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IN THE SENATE

CS F O R  SENATE BILL NO. 232 ( )
*r»„ ,

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

, F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E SSI ON

A  BI LL

For an Act entitled: "An Act r e l a c i n g  to a science, n a t u r a l  resource, and

e n g i n e e r i n g  policy; and p r o v i d i n g  for an effective 

date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. FINDINGS A N D  PURPOSE. (a) The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that

(1) a contin u i n g  state effort is n e e d e d  to ensure the efficient 

acquisition, storage, retrieval, transfer, and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of current and 

r e s e a r c h - d e r i v e d  scientific and e n g i n e e r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  c o n c e r n i n g  the 

n a t u r a l  resources, environments, communities, and h u m a n  co nditions present 

in the state;

(2) there is no formal or gani z a t i o n  u n i t i n g  state, federal 

municipal, and u n i v e r s i t y  inform a t i o n  centers, libraries, and data systems;

(3) the state has made a c o n s i d e r a b l e  investmen t in the o p e r a­

tion of i n f o r m a t i o n  and data systems - through its f u nding of r e s ource  m a n­

agement and scientific enterprise, and the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the information 

r epres e n t s  an investment that the state should p r o tect by the inclus ion of 

the i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h i n  an a cce ssible system;

(A) it is incumbent on each r e c i p i e n t  of state funding, w h e t h e r  

an individual g r a n tee or the a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of a state program, to make 

i nform a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  for state purposes;

(5) the interage ncy Council on N o r t h e r n  R e s o urces Information 

M a n a g e m e n t  has as its objectiv e the e fficient m a n a g e m e n t  and sharing of 

scientific, n a tur al resource, and engine e r i n g  infor m a t i o n  and data;

(6) plans for the terminati on or cur ta i l m e n t  of information

- 1 - CSSB 232( )



centers, libraries, and data systems in g overnment  and at the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a  t h r e a t e n  s e r i o u s l y  the e n h a n c e m e n t  and growth of the e c o n o m y  of the 

state; the e f f i cient  i n t e r a g e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t  and sharing of scientific,

J
n a t u r a l  r. source, and e n g i n e e r i n g  information; the capacit; of state g o v­

ernment l o  use a c c u m u l a t e d  i n f o r m a t i o n  and to make t e c h n i c a l l y  coxrect 

d e c i sions i n v o l v i n g  science, n a t u r a l  resources, and engineering; and the 

ab i l i t y  of the p u b l i c  to secure n e c e s s a r y  information; and

(7) the c o l l e c t i v e  k n o w l e d g e  and i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  in li­

braries a nd i n f o r m a t i o n  centers in the state r e p r e s e n t  w e a l t h  to the state 

an d  p r o f o u n d l y  a ffe ct the w e l l - b e i n g  of the state and its residents.

(b) The l e g i s l a t u r e  intends that

(1) i n f o r m a t i o n  resourc es b e  e f f i c i e n t l y  and c o s t - e f fectively 

mar aged t h rough a p p r o p r i a t e  t e c h n o l o g i c a l  systems that unify, combine, or 

i n t e r c o n n e c t  the d i v erse scientific, n a t u r a l  resource, and engineering 

i n f o r m a t i o n  systems and libraries of the state;

(2) p o l i c i e s  a nd p r o c ess es for c o operacive m an agement, transfer, 

and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of i n f o r m a t i o n  be d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  federal, state, 

munici p a l ,  and u n i v e r s i t y  systems and libraries;
I

(3) an i n f o r m a t i o n  n e t w o r k  to p r ovide i n f o r m a t i o n  services to 

state, feJ^ral, m unic i p a l ,  and u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and the 

pu b l i c  a nd p r ivate sectors of the state be p r o mot ed and supported;

(4) a p p r o p r i a t e  roles w i t h i n  the inform a t i o n  n e t w o r k  est ab l i s h e d  

in *-his A c t  be d e s i g n a t e d  for state agencies and the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska.

* Sec. 2, AS 4 4 . 1 9.253 is a m ended to read:

Sec. 44.19.253. S T A T E M E N T  OF POLICY. It is the p o l i c y  of the 

state in AS 44.19.251 - 44.19.270 [AS 44.19.251 - 44.19.265,] to

r e c o g n i z e  the important  role that science, natural resources, [SCIEN­

TIFIC] and e n g i n e e r i n g  r e s e a r c h  and [SCIENCE] education p l a y  for the 

people of the state and the entire nation. The policy will make it 
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po s s i b l e  to

“ • ,
(1) find, develop, and m a n a g e  the n a t u r a l  r e n e w a b l e  and 

n o n r e n e w a b l e  resources of the state's land and w a t e r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and
J

in an enyiro n m e n t a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  fashion;

(2) m anage the u nique features of the envi ronment, fauna, 

and flora of the state a n d  p r otect them from h a r m f u l  m a n - m a d e  and 

n a t u r a l  influences;

(3) i nv estigate and m i t i g a t e  the effects of n a t u r a l  hazards 

such as earthquakes, v o l c a n i c  eruptions, avalanches, permafrost,  and 

other hazards that occur in the state;

(4) construct, operate, and m a i n t a i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s­

tems, communications, housing, and other facilities  s u i t e d  to the 

state's conditions;

(5) develop n e w  technologies a d a pted to the u n i q u e  c o n­

ditions and needs of the state;

(6) improve the h e a l t h  and w e l l  b e i n g  t h r o u g h  the life 

cycle of the state's inhabitants; and

(7) identify a n d  address future social a nd e c o n o m i c  chal-
(

lenges facing the state.

