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th e  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s ; the r e g u la t i o n s  must p ro v id e  th a t  i f  a cou rse  in  
American S ign  Language i s  g iv e n ,  the  cou rse  s h a l l  be g iven  c r e d i t  as a 
cou rse  in  a f o r e i g n  la n guag e ;
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2 - 1 7 - 8 8

S p o n s o r  S u m m a r y

S B - 4 2 0 :  " A n  a c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  c u r r i c u l u m  r e q u i r e d  in p u b l i c
s c h o o l s . 11

S B - 3 4 0  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  t o  g i v e  c r e d i t  f o r
A m e r i c a n  S i g n  L a n g u a g e  as a f o r e i g n  l a n g u a g e  if A m e r i c a n  S i g n
L a n g u a g e  is t a u g h t .

A t  l e a s t  t w o  s t a t e s  p r e s e n t l y  a l l o w  this, C a l i f o r n i a  a n d  Ohio.
A s  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  Oh i o  no t e s :

O h i o  n e e d s  m a n y  m o r e  s i g n  l a n g u a g e  i n t e r p r e t e r s .  A m e r i c a n  
S i g n  L a n g u a g e  s k i l l s  a r e  t h e  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  s k i l l s  o f  a n y  
g o o d  i n t e r p r e t e r .  S t u d e n t ?  that t a k e  t h e s e  c l a s s e s ,  b u t  
d o  n o t  b e c o m e  i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  w i l l  b e  a b l e  t o  u s e  t h e i r  A S L  
s k i l l s  in w h a t e v e r  j o b s  t h o y  t a k e  a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n .  D e a f  
h i g h  s c h o o l  s t u d e n t s  w i l l  h a v e  m o r e  p e o p l e  t o  c o m m u n i c a t e  
with, w h i c h  m e a n s  l e s s  i s o l a t i o n .
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An net to amend Section 51225.3 o f the Education Code, relating 
lo secondary education. -  • ; :WiMiJ;

•.{»•*.•’»!■ • ;•• ir.-ii* M . ttktiyit. -r’ •• ?3§I|
,v l [Approved by C o v em o r  July 24, 1937. Filed with 

"  ■ ' • " Secretary of. State Julyf 27. 198^.]

^ ^ L E G I S L A T I V E  C O U N SE L ’S D IG EST  
AB 51, O ’Connell. Education. ''•.?&
Existing law/which will become operative on July 1,1988, require? 

pupils to complete it m inimum number of. courses in' s p e c iB e i^ . 
subjects in order to receive a high school diploma, including o rie§ t$  
course in visual or perform ing arts or foi eign language.

This bill would provide that fo r the purposes ;o f satisfyf ”  
requirement, a course in American Sign language shall be d 
a course in foreign language.

. ‘' I f  r y  ■
T h e  p e o p l e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  C a l i f o r n i a  d o  e n a c t  a s  f o l l o w s .

SECTION 1. . Section 51225.3 o f the Education'Code, as ad led by /f|; 
Section 2 o f Chapter 1158 o f the Statutes o f 1985, is amended t > read:'*S^_ 

51225.3. (a) Commencing with the 1938-89 school year, n' ■ pupifej j
shall receive a diploma o f graduation from  high school who, \\ tile 
grades 9 to 12, inclusive, has not completed all o f (the fo llow  n g : / ^  '"J 

(1) At least the following numbers o f courses in the si bjects?

s courses/m social studies, including United States " ; '
geography; world history, culture,/and geography;-a ^  v '
r finn rco  f in  ‘ A m p n n a n  crnvprnm onh'or»r1 niu>ir«r  ̂ ■ilVv •

(C ) Two courses in science, including biological and physical W '-H ’M '.- ’ v
sciences. - >"• 1*.

