


SYNOPSIS AND ANALYSIS

OF

C S S B  4 1 1  (Res) "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s  in
s t a t e  parks, s t a t e  m a r i n e  parks, s t a t e  
w i l d l i f e  p r e s e r v e s ,  a n d  s t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  
ar e a s "

I t  is t h e  i n t e n t  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  
f i r e a r m s  w i l l  n o t  b e  p r o h i b i t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  a b o v e - l i s t e d  s t a t e  
p a r k  u n i t s ,  e x c e p t  w i t h i n  s t a t u t o r i a l l y - p r e s c r i b e d  areas.

S e c t i o n  1 p r o v i d e s  l e g i s l a t i v e  f i n d i n g s  t h a t  h u n t i n g  
a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  o t h e r  u s e s  in  t h e  p a r k  units; 
t h a t  d u e  t o  t h e  w i l d  a n d  r e m o t e  n a t u r e  of t h e  p a r k  areas, u s e  
o f  a f i r e a r m  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  p e r s o n a l  safety; a n d  t h a t  
t h e r e f o r e  a s t a t e w i d e  p o l i c y  a l l o w i n g  t h e  u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s  in 
t h e  p a r k  u n i t s  is in t h e  p u b l i c  inter e s t .

S e c t i o n  2, in s u b s e c t i o n  (a) r e p e a l s  a n d  r e e n a c t s  A S  
4 1 . 2 1 . 0 2 2  t o  s a y  t h a t  t h e  d i s c h a r g e  o f  f i r e a r m s  is p e r m i t t e d  
in  t h e  p a r k  u n i t s  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  
r e s o u r c e s  m a y  r e g u l a t e  t h e i r  u s e  w i t h i n  1/2 m i l e  of c e r t a i n  
h i g h  t r a f f i c  a r e a s  in t h e  p a r k  units, a n d  l i s t s  t h o s e  areas.

S u b s e c t i o n  (b) of s e c t i o n  2 a l l o w s  t h e  u s e  a n y w h e r e  
w i t h i n  a p a r k  u n i t  o f  a l e g a l l y  p o s s e s s e d  w e a p o n  in d e f e n s e  of 
life.
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T o S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  
C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s

F r o m S e n a t o r  K e n  F a n n i n g

S u b j e c t :  S B  4 1 1  - F i r e a r m s  p o l i c y  in s t a t e  p a r k s

W i t h  t h e  e n a c t m e n t  o f  A N I L C A  a n d  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  a n d / o r  
e x p a n s i o n  o f  A l a s k a ' s  N a t i o n a l  P a r k s ,  h u n t e r s  i n  A l a s k a  n o w  

h a v e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  3 2 . 4  m i l l i o n  f e w e r  a c r e s  o f  l a n d  o n  w h i c h  
t h e y  c a n  h u n t .  O n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  n e a r l y  10% 
o f  a l l  l a n d s  i n  A l a s k a  h a v e  b e e n  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  m a y  
w i s h  t o  a v o i d  h u n t e r s  a n d  t h e i r  a c t i v i t i e s .

B e c a u s e  o f  t h e s e  h u g e  l o s s e s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  o f  p r i m e  a r e a s  f o r  
b i g  g a m e ,  i t  is v i t a l  t h a t  w e  k e e p  o u r  s t a t e  p a r k s  o p e n  t o  
h u n t i n g  s o  t h a t  t h e  o v e r a l l  i m p a c t  t o  g a m e  s p e c i e s  i s  s p r e a d  
o u t  a s  m u c h  a s  p o s s i b l e ,  a n d  c o n f l i c t s  o n  p r i v a t e  l a n d s  a r e  
k e p t  t o  a m i n i m u m .