Sec. 3. AS 44.19.757(a) is a m ende d to read:

(a) The commis sion is composed of seven [FIVE] m e m b e r s  w h o  have 

e xper ience in science or e n g i n e e r i n g  activities r e l a t e d  to the duties 

of the commiss ion and w ho are appo inted by the g o v e r n o r  as follows:

(1) one m e m b e r  [IS TO BE] appointed from indiv i d u a l s  from 

the academic institutions of the state w i t h  e x p e r t i s e  in areas of 

resea r c h  relating to the state including the physical, biolog: .1, 

health, environmental, social, and behavioral sciences;

(2) one m e m b e r  [IS TO BE] appointed from i ndivi d u a l s  who 

are e n gaged in a ctivities f urthe ring the w e l f are of the h u m a n  and
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physical e n v ironment and w h o  have expe rtise in areas of research
U' ’ r » 

r e l ating to the state, i n c l u d i n g  the physical, biological, health,

environmental, social, and b e h a v i o r a l  sciences;
/
; (3) one m e m b e r  [IS T O  BE] appoi n t e d  from state departments

w i t h  r e s e a r c h  needs; [AND]

(4) one m e m b e r  [IS T O  BE] appoint ed from indiv iduals f a m i l­

iar w i t h  the state and r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of the needs and interests of

private industry;

(5) the individual w h o  serves as the senior science advisor

to the g o v erno r [IN THE G O V E R N O R ' S  OFFICE], who serves as c h a i r m a n  and

director of the comm is s i o n ^

(6) one m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  f^om the general public; and

(7) one m e m b e r  a p p o i n t e d  from individuals w i t h  experience 

in scientific, natural resource, and e ngin eering inform a t i o n  m a n a g e­

ment and p o l i c y .

* Sec. 4. AS 44.19.263 is a m e n d e d  to read:

Sec. 44.19.263. DUTIES O F  THE COMMISSION. The c o m m i s s i o n  shall

(1) [WITH THE S E N I O R  SCIENCE ADVISOR,] develop and recom-I
m e n d  an i nte grated state r e s e a r c h  policy;

(2) provide p o l i c y  information to the g o v e r n o r  a n d  the 

legislature on matters that h a v e  s c i e n t i f i c , natural resource, and 

e n g i n e e r i n g  significance;

(3) receive s c i e n t i f i c , natural resource, and eng ine e r i n g  

information from the academic and industrial communities;

(4) act in an a d v o c a c y  role for s c i e n t i f i c , n a tural r e­

source , and engineering issies and science education important to the 

state that might otherwise be overlooked;

(5) assist state agencies in assessing r e s earch needs and 

e s t ablishi ng priorities a mong them;
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(6) faci li t a t e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  state a g e ncies and the
v  m #| ^

Univer s i t y  of A la ska and o ther academic i n s t i t u t i o n s  and industry;

(7) r e c o m m e n d  m e t h o d s  to improve l o g i s t i c a l  p l a n n i n g  and
I

support for n e e d e d  state research;

(8) suggest m e t h o d s  for impro v i n g  e f f i c i e n t  sharing and 

d i s s emina tion of data and i n f o r m a t i o n  in the state a m o n g  interested 

public and p r i v a t e  institutions;

(9) p r omote science e d u c ation and t r a i n i n g  for yo ung s c i e n­

tists and e n g i ne ers to p u r s u e  careers in the state and the Arctic;

(10) coope r a t e  w i t h  the F e d eral A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  Commission 

and the I n t e r a g e n c y  A r c t i c  R e s e a r c h  P o l i c y  C o m m i t t e e  in the f o r m u l a­

tion of [THE] A r c t i c  r e s e a r c h  a n d  inform a t i o n  policy; and

(11) n o t  later than S e p t e m b e r  30 of each year, p r es ent to 

the governor the comm is s i o n ' s  r e c o m m e n d e d  r e s e a r c h  p r i o r i t i e s  of the 

state for the ne xt fiscal year.

* Sec. 5. AS 44.19.263 is a m e n d e d  b y  a ddi ng n e w  s u b s e c t i o n s  to read:

(b) The comm is s i o n  m a y

(1) receive m o n e y  f r o m  private and g o v e r n m e n t  sources;
f

(2) awa rd cont racts and grants to a c c o m p l i s h  the purposes 

of AS 44.19.251 - 44.19.265.

