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•BY - H E N S L E Y , R O D E Y , -B I N K L E Y ,  CTURGULEWCICI}—  
'Z H A R O F F ;— D U N C A N '; FI3C11ER, U E H L I N O ,

1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  B E N N E T T — J O S E P H S O N  A N D  C L I A G O N

2 S E N A T E  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 19

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 E s t a b l i s h i n g  a S e n a t e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e

6 on  S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n .

7 BE  IT R E S O L V E D  B Y  THE SENATE:

8 W H E R E A S  an e s t i m a t e d  2 9 , 0 0 0  p e r s o n s  c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e  i n  the U n i t e d

9 S t ates in 1984; and

10 W H E R E A S  in 1983 a n d  1984 t h ere w e r e  195 l e g a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  s u i c i d e s  in

11 A l a s k a ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  the s u i c i d e  rat e  in the s t a t e  is 50 p e r c e n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  th e

13 n a t i o n a l  rate; and

14 W H E R E A S  the s u i cide r ate a m o n g  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  is f o u r  times t h e  na-

15 t i o n a l  rate; and

16 W H E R E A S  the s u i c i d e  r ate a m o n g  A l a s k a n s  a g e d  15 to 24 is m o r e  t h a n

17 three times the n a t i o n a l  rate for that age group; a nd

18 W H E R E A S  the s u i c i d e  rate a m o n g  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  m e n  a g e d  15 to 24 is m o r e

19 than 14 t i m e s  the n a t i o n a l  rat e  f o r  that age group; and

20 W H E R E A S  s u i c i d e  is the s e c o n d  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  of d e a t h  a m o n g  p e r s o n s

21 aged 15 to 24 in the U n i t e d  States;

22 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by the S e n a t e  that a S e n a t e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n

23 S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  is e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t i n g  of five m e m b e r s  of the S e n a t e

24 a p p o i n t e d  by  the P r e s i d e n t  of the Senate, one of w h o m  s h a l l  be  n a m e d  b y  t h e

25 p r e s i d e n t  to c h a i r  the committee; a n d  be it ' .

26 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m i t t e e  s h all >study  tne p r o b l e m  of s u i c i d e

27 in the state, e s p e c i a l l y  a m o n g  A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  a nd a m o n g  y o u n g  p e r s o n s  and-^

28 shall r e port its f i n dings a nd m a k e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  to the Senate; a n d

29 be it

SR0019a - 1 - SR 19
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1 F U R T H E R  R E S O L V E D  that the c o m m i t t e e  m a y  m e e t  d u r i n g  and b e t w e e n

2 s e s s i o n s  o f  the l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a nd s h a l l  t e r m i n a t e  u p o n  t he c o n v e n i n g  of  t he

3 F i rst S e s s i o n  of the S i x t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

SR 19 -2- SR0019a



B Y ; Senator Hens!ey

AMENDMENT TO SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 19

Page 1, Line 26

.. Delete [study]
In se rt  investigate

Page 1, Line 27

a f te r  "persons,"

Insert  "and sha ll review programs which have shown success in the 
prevention treatment of s u ic id e ," '

Page 1, L ine 28

Delete [may]
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O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s H e n s l e y ,  Rodey,  
B i n k l e y ,  e t  a l .

IN THE SENATE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE RESOLUTION NO. 19 ( F i n a n c e )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE -  FIRST SESSION

E s t a b l i s h i n g  a  S e n a t e  S p e c i a l  Com m it tee  

on  S u i c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n .

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE SENATE:

WHEREAS a n  e s t i m a t e d  2 9 ,0 0 0  p e r s o n s  c o m m i t t e d  s u i c i d e  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  i n  1984; and

WHEREAS i n  1983 a n d  1984 t h e r e  w e r e  195 l e g a l l y  d e t e r m i n e d  s u i c i d e s  i n  

A l a s k a ;  an d

WHEREAS t h e  s u i c i d e  r a t e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i s  50 p e r c e n t  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h e  

n a t i o n a l  r a t e ;  and

WHEREAS t h e  s u i c i d e  r a t e  among A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  i s  f o u r  t i m e s  t h e  n a ­

t i o n a l  r a t e ;  an d

WHEREAS t h e  s u i c i d e  r a t e  among A l a s k a n s  a g e d  15 t o  24 i s  more  t h a n

t h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r a t e  f o r  t h a t  a g e  g r o u p ;  and

WHEREAS t h e  s u i c i d e  r a t e  among A l a s k a  N a t i v e  men a g e d  15 t o  24 i s  more

t h a n  14 t i m e s  t h e  n a t i o n a l  r a t e  f o r  t h a t  a g e  g r o u p ;  and

WHEREAS s u i c i d e  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  among p e r s o n s  

a g e d  15 t o  24 i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;

BE IT  RESOLVED by t h e  S e n a t e  t h a t  a S e n a t e  S p e c i a l  Com m it tee  on S u i ­

c i d e  P r e v e n t i o n  i s  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  f i v e  members o f  t h e  S e n a t e  

a p p o i n t e d  b y  t h e  P r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e ,  one  o f  whom s h a l l  b e  named b y  t h e  

p r e s i d e n t  t o  c h a i r  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ;  and  b e  i t

FURTHER RESOLVED t h a t  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  s h a l l

(1 )  i n v e s t i g a t e  t h e  p r o b le m  o f  s u i c i d e  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  

among A l a s k a  N a t i v e s  and  among young  p e r s o n s ;

(2 )  r e v i e w  p r o g ra m s  t h a t  h a v e  shown s u c c e s s  i n  t h e  p r e v e n t i o n

- 1 -  CSSR 1 9 ( F in )



(3) report its findings and m a k e  recommendations to the Senate;

and be it

F U R TH ER  RESOLVED that the committee m a y  me et  during a nd bet w ee n ses­

sions of the legislature, and shall terminate upo n the convening of the 

First Session of the Sixteenth Al aska State Legislature.

and treatment of suicide;

CSSR 19(Fin) - 2 -
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