H o w e v e r ,  i t  s e e m s  l a t e l y  t o  h a v e  b e c o m e  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  p o l i c y ,  
a t  o n e  l e v e l  o r  a n o t h e r ,  t o  e a s e  h u n t i n g  o u t  o f  o u r  s t a t e  
p a r k s .  I n  C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  a l o n e ,  t h o u s a n d s  o f  a c r e s  o f  
p r i m e  h u n t i n g  l a n d s  h a v e  b e e n  d e c l a r e d  o f f  l i m i t s  t o  f i r e a r m  
u s e  t h r o u g h  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p a r k s  (11 
A A C  2 0 . 0 1 0 ) .  I n  s m a l l  s p e c i f i c  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  w h e r e  
t h e r e  i s  a h i g h  v i s i t o r  u s e  d u r i n g  s u m m e r  m o n t h s ,  t h e  s a f e t y  
t o  t h e  p u b l i c  m a y  d i c t a t e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s ;  
h o w e v e r ,  i n  m o s t  o f  t h e  d r a i n a g e s  n o w  e n t i r e l y  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  
u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s  ( e v e n  f o r  p e r s o n a l  p r o t e c t i o n  f r o m  b e a r s ) , 
t h e r e  is a b s o l u t e l y  n o  l e g i t i m a t e  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  
p r o h i b i t i o n ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r i n g  t h e  f a l l  h u n t i n g  s e a s o n .

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  r e c o r d s  v e r i f y  t h a t  t h e r e  is a 
v e r y  h i g h  d e n s i t y  o f  m a t u r e  D a l i  s h e e p  in t h e s e  a r e a s  of 
C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k ,  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  b i g  g a m e  s p e c i e s .  I n  
f a c t ,  t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  c l o s e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  
s h e e p  r a n g e  a r e  a t  n e a r  m a x i m u m  u s e .  W i t h  t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  
p a r k s  s t o p p a g e  o f  a n n u a l  b i g  g a m e  h a r v e s t  i n  t h e s e  a r e a s ,  t h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  h a s  l o s t  t h e  o n l y  t o o l  a v a i l a b l e  
t o  k e e p  p o p u l a t i o n s  a n d  s e x  r a t i o s  in b a l a n c e .



S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b e r s  
S B  411 - F i r e a r m s  in p a r k s  p o l i c y  
P a g e  2

P e r h a p s  no o t h e r  s i n g l e  s t a t e  p a r k  in A l a s k a  m o r e  g r a p h i c a l l y  
d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h e  n e e d  for a l e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e  r e g a r d i n g  
f i r e a r m s  p o l i c y  t h a n  Chugach. F o r  d ecades, h u n t i n g  a n d  
n o n - c o n s u m p t i v e  a c t i v i t i e s  c o - e x i s t e d  h a n d  in h a n d  w i t h  n o  
c o n f l i c t s .  T h e n  w h a t  b e g a n  w i t h  m o d e s t  c l o s u r e s  in a r e a s  of 
h i g h  u s e  g r e w  i n t o  a n  a p p a r e n t  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  L e g i s l a t i v e  
p o l i c y  (AS 4 1 . 2 1 . 1 2 4 ) ,  as e n t i r e  d r a i n a g e s  w e r e  c l o s e d  t o  the 
u s e  of firearms. N o w  t h a t  t h i s  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  t r e n d  is 
e s t a b l i s h e d ,  in l i e u  of L e g i s l a t i v e  d i r e c t i v e s  t o  t h e  
c o n t r a r y ,  c l o s u r e s  i n  o t h e r  s t a t e  p a r k s  are a l m o s t  s u r e  t o  
follow. W i t h  t r e s p a s s  i n c u r s i o n s  e s c a l a t i n g  on  N a t i v e  lands, 
s t a t e  p a r k  h u n t i n g  c l o s u r e s  c a n  o n l y  e x a c e r b a t e  t h e  
d i f f i c u l t i e s .

It is, indeed, t i m e  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  to r e a f f i r m  p u b l i c  
p o l i c y  in o u r  s t a t e  parks, a n d  p r o v i d e  for all m u l t i p l e  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  u s e s  w i t h  a f i r e a r m  s a f e t y  f a c t o r  b a s e d  on  r e a s o n  
a n d  fairn e s s .

T h e  o n l y  c h a n g e  m a d e  b y  t h e  R e s o u r c e s  C o m m i t t e e  w a s  t o  p a g e  1, 
l i n e  25, w h e r e  1/4 m i l e  w a s  i n c r e a s e d  t o  1/2 m ile, g i v i n g  the 
d e p a r t m e n t  a w i d e r  c o r r i d o r  t o  c l o s e  a r o u n d  h i g h  t r a f f i c  a r e a s  
in t h e  parks.