(c) The com mi s s i o n  shall conduct an annual p o l i c y  r e v i e w  of the 

programs of agencies of the state .-md the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l aska c o n­

cerned w i t h  the acquisition, management , transfer, circulation, and 

di s s eminat ion of scientific, n a t u r a l  resource, and e n g i n e e r i n g  i n f o r­

mation, data, or m a t e r i a l s  and m a y  dev elop and r e c o m m e n d  appropriate 

policies for organi z a t i o n s  i n v olved w i t h  such activities, including

(1) changes in the structure of an a gency r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

information services and m a n a g e m e n t  to increase efficiency, c o o r d i n a­

tion, or c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  agencies of the federal, state, and
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m u n i c i p a l  governments, and u n i v e r s i t i e s  conducting r e s e a r c h  on Alaskan 

or arctic subjects;

(2) means to ensure access to informa tion and data in the
t

fields o-f n a t u r a l  resources, science, and engineering;

(3) approp r i a t e  b u d g e t a r y  all ocations b y  o r g a n i z a t i o n  or

f u n c t i o n .

* Sec. 6. AS 44.19 is a m e n d e d  b y  adding a n e w  section to read:

Sec. 44.19.264. D E S I G N A T I O N  OF I N FORMATION C O L L E C T I O N  R E P O S I­

TORIES. (a) A  state agency m a y  j o i n  the C o uncil on Northern 

Resour ces I n f o r m a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  and p a r t i c i p a t e  in c o o p e r a t i v e  i n f o r­

mat i o n  and data m a n a g e m e n t  sharing and dissem i n a t i o n  programs.

(b) The c o m m i s s i o n  shall use the Council on N o r t h e r n  Resources 

Inform ation M a n a g e m e n t  as an a d v i s o r y  group for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

state policy on c ooperative i nt eragency information m a nagement, s h a r­

ing, and dissemination.

(c) The A l a s k a  state library and the R a s m u s o n  L i b r a r y  of -the 

Un i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a - F a i r b a n k s  m a y  b e  designat ed as p r i m a r y  library 

inform a t i o n  c o l l e c t i o n  r e p ositories and centers for scientific,
f

na t u r a l  resource, and engine e r i n g  knowledge.

(d) Each state a g en cy and each organi z a t i o n a l  unit of the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  shall m a i n t a i n  a listing and d e s c r i p t i o n  w i t h  the 

commis sion and w i t h  the Council on Nort hern R e s o u r c e s  Informat ion 

Ma n a g e m e n t  of the n a tura l resource, scientific, and e n g i n e e r i n g  data 

bases that the a g ency or unit has d e v e lop ed and is m a i n t a i n i n g .  The 

listing shall be r e vised  and submitted to the c o m m i s s i o n  and the 

council annually. P r o p r i e t a r y  data m a y  be protected u n d e r  law.

(e) The Arcti c Envir o n m e n t a l  Informat ion and Data C e nter of the 

Univer s i t y  of A l a s k a - A n c h o r a g e  shall p r ovide profes s i o n a l  i nfor mation 

acquisition activities, investigat ions and searches, or information
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c o n s u l t a t i o n  liaison and referral services, or inform a t i o n  d i s s e m i n a­

tion sdfvices, u n d e r  appropriate terms and conditions, to the c o m m i s­

sion, a ny a g e n c y  of the state or uni t of the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, or 

to the /public and to private i n d ustr y in the fields of n a tur al
I .

resource, s cientific  and e n g i n e e r i n g  research, m a n a g e m e n t  and 

d e v e l o p m e n t  knowledge. The center m a y  acquire and m a i n t a i n  current or 

h i s t o r i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  collections, data bases or referral systems, or 

direct o r i e s  to a c c o m p l i s h  these services and prepare, publish, and 

di s s e m i n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  books, reports, maps, films, and other m e d i a  

to m e e t  the needs of governments and the public and p r i vate sectors. 

The c enter m a y  also share facilities and offer support services to 

a p p r o p r i a t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  agencies or u n i v e r s i t y  units w h o s e  miss ions 

are e n h a n c e d  by, and are compatible with, the ope ration of the center. 

The center shall a d m i n i s t e r  the A l a s k a  State Climate Center e s t a b­

lished u n d e r  AS 14.A O . 085 in coo per a t i o n  w i t h  the regional  office of 

the N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  Service and the Natio n a l  Climatic Data Center 

u n d e r  c o o p e r a t i v e  agreements au thorized b y  law.

*  S e n  . 7 ^ ^ A S ^  4 4  . 1 9  i s  11 v ru U umui—< ^ x fa L o r i_ f~ n  r p a d - ___________

^  Sec. 44.19.264. APPROPRIATIONS. A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  for the

*^3 purposes of AS 44.19.251 - 44. 19.265 are not o n e - year a p p r o pri ations 

d do not lapse under

* Sec. 8. AS 44. 19.265 is amended to read:

Sec. 44.19.265. SHORT TITLE. AS 44.19.251 - 44.19.265 m a y  be 

cited as the A l a s k a  Science, Natural Resources, and E n g i n e e r i n g  

[RESEARCH] P o l i c y  Act.

* Sec. 9. N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  AS 44.19.259, the initial terms of m e mbers of 

the science and e n g i n e e r i n g  advisory commission appo inted un der AS 44.19.- 

257(a)(6) and (7), enacted b y  sec. 3 of this Act, are for three years.

* Sec. 10. This Act takes effect ir •'.ediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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O r i g i n a l  sponsors: Josephson , Faiks,
Uehling, et al.

