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No. 1
CS SS HB 228
4/27/87

F I S C A L  N O T E

T h e  b i l l  b r o a d e n s  t h e  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  s t a t u t e s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  b o a r d  

t o  u t i l i z e  a  r e g i o n a l  b o a r d  e x a m i n a t i o n .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  t i m e  c o m m i t t m e n t  

r e q u i r e d  o f  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  i n  u s i n g  t h e  r e g i o n a l  e x a m ,  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a r y  to 

i n c r e a s e  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  m e m b e r s  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  b u r d e n  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  

a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  e x a m .

T h e  r e g i o n a l  b o a r d  e x a m  a g e n c y  w i l l  a s s u m e  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t r a n s p o r t i n g  

m e m b e r s  t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  t h e  e x a m .  H o w e v e r ,  i n c r e a s i n g  t h e  s i z e  o f  t h e  b o a r d  

w i l l  a l s o  r e q u i r e  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  n e w  m e m b e r s  t o  a t t e n d  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s .  T h e r e ­

f o r e ,  t h e  $ 4 , 3 0 0 . 0 0  p r o v i d e s  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  t w o  n e w  m e m b e r s  t o  t r a v e l  to t h e  

f o u r  d e n t a l  b o a r d  m e e t i n g s  r e q u i r e d  b y  s t a t u t e ,  a s s u m i n g  o n e  m e m b e r  is 

a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  S o u t h e a s t  a n d  t h e  o t h e r  a p p o i n t e d  f r o m  t h e  N o r t h e r n  r e g i o n  o f  

t h e  S t a t e .  T h i s  c o s t  i s  a l s o  e x p e c t e d  t o  b e  c o v e r e d  t h r o u g h  p r o g r a m  r e c e i p t s .
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B Y  T H E  H E A L T H ,  E D U C A T I O N  A N D

1 I N  T H E  H O U S E  S O C I A L  S E R V I C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 C S  F O R  S P O N S O R  S U B S T I T U T E  F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 2 2 8  (HESS)

3 I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  a n  A c t  e n t i t l e d :  " A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  to r e g u l a t i o n  o f  the p r a c t i c e  o f

7 d e n t i s t r y ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

8 B E  I T  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

9 *  S e c t i o n  1. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 0 1 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

10 S ec. 0 8 . 3 6 . 0 1 0 .  C R E A T I O N  A N D  M E M B E R S H I P  O F  B O A R D .  T h e r e  is

11 c r e a t e d  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  c o n s i s t i n g  o f  n i n e  [ S E V E N ]

12 m e m b e r s .  S i x  [FOUR] m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n

13 e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s

14 i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  o n e  m e m b e r  s h a l l  b e  a d e n t a l  h y -

15 g i e n i s t  l i c e n s e d  u n d e r  A S  0 8 . 3 2  w h o  h a s  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e

16 o f  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g

17 a p p o i n t m e n t ,  a n d  t w o  m e m b e r s  s h a l l  b e  p u b l i c  m e m b e r s .

18 * S ec. 2. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 0 7 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to rea d :

19 (a) T h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  [:]

20 (1) p r o v i d e  f o r  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  [ E X A M I N E ]  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d

21 i s s u e  l i c e n s e s  to t h o s e  a p p l i c a n t s  it f i n d s  q u a l i f i e d ;

22 (2) r e g i s t e r  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s  a n d  l i c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n -

23 i s t s  w h o  a r e  i n  g o o d  s t a n d i n g ;

24 (3) r e p o r t  a n n u a l l y  to t h e  g o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  o n

25 t h e  b o a r d ' s  p r o c e e d i n g s  d u r i n g  t h e  y e a r ,  f i n d i n g s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e

26 s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a v a i l a b i l i t y  of d e n t a l  s e r v i c e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i n c l u d i n g

27 t h e  n u m b e r  o f  l i c e n s e e s ,  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  o t h e r

28 m a t t e r s  r e l a t e d  to d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e ,  a n d  b o a r d  r e c e i p t s  a n d  e x p e n d i -

29 t u r e s ;
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1 (4) a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  t h e  A m e r i c a n  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  D e n t a l

2 E x a m i n e r s ,  a n d  p a y  a n n u a l  d u e s  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n ;

3 (5) h o l d  h e a r i n g s ,  a n d  o r d e r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  s a n c t i o n  o f  a

4 p e r s o n  w h o  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  A S  0 8 . 3 2 ,  o r  a  r e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e

5 b o a r d ;

6 (6) s u p p l y  f o r m s  f o r  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  l i c e n s e s ,  p e r m i t s ,

7 c e r t i f i c a t e s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p a p e r s  a n d  r e c o r d s ;

8 (7) e n f o r c e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  A S  0 8 . 3 2  a n d

9 a d o p t  o r  a m e n d  the r e g u l a t i o n s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  m a k e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  of

10 t h i s  c h a p t e r  a n d  A S  0 8 . 3 2  e f f e c t i v e ;

11 (8) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  r e n e w a l  o f  r e g i s t r a t i o n

12 is c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  p r o o f  o f  c o n t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  b y  a

13 l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t  o r  l i c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t ;

14 (9) p r o v i d e  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  p r o o f

15 o f  c o n t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  a n d  r e q u e s t  t h e  d e p a r t m e n t  to

16 m a k e  t h e s e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a v a i l a b l e  to e a c h  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t  a n d  li-

17 c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  a t  l e a s t  o n e  y e a r  b e f o r e  t h e  d a t e  o n  w h i c h  the

18 d e n t i s t  o r  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  m u s t  r e n e w  r e g i s t r a t i o n ;

19 (10) at l e a s t  a n n u a l l y  c a u s e  to b e  p u b l i s h e d  in a n e w s p a p e r

20 o f  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  i n  e a c h  m a j o r  c i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e ,  a s u m m a r y  of

21 d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  t h e  b o a r d  h a s  t a k e n  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  c a l e n d a r

22 y e a r ;

23 (11) i s s u e  p e r m i t s  o r  c e r t i f i c a t e s  t o  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s ,

24  l i c e n s e d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s ,  a n d  d e n t a l  a s s i s t a n t s  w h o  m e e t  s t a n d a r d s

25 d e t e r m i n e d  b y  the b o a r d  f o r  s p e c i f i c  p r o c e d u r e s  t h a t  r e q u i r e  s p e c i f i c

26 e d u c a t i o n  a n d  t r a i n i n g ;

27 (12) r e g u l a t e  t h e  r e e n t r y  i n t o  p r a c t i c e  o f  i n a c t i v e  d e n t i s t s

28 a n d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s .

