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5-2104A

BY THE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND
1 IN THE SENATE SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

2 SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 34

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  S e n a t e  S p e c i a l  C o m m it t e e

6 o n  S c h o o l  P e r f o r m a n c e .

7 BE I T  RESOLVED BY THE SENATE:

8 WHEREAS e x p e n d i t u r e s  f o r  p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  h i g h e r  o n  a

9 p e r  c a p i t a  b a s i s  t h a n  i n  a n y  o t h e r  s t a t e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n ;  and

10 WHEREAS, d e s p i t e  t h i s  l e v e l  o f  e x p e n d i t u r e s ,  s t a n d a r d i z e d  a c h i e v e m e n t

11 t e s t s  show 60 t o  80 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  s t u d e n t s  i n  many o f  o u r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s

12 t o  b e  p e r f o r m i n g  b e l o w  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a v e r a g e  i n  r e a d i n g ,  l a n g u a g e  a r t s ,

13 m a t h e m a t i c s ,  a n d  o t h e r  b a s i c  s k i l l  a r e a s ;  a n d

14 WHEREAS t h e s e  lo w  l e v e l s  o f  a c h i e v e m e n t  a r e  l a r g e l y  f o u n d  i n  d i s t r i c t s

15 h a v i n g  l o w - i n c o m e  f a m i l i e s ,  b i l i n g u a l  p u p i l s ,  a n d  e n v i r o n m e n t s  c u l t u r a l l y

16 d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  o f  m o s t  A l a s k a n s ;  a n d

17 WHEREAS d e s p i t e  t h e  v a r i e d  e f f o r t s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  a nd

18 t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  E d u c a t i o n ,  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  l e v e l s  i n  t h e s e  b a s i c  s k i l l

19 a r e a s  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e s e  d i s t r i c t s  h a v e  shown l i t t l e  c h a n g e  i n  r e c e n t  y e a r s ;

20 and

21 WHEREAS t h e  S e n a t e  b e l i e v e s  t h e  s t u d e n t  t e s t  r e s u l t s  a r e  i n d i c a t o r s

22 n o t  o n l y  o f  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  b u t  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  a s  w e l l ;  a n d

23 WHEREAS e f f e c t i v e  s c h o o l  p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be

24 d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  j o i n e d  e f f o r t s  o f  s t u d e n t s ,  p a r e n t s ,  t e a c h e r s ,  and

25 a d m i n i s t r a t o r s ;  and

26 WHEREAS t h e  S e n a t e  i s  d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  o v e r  w h a t  a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e

27 i n a d e q u a t e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  y o u t h  f o r  e m p l o y m e n t ,  t r a i n -

28 i n g ,  o r  f u r t h e r  e d u c a t i o n ;

29 BE IT  RESOLVED b y  t h e  S e n a t e  t h a t  a  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  S c h o o l
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1 P e r f o r m a n c e  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f i v e  m em ber s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  a p -

2 p o i n t e d  by t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  who s h a l l  d e s i g n a t e  a  member  t o

3 c h a i r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ;  a n d  b e  i t

4 FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  i d e n t i f y  s t e p s  b e i n g  t a k e n

5 b y  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t s  w i t h  low s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  b a s i c  s k i l l  a r e a s  t o

6 i m p r o v e  t h a t  p e r f o r m a n c e  and  recommend a c t i o n s  t h a t  may b e  t a k e n  b y  t h e

7 l e g i s l a t u r e  t o  i m p r o v e  s t u d e n t  p e r f o r m a n c e  i n  t h o s e  d i s t r i c t s ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e

8 c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l  r e p o r t  i t s  f i n d i n g s  a n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e

9 o n  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e

10 L e g i s l a t u r e ;  an d  b e  i t

11 FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  i s  a u t h o r i z e d  t o  m e e t  d u r i n g  t h e

12 S e c o n d  R e g u l a r  S e s s i o n  o f  t h e  F i f t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  and  d u r i n g

13 t h e  i n t e r i m ,  a nd  i s  t e r m i n a t e d  on  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  F i r s t  R e g u l a r  S e s -

14 s i o n  o f  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .
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S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

D a te  o f  5-DAY NOTICE
IN ACCORDANCE WITH UNIFORM RULE 23

**FISCAL NOTE(S) ATTACHED **
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 2 4 .0 8 .0 3 5  
( s e e  b e lo w )

FIRST COMMITTEE OF REFERRAL

FURTHER:

4/8/88 
Mr. P r e s i d e n t :

-HESS..

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE 

C om m ittee  c o n s i d e r e d  SR 34

E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  S e n a t e  S p c i a l  C om m ittee  on S c h o o l  P e r fo r m a n c e

and  recom m ended:

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h CS

1 a t t a c h e & ^amendment ( s ) an d  

d o / p a s s  

] do n o t  p a s s  

] no r e c o m m e n d a t io n  

] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t io n s  

] f u r t h e r  r e f e r r a l  t o ________

[]  same t i t l e  
[ j new t i t l e

] l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t  a d o p te d  an d  a t t a c h e d

** C om m ittee  [^T a t t a c h e d  o r  [ ] a d o p te d  f i s c a l  n o t e ( s )  
[ L ^ z e r o  [ ] f i s c a l  im p a c t

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

■‘X:

( W < T ^ s )  ̂ e / o o r - h

Chairman signature ana recommendation
[ ] Committee Backup Attached ____