IN THE S ENATE

CS F O R  SENATE B I L L  NO. 232 ( # 0 7 )

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S TATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

A  BI LL

F o r  an A c t  entitled: "An A c t  e s t a b l i s h i n g  a state a d v i s o r y  c o m m i t t e e  on

Alaska-U.S. A r c t i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  policy; and p r o v i d i n g  

for an e f f e c t i v e  date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. F I N DINGS A N D  PURPOSE. (a) The l e g i s l a t u r e  finds that

(1) a c o n t i n u i n g  state e f f o r t  is n e e d e d  to e n s ure the e f f i cient 

acquisi tion, storage, retrieval, transfer, a n d  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of c u rrent and 

r e s e a r c h - d e r i v e d  sci en t i f i c  and e n g i n e e r i n g  k n o w l e d g e  c o n c e r n i n g  the 

n a t u r a l  r e s o u r  es, environments, c o m munities,  and h u m a n  c onditions present 

in the state;

(2) there is n o  formal o r g a n i z a t i o n  u n i t i n g  state, federal 

m unicipal, and u n i v e r s i t y  i n f o r m a t i o n  centers, libraries, and data systems;

(3) the state has m a d e  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  inves.tment in the o p e r a­

tion of i n f o r m a t i o n  and data systems t h r o u g h  its f u n d i n g  of r e s o u r c e  m a n­

agement and s cientific  enterprise, and the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of the i n f o r m a t i o n  

represen ts an investme nt that the state s h o u l d  p r o t e c t  b y  the i n c l u s i o n  of 

the i n f o r m a t i o n  w i t h i n  an a c c e s s i b l e  system;

(A) it is incumbent on each r e c i p i e n t  of state funding, w h e t h e r  

an i ndivid ual grantee or the a d m i n i s t r a t o r  of a state program, to m a k e  

i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i lable for state purposes;

(5) the i n t e r a g e n c y  C o u n c i l  on N o r t h e r n  Reso u r c e s  I n f o r m a t i o n  

M a n a g e m e n t  has as its o b j e ct ive the e f f i c i e n t  m a n a g e m e n t  and s h aring of 

scientific, natural resource, and e n g i n e e r i n g  infor m a t i o n  and data;

(6) plans for the t e r m i n a t i o n  or c u r t a i l m e n t  of inform a t i o n
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centers, libraries, and data systems in g o v e r n m e n t  and at the U n i v e r s i t y  of 

A l a s k a  t h r e a t e n  s e r i o usly the e n h a n c e m e n t  and g rowt h of the economy of the 

state; the e f f i c i e n t  intera g e n c y  m a n a g e m e n t  and sharing of scientific, 

n a t u r a l  resource, a n d  e ngine e r i n g  information; the c a p acity of state g o v­

ernment to use a c c u m u l a t e d  i n format ion and to make t e chnica lly correct 

decisions i n v o l v i n g  science, n a tural resources, and engineering; and the 

a b i l i t y  of the publi c to secure n e c e s s a r y  information; and

(7) the c ollective k n o w l e d g e  and i nformati on available in l i­

braries and i n f o r m a t i o n  centers in the state  repr e s e n t  w e a l t h  to the state 

and p r o f o u n d l y  affect the w e l l - b e i n g  of the state and its residents.

(b) The l e g i s l a t u r e  intends that

(1) i nfo rmation r esources be e f f i c i e n t l y  and c o s t - e f f e c t i v e l y  

m a n a g e d  t h r o u g h  a p p r o p r i a t e  technolo gical systems that unify, combine, or 

inter c o n n e c t  the diverse scientific, n a t u r a l  resource, and e n ginee ring 

in f o r m a t i o n  systems and libraries of the state;

(2) p o l icies and processe s for c o o p e r a t i v e  management, transfer, 

and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of inform a t i o n  be d e v e l o p e d  b e t w e e n  federal, state, 

municipa l, and u n i v e r s i t y  systems and libraries;

(3) an inform a t i o n  n e t w o r k  to p r o v i d e  i n for mation services to 

state, federal, municipa l, and u n i v e r s i t y  r e s e a r c h  organizati ons and the 

public and p r i v a t e  sectors of the state be p r o m o t e d  and supported;

(4) a p p r o p r i a t e  roles w i t h i n  the i nform a t i o n  n e t w o r k  e s tabl ished 

in this A c t  be d e s i g n a t e d  for state agen cies and the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska.

* Sec. 2. AS 44.19 is a m ended by adding n e w  sections to read:

A R T I C L E  14B. STATE A D V I S O R Y  C O M M I T T E E  ON A L A S K A  - 

U.S. A R C T I C  I N F O R M A T I O N  POLICY.