29 * S ec. 3. A S  0 8 . 3 6 , 1 1 0  is r e p e a l e d  a n d  r e e n a c t e d  t o  r e a d :
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1 Sec .  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 1 0 .  Q U A L I F I C A T I O N S  F O R  L I C E N S E .  A n  a p p l i c a n t  f o r  a

2 l i c e n s e  to p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  s h a l l

3 (1) be a  g r a d u a t e  o f  a d e n t a l  s c h o o l  t h a t  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f

4 g r a d u a t i o n  is a c c r e d i t e d  b y  t h e  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  o f  the

5 A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ;

6 (2) h o l d  a  c e r t i f i c a t e  f r o m  the A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n

7 J o i n t  C o m m i t t e e  o n  N a t i o n a l  D e n t a l  E x a m i n a t i o n s  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  has

8 s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s e d  t h e  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s  g i v e n  b y  t h e  c o m m i s s i o n ;

9 (3) s u b m i t  p r o o f  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o  t h e  b o a r d  t h a t  t h e  a p p l i -

10 c a n t

11 (A) h a s  n o t  h a d  a l i c e n s e  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  re-

12 v o k e d  o r  s u s p e n d e d  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  o r  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ;  a n d

13 (B) is n o t  the s u b j e c t  of a n  u n r e s o l v e d  c o m p l a i n t ,

14 r e v i e w  p r o c e d u r e ,  o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ;

15 (4) p a s s ,  to t h e  s a t i s f a c t i o n  o f  t h e  b o a r d ,  w r i t t e n ,  c l i n -

16 i c a l ,  a n d  o t h e r  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d ;

17 a n d

18 (5) m e e t  t h e  o t h e r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  f o r  a l i c e n s e  e s t a b l i s h e d

19 b y  t h e  b o a r d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n .

2 0  *  Sec .  4. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0  is a m e n d e d  to r e a d :

2 1  Sec. 0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0 .  E X A M I N A T I O N .  A n  e x a m i n a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g i v e n  at

2 2  l e a s t  o n c e  a y e a r  a n d  at o t h e r  t i m e s  a n d  at p l a c e s  d e t e r m i n e d  by the

2 3  b o a r d  to b e  c o n v e n i e n t  a n d  e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  a n d  the

2 4  s t a t e .  A t  l e a s t  o n c e  e a c h  y e a r  the b o a r d  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n

2 5  c o m m i t t e e  o f  at l e a s t  t h r e e  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  in

2 6  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y

27 p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  to c o n d u c t  o r  to s u p e r v i s e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n

28 p r o c e s s  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n s e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y .  T h e  b o a r d

29 s h a l l  a l s o  a p p o i n t  a n  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e  o f  at l e a s t  t w o  l i c e n s e d
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d e n t i s t s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  t h e  

s t a t e  f o r  f i v e  y e a r s  i m m e d i a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  a p p o i n t m e n t  a n d  o n e  p e r s o n  

l i c e n s e d  to p r a c t i c e  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  t o  c o n d u c t  the e x ­

a m i n a t i o n  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  l i c e n s e s  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n t a l  h y g i e n e .  T h e  

e x a m i n a t i o n  c o m m i t t e e s  s h a l l  r e p o r t  t h e  r e s u l t s  to t h e  b o a r d  f o r  

o f f i c i a l  a c t i o n .

*  Sec. 5. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 6 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(a) T h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  b e  

d e s i g n e d  t o  t e s t  t h e  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  o f  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  to p r a c t i c e  

d e n t i s t r y  a n d  s h a l l  c o n s i s t  o f  a w r i t t e n  a n d  a  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .

* Sec. 6. A S  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 8 0  is a m e n d e d  t o  read:

S ec. 0 8 . 3 6 . 1 8 0 .  R E E X A M I N A T I O N  [ R E - E X A M I N A T I O N ] .  A n  a p p l i c a n t  

s h a l l  p a s s  [ E A C H  S U B J E C T  O F  E A C H  S E C T I O N  OF] t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n d u c t e d  

o r  a p p r o v e d  b y  t h e  b o a r d  w i t h  a s c o r e  e q u a l  to o r  e x c e e d i n g  t h e  m i n i ­

m a l  a c c e p t a b l e  s c o r e  s e t  b y  t h e  b o a r d  b y  r e g u l a t i o n  [OF A T  L E A S T  75 

P E R C E N T ] . I f  a n  a p p l i c a n t  f a i l s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  [IN O N E  S U B J E C T  I N  

E A C H  S E C T I O N ] , t h e  a p p l i c a n t  m a y  b e  r e e x a m i n e d  [ R E - E X A M I N E D  I N  T H A T  

S U B J E C T .  I F  A N  A P P L I C A N T  F A I L S  I N  M O R E  T H A N  O N E  S U B J E C T  I N  A N Y  S E C ­

T I O N ,  T H E  A P P L I C A N T  S H A L L  B E  R E - E X A M I N E D  I N  T H E  W H O L E  S E C T I O N ] .  If a n  

a p p l i c a n t  f a i l s  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  [ O R  A N Y  S E C T I O N  O F  IT] o n  two s e p a r a t e  

o c c a s i o n s ,  t h e  b o a r d  s h a l l  r e f u s e  t o  e x a m i n e  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  f u r t h e r  

u n t i l  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  p r o d u c e s  e v i d e n c e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t o  t h e  b o a r d  t h a t  

t h e  a p p l i c a n :  h a s  p u r s u e d  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  i n  p r e p a r a t i o n  f o r  the e x a m i­

n a t i o n .