(D ) Three ' 
history and geography; ; 
one-semester ;course 
one-semester course'in economics

„  (E ) One course in visual __ r ________ „ ________  0____ _
C For the purposes o f  ̂ satisfying the requirement specified i.i this'*£ ,
\  subparagraph, a course’in American Sign Language shall be d< V' •

course in foreign language.
   —  - ’ ’• --(F ) Two courses iirphysical education, unless'the pupil has beeri* -^  t . v  .....  . w

exempted pursuant to the provisions o f this code?''/
(2) Such other coursework as the governing board o f the 

district may by ru le specify.
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fo r students to complete,the prescribed course o f study which may •/ 
include practical demonstration o f ski Is ,:and ,;co *■ 
supervised work experience or other out :ide school
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O M B O  A S S O C B A T i O M  O F  T H ^  D E A F , | | N C ,

a non-profit organization promoting the host interests of the deaf of our state ■ '

I;''-

SICM L A N G U A G E  OMNI B U S  BILL: W H A T  IT IT IS AND WHAT IT WILL

The Ohio A s s o c i a t i o n  of the Deaf asked R e p r e s e n t a t i v e
S h e e r e r  (D-Cl e v e l a n d ) to i n t r o d u c e  the Sign L a n g u a g e  Omnibus^'^L^f- ...
Bill. The idea for this bill was to In c r e a s e  .understand i n g £ :ja :/V •
a p p r e c i a t i o n  for deaf p e o p l e ' s  need for sign language in ,y£thet
lives. We s t r o n g l y  e n c o u r a g e  you to get involved and .'support %*'■«■*& '• ••
this b i l l .

The bill has three i m p o r t a n t  parts. 
Ohio state g o v e r n m e n t  will:

if

KO : .

the bill becomes law, the .://•

* • ' -ifr'jiv'' ~ i - *fi T

1. R e c o n g i z e  A m e r i c a n  Sign L a n g u a g e  (ASL) as a foreign language? 
A S L  w o uld then be a l l o w e d  to be taught in high schoo 1 s.%f an 
c o l l e g e  for credit. v

/  n  .  j/ i ' •* "5,\
(Purpose: Ohio needs ma n y  more sign l a n g u a g e  interpreters.^: ASL^|j|$£;
skills are the most i m p o r t a n t  skills of any good interpreter.:!;^:/^. 
S t u d e n t s  that take these c l a s s e s ,  but do not be c o m e  interpreters,^/*.^;) 
will be able to use their ASL skills 
a f t e r  g r a d u a t i o n .  Deaf 
p e o p l e  to c o m m u n i c a t e  with

ASL skills in w h a t e v e r  jobs they^jj£ take.3-j 
hi g h  school stu d e n t s  will ; ,have//more^j/

, w h i c h  means -.-less .isolation.) • . / / V v V - ' - ,

• • . :> -io ™

V m*'
C h o o s e  three cities to set up pilot or e x p e r i m e n t a l  p r ograms
w h i c h  sign l a n g u a g e  c l a s s e s  would be o f f e r e d  to h e a r i n g

s t u d e n t s  below the 9th grade.-' •

2 .

i n

’•V- •

(Purpose: Most deaf c h i l d r e n  are now m a i n s t r e a m e d  into /schools
with o ther h e a r i n g  c h i l d r e n .  T hose deaf c h i l d r e n ,  who depend on 
sign l a n g u a g e  for full c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  /-.need to be able to ‘ have 
o t h e r  c h i l d r e n  to talk wi t h  and d e v e l o p  relationships,//with. 
These c l a s s e s  which will not be r equ i r ed wi 11 encourage h e a r i n g  
c h i l d r e n  to learn sign l a n g u a g e .  If deaf c h i l d r e n  take these
cl a s s e s ,  it will be v o l u n t a r y  and left up to the parents to
decide. ( Cleveland, C o l u m b u s  and Da y t o n  are the most likely
cities to be choosen.)

