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March 9, 1987

The H o n o r a b l e  Jan Faiks 
P r e s i d e n t  of the Senate 
A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Faiks:

U n d e r  the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the A l a s k a  C o n­
s t i t u t i o n ,  I am transmitting a bi ll t h a t  combines the Review 
B o a r d  on A l c o h o l i s m  (nine members) w i t h  the A d v i s o r y  Board 
on D r u g  Abu se (12 members) into t h e  n e w  A d v i s o r y  Board on 
A l c o h o l i s m  and D r u g  A b u s e  (12 m e m b e r s ) .  In 1980, the l e g i s­
l a t u r e  c h anged the name of the O f f i c e  of A l c o h o l i s m  to add 
" D r u g  A b u s e "  (AS 47.37.020); however, a c o r r e s p o n d i n g  change 
was n o t  ma de in the law relating t o  t h a t  office's authority 
to c o m b a t  drug abuse, and the two b o a r d s  were not c o r r e­
s p o n d i n g l y  merged. This bill c o r r e c t s  those defects.

The c o m b i n e d  b o a r d  w o u l d  save m o n e y  for travel, per diem, 
and s t a f f  support, and would afford t h o s e  interested in both 
a l c o h o l i s m  and drug abuse (as is t y p i c a l l y  the case) better 
a c c e s s  to the state health planning process. It is a n t i c­
i p a t e d  that this bill w i l l  promote c o o p e r a t i o n  am ong i n t e r­
est e d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  and agencies a r o u n d  the state and will 
make i t  possible for communities w o r k i n g  on both a lcohol ism 
and d r u g  abuse to w o r k  with only o n e  board. C o m b i n e d  a l c o­
h o l i s m  and drug abuse grants offer t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  for b e t­
ter c o o r d i n a t i o n  o f  programs and t h u s  m o r e  e f f i cient m a n­
a g e m e n t .  Currently, grantees s o l i c i t i n g  funds for b o t h  al­
coho l  a n d  drug abuse are required t o  submit two g r a n t  ap­
pl i c a t i o n s .  Under this proposed c h a n g e ,  only one combined 
a p p l i c a t i o n  w o u l d  be required. T h i s  w o u l d  reduce pa perwork 
and i n c o n v e n i e n c e  to grantees a p p l y i n g  for both types of 
f u n d i n g .

In a d d i t i o n ,  m a n y  of the clients o f  our alcohol programs 
have p r o b l e m s  w i t h  both drug and a l c o h o l  abuse. A  combined 
r e s o u r c e  would provide a more c o n s i s t e n t  approach to address 
these probl ems.

The l a n g u a g e  being added to AS 44 . 29 . 100, in sec. 1 of the 
bill, is simply taken from AS 47. 3 7  .060, w h i c h  is being
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r e p e a l e d  in sec. 22. The amendment of AS 44.29. 110, in sec. 
2 o f  the bill, conforms the l a n g u a g e  to AS 47.37.070, which 
is a l s o  being repealed in sec. 22. The new AS 44.29.115, in 
sec. 3, is taken from AS 47.37.080 (being repe aled in sec. 
22) and consol i d a t e d  w i t h  the s u b s t a n c e  of the language b e­
i n g  d e l eted from AS 44.29.110.

T h e  revised AS 44.29.120 combines the substance of the old 
A S  44.29.120 with that of AS 47. 3 7.09 0 (being r e p ealed  in 
sec. 22) , using the four-year-term pr evi s i o n  of the latter. 
T h e  remai ning AS 44.29 amendments (secs. 4 —  7 and 22)
m e r e l y  ma ke changes to implement the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  in the 
s t a t u t e s .  The AS 47.37 amendments, a l s o  aimed at i m p l e m e n t­
i n g  this consolidation, refer in some places to "preven­
ti o n . "  T he current authority to deal with p r e v e n t i o n  is 
i m p l icit, such as in AS 47.37.1 2 0 ' s  reference to "research 
o n  and education concerning" alco holism. The phrase 
" t r e a t m e n t  and prevention," used i n  this bill, is a more 
s u c c i n c t  statement of the activities. Sect ion 22 of the 
b i l l  repeals AS 44.29.150, a p r o v i s i o n  that largely d u p l i­
c a t e s  and is p a r t ially inconsistent w i t h  AS 47.37.020 on the 
c o o r d i n a t o r ;  the other provisions b e i n g  repealed are those- 
in A S  47.37 dealing w i t h  the board, w h i c h  the a mendments  in 
AS 44,2 9 m a k e  unnecessary.

No s u b s t a n t i v e  change is intended b y  the amendments and r e­
p e a l e r s  in this bill. The 1980 e n a c t m e n t ,  changin g the name 
of t h e  office that works with b o t h  boards, implied the o f­
f i c e ' s  r e s p o nsibi lity for the s u b j e c t s  dealt w i t h  b y  those 
b o a r d s .  In completing the c o n s o l i d a t i o n  of functions, this 
b i l l  m e r e l y  makes express what the law c l early  implies and 
w h a t  happ ens in practice.

The J u l y  1, 1987 effective date c o i n c i d e s  w i t h  the b e g i nn ing 
of t h e  next fiscal y e a r  and with t h e  effective date of some 
1986 a mendments of AS 47.37

G o v e r n o r
\



STATE OF ALASKA 1986 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date: -

R E Q U E S T  v- T / 6  F IS C A L  D E T A IL  __________________
Bill/Resolution N o .: ......................................................  Agency Affected: -DeDt^_Q_f__Heal th & S o c i a l  Services
Tide :..Merging Advisory Boards on B R U :  Alcoholism and tlrun flhuse
Alcoholism and Drug Abuse______________ ____________________________________________

Sponsor: Governor “  p n m pnn.nn!. Administration
Requestor r ^ y  S e g u e s t  ____________________________________
Date of Request: 12/ 29/86____________________ __________________________________________________

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S  : (Thousands o f  D o lla rs )
OPERATING FY  86 FY  87 FY 88 FY  89 FY  90 FY  91

PERSONAL SERVICES 
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL - 
SUPPLIES 
EQUIPMENT 
LAND &  STRUCTURES 
GRANTS. CLAIMS 

. MISCELLANEOUS

( 3 .U ) ( 6 . 0 6 . 2 ( 6 . 3 ) ( . 6 .4 ) .

TOTAL OPERATING ( 3 . 0 ) ( 6 . 0 ) ( 6 . 2 ) ( 6 . 3 ) ( 6 . 4 )

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FU N D IN G  :____(Thousands o f  D o lla rs )
GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

( 3 . 0 ) ( 6 . 0 ) ( 6 . 2 ) ( 6 . 3 ) ( 6 . 4 )

( 3 . 0 ) ( 6 . u ) l b .  2 ) . J i J i ____ '  6 \ 4 ) "
P O S IT IO N S  :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A LY S IS  :
Presently, the Review Board on Alcoholism and the Advisory Board on Drug Abuse 

each meet twice a year. Merging these Boards, resulting in fewer members, would 

save approximately $3,000. per meeting in travel, per diem, meeting room, staffing, 
and communications costs. a /  '

Matthew C. Felix d i ™ , . .  586-6201Prepared b y : 
D iv is ion : . Office of Alcoholism and Drug Abuse

Phone 
D ate : . 1/5/87

Approved by Commissioner: Myra M. Munson. 
Agency: Department of Health and

Distribution (by Agency preparing fiscal no te ): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office o f Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies) p a g e . of 10/25/85
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