*  Sec. 7. I N I T I A L  A P P O I N T M E N T .  T h e  g o v e r n o r  s h a l l  a p p o i n t  o n e  q u a l i­

f i e d  p e r s o n  to a n  i n i t i a l  t e r m  o f  f o u r  y e a r s  a n d  a n o t h e r  q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n  

to a n  i n i t i a l  t e r m  of t w o  y e a r s  to f i ll  t h e  n e w  p o s i t i o n s  c r e a t e d  o n  t h e  

B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  b y  sec. 1 of t h i s  A c t .

* Sec. 8. S e c t i o n s  2 - 5 o f  t h i s  A c t  a r e  r e t r o a c t i v e  to J a n u a r y  1,

CSSSHB 2 2 8 (HESS) -4 - HB0228C
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351 W. Swanson Ave. 
Wasilla, Alaska 99687  

Or
P.O. Box V 

Juneau, Alaska 99811

Curt Menard

375-5315 Work 
745-8122 Work
376-5855 Home  

465-2679 Juneau

M E M O R A N D U M

D A T E :  M a y  4 ,  1 9 8 7

T O :  A l l  M e m b e r s ,  H o u s e  F i n a n c e

F R O M :  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C u r t  M e n a r d

T O :

F R O M :

R E : A n  A c t  R e l a t i n g  t o  R e g u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  P r a c t i c e  o f  

D e n t i s t r y ;  a n d  P r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  E f f e c t i v e  D a t e

C S S S H B 2 2 8 ( H E S S )  i s  a  s t r a i g h t - f o r w a r d ,  w o r t h w h i l e  a n d  

p o t e n t i a l l y  m o n e y - s a v i n g  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .

B a s i c a l l y  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l  i s  t o  a l l o w  t h e  A l a s k a  

B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  t o  j o i n  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  

E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d  ( W R E B ) .

T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  a l l o w  t h e  B o a r d  t h i s '  o p p o r t u n i t y  w a s  

m a d e  b y  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  i n  t h e i r  A u g u s t  2 7 ,  

1 9 8 6  r e p o r t .  I t  i s  s u p p o r t e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m e r c e  

a n d  E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g ,  

a n d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s .

T h e  H o u s e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e  

p a s s e d  C S S S H B 2 2 8 ( H E S S )  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  o n  A p r i l  2 7  w i t h  a n  

u n a n i m o u s  " D o  P a s s . "

T h e  o r i g i n a l  v e r s i o n  m a d e  t h e s e  c h a n g e s  i n  e x i s t i n g  l a w :

1 ) B e c a u s e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  W R E B  r e q u i r e s  7 2  d a y s  d e v o t e d  

t o  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a n d  g r a d i n g  t h e  e x a m ,  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d e n t i s t s  

o n  t h e  b o a r d  i n c r e a s e d  f r o m  f o u r  t o  s i x ;  2 ) C u r r e n t  l a w  

r e q u i r e d  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  t o  d i r e c t l y  

a d m i n i s t e r  t h e  e x a m ,  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  a l l o w s  t h e  B o a r d  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  r e g i o n a l  t e s t i n g  t h r o u g h  t h e  W R E B .

T h e  c u r r e n t  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  b i l l  d i f f e r s  f r o m  t h e  o r i g i n a l  i n  

t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y s :  l ) a n  i m m e d i a t e  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e  w a s  a d d e d ;

2 ) a  r e t r o a c t i v e  p r o v i s i o n  w a s  a d o p t e d  t o  a l l o w  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  

i n  t h e  M a y ,  1 9 8 7  W R E B  t o  q u a l i f y ;  a n d  3 ) a l l  c o n s t r i c t i n g  

r e f e r e n c e s  t o  a  p u r e l y  A l a s k a n  t e s t  w e r e  d e l e t e d .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s w i f t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .
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HB 228: An A c t r e l a t i n g  to  the r e g u l a t i o n  o f  th e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y ,

In  r e s p o n s e  to  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t ,  t h e  D ental Board h a s e x p lo re d  the 
f e a s i b i l i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w it h  th e  Western Regional Exam in­
in g  Board (WREB). Two members o f  th e  b o a rd ,  a d e n t i s t  and a d e n ta l 
h y g i e n i s t ,  attended a WREB e xa m in a tio n  i n  September 1986. In a d d i­
t i o n ,  a member o f  th e  WREB board came to A l a s k a  to  meet w it h  the f u l l  
Dental Board to  e x p l a in  how the WREB f u n c t i o n s .  HB 228 amends the 
c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e  r e g u l a t i n g  d e n t i s t s  to  p e rm it  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  WREB.

The departm ent su p p o rts  the Dental B o a r d 's  a f f i l i a t i o n  w ith  the 
r e g i o n a l  t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e .  The c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  d e n ta l  exam i s  d i f f i c u l t  
and e x p e n s iv e  to  a d m i n i s t e r .  T w e n t y - s ix  s t a t e s  u t i l i z e  r e g i o n a l l y  
a d m in is t e r e d  e x a m in a t io n s .  WREB co n d ucts s i x  u n ifo rm  c l i n i c a l  exam­
i n a t i o n s  per y e a r  a t  a lo c a t io n  s e le c t e d  b y WREB. The t o t a l  c o s t  o f  
t e s t i n g  i s  th e  a p p l i c a n t ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The a ve ra g e c o s t  o f  th e  
exam i s  $ 4 00.00 per c a n d id a te  depending on th e  t o t a l  number o f  c a n d i ­
d a t e s  t a k i n g  a g ive n  exam. A l l  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  s t a t e s  a re  r e q u ire d  to 
send D ental Board members to conduct and grade th e  e x a m in a t io n .  The 
c u r r e n t  bo a rd  h a s o n l y  f o u r  d e n ta l  members w hich would mean each 
member would be r e q u ire d  to  spend a p p r o x im a t e ly  18 d ays per y e a r  out 
o f  s t a t e .  A lthough WREB pays a l l  c o s t s  o f  t r a v e l  and per diem, th e  
tim e commitment r e q u ire d  would pose a h a r d s h ip  u n l e s s  the number o f  
d e n t i s t s  on the e x i s t i n g  board was i n c r e a s e d .  S e c t io n  1 o f  the b i l l  
i n c r e a s e s  th e  number o f  d e n t i s t s  on the Doard from  f o u r  to s i x ,  which 
sh o u ld  a l l e v i a t e  the h a r d s h ip .  The c o s t  o f  ad d ing the two new members 
w i l l  be o f f s e t  by WREB assuming the t r a v e l  and p e r diem f o r  board 
members to  co n d uct th e  exam..

