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March 9, 1987

The Honorable Jan Faiks
President of the Senate
Alaska State Legislature
P.0. Box V

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Faiks:

Under the authority of art. 111, sec. 18, of the Alaska Con—
stitution, 1 am transmitting a bill that combines the Review
Board on Alcoholism (nine members) with the Advisory Board
on Drug Abuse (12 members) 1into the new Advisory Board on
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse (12 members). In 1980, the legis—
lature changed the name of the Office of Alcoholism to add
"Drug Abuse™ (AS 47.37.020); however, a corresponding change
was not made in the law relating to that office"s authority
to combat drug abuse, and the two boards were not corre—
spondingly merged. This bill corrects those defects.

The combined board would save money for travel, per dienm,
and staff support, and would afford those interested in both
alcoholism and drug abuse (as is typically the case) better
access to the state health planning process. It is antic—
ipated that this bill will promote cooperation among inter—
ested organizations and agencies around the state and will
make 1t possible for communities working on both alcoholism
and drug abuse to work with only one board. Combined alco—
holism and drug abuse grants offer the opportunity for bet—
ter coordination of programs and thus more efficient man-—
agement. Currently, grantees soliciting funds for both al-—
cohol and drug abuse are required to submit two grant ap—
plications. Under this proposed change, only one combined
application would be required. This would reduce paperwork
and inconvenience to grantees applying for both types of
funding.

In addition, many of the clients of our alcohol programs
have problems with both drug and alcohol abuse. A combined
resource would provide a more consistent approach to address
these problems.

The language being added to AS 44 .29 .100, 1in sec. 1 of the
bill, is simply taken from AS 47. 37 .060, which 1is being



Hon. Jan Faiks Page 2

repealed in sec. 22. The amendment of AS 44.29. 110, 1in sec.

2 of the bill, conforms the language to AS 47.37.070, which

is also being repealed in sec. 22. The new AS 44.29.115, in
sec. 3, is taken from AS 47.37.080 (being repealed 1iIn sec.

22) and consolidated with the substance of the language be—
ing deleted from AS 44.29.110.

The revised AS 44.29.120 combines the substance of the old
AS 44.29.120 with that of AS 47.37.090 (being repealed in
sec. 22) , using the four-year-term prevision of the latter.

The remaining AS 44.29 amendments (secs. 4 - 7 and 22)
merely make changes to implement the consolidation 1in the
statutes. The AS 47.37 amendments, also aimed at implement—
ing this consolidation, refer in some places to "preven-—
tion." The current authority to deal with prevention 1is
implicit, such as in AS 47.37.120"s reference to "research
on and education concerning” alcoholism. The phrase
"treatment and prevention,” used in this bill, 1is a more
succinct statement of the activities. Section 22 of the

bill repeals AS 44.29.150, a provision that largely dupli—
cates and is partially inconsistent with AS 47.37.020 on the
coordinator; the other provisions being repealed are those-
in AS 47.37 dealing with the board, which the amendments 1in

AS 44,29 make unnecessary.

No substantive change is intended by the amendments and re—
pealers in this bill. The 1980 enactment, changing the name
of the office that works with both boards, implied the of—
fice"s responsibility for the subjects dealt with by those
boards. In completing the consolidation of functions, this
bill merely makes express what the law clearly 1implies and
what happens in practice.

The July 1, 1987 effective date coincides with the beginning
of the next fiscal year and with the effective date of some
1986 amendments of AS 47.37

Governor
\



STATE OF ALASKA 198 ISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date: -

REQUEST wT/6 FISCAL DETAIL
BIll/RESOIUEION N 0. oo Agency  Affected: -pebtr Q f Heal th & Socials
Tide :..Merging Advisory Boards on BRU: Alcoholism and tlrun flhuse

Alcoholism and Drug Abuse

Sponsor: Governor pnmpnn.nn!. Administration
Requestorr™y Seguest

Date ofRequest: 12/29/86

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES : (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 86 FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL (3.U) (6.0 6.2 (6.3)  (6.4),

CONTRACTUAL -
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS. CLAIMS

. MISCELLANEOQUS

TOTAL OPERATING (3.0) (6.0) (6.2) (6.3) (6.4)

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING :__ (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND (3.0) (6.0) (6.2) (6.3) (6.4)
FEDERAL FUNDS
OTHER

(3.0) (6.u) lb.2)  yqyi " 6\4)”

TOTAL

POSITIONS

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS

Presently,
each meet twice a year. Merging these Boards,
save approximately $3,000. per meeting in travel, per diem, meeting room, staffing,

and communications costs. al/

the Review Board on Alcoholism and the Advisory Board on Drug Abuse
resulting in fewer members, would
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