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across at the 11:00 a.m. floor session.
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kathy
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O f f e r e d :  3/11/87 5-0163B
R e f e r r e d :  J u d i c i a r y  & F i n a n c e

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r :  B i n k l e y

1 I N  THE SEN TE BY THE ■€eW f tW tT Y-SW

2 CS FOR SENATE B I L L  NO. 50 (€&RAy & S & s jZ jt .,

3 I N  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STAVE OF ALASKA

A F IFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - F IRST  SESSION

5 A B I LL

6 F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  a m u n i c i p a l i t y . "

7 BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 *  S e c t i o n  1. AS 29.06.470(a) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

9 (a) E x c e p t  as p r o v i d e d  i n  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n ,  v o t e r s  o f  a

10 m u n i c i p a l i t y  may p e t i t i o n  f o r  d i s s o l u t i o n  when t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i s

11 f r e e  o f  d e b t ,  o r ,  i f  i n  d e b t ,  e a c h  o f  i t s  c r e d i t o r s  i s  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h

12 a m e t h o d  o f  r e p a ym en t  and

13 (1) t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  [ I T ]  no l o n g e r  m e e t s  t h e  m in imum

14 s t a n d a r d s  p r e s c r i b e d  f o r  i n c o r p o r a t i o n  by AS 29.05, o r  f o rm e r  AS 29.-

15 18.030 i f  i t  i s  a t h i r d  c l a s s  b o r o u g h ;  [OR]

16 (2) t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  c e a s e s  t o  u s e  e a c h  o f  i t s  m a nd a t o r y

17 p o w e r s ; o r

18 (3)_ d i s s o l u t i o n  i s  r e q u e s t e d by  p e t i t i o n  o n  a f orm p r o v i d e d

19 by t h e  d e p a r t ment s i g n e d  by  a n umbe r  o f  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y

20 p r o p p s e d  t o  b e  d i s s o l v e d  g r e a t e r  t h a n  50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  number  o f

21 v o t e s  c a s t  i n  t h e  l a s t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

22 * S e c .  2. AS 29.06.500(a) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

23 (a) I f  t h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C om m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  a mun ic-

24 i p a l i t y  f a i l s  t o  mee t t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  d i s s o l u t i o n ,  i t  s h a l l  r e j e c t

25 t h e  p e t i t i o n .  I f  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y

26 mee ts  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  u n d e r  AS 29.06.470(a)(1) o r  (2 ) . i t  s h a l l  a c c e p t

27 t h e  p e t i t i o n .  I f  t h e  c om m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y

28 mee t s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  u n d e r  AS 29.06.470(a)(3) and  t h a t  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f

29 t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  i s  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  i t  s h a l l  a c c e p t

S B 0 0 5 0 b -1- C S S B  5 0 ( C & R A )
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L 1 the_P e tition.

-2 3 y $ e c .  3i f  AS 29.06.510(c) i s  amended t o  r e a d :

3 ( c )  T h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  c e r t i f y  t h e  e l e c t i o n  re-

4 s u i t s .  I f  d i s s o l u t i o n  i s  a p p r o v e d  by  a number  o f  v o t e r s  g r e a t e r  t h a n

5 50 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n umbe r  o f  p e o p l e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h e  m u n i c i -

6 p a l i t y , t h e  d i r e c t o r  o f  e l e c t i o n s  s h a l l  d e c l a r e  t h a t  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y

7 i s  d i s s o l v e d  e f f e c t i v e  o n  t h e  d a t e  o f  c e r t i f i c a t i o n .

C S S B  5 0 ( C & R A ) -2- S B 0 0 5 0 b



SENATE AMENDMENT

B Y . JU DI CI A RY  COMMITTEE

TO: CS__________________________  SENATE BILL NO. 50(C&RA)

TO: H OUSE BILL NO.

Page 2, line 2: insert a n e w  Section 3 to read:

*Sec. 3. AS 29.06.510(a) is amen de d to read:
(a) The Local Boundary Commission shall immediately 

notify the director of elections of its acceptance of a 
dissolution petition. Withi n 30 days after notification, 
the director of elections shall order an election in the 
mun ic ip al it y to determine wheth er  the voters desire 
dissolution. The election mu s t be he ld  at least 30 and not 
mo re  than 90 days after the election order unless such 
timing w o u l d  cause the election to be held between" Ma y 1 and 
November I. If the director of elections receives 
notification after April 1, but before October 1, tEe 
election shall be h e ld  w i t hi n 60 days after November 1. A  
person who is a v oter of the m u n i ci pa l it y may vote in the 
dissolution election.