Sec. 44.19.270. S T A T EMENT OF POLICY. It is the policy of the 

state in AS 44.19.270 - 44.19.290 to r e c o g n i z e  the important role that 

science, n a t ural resources, and e n g i n e e r i n g  res earch and educatio n 

CSSB 232( ) -2-



p l a y  for the people of the state and the entire nation. The policy 

w i l l  m a k e  it possible to

(1) find, develop, and m a n a g e  the n a t u r a l  r e n e w a b l e  and 

n o n r e n e w a b l e  resources of the state's land and w a t e r  e c o n o m i c a l l y  and 

in an e n v i r o n m e n t a l l y  a c c e p t a b l e  fashion;

(2) manage the u n i q u e  f e a tures of the environment, fauna, 

and flora of the state and p r o t e c t  t h e m  from  h a r m f u l  m a n - m a d e  and 

n a t u r a l  i n f l u e n c e s ;

(3) investigate and m i t i g a t e  the effects of n a tura l h a zards 

such as earthquakes, v o l c a n i c  eruptions, avalanches, permafrost , and 

other h a z a r d s  that occur in the state;

(4) construct, operate, an d m a i n t a i n  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s­

tems, communications, housing, and o t h e r  facilit ies suited to the 

state's conditions;

(5) develop n e w  t e chnolo gies adapted to the u n i q u e  c o n­

ditions and needs of the state;

(6) improve the h e a l t h  and w e l l  b e i n g  through the life
■

cycle of the state's inhabitants; and

(7) identify and address f utu re social and e c o nomic c h a l­

lenges f acing the state.

Sec. 44.19.275. E S T A B L I S H M E N T  OF T H E  ALASKA-U.S. A R C T I C  I N F O R M A­

TIO N  P O L I C Y  COMMITTEE. (a) The state a d v i s o r y  c o m m ittee on Alaska- 

U.S. A r c t i c  informatio n p o l i c y  is e s t a b l i s h e d  in the Office of the 

Governor.

(b) T he committee is composed of seven members.

(c) Five members shall be a p p o i n t e d  by the g o v er nor as follows:

(1) one m e m b e r  shall be a p p o i n t e d  fro m the faculty of the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska;

(2) three m e m b e r s  shall be a p p o in ted from the state
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m e m b e r s h i p  of the Council on N o r t h e r n  R e s o ur ces I n f o r m a t i o n  

M a n a g e m e n t ;

(3) one m e m b e r  shall be a p p o i n t e d  from the g e n era l public.

(d) The senior science advisor to the g o v e r n o r  and the d i r e c t o r

of libraries are m e m b e r s  of the comm ittee ex officio.

(e) The gover n o r  shall designate a p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  for the

committee.

(f) M e m b e r s  of the committee serve terms e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  

AS 39.05.060.

Sec. 44. 19.280. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE COMMITTEE. (a) The

c o m m i t t e e  m a y

(1) r e cei ve m o n e y  from p r i v a t e  and g o v e r n m e n t  sources; and

(2) a w a r d  contracts and grants to a c c o m p l i s h  the p u r p o s e s  

of AS 44. 19.270 - 44.19.290.

(b) The committee shall conduct an annual p o l i c y  r e v i e w  of the

progra ms of ag encies of the state and the U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  c o n­

cerned w i t h  the acquisition, manage ment, transfer, circulation, and 

d i s s e m i n a t i o n  of scientific, natural  resource, and e n g i n e e r i n g  i n f o r­

mation, data, or m a t e r i a l s  and m a y  develop and r e c o m m e n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  

policie s for o r g aniz ations involved w i t h  such activities, i n c l u d i n g

(1) changes in the structure of an a g e n c y  r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

i nformation  services and m a n a g e m e n t  to increase efficiency, c o o r d i n a­

tion, or c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  agencies of the federal, state, and m u n i c i­

pal governments, and u n ive rsities conduc t i n g  r e s e a r c h  on A l a s k a  or 

arctic subjects;

(2) means to ensure access to i nformatio n and data in the ‘ 

fields of natura l resources, science, and engineering;

(3) appropriat e budge t a r y  a llocatio ns by o r g a n i z a t i o n  or

f u n c t i o n .
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Sec. 44.19.285. D E S I G N A T I O N  OF M A N A G E M E N T  ROLES IN C O O P E R A T I V E  

I N F O R M A T I O N  A N D  D A T A  M A N A G E M E N T  F O R  A N  ALASKA-U. S. A R C T I C  I N F O R M A T I O N  

NETWORK. (a) A  state a g e n c y  m a y  j o i n  the Council on N o r t h e r n  R e­

sources I n f o r m a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  a nd p artic i p a t e  in coope r a t i v e  i n f o r­

m a t i o n  and data m a n a g e m e n t  s h aring and d i s s e m i n a t i o n  programs.

(b) The committee shall use the Council on N o r t h e r n  R e s o u r c e s  

I n f o r m a t i o n  M a n a g e m e n t  as an a d v i s o r y  group for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of 

state p o l i c y  on cooper a t i v e  i n t e r a g e n c y  inf orm a t i o n  management , s h a r­

ing, and dissemination.

(c) The A l a s k a  State L i b r a r y  a n d  the R a s m u s o n  L i b r a r y  o f  the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a - F a i r b a n k s  m a y  be desi gn a t e d  *as p r i m a r y  lib rary 

i n f o r m a t i o n  c o llection re posi t o r i e s  and centers for scientific, 

n a t u r a l  resource, and e n g i n e e r i n g  knowledge.

(d) Each state a g e n c y  and each o r g a n i z a t i o n a l  u n i t  of the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a  shall m a i n t a i n  a list ing and description w i t h  the 

c o m m i s s i o n  and w i t h  the Council  on N o r t h e r n  Resources I n f o r m a t i o n  

M a n a g e m e n t  of the n a t u r a l  resource, scientific, and e n g i n e e r i n g  data 

bases that the agency or unit has d e v e l o p e d  and is m a i ntainin g. The 

listing shall be revised and su bmitted to the committee and the c o u n­

cil annually. P r o p r i e t a r y  data m a y  be p r o t e c t e d  u n d e r  law.