O n e  t e c h n i c a l  c h a n g e  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  m i g h t  c o n s i d e r  m a k i n g ,  and 
w h i c h  i s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o f  f i s h  a n d  g a m e  a n a l y s i s  of 
t h e  bill, is to c h a n g e  t h e  w o r d s  ,,p r e s e r v e ,, o r  " p r e s e r v e s "  to 
" r e f u g e "  o r  " r e f u g e s "  in all o f  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  o c c u r r e n c e s  
(page 1, l i n e s  7, 12, a n d  23, a n d  p a g e  2, l i n e  9).
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S e n a t o r  R i c k  Hal f o r d ,  C o - C h a i r  
S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  on F i n a n c e  
P.O. B o x  V  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  S e n a t o r  H alford:

S e n a t e  b i l l  411, r e l a t i n g  to  t h e  u s e  of  f i r e a r m s  in s t a t e  
parks, e t c . , h a s  b e e n  r e f e r r e d  to t h e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h e r e  
it n o w  a w a i t s  h e a r i n g .  I w o u l d  t a k e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to a s k  
t h a t  y o u  s c h e d u l e  t h e  b i l l  at y o u r  e a r l i e s t  a v a i l a b l e  time, so 
t h a t  t h e  S e n a t e  m a y  c o n s i d e r  it.

B y  w a y  of s ummary, t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  s i m p l y  r e s t a t e  the 
L e g i s l a t u r e ' s  p o l i c y  t h a t  t h e  u s e  o f  f i r e a r m s  is c o m p a t i b l e  
w i t h  t h e  p u r p o s e  of o u r  s t a t e  parks, e x c e p t  t h a t  the 
c o m m i s s i o n e r  of D N R  c a n  r e s t r i c t  t h e i r  u s e  w i t h i n  1/2 m i l e  of 
c e r t a i n  d e v e l o p e d  a r e a s  o f  t h e  parks. A s  y o u  a r e  no d o u b t  
aware, t h e  d i v i s i o n  o f  p a r k s  h a s  u s e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  l a n g u a g e  in 
s t a t u t e  t o  j u s t i f y  c l o s i n g  m a s s i v e  a r e a s  of C h u g a c h  S t a t e  P a r k  
t o  hu n t i n g ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  i m p a c t  s u c h  a c l o s i n g  is h a v i n g  on 
g a m e  m a n a g m e n t .  M u c h  of t h e  w i l d l i f e  w i t h i n  t h e  c l o s e d  a r e a s  
h a s  r e a c h e d  o r  s u r p a s s e d  t h e  c a r r y i n g  c a p a c i t y  o f  t h e  h a b i t a t  
it o c c u p i e s ,  m a i n l y  b e c a u s e  h a r v e s t i n g  b y  h u n t e r s  h a s  b e e n  
s t o p p e d .

I r e a l i z e  t i m e  is g e t t i n g  s h o r t  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  
b i l l  in t h e  House, b u t  I c o n s i d e r  t h e  i s s u e  i m p o r t a n t  e n o u g h  
t o  p a s s  t h e  b i l l  on t o  t h a t  body.

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  e x p e d i t i o u s  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h i s  
r e q u e s t ,  a n d  of S B  411.

B e s t  regards^ )

S e n a t o r  K e n  F a n n i n g

K F / j w m



Register 98, July 1986 SOURCES
I

11 AAC 18.200
11 AAC 20.010

and outdoor recreation, Department of Natural 
Resources: CHAPTER 20.

STATE PARK LAND AND WATER
(8) “ permit”  means a written authorization 

to engage in uses or activities that are otherwise 
prohibited or restricted;

Article
(11 AAC 20 .010-11 AAC 20.050) 

2. Kachemak Bay State Park
1. Chugach State Park

(9) “ state park”  means any land or water 
managed by the division. (Eff. 1/13/73, Reg. 44; (11 AAC 20.100-11 AAC 20.120)

3. Kachemak Bay State Wilderness Parkam 5/11/85, Reg. 94) (11 AAC 20.200-11 AAC 20.220) 
4. Wood-Tikchik State ParkAuthority: AS 41.21.020 

AS 41.21.040 
AS 41.21.955 (11 AAC 20.300-11 AAC 20.390) 

5. Denali State Park
(11 AAC 20.400-11 AAC 20.430)

6 . Caines Head State Recreation Area 
(11 AAC 20.440-11 AAC 20.450)

7. Chena River State Recreational Area 
(11 AAC 20.460-11 AAC 20.485)

8 . Quartz Lake State Recreation Area 
(11 AAC 20.500-11 AAC 20.520)

