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R e fe r r e d : R u le s

HB0308C

O r ig in a l  s p o n s o r : B o u ch e r and
G ruenb erg

I N  T H E  H O U S E BY THE STATE A FFA IRS  COMMITTEE 

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 308 ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )  am 

IN  THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEEN TH  LEG ISLA TU RE - SECOND SESSION

A B IL L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* S e c t io n  1 . AS 1 5 .0 7 .0 7 0  i s  amended b y a d d in g  a new s u b s e c t io n  to  

re a d :

(g )  The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p ro v id e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t io n  fo rm s p re p a re d  

u n d e r (b ) o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  to  th e  D ep artm ent o f  P u b l ic  S a fe t y  f o r  

d i s t r ib u t i o n  to  th e  p u b l ic  u n d e r AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5 .

* S e c .  2 .  AS 2 8 .0 5  i s  amended b y ad d in g  a new s e c t io n  to  re a d :

S e c .  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5 .  VOTER REG ISTRATIO N . A p e rso n  a p p ly in g  f o r  a 

d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a rd  is s u e d  u n d e r AS 1 8 . 6 5 . 3 1 0 ,  o r 

v e h ic le  r e g i s t r a t io n  u n d e r AS 2 8 .1 0  i n  an o f f i c e  o f  th e  d i v i s io n  o f 

m otor v e h ic le s  who i s  18 y e a r s  o f  age o r  o ld e r ,  o r  who w i l l  be 18 

y e a r s  o f  age o r  o ld e r  w i t h in  90 d a y s , s h a l l  a t  th e  t im e  o f  a p p l ic a t io n  

be a d v is e d  by th e  d ep artm en t t h a t  th e  p e rso n  may a ls o  r e g i s t e r  to  

v o t e .  The d ep artm en t s h a l l  u se  a form  f o r  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t io n  p re p a re d  

by th e  d i v i s io n  o f  e le c t io n s  and s h a l l  fo rw a rd  co m p leted  form s to  th e  

d i v i s io n  o f  e l e c t io n s .  The d ep artm en t s h a l l  p ro m in e n t ly  d is p la y  

n o t ic e  o f  th e  r ig h t  to  a p p ly  f o r  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t io n  a t  each  p la c e  t h a t  

th e  p u b l ic  may a p p ly  f o r  a d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d , o r  

v e h ic le  r e g i s t r a t i o n .

C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y

CSHB 3 0 8 (SA) am
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R e f e r r e d :  R u le s

O r ig in a l  sp o n so r : B o u ch e r and
G ruenberg

IN  THE HOUSE BY THE STATE A FFA IR S  COMMITTEE

CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 308 ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )  am 

IN  THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

FIFTEEN TH  LEG ISLA TU RE - SECOND SESSION

A B IL L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "An A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n . "

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEG ISLA TU RE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t io n  1 . AS 1 5 .0 7 .0 7 0  i s  amended b y ad d in g  a new s u b s e c t io n  to

re a d :

(g ) The d i r e c t o r  s h a l l  p ro v id e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  fo rm s p re p a re d  

u n d e r (b )  o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  to  th e  D epartm ent o f  P u b l ic  S a fe t y  f o r  

d i s t r ib u t io n  to  th e  p u b l ic  u n d e r AS 2 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5 .

*  S e c .  2 .  AS 2 8 .0 5  i s  amended b y ad d in g  a nev/ s e c t io n  to  r e a d :

S e c .  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 4 5 .  VOTER REG ISTRATIO N . A p e rso n  a p p ly in g  f o r  a 

d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a rd  is s u e d  u n d e r AS 1 8 . 6 5 . 3 1 0 ,  o r  

v e h ic le  r e g i s t r a t io n  u n d e r AS 2 8 .1 0  i n  an o f f i c e  o f  th e  d i v i s io n  o f  

m otor v e h ic le s  who i s  18 y e a r s  o f  age o r  o ld e r ,  o r  who w i l l  be 18 

y e a r s  o f  age o r  o ld e r  w i t h in  90 d a y s ,  s h a l l  a t  th e  t im e  o f  a p p l ic a t io n  

be a d v is e d  by th e  d ep artm en t t h a t  th e  p e rso n  may a ls o  r e g i s t e r  to  

v o t e .  The d ep artm en t s h a l l  u se  a fo rm  f o r  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t io n  p re p a re d  

by th e  d i v i s io n  o f  e le c t io n s  and s h a l l  fo rw a rd  co m p leted  fo rm s to  th e  

d i v i s io n  o f  e l e c t io n s .  The d ep artm en t s h a l l  p ro m in e n t ly  d is p la y  

n o t ic e  o f  th e  r ig h t  to  a p p ly  f o r  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t io n  a t  each  p la c e  t h a t  

th e  p u b l ic  may a p p ly  f o r  a d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e ,  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  c a r d , o r  

v e h ic le  r e g i s t r a t i o n .
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Specia l Comm ittee on 
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H . A . “ R e d ”  B o u c h e r