(e) The Arctic E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  and Data C ent er of the 

U n i v e r s i t y  of A l a s k a - A n c h o r a g e  shall p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  

a c q u i s i t i o n  activities, i n v e s tigation s and searches, in for m a t i o n  

c o n s u l t a t i o n  liaison and r e f erral services, and i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s s e m i n a­

tion services, under a p p r o p r i a t e  terms and conditions, to the c o m m i t­

tee, any a genc y of the state or unit of the U n i v e r s i t y  of Alaska, or 

to the public and to private  industry in the fields of n a t u r a l  r e­

source, scientific and e n g i n e e r i n g  research, m a n a g e m e n t  and d e v e l o p­

ment knowledge. The center m a y  acquire and m a i n t a i n  current or
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h i s t o r i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  collectives, data b a s e s  or r e f err al systems, or 

d i r e c t o r i e s  to a c c o m p l i s h  these s e r v i c e s  and prepare, publish, and 

d i s s e m i n a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  books, reports, maps, films, and oth er me dia 

to m e e t  the n eeds of g o v e r n m e n t s  and the p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  sectors. 

The c e n t e r  m a y  also share f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  o f f e r  support services to 

a p p r o p r i a t e  g o v e r n m e n t a l  a g e n c i e s  or u n i v e r s i t y  units w h o s e  m i s sions 

are e n h a n c e d  by, and are c o m p a t i b l e  with, the o p e r a t i o n  of the center. 

The c e n t e r  shall a d m i n i s t e r  the A l a s k a  State Cli mate C e n t e r  e s t a b­

lished u n d e r  A S  1 A. A O . 085 in c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  the r e g i o n a l  o ffic e of 

the N a t i o n a l  W e a t h e r  Service a n d  the N a t i o n a l  C l i m a t i c  Dat a Center 

un d e r  c o o p e r a t i v e  agre ements a u t h o r i z e d  b y  law.

Sec. A A . 19.290. A P P R O P R I A T I O N S .  A p p r o p r i a t i o n s  m a d e  for the 

p u r p o s e s  of AS A A . 19.270 - A A . 19.290 are n o t  o n e - y e a r  a p p r opri ations 

and do n o t  l apse unde r AS 3 7 . 2 5 . 0 10.

* Sec. 3. T h i s  A c t  takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  u n d e r  AS 01.10.070(c).

CSSB 232( ) - 6 -



APR 2  3  1987

37 Glacier. #3 
Fairbanks, Ak Q97G1

April 21, 1987

Honorable Paul A, Fischer 
P.O. Box V
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Dear Senator Fischer,
After having reviewed Senate Bill No. 232, "An Act relating to a 
science, natural resource, and engineering policy...," with 
several of my colleagues in the Alaska Library Association, I 
feel that the bill presents a number of potential jurisdictional 
and governance problems that should be addressed by the entire 
community of custodians and deliverers of information before it 
is adopted. Additionally, I feel that the bill implies a 
funding commitment on the part of the state that may be difficult 
to justify and difficult to sustain, particularly when a number 
of existing information-related programs have been severely 
curtailed.
I urge you and members of the Senate HESS committee to proceed 
cautiously with this bill and, in particular, to solicit 
testimony about its potential impact from the Alaska State 
Library, from librarians and information deliverers associated 
with the- University of Alaska, and from other information 
custodians throughout the state.
Sincerely,

Michael L. Herman
Alaska Library Association
Governmental Relations Committee
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STATEMENT O F  B A R B A R A  SOKO LOV 
IN CONSID E R A T I O N  O F  SB 232 

BE F O R E  THE
ALASKA S ENATE C O M M ITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, AMD SOCIAL S ERVI C E S

A PRIL 29, 1987

Chairman Fischer, members of the Committee:

My  n a m e  is B a r b a r a  Sokolov. I am the s u p e r v i s o r  of the Info rmation 
Services D i v i s i o n  of the Arctic Enviro n m e n t a l  Information and Data 
Center (AEIDC).

With the e n a c t m e n t  of the federal A r c t i c  R e s earch &. Policy Act of 
1.984, W a s h i n g t o n  d i s c o v e r e d  the Arctic. This federal Aet c l o s e l y  
links research and the m a n a g e m e n t  of d a t a  and information. The 
p r e s i d e n t i a l l y  a ppoi n t e d  Arctic R e s e a r c h  C o m m i s s i o n  and the G o v e r n o r  
of A l a s k a  t o g e t h e r  identified t hree areas of p r i o r i t y  for federal- 
state cooperation, and the first of these p r i o r i t i e s  was the 
ma n a g e m e n t  of a r ctic data and information. The health of a rc tic 
peoples and the a r ct ic fisheries r e s o urces were the other two p r i o i t y  
areas for c o o p e r a t i v e  efforts.