Renumber existing section accordingly.

(TURN IN ORIGINAL AM EN D ME NT  TO SENATE SECRETARY'S OFFICF. 
THE AMENDMENT WILL BE NUMBERED, COPIED A N D  DISTRIBUTED.)



C S S B  50 ( F i n a n c e )

L EG ISLATIVE INTENT

E xi st i n g  laws a p pa r en tl y do not p e r m i t  t h e  
d i s s o l u t i o n  of a city go ve rn m en t u nless t h a t  c o m m u n i t y  suffers 
d r a s t i c  r ed uc ti o ns  in its p op u la ti on  or economy. The 
l e g i s l a t u r e  recognizes that there are o t he r c i r c u m s t a n c e s  u n d e r  
w h i c h  the d i s s o l u t i o n  of a city g o v e r n m e n t  m a y  be warranted. 
Su ch  circ u ms ta nc es  include those where: .

1 . the residents of com m un it y h a v e  a b a n d on ed  t h e i r  
c i t y  government;

2 . alte rn at iv e  entities exist t h r o u g h  w h i c h  
essential services* m a y  be d e l i v e r e d  in t h e  absen ce  
of ci ty  government; and

3. di ss ol u t i o n  w ou ld  n ot b e  adverse to t h e  interests 
of t h e  region in w h ic h the city is l o c at ed  and the 
state (e.g., d is so l v i n g  p r i m a r i l y  to avoid a v i a b l e  
t a x  base, re turning e du cation fu nc ti on  to the state).

It m a y  be considered to be in t h e  b e s t  interest of 
t h e  state, u n d e r  t h e  provisions of S e ct i on  2 of this Act, for 
a ny ci ty  t o  be d is solved wh er e such c i r c um st an ce s  exist.

* D e f i n i t i o n  of "essential services": Basic m un icipal
s ervices p r o v i d e d  for the health, safety, and w e l f a r e  of the 
residents, such as p olice and fire pr ot e c t i o n  services and 
m a i n t e n a n c e  of p u bl i c facilities, e.g., w a t e r  and w a s t e  
dis po sa l systems, community buildings, etc.



CSSB 50^eftf»r)- 

LEGISLATIVE INTENT

E x i s t i n g  laws apparently do n o t  p e r m i t  the 
d i ss ol u t i o n  of a city government un less that community suffers 
drastic reducti on s in its p op ul at io n or economy. The 
l eg islature recognizes tha t there a re o t he r ci rcumstances un de r  
w h i c h  t h e  dissol ut io n of a city govern me nt  m a y  be warranted. 
Such c i r c um st an ce s include those where:

1 . the residents of c om mu ni ty  h a v e  ab an do n ed  their 
c i t y  government;

2 . alternative entities exist thro ug h w h i c h  
essential services* m a y  b e  d e l i v e re d in the absence 
of city government; and

3. dissolution wo ul d not be adver se  to the interests 
of the region in w h i c h  the cit y is located and the 
state (e.g., dissolving p r i m a r i l y  to avoid a viable 
t a x  base, returning education function to the s t a t e ) .

It m a y  be considered to b e  in the be st  interest of 
the state, u n d e r  the provisions of Secti o n 2 of this Act, for 
any city to b e  d i ssolved w he re  such c ircumstances exist.

* D e f i n i t i o n  of "essential services": Basic m un i cipal
services p r o v i d e d  for the health, safety, a nd welf ar e of the 
residents, such as police and fire p r o t e c t i o n  services and 
m a in te na nc e  of public facilities, e.g., w a t e r  and w as te  
disposal systems, community buildings, etc.

v  > a  c 'c /  J *
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L E G I S L A T I V E  I N TE NT

E x i s ti ng  laws a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l  not p e r m i t  the d i s s o l u t i o n  of a 
city g o v e r n m e n t  in a c o m m u n i t y  unless that c o m m u n i t y  suff er s 
d r a s ti c r e d u c t i o n s  in its p o p u l a t i o n  a nd/or economy. Th e 
l e g i s l a t u r e  r e c o g n i z e s  that t here are o t h e r  c ir cu m s t a n c e s  under 
w h i c h  the d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  a cit y  g o v e r n m e n t  m a y  be w arranted. 
Such c i r c u m s t a n c e s  include those where:

i
1. the r e s i d e n t s  of a c o m m u n i t y  hav e a b a n d o n e d  t he ir  ci ty  

government;

2. a l t e r n a t i v e  e n t i t i e s  ex is t t h r o u g h  w h i c h  e s s e n t i a l  services* 
m ay be d e l i v e r e d  in the abse nc e of cit y government; and

3. d i s s o l u t i o n  w o u l d  not be a d v e rs e to t h e  i nt erests of the 
- ^ H m u n i t y — served— b y — the— ci-ty,) the r e g i o n  in w h i c h  the city
is located, a nd the state, i.e., d i s s o l v i n g  p r i m a r i l y  to 
v o i d  a v i a b l e  tax base.

