g e n c e  o f  t h e  h o s p i t a l s  o r  its e m p l o y e e s ,  
b u t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  " d e e p  p o c k e t s . "  P a s s a g e  of  t h i s  b i l l  in 
m y  o p i n i o n  w o u l d  r e d u c e  n e e d l e s s  l e g a l  e x p e n s e s  i n c u r r e d  b y  o u r  
h o s p i t a l s .

I t r u s t  y o u  w i l l  g i v e  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  p i e c e  of  l e g i s l a t i o n  y o u r  
fu l l  s c r u t i n y .  I t h i n k  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  s t r o n g  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h i s  
b i l l  a m o n g  h e a l t h  p r o f e s s i o n a l s ,  h o s p i t a l s ,  c i t i e s  a n d  o t h e r  
m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  p u b l i c .

T h a n k  you.
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This bill adds a new section to AS 09.65 that shields 
hospitals from civil liability for the acts and omissions of those 
providing health care in a hospital who are not employees of the 
hospital, including physicians. Because this bill deals with the civil 
liability of hospitals, it will not have a direct fiscal impact 011 the 
Department of Law.
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