I have just c o m p l e t e d  a year long effort, funded by the National 
Science Foundation, to d e v e l o p  a d e sign plan for a national arctic 
information network. The o b j e ctive of the a r ctic information n e t w o r k  
is to e nab le a user to as certain if i n form ation or d a t a  on a 
p a r t i c u l a r  a spect of the arctic exists, and if so h o w  and where to 
obtain it. Obviously, the State of A l a s k a  has a major stake in a 
nationa l a r ctic information network. This bill, with the ame ndm e n t s  
we offer, or in its original form, d e s i g n a t e s  an official Alaskan 
r e p r esentation to serve as a p a r t n e r  in the e s t a b l i s h m e n t  and 
go v e r n a n c e  of a national arctic information network.

The lynchpin of this n e t w o r k  is the linking of collectors of arctic 
information m o r e  d i r e c t l y  with t h e  users of information: the
decision-makers, developers, special interest groups and the g e ner al 
public. AEIDC has pr ovided this key referral s e r v i c e  to Alaskans for 
the past 15 years. This bill brings together, at a p o l i c y  level, the 
research ers or collectors  of informat ion and the managers of tha t 
information and data. It also p r o vides a s t a t u t o r y  basis for AE..DC to 
continue its w o r k  in h e lping to identify, c o ll ect and d i s s e m i n a t e  
technical i nforma tion and data.

Those o u tside A laska who are involved with t h e s e  federal a r ctic 
research interests and planning, are u n a b l e  to u nd erstand the c u r r e n t  
course of action in our State, With the p r o p o s e d  elimination of both 
the Health Scienc es L i b rary and AEIDC, A l a s k a  seems to be m o v i n g  in 
the o p p osite d i r e c t i o n  of the areas of federal concern in the Arctic. 
Senate Bill 232 corrects this impression by establ i s h i n g  a basis for 
Alaska's part in a national arctic information network. We should 
seise this o p p o r t u n i t y  to p r o v i d e  leadership and to c o o r d i n a t e  with 
federal efforts for the d e v e l o p m e n t  of such a n e t w o r k  that can so 
g r e a t l y  benefi t Alaska.

D e c i sions c o n c e r n i n g  the Arctic and the m a n a g e m e n t  of arctic: 
information are g o i n g  to be made in W a s h i n g t o n  in the comin g months.
If A laska  does n ot act positively, these d e c i s i o n s  of such vital 
concern to us will be made w i t h o u t  our p a r t i c i p a t i o n  and with scant 
attention to our interests.



STATEMENT OF 
DAVID M. HICKOK 

BEFORE
THE ALASKA STATE SENATE 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, AND SOCIAL SERVICES
IN CONSIDERATION OF SB232 

APRIL 29, 1987

Chairman Fischer, members of the Committee, my name is David Hickok. I 
am director of the University of Alaska's Arctic Environmental Information and 
Data Center, current president of the Alaska Academy of Engineering and 
Sciences and past chairman of the Alaska Council on bcience and Technology. I 
have been involved with science policy—particularly arctic science policy 
since 1964 when I began working with Bob Bartlett on his ideas that U.S. 
arctic policy should equate with U.S. Antarctic interests. For 21 years 
I carried this dream forward, virtually alone. In 1968 in my capacity with 
the Federal Field Committee for Development Planning in Alaska (the post 1964 
earthquake reconstruction group), I helped place on President Johnson's desk a 
United State's policy for arctic interests. The president was ill in the 
later days of his office and did not sign this policy. In 1981 U.S. arctic 
policy interests were resurrected in a white paper authored by me and four 
colleagues entitled U.S. Arctic Science Policy.

This paper was the foundation of legislation sponsored by Senators 
Murkowski, Stevens, and Jackson—which I also helped prepare and which 
ultimately became law as the U.S. Arctic Research and Policy Act.

During the Hammond administration I helped establish the Alaska Council 
on Science and Technology. In all of these involvements, I have been driven 
by three primary objectives:
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First, that the national interest in the arctic deserved greater 
attention.

Second, that the state of Alaska needed to assert its state interests 
aggressively in order to counterbalance federal dominance.

Third, that engineering and science knowledge needed to be directly 
applied to the practical matters of natural resource development, better 
communities, improved transportation, etc.—that science and technology should 
serve the needs and aspirations of society.

Perhaps this concept came from years of earlier experience as a farmer, 
researcher, logger, engineer, and builder.

It is, nevertheless, from this background that I speak to you today.
My essential message to you is:
(1) that federal law links U.S. arctic science policy and programs to

foundations of policies and programs in knowledge transfer for the societal
objectives of both the nation and the state;

(2) that former Governor Sheffield and U.S. Arctic Research Commission
Chairman James Zumberge expressed jointly in their letter of January 31, 1986,
that their first science policy priority was the formulation of an 
Alaska/Arctic information network—they requested action to that end;

(3) that the Alaska science policy statute, unlike federal law, is 
currently silent on this essential linkage of science and information policy 
and that this omission in the original statute should be corrected; and

(4) that the opportunity exists, here and now, to pass nut SB 232 and to 
demonstrate Alaska's commitment to U.S. arctic policy interests through 
partnerships between science and information networking.
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- awareness of the importance of natural resource, scientific, and 

engineering information to the state;
- that this information and knowledge equates with wealth; it is worth 

money, both domestically and as an exportable commodity;
- that the Alaska Science and Engineering Advisory Commission can and 

should be strengthened by linkage between science and information 
policies and more direct concern with the interreaction between 
natural resource and science and engineering policy matters;

- that the existing informal considerations of the interagency 
(federal, state, municipal, university, and private) Council on 
Northern Resources Information Management (CONRIM) could be greatly 
strengthened by direct state recognition and relationship;

- that the state's relationship to the U.S. Arctic Research Commission 
and the U.S. Interagency Arctic Research Policy Committee would be 
strengthened by the CONRIM connection since CONRIM is envisioned 
within the National Arctic Information Network Plan as the 
interagency mechanism, supported equally by federal and state policy 
input, which will execute information transfer programs; and

- that the planning process for the implementation of a national 
arctic information network will be expedited greatly by the 
designation of information policy and management roles within state 
agencies and the university.

