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b r m ; Legal S e r v i c e s  _________
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E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Dollars)

r n  o p e r a t i o n s

O P E R A T I N G F Y  87 F Y  88 F Y  89 F Y  90 F Y  91 F Y  92

P E R S O N A L  SERVICES

T R A V E L

C O N T R A C T U A L
S U P P U E S

EQU IP MEN T

L A N D  &  S TR UC T U R E S

GRANTS, CLA IMS

MISCELLANEOUS

.

T O T A L  0 DE R A T I N G -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

P

C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollars)
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O T H E R  
T O T A L

-0- -0- -0- -0 - -0-
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FULL-TIME
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T E M P O R A R Y
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i • CSHB 247  (SA )
C O  r i N U A T IO N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S IS  4 / 2 2 / 8 7

F o r B ill/R eso lu tion  N o .  CSHB 2 4 7 (SA)

No. 1

This b i l l  am en ds  AS  15.58 by  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  that 

pr ov i d e ?  a s c o r i n g  m e t h o d o l o g y  f o r  the r e a d a b i l i t y  of the n e u t r a l  

summar.-' of b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  tha t  a p p e a r  in the v o t e r’s pa m p h l e t .  

D l v i s i  of E l e c t i o n s  and D e p a r t m e n t  o f  L a w  staff r e s p o n s i b l e  for 

pr e p a r  { these su m m a r i e s  m ay  h a v e  to h o n e  their w r i t i n g  s k il ls,  b u t  

they v i not r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  to i m p l e m e n t  this bill.
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O r i g i n a l  spon so rs :  D a v i s ,  Koponen
and Boucher

IN  THE HOUSE BY THE FINANCE COMMITTEE

SENATE CS FOR CS FOR HOUSE B IL L  NO. 247 (F inance )

IN  THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

F IFTEENTH  LEG ISLATURE -  SECOND SESSION

A  B IL L

F o r  an A c t  e n t i t l e d :  "A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to  th e  p r e p a r a t io n  o f  e l e c t i o n

p r o p o s i t i o n s  and m a t e r i a l s ; and p r o v id in g  f o r  an 

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "  .

BE I T  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

*  S e c t io n  1. AS 15.45.180 i s  amended b y  add ing  a new s u b s e c t io n  to

rea d :

(b) The p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a re d  under (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

com ply w i t h  AS 15.60.005 and s h a l l  be worded so t h a t  a " Y e s "  v o t e  on 

th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a v o t e  to  e n a c t  th e  proposed  law .

*  S ec .  2. AS 15.45.410 i s  amended b y  ad d in g  a new s u b s e c t io n  to  r e a d :

(b) The p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a re d  under (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t io n  s h a l l

com ply w i t h  AS 15.60.005 and s h a l l  be worded so t h a t  a " Y e s "  v o t e  on 

th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a v o t e  to  r e j e c t  th e  a c t  r e f e r r e d .

*  S ec . 3. AS 15.50.010 i s  amended b y  add ing  a new s u b s e c t io n  to  re a d :

(b) The p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a re d  under (a) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

com ply w i t h  AS 15.60.005 and s h a l l  be worded so t h a t  a " Y e s "  v o t e  on

th e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a v o t e  to  adop t th e  proposed  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  amend­

m ent.

*  S ec . 4. AS 15.60 i s  amended b y  add in g  a new s e c t io n  to  re a d :

S ec . 15.60.005. R EADAB IL ITY  OF CERTAIN  ELECTION MATERIALS. (a) 

The p o l i c y  o f  th e  s t a t e  i s  t o  p rep a re  a b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  is  

c l e a r ,  c o n c is e ,  and e a s i l y  r e a d a b le .  The form o f  each b a l l o t  p r o p o s i ­

t i o n  s h a l l  be sco red  under (c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The p o l i c y  o f  the  

s t a t e  i s  t o  p rep a re  a b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  th a t  i s  s co red  a t

- 1 -  SCS CSHB 247(F in )
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a p p r o x im a te ly  60.

