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R E Q U E S T :_________________________

STATE OF ALASKA1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION BELL VERSION:

PUBLISH DATE:

SR 23

F I S C A L  N O T E

Revision Date: 
T ide :

F e t o . a r y . 1 8 ,  1988 Agency Affecied: D O T / P F
R e q u e s t  h i g h w a y  s p e e d  l i m i t  R£TI/ m & O / D & C  - Ce

b e  r a i s e d  to 65 m p h

Sponsor:___Cnghil]— S J o nes T_____
Requestor: Sen a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

B R U : M & O / D & C  - C e n t r a l  & N o r t h e r n
_______________R e g i o n s _________________

Components: __________________________________

EXPEN D ITURES /REV EN U ES : (Thousands o f  Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL OPERATING 0 0 0 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUND ING : (Thousands o f  Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

0 0 0 0 0 0

P O S IT IO N S :
FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS  : (Attach a separate page i f  necessary)

Prepared by:   L   , " jT — - —   Phone : _ 5 . 6 5 ~4 9 5 8 -------------
Division: S e n a t o r  R i c k  Halford, C o - c h a i r m a n  n ,„. F e b r u a r y  18.. 1988

Sen a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

Approved by Commissioner: ____________________________________  Date:_____________________
Agency:
Distribution (by preparer) :

Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and B udget
Impacted Agency(ies) page— — of



I n t r o d u c e d :  4 / 2 2 / 8 7
Referred: T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

5 - 1 1 2 4 A

1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  C O G H I L L  A N D  J O N E S

2 S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 23

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e q u e s t i n g  tha t  the h i g h w a y  s p e e d  limit

6 be r a i s e d  to 65 m i l e s  p e r  hour.

7 BE IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  SENATE:

8 W H E R E A S  t he C o n g r e s s  has d e t e r m i n e d  t hat f e d e r a l  h i g h w a y  f u nds w i l l

9 not be w i t h h e l d  from s t a t e s  that r a ise the m a x i m u m  s p e e d  l i mit o n  s t a t e

10 h i g h w a y s  from 55 to 65 m i l e s  p e r  hour; and

11 W H E R E A S  t he e x i s t i n g  55 m i l e s  p e r  h o u r  s t ate s p e e d  limit is n o t  b e i n g

12 o b e y e d  by  a m a j o r i t y  of  h i g h w a y  d r i v e r s ;  a n d

13 W H E R E A S  i n c r e a s i n g  t he s p e e d  limit w i l l  r e s u l t  i n  f a s t e r  local and

14 long d i s t a n c e  t r u c k i n g  service; and

15 W H E R E A S  t he r e d u c e d  cost of  g a s o l i n e  a n d  d i e s e l  f u e l  m a k e s  it m o r e

16 e c o n o m i c a l  to a l l o w  a h i g h e r  m a x i m u m  s p e e d  o n  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s ;

17 BE IT R E S O L V E D  by  the S e n a t e  that the G o v e r n o r  is r e s p e c t f u l l y

18 r e q u e s t e d  to d i r e c t  the D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s

19 to i m m e d i a t e l y  raise the m a x i m u m  s p e e d  limit f rom 55 to 65 m i l e s  p e r  h o u r

20 on t h ose p o r t i o n s  of state h i g h w a y s  t hat m a y  be s a f e l y  t r a v e l e d  at the

21 i n c r e a s e d  speed.

SR0023a -1- S R  23



1 /iq/flH F I S C A L  N O T EREQUEST: 1/19/88________________________

STATE OF ALASKA BILL VERSION: SR 231988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION PUBLISH D A T E : ______

Revision Date: 1 .19/88_____________
Title: Raise Highway Speed Lim it 

to 65 MPH 
Sponsor: U ogh ill 6 Jones 
Requestor._______ Rut-ES__________

Agency Affected: DQT5PF______
BRU :nS0/DSC - Centra l and

Northern Renion______
Components : ___________________

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

0 1 0 M  .. 0 0 0 _ 035 n n 0 n n65 .0 0 0 0 0
0 50.0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 n 0 0
0 0 0 n n 00 J) 0 n n n
0 n n n n n

TOTAL OPERATING 250.0 0 0 0 0
CAPITAL 0 0 0 0 0 0

REVENUE 0 0 0 0 0 0
FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

0 250.0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 n n
0 0 Cl 0 n 00 250.0 0 . JL 0 JL

POSITIONS:
FULLTIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

0 0 0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0 0 n
0 1 5 0 n . Q ...... 0

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
See Attached /  —

Prepared by A  BYuce Pfeitarr___________________________________
Division : Lngiiieering § Operations ̂ Standards_________
Approved by Commissioner: / w w  /<r - r  ___________________
Agency: Department o f  T ranspo rta tion4  Pub lic F a c i l i t i e s .
Distribution (by preparer) :  

Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)
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Engineering Study (D&C) $ 16.0 $ 25.0
Check Design Speeds 
Radar Studies 
Ball-Bank Curves 
No-Pass Zone

Install 65 M P H  Speed Signs (M&O) $ 39.0 $ 58.0

Install N e w  Curve Warning Signs (M&O) $ 8.0 $ 15.0

Relocate Existing Curve Signs (M&O) $ 4.0 $ 7.0

Stripe No-Pass Zones (M&O) $ 33.0 $ 45.0

T O T A L S  $100.0 $150.0

R E G I O N S

C E N T R A L  N O R T H E R N

I N T E R S T A T E  MILES (1091) 378 713

Page 2 of _2



BILL n o : 

t i t l e :

D e p t . o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  &  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s

POSITION PAPER
Senate Resolution 23

Requesting That T h e  Speed Limit Be 
Raised T o  65 M P H

A P P R O V E D :  M a r k  S. H i c k e y  
C o m m i s s i o n e r  

DATE: January 20, 1988

T he Department supports an increased highway speed limit up to 65 M P H  on 
roads that can be safely traveled at the higher speed. T h e  1987 Surface 
Transportation Act allows the speed limit to be raised on rural interstate 
highways. T h e  Department has requested that Alaska's designated routes be 
eligible after appropriate engineering safety studies, but the final ruling is 
still pending.

From an engineering standpoint m a n y  of our highways were not designed to a 
65 M P H  standard. Thus, it is not conceivable to immediately post all rural 
"Interstate" highways to 65 M P H  if eligible. The Department will have to 
initiate a process of identifying those roadway segments that m a y  reasonably 
support a higher speed limit without unreasonable risk to the traveling public, 
and must make appropriate changes to signing, marking, and perhaps 
guardrail placement.

A  recent development will greatly assist us in accomplishing our objective to 
raise the speed limits on main routes where safe and justified. T h e  
recently-enacted federal omnibus appropriations bill established a demonstration 
program allowing experimental raising of speeds u p  to 65 M P H  on certain 
non-interstate rural highways, with Alaska's designated interstates specifically 
included. T h e  program was available to the first 20 states to apply, and the 
Department established Alaska's inclusion in the program b y  reposting a 
suitable section of the Parks Highway south of Nenana to 60 MP H .  Other 
sections m a y  be reposted after appropriate safety analysis. The eight mile 
test section was chosen because it did not require changes except to the speed 
limit signs, and it was constructed to design standards appropriate for the 
higher speeds.

Other candidate sections m a y  need revision of no-passing zones and relocation 
of warning signs to accommodate higher speeds. In addition, follow-up 
monitoring and analysis will be required.

For further information call Susan Fleischhauer at 465-3900
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  1 9 8 7  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  
F I S C A L  N O T E

Bill Version: ^R  ^3_______

Revision D ate :______________________________
Title: Raise Highway Speed Limit
t o  65 M P H ____________________
Sponsor: Coghill & Jones
Requestor:, Jones

Publish D ate:

DOT&PFAgency Affected: _______________________
Br u : M&O/D&C - Central and
Northern Regions

Components:.

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Dollars)
OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

1 0 0 .0
3 5 .0
6 5 .05 0 .0

TOTAL OPERATING 2 5 0 .0

CAPITAL -0-

REVENUE -0-

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OIIIER 
TOTAL

2 5 0 .0
- 0 -
- n -250 . U

POSITIONS:
FULL-TIME
PART-TIMETEMPORARY

- 0 -
- o -

15
ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary) 

See Attached

Prepared by: B ru ce  F r e i t a g  
Division: E n g in e e r in g  and
Approved by Commissioner: Agency: DOT&PF j L - V - k  v -li
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REGIONS

INTERSTATE MILES (1091)

Engineering Study (D&C)
Check Design Speeds
Radar Studies
Ball-Bank Curves 
No-Pass Zone

Install 65 MPH Speed Signs (M&O)

Install New Curve Warning Signs (M&O)

Relocate Existing Curve Signs (M&O)

Stripe No-Pass Zones (M&O)

TOTALS

CENTRAL 

378 

$ 16.0

$ 39.0 

$ 8.0 

$ 4.0

$ 33.0 

$100.0

NORTHERN 

713 

$ 25.0

$ 58.0 

$ 15.0 

$ 7.0

$ 45.0 

$150.0

Page 2 of 2



D e p t ,  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  &  P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s

POSITION PAPER
BILL NO: Senate Resolution 23
TITLE! Requesting That the Speed Lim it 

be Raised to 65 MPH

APPROVED: H a rk  S i H ic k e y  C om m iss ione r DATE: May 5 j 1987

T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  s u p p o r t s  a n  i n c r e a s e d  h ig h w a y  s p e e d  u p  t o  65 m ph  on  r o a d s  t h a t  
can  b e  s a f e l y  t r a v e l e d  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  s p e e d .  T h e  new  F e d e r a l  H ig h w a y  B i l l  a l low s  
th e  s p e e d  l im it  t o  b e  r a i s e d  on  r u r a l  i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y s .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  h a s
t h r o u g h  t h e  F e d e r a l  H ig h w ay  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  l o o k e d  in t o  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r
A la s k a ' s  d e s i g n a t e d  r o u t e s .  We p r e s e n t l y  a r e  w a i t in g  f o r  a r e s p o n s e .

