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Introduced: A/10/87Referred: Health , Education &Socia l Services and Finance
5-0959A

BY BOYER, DAVIDSON, FRANK, 
IN THE H O U S E  ICOPONEN, SUND AND MENARD

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOL UT IO N  NO. 20 am

IN THE L EG IS L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L A S K A

F IF TEENTH L EG IS LA TU RE  - FIRST SESSION

Relating to an Interim Commission on the

Status of H e al th  Care and the Health

Care Industry In Alaska.

BE IT RESOLVED B Y  T HE LE GISLATURE OF T H E  STATE OF ALASKA:

WHER E AS  the ulti ma t e goal of the h e al th  care s ystem is to serve the

public interest, individually and collectively; and

WHER EA S the public interest includes a societal obligation to improve

access to h e a l t h  care services for those who face social, cultural, and

financial barriers to adequate health care; and

WHER EA S man}' factors have contributed to rapid dynamic change in the

ac cessibility and the cost of he alth care in the state such as changing

technology, development of n e w  l on g-term care facilities, including Alaska

Pioneers' Homes, and re placement and renovation of older hospitals; and

WHEREAS the state's declining economy is contributing to an increased

demand for assistance u n d e r  M e d ic ai d  and the general relief medical program

and is h a v i n g  an unk n ow n effect on access to healt h  care; and

WHEREAS the cost of m e d ic al  care in the state is increasing at a rate

higher than the inflation rate and the cost of acute care and long-term

facilities increased even more rapidly in the past four years; and

WHEREAS the rates charged for nursing homes in the state are two and

one-half times the nat io na l average; and

WHEREAS state funding for the catastrophic illness assistance program

was eliminated in fiscal year 1986; and

WHE RE AS  the general relie f medi ca l p r o gr a m in the state was cut by 40

percent in fiscal year 1987, el iminating all but the most critical medical
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services for about 5,000 Alaskans; and

WHE RE AS  the state participates in only about one-half of the options 

available under the M e d i c a i d  Program; and

WHEREAS a b a l a n c e  b e t w e e n  public and private sector involvement is 

essential to the m a in t en an ce  of an effective health care system;

BE IT R E S O L VE D that the A l a s k a  State Legislature respectfully requests 

the Governor to establish an Interim Commission on the Status of Health 

Care and the Health Care Industry in Alaska to examine the causes of i n­

creasing he alth care costs, to r ev ie w laws and regulations relating to 

health care in the state, to r e v i e w  the efforts of other states to contain 

health care and medi ca l costs, and to mak e recommendations regarding l eg is­

lation or regulations w h i c h  m a y  be ne ce s sa ry  to reduce the cost of health 

care and to increase the effectiveness of h e al th  care delivery systems to 

the residents of the state, especially the indigent; and be it

F U R TH ER  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully r e­

quests the Go ve rn or  to appoint the commissioner of health and social s e r­

vices, one m e m b e r  of the finance committee and one m e m b e r  of the health, 

education and social services committee of each house of the Legislature, 

and six members of the public knowledgeable in or experienced w i t h  the 

provision of h e al th  care services in the state to constitute the interim 

commission; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully r e­

quests the Gove rn or  to appoint the members of the interim commission by 

July 1, 1987, and to direct the interim commission to submit a report of 

its findings and proposals for legislation or regulations to the Governor 

and the Legis l at ur e by January 15, 1988; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature respectfully r e­

quests the Governor to fund the operations of the interim commission by 

appropriations and by private donations; and be it 
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F U R T H E R  R ESOLVED that the Alas ka  State Legislature respectfully r e­

quests the Legislative Council to provide the administrative and legal 

services of the Legislative Affairs A gency to assist the interim commission 

in its work.
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The d e p a r tm e n t  e x p e c t s  t h a t  th e  c o s t  o f  t h e  Comm ission w i l l  t o t a l  
a p p r o x im a t e l y  $ 1 1 5 , 0 0 0 .  The p r o p o s e d  House Budget i n c l u d e s  fu n d s  t o  
c o v e r  t h e s e  c o s t s .