I
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C L E V E L A N D  N o .  1 O  C I N C I N N A T I  N i * .  2  •  C O L U M Q U 3  N o .  3  •  A K R O N  N o .  4  *  T O L E D O  N o .  5  / J

D A V T O N  N o .  6  •  F I N D L A Y  N o .  7  •  M A N S F I E L D  N o .  6  •  Y O U N G S T O W N  N o .  9  •  P O R T S M O U T H  N o .  1 0
/A

• A COOPERATING MEMBER O* THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF THE DEAF '•
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S i g n  L a n g u a g e  Omnibus B i l l
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3.  H i r e  s i x  new s t a f f  p e o p l e  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n .  T h e se
d e a f n e s s  and s i g n  l a n g u a g e .

who would 
s i x  p e o p l e

work
would

•jv/
« >y;‘.

i n  t h e  ‘ Oh i o ,  
be e x p e r t s  i n

• \ *'»»»•V -..-I !*.V» .
' ,

iifij:-y. •••■■

V ■ V/.

( P u r p o s e :  The Ohio  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n  does  n o t
c o n s u l t a n t s  o r  e x p e r t s  in  d e a f n e s s  and s i g n  l a n g u a g e  
t i m e .  C o n s u l t a n t s  a r e  needed  to h e l p  t he  l o c a l  s c h o o l  
p r o v i d e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s e r v i c e s  d e a f  c h i l d r e n . '

■ m ' m m  ■

have A-any,-. 
a t , ,  t h i s
p rog ram s / 

C o n s u l t a n t s . '  w i l T - ’ 
a l s o  be needed  to h e l p  t he  s c h o o l s  d e v e l o p  the  s i g n

r.v .*v.M
fife;'

K M ; .

c l a s s e s  and 
i n t e r p r e t e r s

to he s u r e  t h e y  use  q u a l i f i e d  s i g n  
i n  the  c l a s s r o o m s  w i t h  d e a f  c h i l d r e n . )

la n g u a g e  . 
la n g  uage i - f -

ti*',: ■ >.Kt. .
The B i l l  i s  to be i n t r o d u c e d  i n  the House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  ' " b y

*• • 
; V;

R e p . J u d y  S h e e r e r  in D ece mb er ,  
be h e l d  in  J a n u a r y .

F o r  more i n f o r m a t i o n :

A l a n  R.  P a r n e s  
Cha i r p e r s o n  
S i g n  L a n g u a g e  Omnibus B i l l  
615 H c A1 p .1 n If 1 -  A
C i n c i n n a t i ,  Oh i o  45220 
( 5 1 3 )  2 2 1 - 4 7 1 7  ( Home-TDD ONLY)  

2 2 1 - 3 3 0 0  ( Wor k - TDD ONLY)  
2 2 1 - 3 3 0 0  ( W o r k - V o i c e )

A p u b l i c  h e a r i n g  i s  e x p e c t e d  to

■i i
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slates lo  estab lish and maintain 
s tanda rds consistent with s' ,n 
app roved  o r  recognized ci '.ion. 
licensing, registration , o r  , 
c om pa rab le  requirements s . .i ich apply 
to pa r t icu la r  pro fess ions o r  
d isc ip l ines . 30

In ass ist ing the s ta les to deve lop  
pe rsonne l standards for p ro fe ss iona ls  in 
d ea f  education , ED shou ld cons ider the 
Counci l on Education o f  the Deaf's 
s tanda rds  fo r  the certi f ication o f  
p ro fe s s ion a ls  invo lved  in the education 
o f  hear ing impaired ch i ld ren and youth.