It m a y  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  to be in the b e s t  i n t e re st  of the state, 
u n d e r  the p r o v i s i o n s  o f  S e ct i on  2 of this Act, for any city to be 
d i s s o l v e d  w h e r e  such c i r c u m s t a n c e s  exist.

* D e f i n i t i o n  o f  " es se n t i a l  services": Ba s ic  m u n i c i p a l
services p r o v i d i n g  for the health, safety,, and w e lf a re  of 
the residents, suc h as p o lice a n d  fire p r o t e c t i o n  services 
and m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  publ ic  f ac ilities, i.e., w a t e r  a nd sewer 
systems; w as h et e r i a s ;  c o m m u n i t y  build in gs , etc.

w o o e d  o u r  o f  c o m m i t f E 'E  ,^ /z  ' 

A d o p r E O  b y  'S enarF - < j i u j i c /F ) r y  l

:    _____________
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5-0163A
Referred: Community & Regional Affairs,

Judiciary and Finance

1 IN THE SENATE BY BINKLEY

2 SENATE BILL NO. 50

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE • FIRST SESSION

5 A BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to dissolution of a municipality."

7 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

8 * Section 1. AS 29.06.470(a) is amended to read:

9 (a) Except as provided in (b) of this section, voters of a

10 municipality may petition for dissolution when the municipality is

11 free of debt, or, if in debt, each of its creditors is satisfied with

12 a method of repayment and

13 (1) it no longer meets the minimum standards prescribed for

14 incorporation by AS 29.05, or former AS 29.18.030 if it is a third

15 class borough; [OR]

16 (2) the municipality ceases to use each of its mandatory

17 powers; or

18 (3) dissolution is approved in an advisory election held on

19 the question by the municipality proposed to be dissolved.

20 * Sec. 2. AS 29.06.520 is repealed and reenacted to read:

21 Sec. 29.06.520. SUCCESSION. (a) The Local Boundary Commission

22 shall provide for the distribution of assets and liabilities of a

23 municipality upon its dissolution. Assets and liabilities may be

24 distributed to the state, another municipality, a nonprofit corpora-

25 tion formed under the laws of the state, or a Native council organized

26 under 25 U.S.C. 476.

27 (b) In determining how to distribute the assets of a municipali-

28 ty upon its dissolution, the Local Boundary Commission shall consider

29 the manner in which the assets will be best used to continue to

S B 0 0 5 0 A -1 - SB 50



L provide services to the area of the dissolved municipality. Prefer-

2 ence in the distribution of the assets shall be given to the state,

3 another municipality or a nonprofit cor oration.

f t
SB 50 -2- I n t r o d u c e d :  1/19/87



S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

FURTHER: FINANCE

3/11/87

Mr. President; 

JUDICIARY

DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE

Committee considered

dissolution of a municipality.

4 - 2 '

SB 50

and recommended:

[ ] replace with 
[ ] or adopt ____

CS FOR
___________ CS FOR

attached amendment(s) and 

] do pass 

] do not pass 

] no recommendation 

] individual recommendations 

] further referral to _________

) [] same title 
) [] new title

v'] letter of intent adopted_

Committee [ ] attached or adopted fi£ 
[ ] new ^  [ ] updated or [vdpi

.seal note(o) 
i j u p u m c u  ul l v̂j previous

[l<r zero [ ] fiscal impact

MEMBERS SIGNING DO PASS OTHER RECOMMENDATIONS

[ ] C o mm ittee Backup A t t a c h e d

,u . \ ] L a_  to f)
ChaimdrrlHsa^Jsfature and’recommendation



S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T

F I RS T CO MM I T T E E  OF REFERRAL

Date of 5-DAY NOTICE
in accordance/ with Uniform rule 2 3

FURTHER: JUDICIARY 
**FISCAL NOTE(S) ATTACHED Vie?? ** FINANCE
IN ACCORDANCE WITH AS 24.0Bp533 
(see below)

1/19^87 DATE TURNED INTO OFFICE
Mr. President:

COMMUNITY & REGIONAL AFFAIRS ' Committee considered SB 50

relating to dissolution of a municipality, 

and recommended:

