


Alaska State Legislature

Senator Paul A. Fischer Wihile inJuneau
Senate District D Pouch V
Box 784 Juneau, Alaska 99811
Soldotna, Alaska 99669 (907) 465-3791
(907) 262-9420 W
262-9269 H State Senate

April 30, 1987

Mildred Brazington
PO BP X 71
Sterling, AK 99672

Dear Mildred:

Thank Xou very much or, our letter regar?rn% the wordrn? of HB
205, providing for the | rcensng occupational thera rsts agree
with you that the |st|ng 0f er lous Practitioners ée da
Arts"” Is regrettable. . | amworking to ?et this language deleted from
both the prdposed Iegrslat lon and the Alaska Statutés.

Even thou[gh the Ia (T;uage does not |ncIude specrfrcatrons for

Ircensrn SpIri S many fear oes require religious
gnp hr abuse qu he %

ea ers cgunse]ors to regort c ¥ le who
f contact e ave expressed He concern ha his 1S aTso n
violation ot the confidentiality that Is essential for viable healing

ministries within the pervue of” the church.

It is encouragrng to know that Alaskans are getting involved in
the governing rNOCﬁss the local level. Too oftén we Just remain
silent until that Is left to do IS criticize the act ons of our
representatives in Juneau. | a BPrecrate your tak mge the time to write
me on this Ivportant issue. —Your support™is very helpful as | work to
protect our priorities in Alaska.

| .hope that you will continue to kevrP me informed of issyes, that
are of importance to you as we proceed toward the conclusion of this
year's legislative session.

Sincerely

Paul Fischer
Senator

PF:ma |



POUHY STARGRIION

JNIAU. AAKAWBIL
W <65 HD
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY

M EMORANDUM April 18, 1987
S BECT: Persons required to report child abuse and

neglect (Work Order 5-1120A)
TQ Senator Paul Fischer
FROM: George Utermohlc*"*

Legislative Counsel

Enclosed is the draft bill requested by Ed Oberts of your
staff.

The draft bill amends the definition of "practitioner of the
healing arts"” in AS 47.17 by including occupational thera—
pists and occupational therapy assistants within the defini—
tion and by excluding religious healing practitioners from
the definition. The effect of the amendment 1is to include
occupational therapists and occupational therapy assistants
within the group of persons who are required to report child
abuse and neglect under AS 47.17.020 and to eliminate reli—
gious healing practitioners from that group.

In addition to AS 47.17.070(9), religious healing practi—
tioners are mentioned in AS 47.10.080(k), 47.10.085, and

AS 47.17.020(d).

AS 47.10.080(k) provides that a court shall take into con—
sideration the fact that a child was under the treatment by
spiritual means of an accredited religious practitioner when
the court determines that a child is a child in need of aid
under AS 47.10.010 - 47.10.142. The effect of

AS 47.10.080(k) 1is to require the court to consider the
First Amendment freedom of religion implications of
treatment by religious healing practitioners.

AS 47.10.085 allows the court to take into consideration the
fact that a child is being provided treatment by spiritual
means by an accredited religious practitioner, when the
court decides whether a child is a child in need of aid
based on the need for medical care. The effect of



Offered in the SENATE

TO: SB 281

Page 12, line 6:

Delete ", but not"”

Insert "and

AMEN

DMENT

5-1083Aa /
Utermohle

By Fischer

5/6/87
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