Draft Recommendation 16: The 
Department o f Education should provide 
guidelines fo r states to include in their 
state plans such policies and 
procedures, which relate to the 
establishment and maintenance o f 
standards, to ensure that professionals 
in special programs fo r students who 
are deaf are adequately prepared and 
trained.
X I I I .  Educationa l Interpreters

Discussion: Commun icat ion  in the 
c la s s room  is crucial not on ly  to the 
educat iona l process, but a ls o  to student 
part ic ipat ion  in the c lassroom . Utilizing 
interpreting serv ices is one w a y  o f  
p rov id ing communicat ion fo r  students 
who a re d e a f  in c lass room s with hearing 
peers. The c la s s room  setting presents a 
cha l lenge f o r  educationa l interpreters 
because they must consider: The varying 
linguistic and cognitive deve lopmen ta l 
leve ls  o f  the child : the d if fer ing s ign /o ra l 
systems emp loyed  fo r  interpreting: the 
app ropr ia teness  o f  per fo rm ing other 
duties; and  tb ? need to w o rk  
coopera t ive ly  with regular c lassroom  
teachers, adm in is trato rs , and other 
support personne l .

The Reg istry o f  In terp reters  fo r  the 
D e a f  (R ID ) ,  the nat iona l certi fying 
organ izat ion f o r  interpreters , has 
estab l ished guidelines fo r  the 
p ro fe ss iona l in te rp re te r ’s ro le and 
functions but has not estab l ished specia l 
p rov is ions f o r  educationa l interpreters.
In 1985, the Na t iona l T ask  Force on 
Educationa l Interpreting (NTFE I)  was 
fo rmed to "exam ine  and c la r i fy  ro les 
and respons ib i l it ies , training and 
certi f ication , w ork ing  conditions, and 
other needs concerning educationa l 
interpreters and  their serv ices to 
ma inst reamed d ea f  students at ail 
educationa l leve ls ."  NTFE I is a lso 
seeking to estab l ish  s tandards for 
educationa l interpreters and lo  p romcte 
"equ itab le  s a la ry  ranges as determined 
by sk i l l  levp l required and advanced 
training expecta t ions ."

30Id

Although NT ID 's  1980 In te rp re te r 
Train ing P rograms resource guide lists 
48 interpreter tra ining p rograms in 30 
sta les, none a re  spec if ica l ly  designed for 
educationa l interpreters . In terp reters , 
themse lves, recogn ize that they do not 
receive adequate training in such 
subjects as ch i ld  and language 
deve lopment , cognit ive p rocessing , the 
va r ious s ign /o ra l  systems, and  
educat iona l settings that require  spec ia l 
know ledge and  expertise . Ser ious 
concern has been exp ressed  abou t the 
lack o f  unders tand ing  o f  the in te rp ra te r ’s 
ro le  by d e a f  students, c lass room  
teachers, parents , adm in is tra to rs ,  and  
in terpreters themse lves . A no th e r  ser ious 
concern  is that states and lo c a l  
educa t iona l agencies h ave no t tieHted 
interpreters as " p ro fe s s ion a ls . "  in terms 
o f  status and sa la r ies .

Draft Recommendation 17: The 
Department o f Education, in 
consultation with consumers, _  , 
professionals, and organizations, should 
provide guidelines fo r states to include 
in their state plans such policies and 
procedures, which relate to the 
establishment and maintenance o f 
standards, to ensure that interpreters in 
educational settings are adequately 
prepared and trained.

This recom m enda t ion  is in tended to 
inc lude in te rp re te r s tanda rds in the 
personne l s tanda rds  as requ ired  by 
section 613 (a ) (1 4 )  o f  the EH A  
Amendmen ts  o f  1 S8 6 . The Comm iss ion  
p roposes that ED  shou ld  recognize 
in terpreters as p ro fe s s ion a ls  and  shou ld  
continue w o rk ing  c lo se ly  w ith  R ID , 
NTFEI. and  o the r groups in dcve iop ir . 3  
and p rov id ing guide l ines to states to 
estab lish and  ma in ta in  s tanda rds fo r  
in terpreters in educa t iona l settings. ED  
shou ld  e spec ia l ly  define the app ropr ia te  
ro le  o f  in te rp re te rs  in these settings. The 
Commiss ion  emphas izes  that the term 
"educa tiona l in te rp re te rs "  inc ludes sign 
language, cued speech, o ra l ,  and  d ea f /  
b lind interpreters .