The departm ent b e l i e v e s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w it h  WREB w i l l  not o n ly  e v e n t u a l l y  
sa v e  th e  s t a t e  money but d e n ta l c a n d id a t e s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  w i l l  b e n e f i t  
by u t i l i z i n g  an e s t a b l i s h e d ,  i m p a r t i a l  d e n ta l  t e s t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n .

5611m



A ll m e m b e r s ,  T h e  A la s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a

April 1, 1987

To  a l l  m e m b e r s ,  The  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e :

I am  w r i t i n g  a l l  o f  y o u  a s  in an e f f o r t  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h e  
im p o r t a n c e  and s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s p e e d y  p a s s a g e  o f  t h e  H ou s e  B i l l  
e n t i t l e d  " An A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  r e g u la t i o n  o f  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
d e n t i s t r y ."

I am  p r e s e n t l y  a  f o u r t h  y e a r  d e n ta l  s t u d e n t  a t  t h e  U n iv e r s i t y  
o f  W a sh in g to n .  1 am  w r i t i n g  a s  a  s p o k e s p e r s o n  f o r  t h e  
a p p l i c a n t s  t h a t  a r e  p lann in g  on b e c om in g  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t s  in 
1 9 8 7  in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a .

The  d e n ta l  l i c e n s in g  e x a m in a t i o n  i s  a  r e q u i r e m e n t  a l l  
a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  s u c c e s s f u l l y  p a s s  b e f o r e  t h e y  m ay  beg in  d e n ta l  
p r a c t i c e  in e a c h  r e s p e c t i v e  s t a t e .  I t  i s  v e ry  c o s t l y  to  t h e  S t a t e  
to  p u t  on s u c h  an Exam  f o r  th e  s m a l l  n u m b e r  o f  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  
A l a s k a . T h i s  f a c t ,  c o u p le d  w i t h  r e c e n t  b u d g e t  c u t s , h a s  le d  t o  a  
r e c e n t  v o t e  by t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D en ta l  E x am in e r s  t o  
j o i n  a  t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e  c a l l e d  t h e  W e s t e r n  R eg ion a l  E x am in in g  
B o a r d  (W REB ) . T h i s  i s  th e  s a m e  s e r v i c e  t h a t  i s  u s e d  f o r  D en ta l  
L ic e n s in g  E x am s  f o r  t h e  S t a t e s  o f  M on tan a , Id aho , U t a h ,  and  
A r iz on a .  T h e  E x am s  a r e  g iv en  a t  l e a s t  4  t im e s  p e r  y e a r  and  th ey  
a r e  u s u a l l y  h e ld  in C a l i f o r n i a ,  A r iz o n a  o r  O regon .

The  c u r r e n t  L aw  in A l a s k a ,  S e c .  0 8 . 3 6 . 1 3 0  o f  th e  
D e n t i s t r y  A c t  s t a t e s :  "an e x am in a t i o n  s h a l l  b e  g iv en  a t  l e a s t  
on ce  a  y e a r  and a t  t im e s  and  a t  p l a c e s  d e t e rm in e d  by t h e  b o a rd  
t o  b e  c o n v en ie n t  and e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s  and  th e  
s t a t e ."  A t  p r e s e n t ,  th e  A l a s k a  D en ta l  B o a r d  c a n n o t  t e l l  
a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  c e r t a i n  i f  o r  w h en  th e  n e x t  Exam  w i l l  be. T h ey  
s u g g e s t  t h e r e  m a y  be on e  " s o m e t im e  in A u g u s t ” b u t  a r e  n o t  su re .  
T h e y  a r e  w a i t i n g  f o r  t h e  r e s u l t s  o f  M / s  L e g i s l a t i o n .  
We, a s  a p p l i c a n t s ,  a r e  l e f t  in t h e  u n c o m f o r t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  o f  
t o t a l  u n c e r t a in t y .
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T h e  law  s t a t e s  the  e x am  m u s t  b e  " . . .c onven ien t and  
e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  th e  a p p l i c a n t s  and  th e  s t a t e ."  A t  p r e s e n t  i t  is  
n e i t h e r  c o n v e n ie n t  n o r  e c o n o m i c a l  f o r  anyone . S in c e  A la s k a  d o e s  
no t h a v e  i t s  ow n  D en ta l  S c h o o l ,  a l l  a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  be t r a in e d  
o u t  o f  t h e  s t a t e .  The  a p p l i c a n t s  m u s t  f l y  o r  d r i v e  t o  A la s k a  f r om  
a l l  p a r t s  o f  t h e  c o u n t r y  t o  t a k e  th e  Exam . T h i s  i s  c o s t l y  and  
in c on v en ien t  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t s .  T h e  S t a t e  h a s  a l r e a d y  
d e t e rm in e d  t h a t  it  i s  in t h e  s t a t e s  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  to  j o i n  t h e  
WREB. T h i s  is  c o s t  e f f e c t i v e  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .

T h e  m a i n  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  r e m a i n s  i s  w h e n  w i l l  t h e  
e x c e p t a n c e  o f  s c o r e s  f r o m  t h e  W R E B  t a k e  p l a c e  t o  a l l o w  
l i c e n s u r e  f o r  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t r y  i n  A l a s k a .  A  
d e c i s o n  t o  e x c e p t  r e s u l t s  f r o m  t h i s  E x a m  e f f e c t i v e  
i m m e d i a t e l y  w i l l  s o l v e  b o t h  p r o b l e m s  a t  o n c e .  T h e  
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w o u l d  n o t  n e e d  t o  s t a g e  a n o t h e r  c o s t l y  
l i c e n s i n g  E x a m  a n d  t h e  d e n t a l  a p p l i c a n t s  w o u l d  h a v e  a  
v a r i e t y  o f  t e s t i n g  s i t e s  a n d  d a t e s  t o  c h o o s e  f r o m  t h a t  
a r e  e i t h e r  a t  o r  n e a r  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  d e n t a l  s c h o o l s .

