


1/19/88 

Mr. President:

Finance

SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT

■.! -

FURTHER

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE

> §* ? " 1
» ■

*5

I

.r

* / ( / ( *

Committee considered SCR 34

establishment of a commission on Al as ka n- So v ie t relations

and recommended
y

[ ] replace with ___
[ ] or adopt ________

CS
CS"

[ ] attached amendment(s) and 

[ y ( do pass 

[ ] do not pass 

[ ] no recommendation 

[ ] individual recommendations 

[ ] further referral to _______

[ ] letter of intent adopted _________________________

Committee [ •/(attached or [ ] adopted fiscal note(s) 
[*/j new [ ] updated or. [ ] previous

[ ] zero _ [ 14 fiscal impact

_) [ ] same title 
,) [ ] new title

. ■ tm.■
■ V v if :> 

. .

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

' '' ' '

■f.iiV * ! .

[ ] Committee Backup attached

-i.
Chairman signature and recommendation

cZ.



pnimCT FISCAL NOTE
REQUEST:_______________________________________________________ ______________

Revision Date:_________________________________ Aoenrv • O f f i c e  o f  t h e  G o v e rn o r
Title: R e la t i n g  t o  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  b r h : E x e c u t iv e  O p e r a t i o n s
o f  a c om m is s io n  on  A la s k a - S o v i e t  r e l a t i o n s ____________________ __________
Sponsor: S e n . H e n s le y ,  e t  a l  rnmpnnpmc • E x e c u t iv e  O f f i c e s
Requestor:_________________________________  _________________________________________

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  BILL VERSION: SCR 34
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION p u b l i s h n a t f .? 2/5/88_____

EXPENDITURES/REVENUES: (Thousands of Pollan;)
OPERATING FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92 FY 93

PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

l u . 8 2 1 . 6

5.0 15.0

TOTAL OPERATING 15.8 36.7 0 0 0

CAPITAL

REVENUE

FUNDING: (Thousands of Dollars)
GENERAL FUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL

1 5 . ■' . . . . . . . 0

1 5 . 8 36.6 0 0 0

POSITIONS:

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

ANALYSIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared by: _________________________________________
Division: Senator Rick Halford, Co-chairman

Senate Finance Committee
Approved by Commissioner: ______________________________
Agency:  ____________________________________________

Distribution (by preparer):
Legislative Finance 
Legislative Sponsor 
Requestor
Office of Management and Budget 
Impacted Agency(ies)

Phone: 4 6  5 - 4  Q 5  ft 
Date: 2/5/Rft

Date: __________

page  of----



I n t r o d u c e d :  1/12/88
R e f e r r e d :  S t a t e  A f f a i r s

5 - 1 5 3 7 A

BY Ht’NSLEY, JOSEPHSON, STURGULEWSKI,1 IN THE SENATE BINY1EY, DUNCAN, ZHAROFF
2 SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 34
3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA
4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
5 Re la t ing  to the establishment o f  a
6 commission on A laskan-Soviet r e la t i o n s .
7 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
8 WHEREAS the United States and the Sovie t Union, recognizing the de-
9 s i re s  o f  the c it iz en s  o f  th e i r  coun tr ie s , signed an agreement in  1986