9. Nancy Lake State Recreation Area 
(11 AAC 20.540-11 AAC 20.555)

10. Captain Cook State Recreation Area 
(11 AAC 20.600-11 AAC 20.620)

11. Chilkat State Park
(11 AAC 20.650-11 AAC 20.665)

12. Alaska Marine Parks
(11 AAC 20.750-11 AAC 20.765)

13. Shuyak Island State Park
(11 AAC 20.800-11 AAC 20.810)

14. Kenai River Special Management Area 
(11 AAC 20.850-11 AAC 20.870)

15. Special Provisions
(11 AAC 20.905-11 AAC 20.990)

ARTICLE 1.
CHUGACH STATE PARK

Section 
10. Use of weapons 
20. Off-highway vehicles 
20. Aircraft 
25. Power boats 
30. Horses 
35. Campfires 
40. Snow vehicles 
45. Recreational gold panning 
50. Bicycles
I I  AAC 20.010. USE OF WEAPONS, (a)

E xcep t as p rov ided  by (b) o f  th is sec tio n , th e  
, use and  d ischarge o f  a w eapon  for th e  p u rpo se  
V- o f  law fu l h u n tin g  o r  tra p p in g  is a llow ed  in

11-15
/ ? R > 0 c M * r o M S



Register 98, July 1986 NATURAL RESOURCES 11 AAC 20.010
11 AAC 20.030

Chugach State Park, except within one-half mile 
o f a developed facility.

f (b) The use ar.d discharge o f a firearm is pro­
hibited within the following drainages:

( I )  Eklutna River excluding the east fork of 
Eklutna River and Thunderbird Creek above 
Thunderbird Falls;

' (2) Eagle River and all tributary drainages
V downstream from the gorge located at the south- 
| west comer of Section 24. T13N, R1E, S.M.;
/ (3) all forks o f Campbell Creek:I %

(4) Rabbit Creek:
(5) McHugh Creek; and
(6) Rainbow Creek. (Eff. 1/16/74, Reg. 48; 

am 8/11/80, Reg. 75; am 5/11/85, Reg. 94) 
Authority: AS 41.21.020 AS 41.21.040

AS41.21.022 AS 41.21.121
11 AAC 20.015. OFF-HIGHWAY VEHICLES.

(a) The use of off-highway vehicles is allowed in 
Chugach State Park only on Eklutna Lake Road 
and logging trails in Bird Creek Valley.
(b) No person may operate an off-highway ve­

hicle from 12:01 a.m. Thursday through 11:59 
p.m. Saturday on Eklutna Lake Road. (Eff. 
5/11/85, Reg. 94)

Authority: AS 41.21.020 
AS 41.21.040 
AS 41.21.121

11 AAC 20.020. AIRCRAFT, (a) Except as 
provided by (b) o f this section, the use o f air­
craft is allowed in Chugach State Park on

(1) Bold airstrip located at the inlet o f 
Eklutna Lake;

(2) Mirror Lake; and
(3) Eklutna Lake.

(b) The use of aircraft for the purpose o f

practice landing is prohibited. (Eff. 5/11/85, 
Reg. 94)

Authority: AS 41.21.020 
AS41.21.040 
AS 41.21.121

11 AAC 20.025. POWER BOATS. The use o f 
power boats is allowed in Chugach State Park on 
Eklutna Lake. (Eff. 5/11/85, Reg. 94)

Authority: AS 41.21.020 
AS 41.21.040 
AS41.21.12l

11 AAC 20.030. HORSES, (a) The use o f 
horses, mules, and burros is allowed in Chugach 
State Park, except for

(1) designated campgrounds, swim beaches, 
and picnic areas;

(2) the Eagle River Valley from Crow Pass to 
the Eagle River Visitor Center, except by per­
mit from the director under 11 AAC 18.010;

(3) Meadow Creek Drainage;
(4) the Old Johnson Trail from Potter to 

Indian;
(5) Section 29, T12N, R2W, S.M., west o f 

the powerline easement, except that one trail 
between the powerline easement and the Glen 
Alps parking lot will be designated for summer 
use o f horses;

(6) Flattop Mountain Trails; and
(7) all trails in the Hillside Trail System 

(North Fork o f Campbell Creek to and including 
Rabbit Creek), which may be closed seasonally 
to horse use to control break-up problems and 
use conflicts with ski trails.
(b) The use o f horses, mules, and burros is 

subject to the following conditions:
(1) groups using 10 or more animals must 

obtain authorization from the director under 
11 AAC 18.010 before entering the state park;