T h e  W e s t e r n  R eg ion a l  Exam  is  o f f e r e d  n ex t  in P o r t l a n d ,  
O reg on  on May 2 3 - 2 5 t h ,  1 9 8 7 .  S p a c e s  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  a p p l i c a n t s  t o  
t h i s  Exam  a r e  f i l l i n g  up. I f  t h i s  L e g i s l a t i o n  i s  p a s s e d  and is  
e f f e c t i v e  im m e d i a t e l y ,  a p p l i c a n t s  can  t a k e  t h e  WREB Exam  in 
May and b e g in  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t r y  in A l a s k a  in June . If t h i s  i s  
no t p a s s e d  in t im e ,  i t  i s  c o n c e iv a b l e  an a p p l i c a n t  c o u ld  t a k e  th e  
W REB Exam  in May , p a s s  t h e  e x am  , b u t  n o t  be l i c e n s e d  f o r  
p r a c t i c e  in  A la s k a .  T h e s e  a p p l i c a n t s  w o u ld  t h e n  h a v e  t o  r e t a k e  
t h e  s a m e  e x a c t  Exam  a t  s o m e  u n s p e c i f i e d  l a t e r  d a te .  In a d d i t i o n ,  
i f  an a p p l i c a n t  i s  t o  w a i t  f o r  an  Exam  t h a t  m ay  be g iv en  in 
A la s k a  in m i d -A u g u s t ,  th ey  w o u ld  s i t  id l e  f r o m  g r a d u a t i o n  in 
J un e  u n t i l  l a t e  A u g u s t  (w h en  th e  t e s t  r e s u l t s  a r e  p u b l i s h e d ) .  
T h is  w o u ld  be  a  v e ry  in c on v en ien t  u s e  o f  o v e r  tw o  m o n th s  o f  
t im e  f o r  t h e  a p p l i c a n t .

I h o p e  t h i s  h e lp s  to  c l a r i f y  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h i s  B i ! 1 a s  
i t  r e l a t e s  t o  the  S t a t e  and t h e  im p a c t  i t  h a s  upon  n ew  d e n t i s t s  
in t h e  S t a t e  o f  A la s k a .  I u r g e  y o u  a l l  t o  p l e a s e  h e l p  a l l  
p a r t i e s  i n v o l v e d  b y  w o r k i n g  t o w a r d  a  s p e e d y  p a s s a g e  o f  
t h i s  B i l l .  I b e l i e v e  i t  i s  in e v e ry o n e 's  b e s t  in t e r e s t .
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Thak  y o u  v e r y  m u ch  f o r  y o u r  p r om p t  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  
m a t t e r .  I lo o k  f o r w a r d  t o  r e tu rn in g  t o  o u r  b e a u t i f u l  S t a t e .
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PURPOSE OF THE REPORT

In  a cco rd an ce  w ith  a L e g i s l a t i v e  Budget and A u d it  Com m ittee 
re q u e s t  and th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  T i t l e  24 o f  th e  A la s k a  S t a t ­
u te s  , t h i s  s p e c ia l  r e p o r t  has been p re p a re d  to  e v a lu a te  the 
A la s k a  Board  o f  D e n ta l E x a m in e rs ' l i c e n s in g  and e x a m in a tio n  
p r a c t i c e s .

We w ere re q u e s te d  to  re v ie w  the  B o a rd 's  e x a m in a t io n  p r a c t i c ­
es to  d e te rm in e  w h e th e r th e y  a re  s e t t in g  s ta n d a rd s  w h ic h  a re  
a r t i f i c i a l l y  h ig h  in  o rd e r  to  l i m i t  c o m p e t it io n . In  a d d i­
t io n ,  we p erfo rm ed  a fo l lo w - u p  r e v ie w  o f  a c t io n s  ta k e n  by 
the  Board  in  re sp o n se  to  House and S e n a te  L e t t e r s  o f  In t e n t  
adopted in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  th e  p assag e  o f  CSHB 6 1 4 (H ESS) 
( t i t l e  am) ,  an a c t  e x te n d in g  th e  te rm in a t io n  d a te  o f  th e  
Board  o f  D e n ta l E x a m in e rs , d u r in g  th e  second s e s s io n  o f  the 
14 th  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s la t u r e .
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ORGANIZATION AND FUNCTION

The A la s k a  Board  o f  D e n ta l E xa m in e rs  was c re a te d  in  1955 .
The Board  c o n s is t s  o f  seven  members; fo u r  l ic e n s e d  d e n t i s t s ,  
one d e n ta l h y g ie n i s t ,  and two p u b l ic  members w h ich  a re  
a p p o in te d  by th e  G o vern o r s u b je c t  to  c o n f irm a t io n  o f  the  
L e g i s la t u r e .  Board members s e rv e  te rm s o f  fo u r  y e a r s .

The Board  i s  o rg a n iz e d  u n d er th e  D epartm ent o f  Commerce and 
Econom ic D eve lo pm en t, D iv i s io n  o f  O c c u p a t io n a l L ic e n s in g .  
A d m in is t r a t iv e  fu n c t io n s  o f  th e  Bo ard  a re  p ro v id e d  by 
O c c u p a t io n a l L ic e n s in g ,  such  as p ro c e s s in g  a p p l ic a t io n s ,  
m a in ta in in g  l i c e n s in g  f i l e s ,  a n sw e rin g  i n q u i r i e s ,  and 
p ro v id in g  in v e s t ig a t i v e  s u p p o r t .

