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F e b r u a r y  25, 1988

S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r ,  C h a i r m a n  
S e n a t e  H e a l t h , E d u c a t i o n  a n d  

S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  F i s c h e r :

T h e  H E S S  C o m m i t t e e  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  H B  282, r e l a t i n g  t o  s m o k e  
d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  p a s s e d  t h e  H o u s e  y e s t e r d a y ,  36-1. The 
b i l l  w a s  r e a d  a c r o s s  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  t h i s  m o r n i n g  a n d  r e f e r r e d  
t o  t h e  S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  
C o m m i t t e e .

C u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s ,  A.S. 1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5 ,  r e q u i r e  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  in 
a p a r t m e n t s ,  c o n d o s ,  h o t e l s  a n d  l o d g i n g  h o u s e s .  T h e y  are 
a l s o  r e q u i r e d  in s i n g l e  a n d  m u l t i  f a m i l y  h o m e s  b u i l t  or 
p u r c h a s e d  a f t e r  1 9 7 5 .

C S H B  2 8 2 (HESS) r e q u i r e s  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  of 
s m o k e  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  in all homes, r e g a r d l e s s  of  w h e n  
t h e y  w e r e  c o n s t r u c t e d  o r  sold.

S e c t i o n s  3 a n d  4 d e l i n e a t e  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  of the 
l a n d l o r d  a n d  t e n a n t  for i n s t a l l a t i o n  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  a n d  is 
c r o s s  r e f e r e n c e d  w i t h  t h e  L a n d l o r d  T e n a n t  Act.

A l a s k a  l e a d s  t h e  n a t i o n  in f i r e  deat h s .  In 1986, 27 A l a s­
k a n s  d i e d  in f i r e s  in h o m e s  t h a t  d i d  n o t  h a v e  p r o p e r l y  
i n s t a l l e d  a n d  m a i n t a i n e d  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .  N o  f i r e  d e a t h s  
h a v e  o c c u r r e d  in A l a s k a  w h e r e  o p e r a t i n g  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  
p r e s e n t .  I n  49 . 7  p e r c e n t  o f  all r e s i d e n t i a l  f i r e s  in 
A l a s k a ,  n o  o p e r a t i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  p r e s e n t .

T h e  l e g i s l a t i o n  is s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  F i r e  C h i e f ' s  
A s s o c i a t i o n ,  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  F i r e f i g h t e r s  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  the 
I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C o n f e r e n c e  of  B u i l d i n g  O f f i c i a l s ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d  t h e  A l a s k a

S E C T I O N A L  A N A L Y S I S



S e n a t o r  P a u l  F i s c h e r  P a g e  T w o  F e b r u a r y  24, 1988
Re: H B  282

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  Safety. C o p i e s  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n s  a n d  
p o s i t i o n  p a p e r s  a r e  e n c l o s e d .

T h e r e  is n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  to  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t ;  a c o p y  o f  t h e  
f i s c a l  n o t e s  a r e  a l s o  e n c l o s e d .  T h e  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  to
A l a s k a n s  is m i n i m a l ;  t h e  a v e r a g e  c o s t  o f  a b a t t e r y  o p e r a t e d  
s m o k e  d e t e c t o r  is $15.00.

T h e r e  h a s  b e e n  q u e s t i o n  of e n f o r c e m e n t .  C u r r e n t  st a t u t e ,  
A.S. 1 8 . 7 0 . 1 0 0 ,  p r o v i d e s  for e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  e x i s t i n g  s m o k e  
d e t e c t i o n  l a w s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h o s e  r e g u l a t i o n s  are 
e n f o r c e d  b y  t h e  l o c a l  f i r e  c h i e f s  w i t h i n  t h e i r  o w n  j u r i s d i c­
tions.

T h e  i n t e n t  is n o t  t o  p u t  p e o p l e  in  j a i l  o r  l e v y  f i n e s  f o r  
n o t  h a v i n g  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s .  T h e  i n t e n t  is to  r e d u c e  t h e  
t r e m e n d o u s  a n d  t r a g i c  l o s s  o f  l i f e  b y  f i r e  in A l a s k a .