10 encouraging peop le -to -peop le  exchanges between the two countr ies ; and
11 WHEREAS the United States and the Sovie t Union have signed a medical
12 research agreement g iving the Un ive rs i ty  o f  Alaska the re sp o n s ib i l i t y  and
13 au tho r i ty  to teach, develop, research , and coord inate circumpolar in te re s ts
14 between the United States and the S ibe r ian  branch o f  the Academy o f  Medical
15 Sciences in  the Soviet Union; and
16 WHEREAS the United States and Soviet Union agreed in  December 1987 to
17 e s ta b l ish  b i l a t e r a l  groups to work on A rc t ic  issues ; and
18 WHEREAS Alaskans and the Soviet Union are each seeking c lo se r  t ie s
19 with the other as evidenced by the t r a v e l  o f  A laska 's  Performers f o r  Peace
20 to the Soviet Union, by the e f f o r t s  o f  c i t iz e n s  o f  Alaska and o f  the Soviet
21 Union to b ring S iberians to the S t . Lawrence Is la nd  Whaling F e s t iv a l and
22 the Eskimo-Indian Olympics, and by the agreement o f  the Soviet Union to
23 consider proposa ls f o r  a i r l i n e  t r a f f i c  between Alaska and S ib e r ia ; and
24 WHEREAS i t  would be consistent with and supportive o f  the e f f o r t s  o f
25 the United States and the Soviet Union to improve understanding between the
26 two countries to stimulate t r a v e l ,  t rad e , and c u l tu ra l  and s c ie n t i f i c
27 exchange between Alaska and S ib e r ia ;  and
28 WHEREAS achievement o f  these goals w i l l  be dependent in  part upon a
29 continuing e f f o r t  by Alaskans to id e n t i f y  f u l l y  these sp ec i f ic  ob jec t ives
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1 so that they may be pursued through appropriate charne ls ;
2 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State L eg is la tu re  r e s p e c t fu l ly  requests
3 the Governor to appoint a nine person commission on A laska-Sovie t re la t io n s
4 to exp lore and id e n t i fy  areas o f  mutually b en e f ic ia l  in te rac t ion s  and to
5 prepare find ings and recommendations f o r  the Governor and the le g i s la tu r e ;
6 and bn i t
7 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor i s  requested to make appointments
8 to the commission from government, c iv ic ,  academic, c u l t u ra l ,  and business
9 leaders o f  the s ta te ;  and be i t

J.O FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is  requested to in s t ru c t  the com-
11 mission to examine the c u ltu ra l and h i s t o r i c a l  re la t io n sh ip  o f  Alaska to
12 the Soviet Union and to investiga te  areas o f  mutually b en e f ic ia l
13 re la t ion sh ip s  between the people o f  the s ta te  and our S ibe rian  neighbors;
14 and be i t
15 FURTHER RESOLVED that the Governor is  requested to d ire c t  the commis-
16 sion to repo rt  i t s  findings and recommendations to the Governor and le g is -  
1.7 la tu re  by February 1, 1989.
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OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
Fiscal Note for SCR 34, 1/14/88 Page 2

SCR 34 requests the Governor to appoint a nine-person 
commission on Alaska-Soviet relations to explore and 
identify areas of mutually beneficial interactions and to 
prepare and submit findings and recommendations for the 
Governor and the Legislature by February 1, 1989.

This analysis assumes the commission will be housed in the 
Office of the Governor and will remain in existence from 
January 1988 through March 1989. Fiscal analysis provides 
for salary and benefits for administrative support staff 
(Administrative Assistant, Range 16A) for this period; 
travel and per diem costs as provided in AS 39.20.180 for 
boards and commissions members appointed by the Governor 
assuming four two-day full commission meetings in FY 88 and 
eight meetings in FY 89; contractual funds for professional 
services, communication, transportation, advertising, 
printing and binding, minor repair and maintenance of 
equipment, rental of buildings for meetings and hearings, 
and other contractual expenses; supplies; equipment required 
for office set up and operation including word processing 
equipment and office furniture; and space rental for 
commission staff.



S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  34

This ana lys is assumes the establishment o f the Commission in A p ril 1, 
1988 and the completion o f i t s  work by March 30, 1989. I t  a lso  
assumes that adm in istrative support w i l l  be furnished by the 
Governor's O ffice  o f In te rn a tion a l Trade, which is  now engaged in some 
a c t iv it ie s  such as those envisioned in th is  regu la tion .
Travel costs are based on two meetings th is  f i s c a l year and fiv e  
during FY 1989, figu red at $600 per person fo r  each meeting. 
Contractual funds would be used fo r  adve rtis ing , communications, 
pub lica tion  o f repo rts  and other m a te ria ls , and p ro fe ss iona l se rv ices .
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O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

OFFICE OF INTERNATIONAL TRADE

STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

7TH FLOOR FRONTIER BUILOINQ 
3601C8TREET, SUITE 70S 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 69603-6931 
PHONE: (907) 361-53B5

Fe bruary A, 1988

Senator Will i e Hensley 
Senate Finance Committee 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, AK  99811

Dear Senator Hensley:

l wanted to take this opportunity to express my support for 
SCR 34 relating to the establishment of a commi ssion on 
Alaska-Soviet relations. I specl>f leal ly wa nted to applaud the 
statesman (Ike approach that you have taken toward our great 
neighbor. To have the wisd om  to see a diplo ma ti c w i n d o w  
opening and the courage to pursue en deavors through such a 
window Is a very positive event.