F rom  an  e n g i n e e r i n g  s t a n d p o i n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n y  o f  o u r  h ig h w a y s  w e re  n o t
d e s ig n e d  t o  a 65 mph h o u r  s t a n d a r d .  T h u s ,  i t  is n o t  c o n c e iv a b le  to  im m ed ia te ly
p o s t  a l l  r u r a l  h i g h w a y s  to  65 m p h .  T h e  d e p a r tm e n t  w i l l  h a v e  to  i n i t i a t e  a p r o c e s s  
o f  i d e n t i f y i n g  t h o s e  r o a d w a y  s e g m e n t s  t h a t  m a y  r e a s o n a b l y  s u p p o r t  a h i g h e r  
s p e e d  l im i t  w i t h o u t  u n r e a s o n a b le  r i s k  to  t h e  t r a v e l i n g  p u b l i c .  T h e  s t a t e  b e a r s  
th e  l i a b i l i t y  o f  p r o v i d i n g  a s a f e  t r a v e l i n g  e n v i r o n m e n t .

I t  w i l l  b e  m a n d a t o r y  t h a t  a l l  s e g m e n t s  o f  h ig h w a y  to  b e  p o s t e d  t o  a h i g h e r  s p e e d  
lim it b e  r e s t r i p p e d  a n d  s i g n e d .  Z on e s  t h a t  a r e  s a f e  f o r  p a s s i n g  a t  55 m ph  a r e  
n o t  a l l  s a f e  f o r  h i g h e r  s p e e d s .  S i g n s  t h a t  c a n  be r e a d  w h i le  d r i v i n g  55 m ay 
r e q u i r e  r e lo c a t i o n  a n d  s i z i n g .  A d d i t i o n a l  w a r n i n g  a n d  a d v i s o r y  s i g n s  w i l l  h a v e  to  
be  i n s t a l l e d  to  i n f o rm  th e  d r i v e r  o f  f e a t u r e s  d e f i c i e n t  a t  h i g h e r  s p e e d s .

For further information call Susan Fl ei schhauer at 465-3900



BaxV
Juneau, Alaska 99811 
(907)4654797

S e n a t o r  Hlolfit (S lack) (Eagfytll
jAlaatm J&ate ^legislature

Box 55028
North Pole, Alaska 99705 
(907)4884)862

TO

DATE:  FEBRUARY 1 7 ,  1 9 8 8

R E : SR 2 3 ,  " R a i s i n g  t h e

FROM:  SENATOR J ACK COGHI LL

SENATE FI NANCE COMMITTE

s p e  ph

TTE

II

T h e  1 9 8 7  F e d e r a l  S u r f a c e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  A c t  a l l o w s  t h e  s p e e d  
l i m i t  t o  b e  i n c r e a s e d  on  s u i t a b l e  r u r a l  i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y s .

On D e c .  3 1 ,  1 9 8 7 ,  t h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  p o s t e d  
a s u i t a b l e  8 m i l e  s e c t i o n  o f  t h e  P a r k s  H i g h w a y ,  n e a r  N e n a n a ,  
t o  60  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r .  T h i s  h i g h w a y  s e c t i o n  m e e t s  a l l  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  a 6 5  t o  7 0  m i l e  p e r  h o u r  s p e e d  l i m i t .

T h e  A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s u p p o r t s  a n  i n c r e a s e d  
h i g h w a y  s p e e d  l i m i t ,  u p  t o  65  m i l e s  p e r  h o u r ,  o n  r o a d s  t h a t  c a n  
b e  s a f e l y  t r a v e l e d  a t  t h e  h i g h e r  s p e e d .

I b e l i e v e  t h a t  SR 2 3  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  s e n d  a c l e a r  m e s s a g e  t o  t h e  
G o v e r n o r  a n d  DOT t h a t  t h e y  d o  e v e r y t h i n g  p o s s i b l e  t o  i n c r e a s e  
s p e e d  l i m i t s  u p  t o  6 5  mph on  t h o s e  a p p l i c a b l e  s t a t e  h i g h w a y s .

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  SR 2 3  w i l l  b e n e f i t  t r a v e l  a n d  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  
in Alaska.
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