[V] replace with CS STS   $  same title
1 [ ] new title
[ ] attached amendment(s) and

[ ] do pass

[ ] do not pass

i ] no recommendation

[^] individual recommendations

[ ] further referral____________ to_______________________________

[ ] letter of intent adopted and attached

** Committee attached or [ ] adopted fiscal note(s) 
zero [ ] fiscal impact

OTHER, RECOMMENDATIONS

airman signature ^ n d  recommendatiiC h a i rm an  signature 4 n d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n
[ ] Committee Backup A t t a c h e d

i i a i i  u  jug u u u u



S e n a t o r  J o h n e  B i n k l e y

A l o c Q h i f p  SpnQfP
P.O . Box V  •  Juneau, Alaska 99811 •  (9 07 )4654985

Finance Committee 
Co-Chairman

M E M O R A N D U M A p r i l  6, 1 9 8 7

T O :  S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  M E M B E R S

F R O M :  S E N A T O R  J O H N E  B I N K L E l ^

S u b j : C S S B  5 0 :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  a

m u n i c i p a l i t y . "

R e s i d e n t s  a n d  l o c a l  e l e c t e d  o f f i c i a l s  o f  s e v e r a l  

s m a l l  c i t i e s  i n  A l a s k a  h a v e  e x p r e s s e d  a n  i n t e r e s t  o r  d e s i r e  i n  

d i s s o l v i n g  t h e i r  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  S t a t e  l a w s  p r o v i d e  

s t a n d a r d s  a n d  p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  d i s s o l u t i o n .  H o w e v e r ,  e x i s t i n g  

r e g u l a t i o n s  d o  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s  v o l u n t a r y  d i s s o l u t i o n  
o f  a c t i v e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .

E x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n s  o n l y  p e r t a i n  t c  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  
a  c o m m u n i t y  w h i c h  e f f e c t i v e l y  c e a s e s  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  a 

g o v e r n m e n t a l  e n t i t y .  S t a t e  s t a t u t e s  r e q u i r e  t h a t ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  

d i s s o l v e ,  a  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t  m u s t  b e  f r e e  o f  d e b t  a n d  m u s t  

c e a s e  t o  e x e r c i s e  i t s  m a n d a t o r y  p o w e r s  o r  i t  m u s t  b e  

d e t e r m i n e d  t o  n o  l o n g e r  m e e t  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  i n c o r p o r a t i o n .  

A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  t h a t  a l l  t h r e e  s t a n d a r d s  

m u s t  b e  m e t  i n  o r d e r  f o r  a  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t  t o  d i s s o l v e .

I n  1 9 8 4 ,  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  A k i a c h a k  i n i t i a t e d  
a p e t i t i o n  f o r  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  t h e i r  c i t y .  T h e  m a t t e r  w a s  

b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  t h e  A l a s k a  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  t w i c e  

( o n c e  u p o n  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n )  i n  1 9 8 5 .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d e n i e d  
t h e  p e t i t i o n  p r i n c i p a l l y  b e c a u s e  i t  f o u n d  t h a t  A k i a c h a k  f a i l e d  
t o  m e e t  t w o  o f  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  o f  d i s s o l u t i o n  o f  a m u n i c i p a l i t y :
(1) t h e  c o m m u n i t y  d i d  n o t  f a l l  b e l o w  t h e  m i n i m u m  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  

i n c o r p o r a t i o n ;  a n d  (2) t h e  c i t y  m u s t  c e a s e  f o r  t w o  o r  m o r e  

c o n s e c u t i v e  y e a r s  t o  e x e r c i s e  v i r t u a l l y  a n y  o f  i t s  m u n i c i p a l  

p o w e r s .  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  o f  A k i a c h a k  

c o n t i n u e d  t o  f u n c t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  ( e . g . ,  

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  g r a n t s ) . A k i a c h a k  h a s  a p p e a l e d  t h e  

C o m m i s s i o n ' s  d e c i s i o n  t o  t h e  S t a t e  S u p e r i o r  C o u r t .
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S e c t i o n  1 o f  t h i s  b i l l  a m e n d s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  b y  w h i c h  

t h e  L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  p e t i t i o n e d  b y  r e q u i r i n g  a 
p e t i t i o n  s i g n e d  b y  a  n u m b e r  o f  v o t e r s  o f  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

g r e a t e r  t h a n  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  v o t e s  c a s t  i n  t h e  
p r e v i o u s  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  i n  t h a t  c o m m u n i t y .