(b) Each  n e u t r a l  summary p r e p a re d  f o r  th e  v o t e r ' s  pam ph le t s h a l l  

be sco red  under (c) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  The p o l i c y  o f  th e  s t a t e  i s  to  

p r e p a re  a n e u t r a l  summary t h a t  i s  s co red  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  60.

(c) A  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  o r  n e u t r a l  summary s h a l l  be  sco red  

u s in g  th e  f o l l o w in g  p ro ce d u re s :

(1) d is r e g a r d  numbers;

(2) m u l t i p l y  th e  a v e ra g e  s e n ten ce  le n g th  i n  words b y  1.015;

(3) m u l t i p l y  th e  a ve ra g e  number o f  s y l l a b l e s  f o r  each 100 

words b y  .846;

(4) s u b t r a c t  th e  t o t a l  o f  (2) and (3) from 206.835.

(d) A  c o u r t  may n o t  e n jo in  th e  con du c t  o r  r e s u l t s  o f  an e l e c t i o n  

f o r  a f a i l u r e  t o  comply w i t h  (a) o r  (b) o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .

*  S ec . 5. T h is  A c t  ta k e s  e f f e c t  im m e d ia te ly  under AS 01 .1 0 .0 7 0 (c ) .

SCS CSHB 2 4 7 ( F i n ) -2-
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Requestor: House S tate A ffa irs

Agency Affected: D e p a r t m e n t  of  L aw  
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  uperations

E X P E N D I T U R E S / R E V E N U E S :  (Thousands of Dollars)

OPERATING FY 87 FY 88 FY 89 FY 90 FY 91 FY 92
PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND & STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS
TOTAL 0 DERATING -0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

C A P I T A L

REVENUE

F U N D I N G :  (Thousands of Dollars)

G E N E R A L F U N D  

F E D E R A L  F U NDS  

O T H E R  

T O T A L

-0- -0- -0- - 0 - -0-

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

- 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 - - 0 -

A N A L Y S I S  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)
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C O N T I N U A T I O N  o f  F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

For Bill/Resolution No. CSHB 247 (SA)

No. 1CSHB 247(SA)4/22/87

p r o v i d e s  

s u m m a r i e s  

D i v i s i o n  

p r e p a r i n g  

they w i l l

Th i s  b i l l  amends AS 1 5.58 b y  a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  that 

a s c o r i n g  m e t h o d o l o g y  fo r the r e a d a b i l i t y  of th e n e u t r a l  

of b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n s  that a p p e a r  in the v o t e r’s p a m ph le t,  

of E l e c t i o n s  and D e p a r t m e n t  of L a w  s taff r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

t he se  su m m a r i e s  m a y  h a v e  to h o n e  t h ei r w r i t i n g  skills , b u t  

n o t  r e q u i r e  a dd it i o n a l  r e s o u r c e s  to i m p l e m e n t  this bill.

page, of
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TRAVEL
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EQUIPMENT
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C A P I T A L

R E V E N U E  | 0 0 0 0 0 0
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GENER AL F J N D  
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TOTAL

0 0 0 0 0 0

P O S I T I O N S :

FULLTIME

PART-TIME

T E M P O R A R Y

A N A L Y S I S  : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Prepared b y : 

Division: .

inda Ed g e w o r t h

D i v i s i o n  of Elections
Phone; 

Date:.

465-4611

Approved by Commissioner:
Agency: Off ic e o f the Govern or

Date

Distribution (bypreparer): 

Legislative Finance 

Legislative Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget 

Impacted Agency(ies) page, of



Offered: 2/23/88
Referred: Judiciary

5-0743N

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  D a v i s ,  K o p o n e n

a n d  B o u c h e r

I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  S T A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M I T T E E

S E N A T E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  2 4 7  ( S t a t e  A f f a i r s )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  S E C O N D  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n

p r o p o s i t i o n s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n

e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 1 8 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o

r e a d :

( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  e n a c t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w .