With the linkage of science and information policy vested in the Alaska 
Science and Engineering Advisory Commission, as proposed by SB 232, the stage 
is set for the execution of the partnership between the state and the federal 
government for an Alaska/arctic information network. Without action by 
Alaska, I fear that the federal agencies will proceed unilaterally in their
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advocacy of a five-year arctic research plan before the Congress this summer 
including the establishment and operation of a national arctic information 
network. This would indeed be a sad and unnecessary happening and would not 
bode well for Alaska's interests.

So much for background and reasons. My colleague Barbara Sokolov will 
tell you a bit more aout the National Arctic Information Network, and I will 
go step by step through SB 232 commenting upon specific proposed changes.
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CSSB 232 ( ) O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h i s  b i l l ,  "The A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  
I n f o r m a t i o n  and D a ta  C e n t e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
A la s k a -A n c h o r a g e  s h a l l  p r o v i d e  p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n f o rm a t i o n  
a c q u i s i t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s ,  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and s e a r c h e s ,  
i n f o r m a t i o n  con s  i l t a t i o n  l i a i s o n  and r e f e r r a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and 
i n f o r m a t i o n  d i s s e m i n a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ,  . . .  may a c q u i r e  and 
m a i n t a i n  c u r r e n t  o r  h i s t o r i c  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o l l e c t i o n s ,  d a t a  
b a s e s  o r  r e f e r r a l  s y s tem s  o r  d i r e c t o r i e s  t o  a c c om p l i s h  t h e s e  
s e r v i c e s  and p r e p a r e ,  p u b l i s h ,  and d i s s e m in a t e  a p p r o p r i a t e  
b o o k s ,  r e p o r t s ,  maps, f i l m s ,  and o t h e r  med ia  t o  meet th e  
n eed s  o f  g ov e rnm en t s  and th e  p u b l i c  and p r i v a t e  s e c t o r s . "
I t  i s  a ssumed , t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  w ou ld  b e  no s t a f f i n g  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  made on t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  o t h e r  th an  
t h e  ex  o f f i c i o  membersh ip  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  s e n i o r  s c i e n c e  
a d v i s o r ,  and t h a t  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a c q u i s i t i o n ,  
m a in t e n a n c e  and r e p o r t i n g  f u n c t i o n s  d e s c r i b e d  i n  t h i s  b i l l  
w ou ld  b e  b o r n e  b y  t h e  A r c t i c  E n v i r o n m e n t a l  I n f o r m a t i o n  and 
D a t a  C e n t e r  o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a -A n c h o r a g e  (AEIDC) ..
The b i l l  s t a t e s  t h a t  th e  Commit tee  i s  " e s t a b l i s h e d  i n  th e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r , "  t h a t  members " s h a l l  be a p p o i n t e d  b y  
t h e  G o v e r n o r , "  t h a t  t h e  " s e n i o r  s c i e n c e  a d v i s o r  t o  t h e  
g o v e r n o r "  i s  an ex o f f i c i o  member o f  t h e  c om m i t t e e ,  and t h a t  
t h e  G o v e r n o r  s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a p r e s i d i n g  o f f i c e r  f o r  t h e  
C om m i t t e e .  I t  a l s o  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  members o f  t h e  Commit tee  
b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t r a v e l  and p e r  d iem ,  and t h a t  t h e  com m i t t e e  
may " ( 1 )  r e c e i v e  money f r om  p r i v a t e  and g ove rnmen t  s o u r c e s ;  
and ( 2 )  award  c o n t r a c t s  and g r a n t s  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  th e  
p u r p o s e s  o f  AS 4 4 . 1 9 . 2 7 0  -  4 4 . 1 9 . 2 9 0 . "
A n a l y s i s  assumes no e x t r a o r d i n a r y  f i s c a l  impac t  t o  t h e  
O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  a p p o in tm en t  o f  
t h e  membersh ip  o r  t h e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e n i o r  s c i e n c e  
a d v i s o r .  R e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  payment o f  t r a v e l  and p e r  d iem 
f o r  Commit tee  members i s  u n c l e a r  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t i o n ;  
h ow eve r ,  s i n c e  r e s e a r c h  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  f u n c t i o n s  a p p e a r  
t o  b e  h oused  w i t h  th e  AEIDC, i t  i s  assumed t h a t  t r a v e l  and 
p e r  d iem  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  work o f  t h e  Commit tee 
w ou ld  a l s o  b e  b o r n e  by  t h e  AEIDC.
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