Draft Recommendation 18: Federal 
funding should be provided to develop 
training programs, design curricula, and 
award stipends to recruit and train 
potential and working educational 
interpreters.

There  a re cu r ren t ly  no in te rp re te r 
training p rograms spec if ica l ly  designed 
fo r  educa t iona l interpreters . T ra ining 
programs shou ld  o f fe r  courses 
addressing spec ia l is'.ucs, such as: The 
va r ious  sign sys tems used in 
educationa l settings: o ra l and cued 
speech interpreting: manua l 
commun icat ion  w ith d ea f /b l in d  persons: 
the need fo r  c o l la bo ra t io n  between 
teachers, adm in is tra to rs ,  and 
counse lo rs : and the cognitive and

language deve lopment processes o f  
hearing and d ea f  children. Section 304 o f  
the Rehab i l i ta t ion Act currently 
prov ides an average o f  S18.000 per s la te 
fo r  interpreter training programs. Thai 
amount is not enough to pay for even 
one qua li f ied  instructor let a lone pay for 
add it iona l faculty, curriculum 
deve lopment, and support services that 
w ou ld  be needed fo r  a qua lity training 
p rog ram . 31

Part D o f  the EHA a l locates monies to 
p romote s ta f f  deve lopment o f  specia l 
education personnel. These monies 
cou ld  be used to provide stipends to 
potentia l and work ing interpreters who 
seek training in the f ie ld o f  educational 
interpreting. ,

Draft Recommendation 19: Congress 
should fund section 315 o f the 
Rehabilitation Act. The Department of 
Education should establish standards 
f . r  interpreters in the field of 
rehabilitation.

Section 315 o f  the Rehabi li ta t ion Act 
o f  1973. as amended, authorizes the 
Comm iss ione r  o f  Rehab i l i ta t ion Services 
to m ake  grants to states fo r  establishing 
interpreting services fo r  ind iv idua ls  who 
are d ea f .32 Interpreters partic ipating in 
the programs are required to meet 
m in imum s tanda rds . 33 Section 315 has 
n eve r  been funded and consequent ly no 
in te rp re te r standards have been 
estab l ished fo r  the states by the 
Commiss ioner .
X IV .  American Sign Language

Discussion: Researchers examining 
the linguistic characteristics o f  
Am er ic an  Sign Language (ASL ) have 
determ ined that it is a natura l and 
comp le te language, comparab le  in 
com p lex i ty  and expressiveness to other 
languages. A SL  should not be confused 
w ith  m anua l ly  coiled English sign 
sys tems [e.g., Seeing Exact English. 
Seeing Essentia l English) which are not 
cons idered  languages but which have 
become w ide ly  used in educational 
settings. Some educational institutions 
a ls o  recognize ASL  as a distinct 
language and grant fore ign/second 
language credit to students who master 
A S L

App rox im a te ly  10 percent o f  d ea f  
ch i ld ren have parents who are d ea f  and 
m any  o f  these children learn ASL  as 
their native language and acquire 
English as a second language. D e a f  
ch i ld ren o f  hearing parents often choose 
lo  lea rn  A SL  la ter in life. Psycholinguists 
studying second language acquisition 
have  found that language learning is

3 , : 9 U S C
31 U. al -77r;.,).
33 Id  91  77 7e ‘ b |(S |
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enhanced when both languages and  
cu ltures a re v iew ed  pos it ive ly  b y  the 
soc iety in which the ind iv idua l in teracts 
and  when  there is comp lementa r i ty ,  
ra ther than competition , between  
linguistic sys tems .34

Draft Recommendation 20: The 
Commission on Education o f the Deaf 
recognizes American Sign Language as 
a legitimate language.3’'