(2) tethering horses, inulcs. or burros within 
100 feet o f fresh water is prohibited;



Register 99, October 1986 NATURAL RESOURCES

*

(10) “ state park land”  means the state land 
managed by the division and designated for use 
as public recreation land and includes waysides, 
recreation areas, parks and historic sites;

(11) “ state park”  means any land or water 
managed by the division;

(12) “ vehicle”  means any device for carry­
ing persons or objects over land, water, or 
through the air, including automobiles, snow- 
machines, bicycles, off-road vehicles, motorized, 
boats, and aircraft;

(13) “ firearm”  includes a pistol, rifle, 
shotgun, revolver, mechanical, gas, or air- 
operated gun;

(14) “ weapon”  includes a bow and arrow, 
slingshot, crossbow, or firearm;

(15) “ developed facility”  includes a boat 
ramp, campground, picnic area, rest area, visitor 
information center, swim beach, trailhead, road, 
parking area, or developed ski area;

(16) “ stationary gear”  means gear set from or 
retrieved to the shore above mean low tide, or 
operated on the shore between mean low and 
high tide, including set gill nets and beach seines. 
(Eff. 8/1/68, Reg. 27; am 1/13/73, Reg. 44; am 
5/11/85, Reg. 94; am 8/10/86, Reg. 99)

Authority: AS 41.21.020 
AS 41.21.040 
AS 41.21.955

11-6.5



§ 41.21.022 Alaska Statutes S upplement § 41.21.022

compatible use within a state park or recreational area. (§ 2 ch 158 
SLA 1959; am § 1 ch 233 SLA 1970; am § 3 ch 30 SLA 1981; am §§ 1, 
2 ch 78 SLA 1981; am § 1 ch 16 SLA 1984; am § 40 ch 106 SLA 1986)

R e v is e r ’s  n o te s .  — In  subsection  (b) o f 
th is  section, th e  ph rase  "a  com patib le use” 
was su b s titu ted  for th e  w ord "com patib le” 
in  1984 to correct a  m an ifest e rro r  o f  om is­
sion.

E ffe c t  o f  a m e n d m e n ts .  — T h e  1984 
am en d m en t added subsection (b).

T he 1986 am endm en t, effective J a n u ­
a ry  1, 1988, added "co n trac ting  fo r im ­
provem en t and  developm ent u n d e r  th is  
p a rag ra p h  is governed by AS 36.30 (S ta te  
P rocurem en t Code)" a t  th e  end o f  p a ra ­
g rap h  (5) o f subsection (a).

E d i to r ’s  n o te s . — P rio r to  J a n u a ry  1, 
1988, subsection  (a) reads a s  follows: "(a) 
T h e  D ep artm en t o f  N a tu ra l Resources 
sh a ll

"(1) develop a  con tinu ing  p lan  for the 
conservation  and m axim um  use in  the  
pub lic  in te re s t  o f th e  scenic, h istoric , 
archaeologic, scientific, biological, and 
rec rea tio n a l resources of th e  sta te ;

"(2) p la n  for an d  develop a  system  of 
s ta te  p a rk s  and  recreatio n al facilities, to 
be  estab lished  a s  th e  leg is la tu re  a u th o ­
rizes  an d  directs;

"(3) acq u ire  by g ift, purchase, o r t r a n s ­
fe r  from s ta te  o r federal agencies, o r  from  
in d iv id u a ls , corporations, p a r tn e rsh ip s  or 
associations, land necessary, su itab le  and  
p ro p er for roadside, picnic, rec rea tio n a l o r 
p a rk  purposes;

"(4) contro l, develop and m ain ta in  s ta te  
p a rk s  and  recreatio n al areas;

"(5) provide for th e  acquisition , care , 
con tro l, superv ision , im provem ent, devel­
opm ent, ex tension  an d  m ain ten an ce  o f 
p ub lic  recreational lan d , and m ake  neces­
sa ry  a rran g em en ts , con tracts o r  com m it­
m en ts  for th e  im provem ent a n d  develop­

m en t o f land acquired  u n d e r  AS 41.21.010 
— 41.21.040;

"(6) adopt, in  accordance w ith  th is  sec­
tion  a n d  the  A dm in istra tive  Procedure 
Act (AS 44.62), reg u la tions governing th e  
use an d  d esignating  incom patib le uses 
w ith in  th e  boundaries o f  s ta te  p a rk  and 
recreational a re a s  to p ro tec t th e  p roperty  
and  to  preserve th e  peace;

