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Original sponsors* Herrmann and Sund

IN THE HOUSE
BY THE COMMUNITY AND REGIONAL 
AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO* 493 (C&P.A)I

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEENTH LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

'A BILL

For an Act entitled: "An Act relating to marine garbage collection; and

providing for an effective date.”

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 44.47 Is amended by adding a new section to read: 

ARTICLE 12A. MARINE GARBAGE COLLECTION GRANTS.

Sec. 44.47.750. MARINE GARBAGE COLLECTION FUND. (a) Thei-e is 

established in the department the marine garbage collection fund as an 

account in the general fund. The fund consists of money appropriated 

to it. Money in the fund may be used to make grants to municipalities 

and unincorporated communities as provided for in AS 29.60.140, for 

the collection of marine garbage in state water.

(b) The department shall adopt regulations for the determination 

of entitlement to marine garbage collection grants, application and 

approval of grants, and administration of grants.

(c) In making grants under this section, the department shall 

consider

(1 ) the number of vessels engaged in commercial fishing or 

related activities, including processing, in water adjacent to or 

within the applicant*3 jurisdiction;

(2 ) the volume of garbage that i3 dumped by vessels in the 

a r e a  or that drifts into the area after being dumped by vessels oper­

ating outside state water;

(3) the effect of marine garbage on the environment in the

area;
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(4) other resources available to the applicant; and

(5) other factors that the department establishes by regu­

lation that are relevant to a determination of the applicant’s need 

for financial assistance to alleviate the locality's marine garbage 

problem.

*  Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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R E :  H o u s e  B i l l  4 9 3
S P O N S O R :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H e r r m a n n
P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s :
T h i s  b i l l  w o u l d  e s t a b l i s h  i n  t h i s  d e p a r t m e n t  a  g r a n t s  p r o g r a m  
f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a n d  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  b e  u s e d  
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C o m m e n t s :
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b i l l  f o r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  m a k i n g  t h e  g r a n t s .
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March 25, 1988 

Position Paper 

RE: House Bill 493 

SPONSOR: Representative Herrmann 

Program Effects: 

This bill would establish in this department a grants program 
for municipalities and unincorporated communities to be used 
for the collection of marine garbage in state water. 

Comments: 

The problems this bill is designed to address are serious ones, 
particularly in the Bristol Bay region. The intent is 
apparently to provide easier access for fishing boats and 
processors to waste disposal systems in coastal communities to 
encourage lawful disposal of marine garbage, rather than 
unlawful dumping. The method adopted by this bill is to give 
grants to municipalities which may be expected to provide 
directly, or contract for, floating collection barges, which 
may then transport the garbage to an appropriate waste disposal 
site. 

This department has less expertise in the areas of waste 
disposal and environmental quality that are essential to the 
solution of this problem than, for instance, the Department of 
Environmental Conservation. However, that department does not 
currently administer operating grants programs of this nature 
and is not prepared to go into the grants area. The nature of 
the proposed program will require a close coordination of 
effort with DEC, as this department does not have the resources 
to independently evaluate some of the criteria listed in the 
bill for consideration in making the grants. 



H B  4 9 3
M a r c h  2 5 ,  1 9 8 8  
P a g e  T w o

T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  o n e  t e c h n i c a l  c o n c e r n  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  
a d d r e s s e d .  W h i l e  t h e  b i l l  w o u l d  m a k e  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  
c o m m u n i t i e s  e l i g i b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  g r a n t s ,  a n  u n i n c o r p o r a t e d  
c o m m u n i t y  b y  i t s  n a t u r e  i s  u n a b l e  t o  r e c e i v e  a  g r a n t .  T h e  
d e p a r t m e n t  w o u l d  r e c o m m e n d  s p e c i f y i n g  e l i g i b l e  e n t i t i e s  w i t h i n  
s u c h  a  c o m m u n i t y  t o  r e c e i v e  f u n d s  u n d e r  t h e  p r o g r a m  a n d  w o u l d  
p r o p o s e  t h e  a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  R e v e n u e  S h a r i n g  P r o g r a m
a t  AO '2 Q . 4 0 . 1 f r f t  a s  a  m o d e l .

AS 2<M*o. 180 iT h e  i m p a c t s  o f  m a r i n e  g a r b a g e  c o l l e c t i o n  o n  c o m m u n i t i e s  w i l l  
b e c o m e  e v e n  g r e a t e r  w i t h  t h e  r e c e n t  a d o p t i o n  o f  f e d e r a l  l a w  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  d i s p o s a l  o f  m a r i n e  g a r b a g e .  T h i s  b i l l  
p r o v i d e s  a  m e a n s  t o  a s s i s t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  d e a l  w i t h  t h o s e  
i m p a c t s .  H o w e v e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  i s  s y m p a t h e t i c  t o  t h e s e  
g o a l s ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  c u r r e n t  r e v e n u e  s i t u a t i o n ,  i t  i s  u n a b l e  
t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  b i l l .

A c t i n g  D e p u t y  C o m m
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The department has one technical concern that should be 
addressed. While the bill would make unincorporated 
communities eligible to receive grants, an unincorporated 
community by its nature is unable to receive a grant. The 
department would recommend specifying eligible entities within 
such a community to receive funds under the program and would 
propose the approach taken in the State Revenue Sharing Program 
at ~s 29.48.16~ as a model. 

AS 2q. too. 1~0 
' The impacts of marine garbage collection on communities will 

become even greater with the recent adoption of federal law 
dealing with the disposal of marine garbage. This bill 
provides a means to assist municipalities deal with those 
impacts. However, while the department is sympathetic to these 
goals, because of the current revenue situation, it is unable 
to support the bill. 

'-tlfa~herf ord ( \ ' 
Acting Deputy Comml:-s'sioner 
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