*  S e c .  2 .  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 4 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  a c t  r e f e r r e d .

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 5 . 5 0 . 0 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d ­

m e n t  .

*  S e c .  4 .  A S  1 5 . 6 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5 .  R E A D A B I L I T Y  O F  C E R T A I N  E L E C T I O N  M A T E R I A L S .  ( a )

T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i s

c l e a r ,  c o n c i s e ,  a n d  e a s i l y  r e a d a b l e .  T h e  f o r m  o f  e a c h  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i ­

t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s c o r e d  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e

s t a t e  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i s  s c o r e d  a t
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1 approximately 65.

2 (b) Each neutral summary prepared for the voter's pamphlet shall

3 be scored under (c) of this section. The policy of the state is to

4 prepare a neutral summary that is scored at approximately 65.

5 (c) A  ballot proposition or neutral summary shall be scored

6 using the following procedures:

7 (1) disregard numbers;

8 (2) multiply the average sentence length in words by 1.015;

9 (3) multiply the average number of syllables for each 100

10 words by .846;

11 (4) subtract the total of (2) and (3) from 206.835.

12 (d) A court m ay  not enjoin the conduct or results of an election

13 for a failure to comply w i t h  (a) or (b) of this section.

14 * Sec. 5. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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I N  T H E  H O U S E  B Y  T H E  J U D I C I A R Y  C O M M I T T E E

C S  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  N O .  2 4 7  ( J u d i c i a r y )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  F I R S T  S E S S I O N  

A  B I L L

F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A r  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  e l e c t i o n

p r o p o s i t i o n s  a n d  m a t e r i a l s . "

B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

*  S e c t i o n  1 .  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 1 8 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o

r e a d :

( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  e n a c t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  l a w .

*  S e c .  2 .  A S  1 5 . 4 5 . 4 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s o  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n  

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  r e j e c t  t h e  a c t  r e f e r r e d .

*  S e c .  3 .  A S  1 5 . 5 0 . 0 1 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

( b )  T h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  p r e p a r e d  u n d e r  ( a )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n  s h a l l

c o m p l y  w i t h  A S  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5  a n d  s h a l l  b e  w o r d e d  s c  t h a t  a  " Y e s "  v o t e  o n

t h e  p r o p o s i t i o n  i s  a  v o t e  t o  a d o p t  t h e  p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d ­

m e n t  .

*  S e c .  4 .  A S  1 5 . 6 0  i s  a m e n d e d  b y  a d d i n g  a  n e w  s e c t i o n  t o  r e a d :

S e c .  1 5 . 6 0 . 0 0 5 .  R E A D A B I L I T Y  O F  C E R T A I N  E L E C T I O N  M A T E R I A L S .  ( a )  

T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  s t a t e  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i s  

c l e a r ,  c o n c i s e ,  a n d  e a s i l y  r e a d a b l e .  T h e  f o r m  o f  e a c h  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i ­

t i o n  s h a l l  b e  s c o r e d  u n d e r  ( c )  o f  t h i s  s e c t i o n .  T h e  p o l i c y  o f  t h e  

s t a t e  i s  t o  p r e p a r e  a  b a l l o t  p r o p o s i t i o n  t h a t  i s  s c o r e d  a t  a p p r o x i ­

m a t e l y  6 5 .

Original sponsors: Davis, Koponen
and Boucher
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(b) Each neutral summary prepared for the voter's pamphlet shall 

be scored under (c) of this section. The policy of the state is to 

prepare a neutral summary that is scored at approximately 65.

(c) A  ballot proposition or neutral summary shall be scored 

using the following procedures:

(1) disregard numbers;

(2) multiply the average sentence length in words by 1.015;

(3) multiply the average number of syllables for each 100 

words by .846;

(4) subtract the total of (2) and (3) from 206.835.

(d) A  court may not enjoin the conduct or results of an election 

for a failure to comply with  (a) or (b) of this section.
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