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TO: All Members of the House

FROM: Representative Fran Ulmer

SUBJECT: House Bill 372

House Bill 372, "An Act prohibiting the suspended imposition 
of sentence for a person convicted of a sexual offense", adds sex 
offenses to the list of crimes for which offenders may not 
receive a suspended imposition of sentence. Current law provides 
that driving while intoxicated, murder, kidnapping and other 
crimes which require a presumptive sentence, are treated in this 
manner.

House Bill 372 recognizes that sex offenses are very serious 
offenses and that people who are convicted of these crimes will 
receive a permanent criminal history. This is important for 
employment background checks, as well as for future sentencing if 
the person re-offends and is convicted.

This legislation is supported by the Anchorage Sexual 
Assault Task Force, the Council on Domestic Violence, the 
Department of Public Safety, the Department of Law and the Public 
Defender's Office. There is no opposition and no fiscal impact.

I would appreciate your support of this legislation.

I'U BON V 
Juneau. Alaska oohh 
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Bus. re-'r? 
24-Hour Crisis 
276-STAR •■’82-

March 7, 1988

Alaska Senate
Health, Edy&a tlo.n and Social Services 

Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK 99811

PE: HB 372

Dear Senator Paul Fischer, Chairman;
Senator Joe Josephson, Vice-Chair; 
Senator Lloyd Jones,
Senator Jay Kerttula,
Senator Rick Halford:

Standing Together Against Rape (STAR) is a sexual assault crisis 
agency, based in Anchorage, which provides a 24-hour crisis lir.a, 
counseling, medical and legal accompaniment, :-r.d f . • vr. 
programs for children and adults. STAR strongly supports HB 372 
and urges its quick passage.

Present law allows suspended imposition of sentencing (SIS) for 
first time sexual assault offenses, which do not carry a 
presumptive term. Allowing an SIS for these types of offenses 
disregards the gravity of the crime and mitigates the seriousness 
of the offense. Current statutory language and commentary 
reflect a state philosophy which holds all sexual assault 
offenses in serious light. This is particularly important since 
Alaska continues to lead the nation in sexual assault per capita. 
A consistent philosophical regard, which views sexual offenses as 
a serious crime, should be perpetuated throughout the state's 
statutory fabric. To provide tor less subverts the state's grave 
regard for these types of criminal offenses.

An additional concern is the clearance of records, which is 
presently allowed through an SIS. Many child sex abusers 
purposely seek employment to gain access to children. This 
could mean present efforts by the Anchorage School District, in 
providing criminal background checks of prospective employees 
is thwarted since expungement of the record does not allow for a 
true criminal history.

A U n ite d  W ay  A g e n c y

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R S
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Alaska Senate, HESS Committee 
RE: HB 372

If an offender, who has reived an SIS for a sexual offense 
against a child, comes betore the court a second time for the 
same crime, the offender is viewed as a first time offender. 
This is a particular heinous injustice in child sex offenses 
since part of the dynamics used by the offender against the child 
involves "minimizing" or "denying" the assault. Therefore, 
disregarding the first offense perpetuates the "denial" dynamic 
into our law.

Passage of HB 372 into law would prohibit SIS's for sexual 
assault offenses. The bill is Important in maintaining the 
state's serious regard for adult and child sexual offenses. Ar.d 
in furthering to provide a record of these types of offenses for 
use in criminal history background checks.

Thank you for taking into consideration our comments on HB 372.

Sincerely,

(

Legal Advocate