"(7) cooperate w ith th e  U nited  S ta tes 
and  its  agencies and  local subdivisions o f 
th e  s ta te  to secu re  th e  effective superv i­
sion, im provem ent, developm ent, exten­
sion, an d  m ain tenance  of s ta te  parks, 
s ta te  m onum ents, s ta te  h isto rical areas, 
an d  s ta te  recreational a rea s , an d  secure 
ag reem en ts  o r con tracts for the  purpose of 
AS 41.21.010 — 41.21.040;

"(8) encourage th e  o rganization  o f s ta te  
public  p a rk  and recreational activ ities  in 
th e  local political subdivisions o f the  
s ta te ;

"(9) provide for consu lting  service de­
signed  to develop local p a rk  and recre­
a tio n  facilities a n d  program s;

"(10) provide c learing-house services 
fo r o th er s ta te  agencies concerned w ith  
p a rk  and recreatio n  m atte rs ; and

"(11) perform  o th e r  d u ties a s  a re  pre­
scribed by executive order o r by law ,

"(12) m ain ta in  m em orials to A laska  
v e te ran s  located in  s ta te  p arks;

"(13) adopt, in  accordance w ith  th e  Ad­
m in is tra tiv e  P rocedure Act (AS 44.62), 
reg u la tio n s govern ing  th e  use o f th e  
C h en a  R iver S ta te  R ecreation A rea and 
d esig n a tin g  incom patible uses w ith in  the  
boundaries o f  th e  C hena  R iver S ta te  Rec­
rea tio n  A rea in accordance w ith AS 
41.21.490."

Sec. 41.21.022. Discharge o f firearms. The discharge of firearms 
during lawful hunting, trapping, and fishing is permitted within the 
boundaries of: (1) Caines Head State Recreation Area; (2) Chena River 
State Recreation Area; (3) Chugach State Park; (4) Denali State Park;
(5) Kachemak Bay State Park; (6) Kachemak Bay State Wilderness 
Park; (7) Marine Parks established in AS 41.21.300 — 41.21.306; (8) 
Quartz Lake State Recreation Area; and (9) Wood-Tikchik State Park, 
except that all or part of a state park, marine park, wildlife preserve, 
or recreation area may be closed to the discharge of firearms by regu­
lations adopted by the department for purposes of public safety or,
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with the concurrence of the Board of Game, for limited areas of 
Chugach State Park for public display of local wildlife under AS 
41.21.121. (§ 1 ch 126 SLA 1984)

Sec. 41.21.026. Fees for the use o f state park system facilities,
(a) The department may charge or collect a fee in a park unit for

(1) rental of public use cabins or other overnight lodgings;
(2) overnight use of a developed campsite;
(3 ) special park use permits;
(4) competitive and exclusive commercial use permits;
(5) noncompetitive and nonexclusive commercial use permits;
(6) use of a sewage holding tank dump station;
(7) guided tours of historic sites; and
(8) use of an improved boat ramp in a park facility developed princi­

pally for boat launching.
(b) The department may not charge or collect a fee for an ordinary 

use of a park unit or the use of a restroom in a park unit.
(c) The department shall establish the fees that may be charged or 

collected under (a) of this section by regulation. Before setting the 
fees, the department shall consider at public hearings

(1) the cost to the state of operating the facility or managing the 
activity;

(2) the normal fees charged for similar facilities or activities by 
governmental and nongovernmental entities;

(3 ) the cost of administering a fee collection program for the facility 
or activity; and

(4) the public interest.
(d) In this section, "developed campsite” means a campsite having 

access to the following public facilities:
(1) restrooms;
(2) a picnic table;
(3 ) an outdoor cooking facility; and
(4) an approved water source. (§ 1 ch 89 SLA 1987)
Effective dates. —  Section 5, ch. 89, SLA 1987 provides th a t regulations exist-

SLA 1987, makes this section effective ing on June 18, 1987 that are otherwise
June 18, 1987, in accordance with AS applicable to user fees remain in effect
01.10.070(c). until regulations are adopted under (c) of

E d ito r’s notes. —  Section 4, ch. 89, this section.