The p r im a ry  fu n c t io n  o f  th e  Bo ard  i s  to  e n su re  a minimum 
q u a l i t y  o f  d e n ta l c a re  to  A la s k a n s  by l i c e n s in g  q u a l i f i e d  
a p p l ic a n t s  and e s t a b l i s h in g  r e g u la t io n s  n e c e s s a r y  to  e n fo rc e  
s t a t u t e s .  The Bo ard  r e g u la t e s  d e n t i s t s ,  d e n ta l s p e c i a l i s t s ,  
and d e n ta l h y g ie n is t s  who p e rfo rm  s e r v ic e s  in  th e  S t a t e .  
S p e c ia l  p e rm its  a re  is s u e d  b y th e  Bo ard  to  F e d e r a l  a g e n c ie s  
t h a t  s u p p ly  d e n t i s t r y  to  r e s id e n t s  o f  i s o la t e d  a re a s  rem ote 
from  m a jo r p o p u la t io n  c e n t e r s .

The r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  f o r  e v a lu a t in g  th e  compe­
te n ce  o f  c a n d id a te s  f o r  d e n ta l l i c e n s u r e  a re  v e s te d  in  th e  
B o a rd . A c l i n i c a l  and w r i t t e n  e x a m in a t io n  has been d e v e l­
oped by th e  Bo ard  to  a s s e s s  a c a n d id a te 's  com petency. The 
c l i n i c a l  e x a m in a t io n  i s  a two day p r a c t i c a l  e x a m in a t io n , 
r e q u ir in g  c a n d id a te s  to  co m p lete  an amalgam and a g o ld  in l a y  
r e s t o r a t io n  p ro c e d u re . D e n ta l h y g ie n is t s  a re  a ls o  r e q u ir e d  
to  ta k e  a c l i n i c a l  and w r i t t e n  e x a m in a t io n . A lth o u g h  d e n ta l 
s p e c i a l i s t s  a re  n o t r e q u ir e d  to  ta k e  an e x a m in a t io n , th e y  
m ust be l ic e n s e d  d e n t is t s  in  A la s k a  and may be re q u ir e d  to  
have  co m p leted  a d d i t io n a l  y e a r s  o f  e d u c a t io n  in  t h e i r  
s p e c ia l t y  a r e a .

STATE OF ALASKA -3 - DIVISION or LEGISLATIVE AUDIT





REPORT CONCLUSIONS

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  h a s  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  
t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  much  c r i t i c i s m .  C r i t i c i s m  h a s  b e e n  p r o m p t e d  
b y  h i g h  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  p a s t  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n s  a n d  b y  t h e  B o a r d ' s  d e c i s i o n  n o t  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m ean s  f o r  
d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  a s  a l l o w e d  b y  A l a s k a  l a w .  
T h o u g h  i t  i s  an  i n h e r e n t  n a t u r e  o f  a l l  l i c e n s i n g  b o a r d s  t o  
r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  i n t o  r e g u l a t e d  p r o f e s s i o n s  t o  o n l y  t h o s e  
a p p l i c a n t s  p o s s e s s i n g  s a t i s f a c t o r y  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  i t  h a s  
b e e n  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  may  
b e  o v e r l y  r e s t r i c t i n g  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  
A l a s k a  t h r o u g h  a d h e r e n c e  t o  l i c e n s i n g  s t a n d a r d s  w h i c h  a r e  
a r t i f i c i a l l y  h i g h  i n  o r d e r  t o  l i m i t  c o m p e t i t i o n .  I n  o u r  
r e v i e w  o f  t h e  B o a r d ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  l i c e n s i n g  p r a c t i c e s  
an d  p r o c e d u r e s  we d i d  n o t  f i n d  e v i d e n c e  w h i c h  s u p p o r t s  t h i s  
c o n t e n t i o n .  We d i d  f i n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  
d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  e f f e c t i v e l y  l i m i t e d  
d u e ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  B o a r d ' s  f a i l u r e  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m ean s  f o r  
d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  a n d ,  i n  p a r t ,  t o  t h e  common­
n e s s  o f  h i g h  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  on  p a s t  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s .
We h a v e  i n c l u d e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  i n  t h i s  r e p o r t  w h i c h ,  i f  
i m p l e m e n t e d ,  w o u l d  s e r v e  t o  m i n i m i z e  t h e  n a t u r a l  t e n d e n c y  t o  
r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  A l a s k a  b y  
a l l o w i n g  e a s i e r  a c c e s s  t o  d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  i n  t h e  S t a t e ,  
w h i l e  a t  t h e  same t i m e  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  e n s u r e  a d e q u a t e  p r o t e c ­
t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  b y  o n l y  a l l o w i n g  l i c e n s u r e  t o  t h o s e  
d e n t i s t s  who a r e  q u a l i f i e d  a n d  c o m p e t e n t  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n ­
t i s t r y .  O u r  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a r e  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  f i n d i n g s  
an d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  s e c t i o n  o f  t h i s  a u d i t  r e p o r t .
REGULATION OF THE DENTAL PROFESS ION

A l l  f i f t y  s t a t e s  p l u s  P u e r t o  R i c o ,  t h e  V i r g i n  I s l a n d s ,  a n d  
t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  r e g u l a t e  d e n t i s t s  t h r o u g h  
l i c e n s u r e .  R e g u l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  l i c e n s u r e  o f  q u a l i f i e d  
d e n t i s t s  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  p r o t e c t  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  a n d  w e l f a r e .  T h o u g h  s p e c i f i c  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  
l i c e n s u r e  v a r y  b e t w e e n  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  tw o  common e l e m e n t s  
i n v o l v e  t h e  n e e d  t o  e n s u r e  t h a t  a l l  c a n d i d a t e s  f o r  i n i t i a l  
l i c e n s u r e  p o s s e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  t h e o r e t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  
c a n  d e m o n s t r a t e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s .  T h e o r e t i c a l  
k n o w l e d g e  i s  m e a s u r e d  b y  t h e  u s e  o f  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s  
w h i l e  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s  a r e  a s s e s s e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  u s e  o f  
p r a c t i c a l ,  o r  c l i n i c a l ,  e x a m i n a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  
b e  p e r f o r m e d  o n  p a t i e n t s .  S u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  b o t h  
w r i t t e n  a n d  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  i n  some f o r m ,  i s  r e q u i r e d  
p r i o r  t o  i n i t i a l  l i c e n s u r e  i n  a l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s .  ( S e e  
A p p e n d i x  B a n d  A p p e n d i x  C . )

