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- SB 252 “ "An Act relating to communications to a psychologist or
fi.%%ﬂ psychological associate by a client."” A
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SB 252 provides for exceptions to confidential communications between ff.uj!‘t
psychologists or psychological associates and their clients. The V.Y [ Mt/

; Department of Commerce and Economic Development supports both the need e 1TTirl
for confidential communication and the need for the exemptions
identified in this bill. The department would, however, recommend e ffr vre
amending Section 1(5) to_read: | -y..
L - i L:
; lif.(5) proceedings conducted by the board or the department
h where the disclosure of confidential communications is

necessary to defend against charges [BY THE CLIENT] that

the psychologist or psychological associate has violated

provisions of this chapter.

The word "department™ 1is included in order to clarify that
investigators of the department who act on behalf of the board can
subpoena records or discuss allegations. The second change which
takes out [BY THE CLIENT] is needed in order to exempt confidential
communication when someone other than the client has alleged a i
violation of the chapter. For example, one psychologist may report
another psychologist for misconduct.
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Jj:";In summary, the department would support this legislation if
“;;§ection 1(5) were clarified.

m m §Hn Smith, Commissioner
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