Sec. 41.21.027. Concession contracts in the state park system,
(a) Subject to the restrictions in this section, the state may enter into 
concession contracts under AS 3 6  to provide services or construct facil­
ities in a park unit.

(b) The state may not enter into a concession contract under (a) of 
this section if the proposed contract involves estimated annual gross 
receipts of more than $100,000, construction of facilities, a term Ion-
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1 IN THE SENATE BY THE RESOURCES COMMITTEE 

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 411 (Resources)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION 

A  BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the use of firearms in state

parks, state marine parks, state wildlife preserves, 

and state recreation areas."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The legislature finds that lawful

11 hunting activities, when conducted safely, are compatible with other public

12 uses in state parks, state marine parks, state wildlife preserves, and

13 state recreation areas. The legislature further recognizes that because of

14 the wild and remote nature of many state parks and recreation areas, the

15 possession and use of a firearm may be necessary to personal safety. The

16 legislature therefore finds that a statewide policy regarding the use of

17 firearms in state parks, state marine parks, state wildlife refuges, and

18 state recreation areas is in the public interest.

19 * Sec. 2. AS 41.21.022 is repealed and reenacted to read:

20 Sec. 41.21.022. DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS. (a) The discharge of

21 firearms during lawful hunting, trapping, and fishing is permitted

22 within the boundaries of a state park, state marine park, state wild-

23 life preserve, or state recreation area except that the commissioner

24 may regulate the use of a firearm or other weapon for reasons of

25 public safety within one-half mile of the following areas if the areas

26 are posted:

27 (1) a trail head;

28 (2) a boat launch;

29 (3) an improved camp site;

SB04llb -1- CSSB 411(Res)



(4) a  v i s i t o r  c e n t e r ;

(5) a p i c n i c  a r e a ;

(6) a p u b l i c  u s e  c a b i n ;

(7) a  h ig hw a y  w a y s i d e ;

(8) a  l o o k o u t  o n  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r a i l  s y s t e m ;  o r

(9) a p a r k i n g  a r e a .
(b) T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  p r o h i b i t  t h e  u s e  o f  a  f i r e a r m  o r  o t h e r  

l e g a l l y  p o s s e s s e d  w eapon  i n  d e f e n s e  o f  l i f e  a n yw h e r e  w i t h i n  a  s t a t e  

p a r k ,  s t a t e  m a r i n e  p a r k ,  s t a t e  w i l d l i f e  p r e s e r v e ,  o r  s t a t e  r e c r e a t i o n  

a r e a .

CSSB 411(Res) -2 - SB0411b



BY FANNING, FAIKS, FAHRENKAMP, 
FISCHER, ABOOD, KELLY, RODEY

1 IN THE SENATE AND COGHILL

2 SENATE BILL NO. 411

3 IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

4 FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

5 A  BILL

6 For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to the use of firearms in state

7 parks, state marine parks, state wildlife preserves,

8 and state recreation areas."

9 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

10 * Section 1. LEGISLATIVE FINDINGS. The legislature finds that lawful

11 hunting activities, when conducted safely, are compatible with other public

12 uses in st-ate parks, state marine parks, state wildlife preserves, and

13 state recreation areas. The legislature further recognizes that because of

14 the wild and remote nature of many state parks and recreation areas, the

15 possession and use of a firearm may be necessary to personal safety. The

16 legislature therefore finds that a statewide policy regarding the use of

17 firearms in state parks, state marine parks, state wildlife refuges, and

18 state recreation areas is in the public interest.

19 * Sec. 2. AS 41.21.022 is repealed and reenacted to read:

20 Sec. 41.21.022. DISCHARGE OF FIREARMS. (a) The discharge of

21 firearms during lawful hunting, trapping, and fishing is permitted

22 within the boundaries of a state park, state marine park, state wild-

23 life preserve, cr state recreation area except that the commissioner

24 may regulate the use of a firearm or other weapon for reasons of

25 public safety within one-quarter mile of the following areas if the

26 areas are posted:

27 (1) a trail head;

28 (2) a boat launch;

29 (3) an improved camp site;
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(4) a visitor center;

(5) a picnic area;

(6) a public use cabin;

(7) a highway wayside;

(8) a lookout on an established trail system; or

(9) a parking area.

(b) This section does not prohibit the use of a firearm or other 

legally possessed weapon in defense of life anywhere within a state 

park, state marine park, state wildlife preserve, or state recreation 

area.

SB 411 - 2 - SB04lla
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