


S E N A T E  B I L L  NO. 324 by the R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  b y  r e q u e s t  of the 

Governor, entitled:

"An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to e l i g i b i l i t y  to s e r v e  t i m e  in 
a c o r r e c t i o n a l  r e s t i t u t i o n  center."

w a s  read the first time a n d  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  Health, 
E d u c a t i o n  and S ocial S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  t h e  J u d i c i a r y  

C ommittee.

G o v e r n o r ' s  t r a n s m i t t a l  letter d a t e d  J a n u a r y  11:

Dear S e n a t o r  Faiks:

U n d e r  the a u t h o r i t y  of art. Ill, sec. 18, of t h e  A l a s k a  C o n­
stitution, I am t r a n s m i t t i n g  a bill r e l a t i n g  t o  the e l i­
g i b i l i t y  of p r i s o n e r s  for p l a c e m e n t  in a c o r r e c t i o n a l  r e s t i­
tu t i o n  center.

T h e  bill m a k e s  a m i n o r  chr.nge in e x i s t i n g  l a w  w h i c h  will 
e x p a n d  t h e  pool of p r i s o n e r s  w h o  are e l i g i b l e  for p l a c e m e n t  
in a c o r r e c t i o n a l  r e s t i t u t i o n  center, t h e r e b y  f a c i l i t a t i n g  
b o t h  the r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  p r o c e s s  and the r e p a y m e n t  of r e s t i­
tut i o n  to v i c t i m s  of crimes.

P r e s e n t l y  AS 33.30.161(b)(2) p r e c l u d e s  p l a c e m e n t  of a p r i s­
one r  in a c o r r e c t i o n a l  r e s t i t u t i o n  c e n t e r  if t h e  p r i s o n e r  
has e v e r  b e e n  c o n v i c t e d  of an o f f e n s e  i n v o l v i n g  v i o l e n c e  or 
t h e  u s e  of force. This bill w o u l d  a m e n d  t h a t  p a r a g r a p h  to 
a l l o w  p l a c e m e n t  in a r e s t i t u t i o n  c e n t e r  of a p r i s o n e r  who 
h a s  a crimi n a l  h i s t o r y  of m i s d e m e a n o r  violence, b u t  not a 
p r i s o n e r  w h o  h a s  e v e r  been c o n v i c t e d  of a f e l o n y  offense 
i n v o l v i n g  violence. Of course, the D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r­
re c t i o n s  w o u l d  still m a k e  a c l a s s i f i c a t i o n  d e c i s i o n  th at the 
p r i s o n e r  does n o t  o t h e r w i s e  p r e s e n t  a r i s k  t o  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  
b e f o r e  p l a c e m e n t  in a r e s t i t u t i o n  center.

This b i l l  is a r e s p o n s i b l e  w a y  to p r o m o t e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  of 
l o w - r i s k  prisoners, a ssist v i c t i m s  of crimes, and h e l p  a d­
dre s s  the p r o b l e m  of prison.crowdi ng.

Sincerely,

/ s/ S teve C o w p e r  
Steve C o w p e r  
G o v e r n o r
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