T O :  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

F R O M :  H . A . " R E D "  B O U C H E R

D A T E :  M A Y  1 3 ,  1 9 8 7

R E :  H B  3 0 8  A N  A C T  R E L A T I N G  T O  V O T E R  R E G I S T R A T I O N

T h e  m a j o r  f e a t u r e  o f  t h e  " m o t o r  v o t e r "  b i l l  i s  t o  p r o v i d e  

a d d i t i o n a l  m e a n s  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e ,  u p d a t e  t h e i r  

e x i s t i n g  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  o r  c a n c e l  a  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e  

—  w h i l e  t h e y  a r e  a p p l y i n g  f o r  a  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e .  M o t o r  V o t e r  

l e g i s l a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  a d o p t e d  i n  A r i z o n a  ( 1 9 8 3 ) ,  C o l o r a d o  ( 1 9 8 5 )  

a n d  M i c h i g a n  ( 1 9 7 5 )  w i t h  a n  i n c r e a s e  o f  1 6 %  t o  t h e  r e g i s t e r e d  

r o l l s .

T h e  p r o c e d u r e  f o r  r e g i s t e r i n g  w o u l d  n o t  c o n s u m e  m u c h  t i m e  ( l e s s  

t h a n  2 %  i n  A r i z o n a )  o r  p l a c e  a n  e x c e s s i v e  b u r d e n  o n  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  

M o t o r  V e h i c l e  ( D M V )  p e r s o n n e l .  B o t h  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  a n d  

D M V  r e q u i r e  t h e  s a m e  i n f o r m a t i o n .  D M V  p e r s o n n e l  w o u l d  p o s t  

s i g n s ,  h e l p  w i t h  t h e  f o r m s ,  a n d  f o r w a r d  t h e  f o r m s  t o  t h e  D i v i s i o n  

o f  E l e c t i o n s  f o r  v e r i f i c a t i o n .  l: 1I * ••
C u r r e n t l y  i n  A l a s k a ,  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  f o r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  

s o m e  D M V  o f f i c e s ,  b u t  n o t  i n  A n c h o r a g e  o r  F a i r b a n k s .  W h e r e  t h e  

f o r m s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  D M V  d o e s  n o t  a s s i s t  i n  f i l l i n g  o u t  t h e  f o r m s  

n o r  d o e s  i t  f o r w a r d  t h e  f o r m s  t o  D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s .  

A p p r o x i m a t e l y  6 0 %  o f  A l a s k a n s  a r e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e ,  a l t h o u g h  

D i v i s i o n  o f  E l e c t i o n s  h a s  n o  f i r m  n u m b e r s  o n  t h i s .
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This bill requires the Division of Motor Vehicles (DMV) to offer voter 
registration to persons applying for a driver's license, identification card 
issued under AS 18.65.310, or vehicle registration under AS 28.10.

The Division currently registers voters in all field offices but Anchorage 
without regard to the person's intent to utilize other DMV services. The only 
possible drawback to the imposition of voter registration in the Anchorage 
field office may be longer waiting periods for the public, due to the large 
volume of regular motor vehicle transactions handled daily by that office.

The Department supports this bill.
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s u p p o r t s  i t s  p r o v i s i o n s .  I t  s h o u l d  b e  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  f o r  

m a n y  y e a r s ,  t h e  D i v i s i o n  h a s  e n j o y e d  a  c o o p e r a t i v e  

a s s o c i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y  t h r o u g h  

w h i c h ,  m o s t  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o u t l e t s  a l r e a d y  

p r o v i d e  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e r v i c e s .

A m o n g  t h e  m o s t  a c t i v e  o u t l e t s  a r e  J u n e a u ,  H a i n e s ,  S i t k a ,  

K e t c h i k a n ,  K o d i a k ,  N o m e ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  T o k  a n d  A n c h o r a g e .  T h e  

N o m e  E l e c t i o n  S u p e r v i s o r  h a s  a l s o  c o n t a c t e d  B a r r o w ,  B e t h e l  

a n d  K o t z e b u e  t o  e n c o u r a g e  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  
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