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1 IN T H E  S E N A T E  BY J O S E P H S O N

2 S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  NO. 27

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 R e l a t i n g  to the p r e s e r v a t i o n  of h i s t o r -

6 ical s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s .

7 BE  IT  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF  A L A SKA:

8 W H E R E A S  there are a n u m b e r  of s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g s  in th e  s t a t e  that h a v e

9 h i s t o r i c a l  sign i f i c a n c e ,  i n c l u d i n g  W h i t e c l i f f  S c h o o l  in  K e t c h i k a n ,  C a p i t a l

10 S c h o o l  in Juneau, M a i n  School in F a i r b a n k s ,  A k i a k  E l e m e n t a r y  S c h o o l  in

11 A k i a k ,  a n d  D e n a l i  S c hool in  An c h o r a g e ;  and

12 W H E R E A S  it is in the p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t  t h a t  t h e s e  b u i l d i n g s  be p r e s e r v e d

13 w h e n e v e r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the health, safety, a n d  e d u c a t i o n a l  i n t e r e s t s  of

14 the s t u d e n t s  s e rved by  the schools; and

15 W H E R E A S  i n c l u s i o n  of a school b u i l d i n g  i n  t he N a t i o n a l  R e g i s t e r  of

16 H i s t o r i c  P l a c e s  m a y  p r o v i d e  b e n e f i t s  to the b u i l d i n g  i t s e l f  as w e l l  as the

17 p u b l i c  as o w n e r  of t he building; and

18 W H E R E A S  a h i s t o r i c a l  scho o l  b u i l d i n g  m a y  s o m e t i m e s  be m a i n t a i n e d  by a

19 local s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  only t h r o u g h  f i n a n c i a l  a s s i s t a n c e  fro m  the state; a nd

20 W H E R E A S  p u b l i c  a s s i s t a n c e  for h i s t o r i c a l  s c h o o l s  s e rves the s t a t e  as a

21 w h o l e  t h r o u g h  the e n c o u r a g e m e n t  of tourism, t he p r e s e r v a t i o n  of h i s t o r i c

22 i d e n t i t y  a n d  n e i g h b o r h o o d  v i t a l i t y  in a r eas of h i s t o r i c a l  interest, and

23 t h r o u g h  o t h e r  p u b l i c  p u r poses; and

24 W H E R E A S  there is p r e s e n t l y  no c o m p r e h e n s i v e  p l a n  f or p r o v i d i n g  assis-

25 t a n c e  to local school d i s t r i c t s  to p r e s e r v e  h i s t o r i c a l  scho o l  b u i l d i n g s ;

26 B E  IT R E S O L V E D  by  the A l a s k a  State L e g i s l a t u r e  that the G o v e r n o r  is

27 r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t e d  to dire c t  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of  e d u c a t i o n  to r e p o r t  to

28 the S e c o n d  S e s s i o n  of the F i f t e e n t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  o n  or  b e f o r e

29 J a n u a r y  31, 1988, w i t h  r e g a r d  to the fol l o w i n g :
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1 (1 ) which school buildings in  the state that were constructed
2 before statehood are s t i l l  being used fo r  educational purposes;
3 (2 ) the condition and anticipated use fu l l i f e  o f each o f these
4 build ings;
5 (3 ) whether the school d is t r ic ts  operating these buildings
6 intend to continue operating them as schools;
7 (4 ) what steps the state might take to encourage the continued
8 operation o f these buildings as schools;
9 (5 ) the nature o f the bene fits , i f  any, that accrue to the

10 owners o f a building that is  included in  the National Register o f H isto ric
11 Places; and
12 (6 ) i f  a school d is t r ic t  is  planning to close a h is to r ic a l
13 school build ing , what compatible public uses the d is t r ic t  might make o f
14 portions o f the build ing in order to perpetuate the usefu l l i f e  o f the
15 building fo r  educational purposes.
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O fficial Business
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Alaska State Legislature
S e n a t e

Pouch V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

TO: Senator Johne Binkley
C o - Chair, Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Senator Joe Josephson

DATE: May 11, 1987

RE: SCR 27, relating to preservation of historical school 
buildings

As the sponsor of SCR 27, I would like to request that 
this resolution be waived from Senate Finance Committee. 
SCR 27 was recently passed out of Senate State Affairs 
Committee on Saturday, May 9, and received a zero fiscal 
note from the Department of Education.

SCR 27 directs the commissioner of education to prepare 
a report to the Legislature on the status and future of 
historic school buildings, including recommendations as to 
how to preserve the buildings and their historic value.
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