It is not the intent o f  the Com m iss ion  
that A S L  be used as the p r im a ry  method 
o f  English instruction fo r  a l l  s tudents 
who a re  dea f : however ,  it sh ou ld  be 
emphas ized  that this recomm enda tion  
recognizes ASL  as a language in its ow n  
right and  as an  educat iona l too l.
X V .  The  R o le  and Impact o f  Research , 
Deve lopment , and  Eva lua t ion  Activ it ies 
at G a l laude t  Un ivers i ty  and the N a t iona l 
T echn ica l Institute f o r  the D e a f

Discussion: The Comm iss ion  
exam ined  seve ra l  re la ted quest ions 
concern ing the ro le  and impact o f  
research , deve lopment , and  e v a lu a t io n  
activ it ies conducted by G U  ( inc luding 
KDES  and M SFD ) and NT ID . The 
Comm iss ion  emphas izes that it h as  not 
attempted to eva lua te  the qua l i ty  o f  
research  at G L  and NT ID ; h ow eve r ,  it 
has cons idered  h ow  research , 
deve lopment , and  eva lua t ion  prio r it ies 
shou ld  be estab l ished , whethe r  there 
has been adequate oversight to ensure 
cost-e f fec t ivcness and qua lity , and  
whethe r research , deve lopment ,  and  
eva lua t ion  p ro jec ts  shou ld  be funded 
through Cong ress iona l app ropr ia t ions ,  
competit ive gtants , o r  both.
Funding o f Research. Development, and 
Evaluation Projects

Discussion: G U  and N T ID  are 
autho r ized by law  to conduct research , 
deve lopment, and eva lua t ion . The re  is 
significant va lue in having ex tens ive 
and high qua li ty  research , deve lopmen t ,  
and eva lua t ion  p rograms at G U  and 
NT ID . The Comm iss ion  commended the 
va lu ab le  contr ibu t ion  to the f ie ld  made 
by the Annua l S u rvey  o f  Hear ing  
Impaired Ch i ld ren  and  You th  and  it 
expressed interest in exp lo r ing  w ay s  in 
which the Su rvey  might p rov ide 
important data  abou t specif ic groups,

"  S - a t d im o r e .  H . B. (1 9 5 2 ). Bilingualism: Basic 
principles, E n g la n d : T ie lo .

11 T h e  C o m m im o n  h a i no t re a c h e d  fu l l 
c o n ie m u a  o n  I h i l  re c om m en d a tio n .

such as the rura l student pcpulace . 
H ow eve r ,  it recognized that o the r  
resea rch  centers a re a lso  conducting a 
s ignificant amount o f  research on 
dea fness  and d e a f  education . These 
centers w ou ld  benefit  f rom  increased 
opportun it ies to compete f o r  la rge r  
amounts o f  funding. S im i la r ly ,  requir ing 
G U  and N T ID  to part ic ipate in m o re  
competit ion fo r  funding cou ld  be 
expected to enhance the qua l i ty  o f  G U ’s 
and  NT iD 's  research , d eve lopmen t , and  
eva lua t ion  activ ities.

The  Commiss ion 's  recom m enda t ion  is 
in tended to encourage competit ion , 
innovat ion , and d ive rs i ty  in re sea rch  
and deve lopmen t p ro jects  on  dea fn ess .  
The Comm iss ion  ce rta in ly  does not 
recommend any  reduct ion  o f  funding f o r  
d ea fness - re la ted  research .