I support the clear Intent of the resolution wh ich Is to 
push for Increased trade and cultural relations w i t h  the 
Soviet Far East, if you successfully proceed wi t h  this 
resolution I trust that as ma ny  Interested parties as 
possible will— have the "oppartunl ty to pa rtlchpste ln~the 
formulation of our state's goals and o bjectiv es  regarding 
Alaska and Soviet relations.

If l can be of any assistance to you In any capa city please 
do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

Dlrector



JOHN C. STENNlS. MISSISSIPPI. CHAIRMAN
ROBERT C. BYRD. WEST VIRGINIA
WILLIAM PROXMIRE. WISCONSIN
DANIEL K INOUYE. HAWAII
ERNEST F. HOIUNGS. SOUTH CAROLINA
LAWTON CHILES. FLORlOA
J BENNETT JOHNSTON. LOUISIANA
QUENTIN N BUROICK. NORTH DAKOTA
PATRICK J LEAHY. VERMONT
JIM SASSER. TENNESSEE
OENNIS D(CONCIN). ARIZONA
DALE BUMPERS. ARKANSAS
FRANK R LAUTENBERG. NEW JERSEY
TOM HARKIN. IOWA
BARBARA A MIKULSKI. MARYLAND
HARRY REID. NEVADA

MARK 0. HATFIELD. OREGON
TED STEVENS. ALASKA
LOWELL P WEICKER J*. CONNECTICUT
JAMES A. McCLURE. IDAHO
JAKE GARN. UTAH
THAO COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI
ROBERT W. KASTEN. Jft . WISCONSIN
ALFONSE M 0 AMATO. NEW YORK
WARREN RUDMAN. NEW HAMPSHIRE
ARLEN SPECTER. PENNSYLVANIA
FETE V. OOMENlCI. NEW MEXICO
CHARLES E GRASSLEY. IOWA
DON NICKLES. OKLAHOMA

lanitetl S t a t e s  S e n a t e

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
Washington, DC 20510-6025

FRANCIS J SULLIVAN. STAFF DIRECTOR 
J KEITH KENNEOY. MINORITY STAFF OIRECTCR

January 22 , 1988

The Honorable W illiam  L . Hensley 
A laska S ta te  Senate 
P .O . Box V
Juneau, A laska 99811

Dear W i l l i e :
Thanks f o r  w ritin g  and having your a s s is t a n t , Bob A rno ld , c a l l  my 

o f f i c e  in Juneau to  l e t  me know o f  your in te re s t  in  in c reas ing  m u tua lly  
b e n e f ic ia l in te ra c t io n s  between A laska and the S ov ie t Union.

This i s  something I ' v e  been working toward from  s e v e ra l d i f f e r e n t  
a n g le s . F o r in s tan ce , I 'v e  taken steps to  exp ress my support f o r  the  
p roposa l th e  b u i ld  an e le c t r i c a l  tran sm iss ion  l i n e  th a t would l i n k  the 
U .S . and th e  S ov ie t Union v ia  A laska and S ib e r ia .

I  b rought t h i s  p roposa l to  Howard B ake r's  a t te n t io n  s h o r t ly  b e fo re  the  
Summit la s t  month. A lthough the  main focus o f  Reagan and Gorbachev's 
Sunmit was th e  nuc lea r arms t r e a ty  on In te rm ed ia te  Nuclear Forces ( IN F ) ,
I  asked th a t  the p roposa l put forw ard  by G lob a l Energy Network In te rn a ­
t i o n a l (GENI) be g iven  a t te n t io n  and I  expect they w i l l  con side r i t  as p a rt  
o f  the  commitment to  work toward more coop e ra tion  in  th e  A rc t ic .