Y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  f o r  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  b y  t h e  
S e n a t e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  w i l l  
b e  v e r y  m u c h  a p p r e c i a t e d .

R e s p e c t f u l l y ,

E n c l o s u r e s



SENATE AMENDMENT
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(TURN IN ORIGINAL AMENDMENT TO SENATE SECRETARY'S OFFICE. 
THE AMENDMENT WILL BE NUMBERED, COPIED AND DISTRIBUTED.)



REQUEST:  FISCAL NOTE_______
Revision Date:___________ 5/12/87__________ a  pwicv Affected: H ea lth  & S o c ia l S e rv ices
Title: An A c t  r e la t in g  to  smoke f iR n . S ta te  H ea lth  S e rv ic e s

d e te c t io n  d e v ic e s .
Sponsor: Hudson e t a l .  • fcNS U e r t i t ic a t io n  and
Requestor:      L icen s ing_________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  * ' BILL VERSION C?H?
1988 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S I O N  p u b l i s h d a t e - ________________

E X P E N D IT U R E S /R E V E N U E S : (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING Ft 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLALMS
MISCELLANEOUS

•

TOTAL OPERATING -0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

CAPITAL

REVENUE

F U N D IN G : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL “Q~ . .  - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - -U- ■ -1 -

P O S IT IO N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

A N A L Y S IS  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

The enactment of CSHB 282 (SA) would have no d i rec t  f i sca l  impact on the 
Department o f  Health and Social Services.

Prepared by: Elizabeth Ward, Director „» ■ 465-3090
Division : Public Health  £ _ ___________ Date : ___________________

(lQApproved by Commissioner: / Y t    Date : 8 %_______
Agency. Department o t  HeaflJth h S o c ia l S e rv ic es

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budcet ^ ^
Impacted Agency(it PJ8e -----------  of —

F I S C A L  N O T E S



R E Q U E S T : ____________________

STATE OF ALASKA
19SS LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL VERSION: CSHB 282 (HESS) 
PUBLISH DATE : HOUSE 2 / 1 9 /8 8

FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date:_______________________________  Aoency * # ^ 4 . P u b lic  S
T ide : An a c t  r e l a t i n g  to  smoke d e t e c t i on r r t ; -  m re P r e v e n t i o n

. P u b l i c  S a f e t y

d e v i c e s
Sponsor: Miirtean r driipnhprg, lllmpr
Requestor Hou se -HESS ___________________________

Components

EXP EN D ITUR ES/R EVENU ES : (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND* STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE

FUND ING : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL Q 0 0 0 0

P O S IT IO N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0

AN ALYS IS  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

No f i s c a l  impact .

Prepared by: Gordon E .  Brunton
m . • Civ'o Dv'ouontirtn 'Division: F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n

Approved by Commissioner 
Agency: . P u b l i c  S a f p f y

Distribution (by preparer): 
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted A gency(ies)

465-4331Phone ____________
Dan- • 1 /1 2 /8 8

Date

page of
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DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
D IV IS IO N  O F  FIRE P R EVEN T IO N

REPLY TO

□ PO BOY
JU N E A U
PO BOY n

JU N E A U  A L A S K A  998*1.1200 
PH O NE  -90 ' 465-4331

□ 5700 EAST TUDOR ROAD 
A N C H O R A G E  ALA SK A  995071225 
P H O N E  ;9C7i 269-5604

□ 1979 PEG ER  ROAD 
FA IP B AN K S  A LA S K A  95709 
P h O N E  (907,456-4002

M a r c h  2, 1988

The H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  H u d s o n  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. B o x  V 
J u n e a u ,  A K  99811

Re: S m o k e  D e t e c t o r s ;
E n f o r c e m e n t  o f  HB 282

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H u d s o n :

The n e e d  for s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  in e v e r y  d w e l l i n g  u n i t  has b e e n  
w e l l  d o c u m e n t e d  as a m e a n s  o f  s a v i n g  l i v e s  a n d  r e d u c i n g  the 
t r a u m a t i c  i m p a c t  o f  b u r n  i n j u r i e s .  A l a s k a  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  a 
d i s p r o p o r t i o n a t e l y  h i g h  n u m b e r  o f  fire v i c t i m s  in the r u r a l  
c o m m u n i t i e s  of  o u r  state. W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  if e v e r y  h o m e  h a d  
a s m o k e  d e t e c t o r ,  as r e q u i r e d  b y  HB 282, the n u m b e r  o f  l i v e s  
lo s t  to fi r e  e v e r y  y e a r  c o u l d  be g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d ,  e s p e c i a l l y  
in r u r a l  areas.