A U D I TO R COMMENTS/CONCLUSIONS
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ALAS K A DENTAL EXAMINATION

S u b j e c t  M a t t e r  a n d  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n

L i k e  e l s e w h e r e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  
b o t h  a  w r i t t e n  a n d  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T o p i c s  c o v e r e d  on  
t h e  w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  exam i n c l u d e  o r a l  
d i a g n o s i s ,  o r a l  m e d i c i n e ,  r a d i o l o g y ,  p r o s t h e t i c s ,  and  A l a s k a  
s t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  
d e n t i s t r y .  T h e  c l i n i c a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  
c a n d i d a t e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  am a lg am  an d  g o l d  i n l a y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  
an d  r e s t o r a t i o n s  on  a c t u a l  p a t i e n t s .  ( U n t i l  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  
e x am ,  a  g o l d  f o i l  p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  was  a l s o  a  
c l i n i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t ) .  T h e  s u b j e c t  m a t t e r  o f  b o t h  p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  o v e r a l l  
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  e x am ,  a r e  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  s i m i l a r  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  o t h e r  s t a t e s  a n d  b y  r e g i o n a l  
d e n t a l  t e s t i n g  b o a r d s  o r  a g e n c i e s .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  A . )
T e s t  R e s u l t s

T h e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  on  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  h a s  
h i s t o r i c a l l y  b e e n  h i g h e r  t h a n  t h a t  e x p e r i e n c e d  on  s i m i l a r  
exam s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  e l s e w h e r e .  F o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  1 9 8 1  A l a s k a  
f a i l e d  4 8 . 1 %  o f  a l l  d e n t a l  c a n d i d a t e s ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  a  1 5 . 5 %  
f a i l u r e  r a t e  f o r  t h e  n a t i o n  t a k e n  a s  a  w h o l e .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x
F . )  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  exam  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  on  t h e  f i v e  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n s  g i v e n  b e tw e e n  N o v em b e r  1 9 8 3  a n d  N o v em be r  1 9 8 5  
o s c i l l a t e d  f r o m  3 3 . 3 %  t o  8 8 . 9 % ,  w i t h  an  a v e r a g e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  
o f  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 9 . 3 % .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  G . )
T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  i s  a w a r e  o f  p u b l i c  
c o n c e r n  r e l a t e d  t o  h i g h  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  on  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n .  The  B o a r d  h a s  b e e n  r e v i e w i n g ,  f o r  some t i m e ,  
t h e i r  exam s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  i n  an  a t t e m p t  t o  i d e n t i f y  
a r e a s  w h e r e  im p r o v e m e n t s  c o u l d  b e  m ad e .  As a  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  
r e v i e w ,  a n d  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  H o u s e  a n d  S e n a t e  L e t t e r s  o f  
I n t e n t  a d o p t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n ,  
t h e  B o a r d  t o o k  a c t i o n  a t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 9 8 6  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  t o  
r e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  t o  r e v i s e  t h e  
s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  u s e d  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  g r a d i n g  o f  
t h e  c l i n i c a l  p o r t i o n s  o f  t h e  s a m e .  T h e  B o a r d  e l i m i n a t e d  t h e  
g o l d  f o i l  s u b j e c t  o f  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  a d o p t e d  a  
new " c r i t e r i o n  b a s e d "  s c o r i n g  s y s t e m  r e c om m en d e d  b y  a  
c o n s u l t a n t  h i r e d  t o  c a l i b r a t e  e x a m i n e r s  f o r  t h e  A u g u s t  1 9 8 6  
d e n t a l  e x am .  The  B o a r d  a l s o  r e s o l v e d  t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  e x a m i n ­
e r  c a l i b r a t i o n  on  a t  l e a s t  a n  a n n u a l  b a s i s  i n  o r d e r  t o  
p r o m o t e  c o n s i s t e n c y  b e tw e e n  e x a m i n e r s .
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T h e  r e s t r u c t u r e d  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  n e w l y  a d o p t e d  s c o r i n g  
p r o c e d u r e s  w e r e  u t i l i s e d  f o r  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  
exam w h i c h  wa s  c o n d u c t e d  o n  A u g u s t  1 5 - 1 7 ,  1 9 8 6 .  T he  p a s s  
r a t e  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  e x a m i n a t i o n  was  7 5% ,  
t h e  h i g h e s t  e x p e r i e n c e d  o n  a n y  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  exam i n  t h e  
l a s t  9 y e a r s .  T h o u g h  i t  i s  p r e m a t u r e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h e  
A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  
a r e  n o  l o n g e r  i n  n e e d  o f  a n y  r e v i s i o n ,  a  p a s s  r a t e  o f  75% 
d o e s  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  p o s i t i v e  s t e p s  h a v e  b e e n  t a k e n .  A l a s k a ' s  
p a s s  r a t e  on  t h e  A u g u s t  1 9 8 6  d e n t a l  exam  c o m p a r e s  m o r e  
f a v o r a b l y  w i t h  p a s s  r a t e s  on  d e n t a l  ex am s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  by  
o t h e r  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  a n d  b y  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  d e n t a l  t e s t i n g  
b o a r d s  o r  a g e n c i e s .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  H . )
L E G IS LA T IV E  INTENT

B o t h  b o d i e s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  a d o p t e d  L e t t e r s  
o f  I n t e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n  i n  
c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  CSHB 6 1 4  ( H E S S )  ( t i t l e  a m ) ,  
an  a c t  e x t e n d i n g  t h e  t e r m i n a t i o n  d a t e  o f  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s .  T h e  tw o  L e t t e r s  o f  I n t e n t  a r e  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  
l e g i s l a t i v e  c o n c e r n s  f o r m u l a t e d  d u r i n g  S u n s e t  h e a r i n g s  
c o n d u c t e d  b y  t h e  H o u s e  an d  S e n a t e  c o m m i t t e e s  on  h e a l t h ,  
e d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  s o c i a l  s e r v i c e s  ( H E S S )  w h i l e  c o n t e m p l a t i n g  
t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  t h e  B o a r d .  L e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t  and  
a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  d a t e  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m in ­
e r s  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h a t  i n t e n t  i s  s u m m a r i z e d  b e l o w .
A .  H o u s e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  I n t e n t