M ed ica l A s s i s t a n c e  A d m in i s t r a t i o n

$ 8 0 . 0  G .F .
$ 3 5 . 0  G i f t s

The g e n e r a l  f u n d s  w i l l  be  used  f o r  t h r e e  p r im a r y  p u r p o s e s :

a )  t r a v e l  f o r  t h e  e l e v e n  member com m iss ion  ( a p p r o x im a t e l y  £ 5 6 , 0 0 0  
f o r  8  m e e t i n g s )  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  A n ch o ra g e ,  and J u n e a u ;

b ) s p e c i a l i z e d  r e s e a r c h  t o  h e lp  com m iss ion  members g a t h e r  
s t a t e w id e  o r  n a t i o n a l  d a ta  n e c e s s a r y  t o  make re com m enda t ion s  
f o r  p o l i c y  m ake rs  i n  t h i s  comp lex  a r e a ;  and

c )  r e p o r t  p r e p a r a t i o n ,  p r i n t i n g  and d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  i n f o rm a t i o n  
g a t h e r e d  and a n a l y z e d .  The re com m enda t ion s  made w i l l  be o f  
v a l u e  t o  h e a l t h  c a r e  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and p u b l i c  p o l i c y  m akers  
f o r  y e a r s  t o  come. T h e r e f o r e ,  i t  i s  im p o r t a n t  t o  w r i t e ,  e d i t  
and p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  r e p o r t  th e  c om m is s io n 's  a c t i v i t i e s  and 
f i n d i n g s .

The d e p a r tm e n t  has a l s o  s o l i c i t e d  p r i v a t e  fu n d s  t o  h e lp  o f f s e t  th e  c o s t  
o f  t h i s  e f f o r t  t o  t h e  S t a t e .  D o n a t io n s  o f  up t o  $ 3 5 , 0 0 0  c o u ld  be 
r e c e i v e d  f o r  t h i s  e f f o r t .  These fu n d s  w ou ld  be used t o  o f f s e t  th e  c o s t s  
f o r  m ee t in g  s p a c e ,  t r a v e l  f o r  com m iss ion  members and r e p o r t  p r e p a r a t i o n .  
I f  any o r  a l l  o f  t h e s e  fu n d s  become a r e a l i t y ,  p r e v i o u s l y  budge ted  
g e n e r a l  fu n d s  w i l l  b e ' r e p rog ram m ed  t o  b e e f  up s p e c i a l i z e d  r e s e a r c h  
e f f o r t s .

Page 2 o f 2



„  :_____________
.

.•

p  ■ SI . . : - .■• ■ ■ ft • ■ v- ■

k M  ■ ■ * ' : i ' ■ ■ n  ■ ' ■■ ■ . ■ '
■

• ■ .. i ■ i . ■ •• •• • «?> < ■ - . -

. ■ • . . - - ■ ; ■ ■ ' \ • ;■ f
■.I ■. • vi■ ,s ' l. ' •. ..

.

- ' • "i 
'■ - • ' ' \*

■ • • \



m mjv_________ _

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE HISTORY IN THE HOUSE HISTORY IN THE HOUSE
 • ■ ___

Read f irs ttim e  an<J/rcferred 
to C om m ittee on .

Legislature FIRST. Session Read first time and referred 
to C om m ittee on

H E S S  A N D  FINAN CE

Received from Senate

CONCURRENT 

H OUSE .RESOLUTION, n o . .20
C oncurred  in Senate am endm ent 
thus adopting:

VOTE
. • • 

Reported back with 
recom m endation tha tBy B O Y E R , . D A V I D S O N , . F R A N B  

NET S UN D  . M E N A R D
Failed to  concur in S enate am end 
m ent; asked Senate to recede 

V O T E

Senate receded from am endm ent 
V O TE

Senate failed to recede from 
am endm ent 

V O TE
Read second time and

C C  appointed by H ouse

p-.ntf a Aias* j  t>r v<«c* Pubiitmne Cotoj«*

Relating to an I n t e r i m  Comniisiioi 
arP the States of H e a l t h  Care and 
the. H ea l th  Care I ndustry in 
Alapk-a.

Introduced in the H ouse . A /1.0. , 19 87.

0

Reported back w ith  
recom m endation tha t

" j \ _ tf JUypasL*' j

ty'?/ ft- Pa

Read second time and

Read third tiip ea n d

/

PASSED Effective D ate
Yeas 3 ^ Yeas /
N ays S' N a ¥
Excused ! Excused
A bsent £ ' A bsent

Reconsideration
Reconsideration no t taken up

PASSED Effective D ate
Yeas Yeas
Nays Nays
Excused Excused
A bsent A bsent

Reported correctly engrossed

CHIEF CLERK OF THE HOUSE

Read third tim e and

PASSED
Yeas
Nays
Excused
A bsent

Effective Date
Yeas
Nays
Excused
A bsent

Reconsideration 
Reconsideration not taken up

PASSED
Yeas
Nays
Excused
A bsent

Effective Date
Yeas
Nays
Excused
A bsent

Reported correctly engrossed 
Signed by President 
R eturned to H ouse

SECRETARY OF THE SENATE

C C  appointed by Senate

C C  adopted by H ouse 
V O TE

C C  adopted by Senate 
V O TE

To enrolling
Reported correctly enrolled 
Sent to G overnor

..................................... by G overnor

Filed w ith  Lt. G overnor

C hapter N o ....................................




