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BACKGROUND A N D  D IS C U S S IO N

B i l l  Summary: SB 203 r e s t r i c t s  b o r ro w in g  f o r  f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  p rog ram s t o
a t :  ondance i n  A la s k a ,  u n le s s  th e  p rog ram  i s  u n a v a i la b le  i n - s t a t e .

B o r ro w in g  P a t t e r n : I n  1986 -87 , 432 A la s k a n s  b o r ro w e d  f o r  f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g
p ro g ra m s ,  a c c o u n t in g  f o r  j u s t  o v e r  $ 2 .0  m i l l i o n .  The d i s t r i b u t i o n  
f o r  FY87 was:

_________A la ska___________ O u t - o f - S t a t e ________________ T o t a l______
_________________ . ,  . . No.__________ %_________No_._________ %_________No._____________ %_
Number o f  Loans 295 6 8 .3  137  •• 3 1 .7  432 1 0 0 .0
Amount o f  Loans i l , 4 5 7 ,900 7 0 .0  $ 62 4 ,2 00  3 0 .0  $ 2 ,0 8 2 ,1 0 0  1 0 0 .0

Is s u t .  :

1 .  I f  s tu d e n u s  a re  r e s t r i c t e d  t o  i n - s t a c e  t r a i n i n g ,  can th e  
i n - s t a t e  s c h o o ls  accommodate t h e i r  needs?

R esponse. Yes, as  lo n g  as t h e r e  i s  t h e  o p t io n  f o r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  
a t te n d a n c e  f o r  th o s e  p rog ram s u n a v a i la b le  i n  A la s k a .

2 . How does th e  c o s t  o f  f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  compare i n - s t a t e  w i th  
o u t - o f - s t a t e ?

Response. I n  F a l l ,  1986 th e  Commission c o n d u c te d  a s tu d y  o f  
v o c a t io n a l  t r a i n i n g  c o s ts  i n - s t a t e  compared t o  o u t - o f - s t a t e .
The f i n d i n g s  r e v e a le d  t h a t  f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  expenses were  
co m pa rab le  b o th  i n - s t a t e  and o u t - o f - s t a t e .

3 . Can a s tu d e n t  o b t a in  r a t i n g  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  more r a p i d l y  
o u t - o f - s t a t e ?

Response. G e n e r a l ly ,  yes . Two f a c t o r s  e n t e r  i n t o  t h i s .  —F i r s t ,  
s tu d e n t s  who a t t e n d  o u t - o f - s t a t e  te n d  t o  d e d ic a te  more f u l l - t i m e  
a t t e n t i o n  t o  c o m p le t in g  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g  a s  q u i c k l y  as p o s s i b l e .
T h is  saves  room and b o a rd  expenses . And, second , A la s k a  w e a th e r  
i s  u n p r e d ic t a b le  d u r i n g  many weeks and  a c t u a l l y  n o t  s u i t e d  f o r  
f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  a fe w  weeks. Some s t a t e s  have a more  
s t a b le  c l im a t e  o r  one w h ich  i s  b e t t e r  f o r  f l y i n g  many days i n  
s u c c e s s io n .

4. I s  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  f l i g h t  t r a i n i n g  any  b e t t e r  i n  A la s k a  o r  
o u t - o f - s t a t e ?

Response. There i s  l i t t l e  e v id e n c e  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  f l i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  i s  s u p e r io r  i n  e i t h e r  g e n e r a l i z e d  ca se .  Some p e rso n s  
a rg u e  t h a t  an i n d i v i d u a l  t r a i n i n g  i n  A la s k a  i s  b e t t e r  a b le  to  
h a n d le  A la sk a  f l y i n g  c o n d i t i o n s ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  a s u b j e c t i v e  
ju d g e m e n t.



F is c a l  Im p a c t : A f i s c a l  n o te  i s  a t t a c h e d .  The im p a c t  i s  e s t im a te d  a t
z e r o ,  b u t  i t  i s  p o s s ib le  t h a t  some p e rs o n s  w is h in g  t o  o b t a in  f l i g h t  
t r a i n i n g  o u t - o f - s t a t e  c o u ld  e l e c t  t o  fo r e g o  t r a i n i n g  a l t o g e t h e r .  I f  
s o ,  t h e r e  c o u ld  be some p rog ram  s a v in g s .