S e c t i o n  2 o f  t h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  p r o v i d e s  t h a t  t h e  
L o c a l  B o u n d a r y  C o m m i s s i o n  d e t e r m i n e s  w h e t h e r  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y  

m e e t s  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  d i s s o l u t i o n  a n d  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  i s  " i n  
t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  s t a t e . "

S e c t i o n  3 o f  t h i s  b i l l  e s t a b l i s h e s  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  p r o c e s s  f o r  d i s s o l u t i o n  b y  r e q u i r i n g  a p p r o v a l  b y  a  

n u m b e r  o f  v o t e r s  g r e a t e r  t h a n  5 0  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  

p e o p l e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e  i n  t h a t  m u n i c i p a l i t y .

T h e  a s s e t s  o f  t h e  d i s s o l v e d  m u n i c i p a l i t y  a r e  t o  b e  

d i s t r i b u t e d  e i t h e r  t o  a n o t h e r  m u n i c i p a l i t y  o r  t o  t h e  s t a t e .

I f  t h e  a s s e t s  a r e  a r e  t o  r e m a i n  w i t h i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t h e  

s t a t e  w o u l d  e n t e r  i n t o  c o n t r a c t s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  

a s s e t s  w i t h  a n y  p e r s o n  o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  a  n o n p r o f i t  

c o r p o r a t i o n  f o r m e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a w s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o r  a  N a t i v e  

c o u n c i l  ( I R A  o r  t r a d i t i o n a l )  f o r m e d  u n d e r  2 5  U . S . C .  4 7 6 .  T h e  

c o n t r a c t i n g  e n t i t y  w o u l d  b e  r e q u i r e d ,  u n d e r  e x i s t i n g  s t a t e  

r e g u l a t i o n s ,  t o  w a i v e  s o v e r e i g n  i m m u n i t y  ( if a p p l i c a b l e )  a n d  

b e  a c c o u n t a b l e  f o r  t h e  u s e  a n d  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  a s s e t s ,  w i t h  

a  p r o v i s i o n  i n  t h e  c o n t r a c t  t h a t :  (1) t h e  a s s e t s  b e  u s e d  f o r  a 

s p e c i f i e d  p u r p o s e ;  (2) t h e  a s s e t s  b e  u s e d  t o  p r o v i d e  s e r v i c e s  

t o  r e s i d e n t s  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  r a c e ,  c o l o r ,  c r e e d ,  r e l i g i o n ,  

o r  n a t i o n a l  o r i g i n ;  a n d  (3) t h e  c o n t r a c t i n g  e n t i t y  i s  l i a b l e  

f o r  c l a i m s  a r i s i n g  o u t  o f  t h e  u s e  o r  m a n a g e m e n t  o f  t h e  a s s e t s .

T h e  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e  p a s s e d  C S S B  5 0 ( C & R A )  
w i t h  a n  a m e n d m e n t  a n d  a  l e t t e r  o f  i n t e n t .  T h e  a m e n d m e n t  

a m e n d s  S e c .  2 9 . 0 6 . 5 1 0  p e r t a i n i n g  t o  d i s s o l u t i o n  e l e c t i o n s .

T h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  e l e c t i o n  c o u l d  n o t  b e  h e l d  b e t w e e n  M a y  1 a n d  

N o v e m b e r  1. T h i s  a m e n d m e n t  s e r v e s  t w o  p u r p o s e s :  (1) g i v e n

t h e  h i g h  s t a n d a r d  f o r  t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  e l e c t i o n  (a m a j o r i t y  o f  

t h e  n u m b e r  o f  r e g i s t e r e d  v o t e r s  i n  t h e  m u n i c i p a l i t y ) , i t  o f t e n  

w o u l d  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  t o  o b t a i n  a  t u r n o u t  l a r g e  e n o u g h  t o  

s a t i s f y  t h e  e l e c t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  b e c a u s e  o f  c o n f l i c t s  w i t h  
s u m m e r  e m p l o y m e n t  s u c h  a s  c a n n e r y ,  f i r e  f i g h t i n g ,  a n d  

c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  a n d  s u b s i s t e n c e  a c t i v i t i e s  i n  r u r a l  A l a s k a ;  a n d

(2) t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  e l e c t i o n  w o u l d  n o t  i n t e r f e r e  w i t h  t h e  

r e g u l a r  m u n i c i p a l  e l e c t i o n ;  t h a t  is, t h e  d i s s o l u t i o n  i s s u e  

w o u l d  b e  r e s o l v e d  l o n g  b e f o r e  t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  m u n i c i p a l  
e l e c t i o n .