Draft Recommendation 21: Only a 
base level o f Congressionally 
appropriated line-item funding should 
continue to be allocated to GU and 
NTID fo r research, development, and 
evaluation projects. Specifically, 
funding should be adequate to provide a 
robust research agenda which would 
include the Annual Survey o f Hearing 
Impaired Children and Youth conducted 
by Gallaudet. An overall reduction in 
the current funding provided to these 
two institutions should be made and the 
remaining monies should then be set 
aside ondvsed for competitive grants 
fo r deafness-relatidresearch. Any 
research center with adequate capacity 
in the field, including GU and NTID, 
could compete fo r the funds on a multi- 
year basis.3 6

The  Comm iss ion  we lcom es  comments  
on  h ow  to set the "b a se  le v e l "  f o r  G U  
and  N T ID : one-th ird , one -ha l f ,  two- 
thirds, o r  some o the r  p ropo r t ion  o f  what  
Cong ress n ow  app rop r ia tes  to them fo r  
research , deve lopment ,  and  eva lu a t io n  
activ ities. The curren t app rop r ia t ion s  fo r  
G U  ( inc luding K D E S  and  M SSD )  and 
NT ID  tota l a p p ro x im a te ly  S8 m i l l io n  fo r  
these activities.
X V I .  Em p loym en t and Advancem en t o f  
Pe rson s  W h o  A re  D e a f  at F ed e ra l ly  
Funded P os tseconda ry  Education 
Institutions

Discussion: The  Comm iss ion  
requested in fo rm a t ion  regard ing the 
em p loyment o f  d e a f  pe rsons at G U  and

* •  T h e  C o m m lH f e n  h a i  n o t  r e a c h e d  f u l l  
c o n a e n iu a  o n  th ia  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n .

NT ID . and the employment o f  b lacks 
and  women at H ow a rd  Un ivers ity and 
W e l le s l e y  Co llege , respective ly. At GU , 
the o v e ra l l  employment ra le  fo r  persons 
w ho  are d ea f  is 22% (18% executive. 33% 
p ro fe ss iona l ,  38% technical, 7% 
sec re ta r ia l .  7% maintenance , and 0% 
serv ice posit ions) .  A t NTID , the o v e ra l l  
em p loyment ra te  is 12% (12% executive . 
12% facu lty , 15% p ro fess iona l .  20% 
technical , and  6% secretaria l posit ions) . 
A t  H ow a rd  Un ivers i ty , a p r ima r i ly  b la ck  
un ive rs ity  in Wash ing ton . DC. the 
o v e ra l l  emp loyment rate fo r  b la ck  
pe rson s  is 87% (91% adminis trative , 77% 
facu lty ,  and  89% s ta f f  positions). A t  
W e l le s le y  Co llege , a women ’s co llege 
n e a r  Boston , the o ve ra l l  employment 
ra te  is 74% fo r  w om en  (50% 
admin is trat ive , 83% faculty, and  91% 
s t a f f  posit ions) .

The  Comm iss ion  recognizes that the 
p oo l  o f  d e a f  app licants is not as 
ex tens ive as the p oo l  o f  fema le  and 
b la c k  app lican ts : howeve r ,  these 
fede ra l ly - fu nded  pos tsecondary 
inst itut ions fo r  the d ea f  shou ld  take 
in it ia t ives lo  recruit, hire, and p romote  
d e a f  persons s im i la r  to the init iatives 
taken  by H ow a rd  and  W e l le s le y .  The 
C om m iss ion  acknow ledges the e f fo r ts  
m ade  by G U  and N T ID  and supports 
fu r th e r  ef forts , by these institutions and 
othera . to em p loy  and advance persons 
w h o  a re deaf.

Draft Recommendation 22: GU, NTID, 
and the schools participating in the 
RPEPD should continue to strengthen 
the positive efforts they have already 
made in recruiting, hiring, and 
promoting qualified applicants and 
employees who are deaf.

Reco rd s  o f  the comments received 
w i l l  be ava i lab le  f o r  public inspection at 
the o f f ice  o f  the Commiss ion on 
Educat ion  o f  the Dea f , G SA  Reg iona l 
O f f ic e  Building, R oom  6 6 4 8 .7th ai :d D 
S treets SW . ,  W ash ing ton , DC.
P o t  J o h a u s o n ,
Staff Director, Commission on Education of 
the Deaf.
October 8.1987.
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