I  support you r e f f o r t s  t o  send a c le a r  message from th e  A laska S ta te  
Senate and L e g is la tu re  th a t A laskans want t o  reap th e  f u l l  advantages o f  
ou r p ro x im ity  to  the  S ov ie t Union and th a t we see g re a t p o te n t ia l in  the  
fu tu re  enhancement o f  t r a v e l ,  t r a d e , and s c ie n t i f i c  and c u lt u r a l exchanges.

In  e s ta b lis h in g  a 9 member cocmiission on A laskan -Sov ie t r e la t i o n s ,  
however, th e  S ta te  w i l l  n e c e s s a r i ly  have to  work c lo s e ly  w ith fo re ig n  
p o licy -m akers a t  th e  F ede ra l le v e l as th e  S ta te s  a re  p ro h ib ite d  from  
develop ing t h e i r  own fo re ig n  p o lic y . As A la ska 's  s e n io r re p re s e n ta t iv e  in  
the  F ede ra l government, I  o f f e r  my a ss is tan ce  in  promoting these in t e r ­
ac tio n s  and I  w i l l  con tinue my e f f o r t s  to  deve lop  A la ska 's  t i e s  w ith ou r 
S ov ie t n e ighbors .

Thanks again  f o r  b rin g ing  you r re s o lu t io n s  t o  my a t te n t io n . I  lo ok  
forward to  working c lo s e ly  w ith you and the S ta te  on t h i s .

With b est w ishes,



A la s k a  N a tiv e  L a n g u a g e  C e n te r

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a . F a i r b a n k s
Box 900111 Fairbanks, Alaska 99775-0120

FEB 3  1988 February 1 , 1988

Senator W illiam  L. Hensley 
Alaska State Senate 
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator Hensley,
Thank you fo r  sending copies o f Senate Jo in t Resolu tion No.48 

urging President Reagan to give continued support to A laska-Soviet 
re la t io n s , including opening the A laska-S iberia border, and Senate 
concurrent Resolution No.34 urging Governor Cowper to es tab lish  a 
commission to id e n t ify  the ob jectives o f these re la t io n s .

I  am pleased indeed to see th is  in i t ia t iv e ,  and would be happy 
to help in whatever way I  might to support th e ir adoption by the 
Leg is la tu re  and th e ir  implementation.

Let me exp lain why I  consider these re so lu tion s so app rop ria te , 
tim e ly , and important to A laska. On any globe Alaska is  s t i l l  
obviously the part o f the New World that lin k s  with the Old. Indeed 
fo r  Alaska Natives, even a l l  Native Americans (whose ancestors a l l  
were once Alaska Natives a ls o ) Alaska was the crossroads o f the 
hemispheres. Since 1948, however, the world a t our la t itu d e s  has 
become again as though f l a t ,  with Alaska a t the edge, beyond which 
i t  i s  impossible to go, a dead end. This Cold War c losu re  o f the 
border d is to r ts  our perspective o f our place in  the world , in  a way 
that severe ly lim its  our p o ten tia l. The e f fe c t  is  even more 
detrim ental fo r  one group o f Alaskans, the Eskimos o f the Bering 
S t ra i t  region and S t. Lawrence Is land  p a r t ic u la r ly , who are cut o f f  
from th e ir kinsmen on the Soviet s ide , by a b a rr ie r l i k e  a B e r lin  
W all without gates.