U n d e r  AS  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 5 0  a n d  AS  1 8 . 7 0 . 0 8 0 ,  h o w e v e r ,  the D e p a r t m e n t  
of  P u b l i c  S a f e t y ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  F i r e  P r e v e n t i o n ,  d o e s  n o t  h a v e  
a u t h o r i t y  to e n t e r  p r i v a t e  d w e l l i n g  u n i t s  to i n s p e c t  them. 
T he o n l y  w a y  for t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  to e n f o r c e  the r e q u i r e m e n t s  
of HB 282 w o u l d  b e  a f t e r  a fire o c c u r s .  If i n v e s t i g a t i o n  
a f t e r  a fi r e  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  the r e q u i r e d  s m o k e  d e t e c t o r s  w e r e  
m i s s i n g  o r  i n o p e r a t i v e ,  the o w n e r  w o u l d  be s u b j e c t  to the 
p e n a l t i e s  o f  A S  1 8 . 7 0 . 1 0 0 .

If a d i f f e r e n t  e n f o r c e m e n t  s c h e m e  is d e s i r e d  b y  the 
l e g i s l a t o r s ,  t h e n  s p e c i f i c  a u t h o r i t y  to e n t e r  a n d  i n s p e c t  
r e s i d e n t i a l  d w e l l i n g s  o f  le s s  t h a n  fo u r  u n i t s  to e n f o r c e  
1 8 . 7 0 . 0 9 5  m u s t  b e  g r a n t e d .

S i n c e r e l y

S y l v e s t e r  (Sam) N e a l  
p<-'4-n F i r e  M a r s h a l

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R S



International Conference of Building Officials
Alaska Southeast Chapter

JANUARY 13, 1382

LEGISLATIVE POSITION FAPER IN  3UFFCRT CF 

C3HS 2 3 2  AND 33 2 3 =

AN ACT RELATING TO SMOKE DETECTION DEVICES

Our membership recommends adoption  o f  these  two b i l l s  which are amendments 
.to  the e x is t in g  s ta tu te  p e r ta in in g  to  smoke d e te c to r s . The cu rren t law is  
vacue in  d e f in in g  con d itio n s  under whicn smoke d e te c to rs  are requ ired .

Smoke d e te c to rs  are in expens ive  and save l i v e s .  They o f f e r  the best 
a v a i la b le  s t r a te g y  in  A laska  fo r  reducing  the lo ss  o f l i f e  and p roperty  from
f i r e .  Our S ta te  leads the Nation  in  these lo sses  per ca p ita  year a f t e r  ye a r .

Sec tion  2 .  o f  the proposal c le a r ly  s e ts  fo r th  smoke d e te c to r  maintenance 
r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  fo r  land lo rds  and ten an ts  in  r e n ta l s i tu a t io n s .

In  a d d it io n  to  the S ta te  F ir e  M a r s h a ll 's  o f f i c e ,  AS 13.70.090 a llow s  lo  *1 
f i r e  c h ie fs  to  en force these  p ro v is io n s  w ith in  th e ir  ju r is d ic t io n s ,  l ’r.'. 
m u n ic ip a lit ie s  o f  Juneau and Anchorage c u r r e n t ly  requ ire  d e te c to rs  in  a l l  
d w e llin g  u n its .

These ac ts  would have n e g l ig ib le  f in a n c ia l  im pact on both ru ra l and urban
res id en ts  o f  A la sk a . There is  no f i s c a l  note to  the  S ta te  a ssoc ia ted  w ith
im plem entation o f  these amendments.

F res id en t

P O B o x  2 1 1 4  11 A u k e  B a y ,  A K .  9 9 8 2 1