Because o f my concern fo r  the su rv iva l o f Alaska Native languages, 
I  have been pe rsona lly  involved since 1971 in  e f fo r t s  to a llow  the 
resumption o f the t ra d it io n a l v is i t s  by Alaskan and S iberian Eskimos 
to each other, and fo r  that purpose have tr ie d  to le a rn  as much as 
I  could about the s itu a tion  o f Eskimos on the Soviet s ide . Only now, 
with the e f fo r t s  o f so many culminating in  the Reagan-Gorbachev 
summit agreement on the general p rin c ip le s  o f US-Soviet A rctic



U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a

2.

re la t io n s , am I  op tim istic  that these v i s i t s  may soon be poss ib le  
again. I t  remains fo r  me a high p r io r i t y  to pursue th is  goa l, 
and I  would pe rsona lly  hope to be o f some se rv ice as a source o f 
in form ation e sp ec ia lly  in  th is  connection, and a lso  in  the la rg e r 
perspective, which I  recognize , o f cu ltu raL , economic, and s c ie n t i f ic  
exchange and t ra v e l as stated so w e ll in  the re so lu tion s  you are 
submitting. I  c e rta in ly  hope these gain a favo rab le  response in  
our le g is la tu re , in  the in te re s t o f Alaskans qu ite g en e ra lly , as 
w e ll as the Eskimo people in  p a rt ic u la r .

S incere ly

Michael E. Krauss 
P ro fe sso r
D ire c to r, Alaska Native Language Center 
U n ive rs ity  o f Alaska Fairbanks 
College o f L ib e ra l Arts

MK:hh



STEVE CO W PER , G O V E R N O R

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  E D U C A T I O N  GOLDBELTPLACE
801 WEST 10th STREET 
POUCHF

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER ju n e a u , ALASKA 998 11

F e b r u a r y  1 ,  1 9 8 8

The H o n o r a b l e  W i l l i a m  L .  H e n s l e y  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P . O .  Box V
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H e n s l e y :

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  S e n a t e  J o i n t  R e s o l u t i o n  N o .  4 8  wh ich  r e l a t e s  t o  
t h e  p r o m o t i o n  o f  A l a s k a n  and S o v i e t  e x c h a n g e s  t h a t  you and S e n a t o r s  J o s e p h s o n ,  
S t u r g u l e w s k i ,  B i n k l e y ,  D u n c a n ,  and Z h a r o f f  a r e  s p o n s o r i n g .

O p e n i n g  t h e  b o r d e r  b e tw een  A l a s k a  and S i b e r i a  t o  a i r  t r a v e l ,  t r a d e ,  c u l t u r a l  
and s c i e n t i f i c  e x c h a n g e s  w i l l  s e n d  a p ow e r f u l  s i g n a l  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  w o r l d  
t h a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  l e a d e r s  o f  b o t h  n a t i o n s ,  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  S o v i e t  
U n i o n ,  a r e  s e n s i t i v e  t o  t h e  n e e d s  o f  t h e i r  c i t i z e n s  and i n d e e d  w i l l i n g  t o  work 
t o g e t h e r  t o  a d d r e s s  common i s s u e s  t h a t  b o t h  c o u n t r i e s  f a c e .

C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  e x c h a n g e s  b e tw e e n  t h e  two c o u n t r i e s  w i l l  
e n h a n c e  o u r  k n ow l e d g e  o f  t h e  e d u c a t i o n a l  s y s t em  i n  t h e  S o v i e t  n o r t h  e s p e c i a l l y  
a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  i n d i g e n o u s  m i n o r i t y  p e o p l e s  o f  wh ich  t h e r e  a r e  m o r e  t h a n  
tw en ty  n a t i o n a l i t i e s .

C an ada  and t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  have e n j o y e d  e d u c a t i o n a l  e x c h a n g e s  f o r  t h e  p a s t  
s e v e r a l  y e a r s .  In f a c t ,  t h e  t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am  f o r  t h e  C a n a d i a n  I n u i t  
o f  n o r t h e r n  Q u e b e c  i s  m o d e l e d  a f t e r  a t e a c h e r  e d u c a t i o n  p r o g r am  d e v e l o p e d  i n  
t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .  T h e  t e a c h e r  t r a i n i n g  p r o g r am  p r o m o t e s  t h e  u s e  o f  a N a t i v e  
l a n g u a g e  a s  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n a l  l a n g u a g e .  We can l e a r n  much f r om  e a c h  o t h e r  i n  
t h e  a r e a  o f  e d u c a t i n g  m i n o r i t y  s t u d e n t s  whose c u l t u r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t  f r om  t h e  
c u l t u r a l  b a s e  o f  t h e  s c h o o l s  t h a t  t h e y  a t t e n d .

An i n f o r m a l  g r o u p  o f  c i r c u m p o l a r  n o r t h e r n  e d u c a t o r s  o r g a n i z e d  a s  t h e  S t e e r i n g  
C omm i t t e e  f o r  t h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  C r o s s - C u l t u r a l  E d u c a t i o n  S em i n a r  S e r i e s  i n  t h e  
C i r c u m p o l a r  N o r t h  h a s  o r g a n i z e d  s e m i n a r s  i n  A l a s k a ,  G r e e n l a n d ,  N o rway ,  and 
Canada f o r  t h e  l a s t  tw en ty  y e a r s .  I n  f a c t ,  I b e l i e v e  you and Bob A r n o l d  were 
p a r t i c i p a n t s  a t  t h e  i n i t i a l  m e e t i n g  w h ic h  f o rm e d  t h e  g r o u p  i n  M o n t r e a l , Q u e b e c  
i n  t h e  l a t e  1 9 6 0 s .  The s e m i n a r s  have p r o v i d e d  a means f o r  l e a r n i n g  how 
i n d i g e n o u s  m i n o r i t i e s  f r om  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r i e s  hav e  p e r c e i v e d  and a p p r o a c h e d  
common p r o b l e m s  i n  e d u c a t i o n a l  and r e l a t e d  s o c i a l  m a t t e r s .  F i n l a n d ,  Sweden ,  
No rway , G r e e n l a n d ,  C a n a d a ,  and A l a s k a  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  s e m i n a r  s e r i e s



t h a t  were h e l d  i n  I q a l u i t ,  B a f f i n  I s l a n d ,  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  C a n a d a .  
P a r t i c i p a n t s  f r om  t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n  a r e  i n v i t e d  t o  e a c h  s e m i n a r  s e r i e s ,  b u t  s o  
f a r  we have n o t  h a d  t h e  p l e a s u r e  and b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

As a d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  m e e t i n g  a t  I q a l u i t ,  N o r t h w e s t  T e r r i t o r i e s ,  I was 
s e l e c t e d  a s  c h a i r p e r s o n  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  a m e e t i n g  o f  M i n i s t e r s  o f  E d u c a t i o n  i n  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a .  P l a n s  f o r  t h a t  m e e t i n g  a r e  i n  t h e i r  f i n a l  s t a g e s ,  and t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  S o u t h e a s t  w i l l  be t h e  s i t e  f o r  t h e  m e e t i n g s .  The m e e t i n g  
d a t e s  a r e  May 1 6 - 1 8 ,  1 9 8 8 .  The  f o c u s  w i l l  be on  r u r a l  e d u c a t i o n  and 
e d u c a t i o n a l  t e c h n o l o g y .  T h e r e  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  we may hav e  S o v i e t  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n .  R e c e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  wh ich  have o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  l a s t  few day s  
i n d i c a t e  p r o g r e s s  i n  s e c u r i n g  S o v i e t  p a r t i c i p a t i o n .

L a s t  D e c em b e r  we became aware o f  a p r i v a t e  i n i t i a t i v e  s p e a r h e a d e d  by J i m  
S t i i n p l e ,  a Nome r e a l t o r ,  t o  e s t a b l i s h  f r i e n d s h i p  and t r a d e  t i e s  b e tw een Nome , 
A l a s k a  a nd  P r o v i d e n i y a ,  U . S . S . R .  M r .  S t i m p l e  i n f o rm e d  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
E d u c a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Nome P . T . A .  h a d  e n d o r s e d  t h e  i d e a  o f  t e a c h e r  and s t u d e n t  
e x c h a n g e s  b e tw een  Nome and P r o v i d e n i y a .  The mayo r  o f  P r o v i d e n i y a  w r o t e  a warm 
l e t t e r  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  Nome s a y i n g ,  "We have common i n t e r e s t s :  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  c l e a n  w a t e r  and s h o r e s  o f  C h u k o t k a  and A l a s k a :  t h e  
p r e s e r v a t i o n  o f  f l o r a  and f a u n a  o f  t h e  N o r t h  and n a t u r a l  r i c h e s .  We can and 
m u s t  c o l l a b o r a t e  i n  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  e c o n om y ,  i n  t h e  r e g i o n  o f  s c i e n c e ,  
c u l t u r e ,  and s p o r t s .  We m u s t  l e a r n  mo re  a b o u t  one a n o t h e r  and m e e t  mo re  
o f t e n :  b ecome mo re  f r i e n d l y  and d e v e l o p  c om in e r i ca l  t i e s . "

T h e r e  i s  c e r t a i n l y  amp l e  i n t e r e s t  and w i l l i n g n e s s  f r om  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  
B e r i n g  S ea t o  i n i t i a t e  e x c h a n g e s  wh ic h  can be o f  mu tua l  b e n e f i t  t o  b o t h  t h e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  and t h e  S o v i e t  U n i o n .
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N o m e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e
Post Office Box 251, Nome, Alaska 99762

January 18, 1988

Alaska State Senate
William L. Hens3ey ‘ ":9b-
P.O. Box V 
Juneau, Alaska 
99811

Dear Williej

Thank you for introducing Senate Joint Resolution No. 48, Relating 
to the promotion of Alaskan and Soviet exchanges, and Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 34,' Relating to the establishment of a commission on 
Alaskan-Soviet relations.

As Chairman of the Committee for Cooperation, Commerce, and Peace, the 
Nome Chamber of Co m m e r c e ,’I support these resolutions and endorse 
your effort and the members of the Senate who have sponsored these 
Resolutions, Sen. Josephson, Sturgulewski, Binkley, Duncan, and Zharoff.

Enclosed is a letter my wife, Bernadette Alvanna-Stimpfle just received 
from Gluhih Margarita Sergeevna,' an Eskimo woman living in Siberia, 
just across from us in the Bering Strait, this letter says to all 
Alaskans the true meaning of restoring the open border between Alaska 
and the Soviet Far East,

We in Nome will be organizing our cultural flights from Nome to Provid­
eniya in small groups with the local air carriers. We will submit our 
first groups on Febuary 15, 1988 to the required State Dept, and Soviet 
officials. Enclosed are the Aircraft Entry Requirements of the Soviet 
Union. We invite all Alaskans to participate in up coming friendship 
and goodwill visits.

Copies of these Resolutions N o , 48 & 34 have been sent to officials in 
Provideniya, and I am awaiting the names of officials in Magadan Oblast. 
We have heard that the Nome to Provideniya exchanges have been discussed 
in Khabarevsk.

Sincerely-- /. ,

Jim Stimpfle'
Chairman, Committee for Cooperation, Commerce, and Peace
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January 16, 1988

Senator Willy Hensley 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Hensley:

I am writing this letter in support of Senate Concurrent 
Resolution No. 34 entitled "Relating to the establishment 
of a commission on Alaska-Soviet relations" and for 
Senate Joint Resolution No. 48 "Relating to the promotion 
of Alaskan and Soviet Exchanges".

There is no doubt in my mind of the importance of these 
resolutions which address our Siberian neighbors to 
encourage closer cooperation and relationships with them. 
These are times of historic importance to both the United 
States and the USSR and it is only appropriate that 
Alaska be highly profiled in future agreements and 
bi-lateral relationships affecting our lives and that of 
our children.

History has created a unique role for Alaska to be not 
only actively involved in the future destiny of the 
arctic but also to be a world class model of how well our 
countries can work together.

The USSR has some interaction will all of the countries 
on its borders except. for Alaska. It is unconscionable 
that our small population of under one half million 
people has no positive relationship with the thirty five 
million people that are our immediate neighbors just 
across the Bering Strait.

These resolutions are positive first steps towards 
correcting that situation and I salute you and your 
Senate collegues, Senators Josephson, Sturgulewski,
Binkl Duncan and Zharoff for your insight and global 
perspectives in sponsoring them.

I look forward to working with you and your collegues in 
the future on improving our relationships with our 
Siberian neighbors.

Sincevc1y ,

T h e y . r’-'l a,MD,KPH 
Dir
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