1 .  C o m p l e t e  c o n t i n u e d  c o m p e t e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n s .
B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : T h e  B o a r d  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g
t o w a r d s  a d o p t i o n  o f r e g u l a t i o n s  a l o n g  t h i s  l i n e  f o r  
q u i t e  some t i m e .  P r o p o s e d  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e q u i r i n g  p r o o f  
o f  c o n t i n u i n g  e d u c a t i o n  a t  l i c e n s e  r e n e w a l  d a t e s  f o r  
b o t h  d e n t i s t s  an d  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t s  w e r e  r e v i e w e d  a t  
t h e  B o a r d ' s  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6  B o a r d  m e e t i n g  a n d  s u b s e ­
q u e n t l y  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  a t  t h e i r  A i t g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6  
m e e t i n g .  T h e  B o a r d  a p p e a r s  t o  h a v e  c o m p l i e d  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h i s  i s s u e .

2 .  D e v e l o p  new p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  i n c l u d i n g  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l t i e s .
B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l
E x a m i n e r s  h e a r d  t e s t i m o n y  a t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6  
m e e t i n g ,  a n d  a g a i n  a t  t h e i r  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6  m e e t i n g ,  
r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  o f  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l i s t s  an d  
t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  r a m i f i c a t i o n s  o f  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n ­
t i a l s  i n  g e n e r a l .  B e y o n d  t h i s ,  t h e  B o a r d  h a s
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t a k e n  l i t t l e  a c t i o n  w h i c h  a p p e a r s  t o  b e  m o v in g  A l a s k a  
c l o s e r  t o  r e i n s t i t u t i n g  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a s  
a l l o w e d  b y  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ,  o r  t o  p r o v i d i n g  l i c e n s u r e  b y  
c r e d e n t i a l s  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l i s t s .

T h e  c u r r e n t  B o a r d ' s  p o s i t i o n ,  t h o u g h  n o t  t h e  p o s i t i o n  
o f  a l l  m em b e r s ,  w a s  r e i t e r a t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d ' s  P r e s i d e n t  
f o r  t h e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h o s e  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,
1 9 8 6  B o a r d  m e e t i n g .  He n o t e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  
D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  w o u l d  n o t  a c c e p t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  a n d  was  o p p o s e d  t o  a n y  f o r m  o f  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  w i t h o u t  a t  l e a s t  a n  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  
( C u r r e n t  l aw  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  f o r  an  o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  
o n l y  a  p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w . )  T h e  B o a r d  h a s  n o t  t a k e n  
s t e p s  t o  e i t h e r  r e p e a l  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  r e g u l a t i o n  b y  
w h i c h  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  w a s  c e a s e d ,  o r  t o  
d e v e l o p  new p r o c e d u r e s  f o r  c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  i n c l u d i n g  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l t i e s .

3 .  R e s t r u c t u r e  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  
t h e  g o l d  f o i l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  t e s t ,  a n a  s c o r i n g  p r o c e ­
d u r e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  c a l i b r a t i o n  o f  s c o r i n g  t e c h n i q u e s .

B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : T h e  g o l d  f o i l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e
c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  w a s  e l i m i n a t e d ,  and  a  new " c r i t e ­
r i o n  b a s e d "  s c o r i n g  s y s t e m  a d o p t e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  
o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  p r i o r  t o  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
A u g u s t  1 5 - 1 7 ,  1 9 8 6  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  I n  
a d d i t i o n  t o  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  
B o a r d  a l s o  r e s o l v e d  a t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6  m e e t i n g  
t o  p r o v i d e  f o r  e x a m i n e r  c a l i b r a t i o n  on  a t  l e a s t  an  
a n n u a l  b a s i s ,  p r e f e r a b l y  p r i o r  t o  e a c h  ex am .  A c t i o n s  
t a k e n  by  t h e  B o a r d  i n  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a n d  
i t s  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  h a v e  b e e n  i n  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

4 .  E v a l u a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  N o r t h w e s t  
R e g i o n a l  E x a m in i n g  B o a r d ,

B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : A t  t h e i r  J u n e  1 3 - 1 4 ,  1 9 8 6
m e e t i n g  t h e  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  f o r m e d  a  c o m m i t ­
t e e ,  i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  l e g i s l a t i v e  i n t e n t ,  t o  l o o k  i n t o  
t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d  (W R E B ) . ( " N o r t h w e s t "  
i s  a  m i s n o m e r  i n  t h e  H o u s e  L e t t e r  o f  I n t e n t ) .  T h e  
c o m m i t t e e  r e p o r t e d  t o  t h e  B o a r d  a t  t h e  A u g u s t  1 6 ,  1 9 8 6  
B o a r d  m e e t i n g  t h a t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  t h e i r  i n q u i r i e s  t h e  
WREB h a d  e x t e n d e d  a n  i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  f o r  
o n e  member  t o  a t t e n d  a n d  o b s e r v e  t h e i r  S e p t e m b e r  2 8 - 3 0 ,  
1 9 8 6  d e n t a l  exam  a t  t h e  W REB ' s  e x p e n s e .  T h e  B o a r d  
o p t e d  t o  a c c e p t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  a n d ,  i n  a d d i t i o n ,
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r e s o l v e d  t o  s e e k  f u n d i n g  t o  c o v e r  t h e  e x p e n s e  o f  
s e n d i n g  t h e  d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  member  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  
t o  a  WREB d e n t a l  h y g i e n i s t  e x am .  T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  
t r i p  w o u l d  b e  t o  e v a l u a t e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  A l a s k a ' s  
a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  WREB f o r  t e s t i n g  A l a s k a ' s  d e n t a l  
h y g i e n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s .

As e v i d e n c e d  b y  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s  i s  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  e v a l u a t i n g  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  
o f  j o i n i n g  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d .  T h e  
e v a l u a t i o n  i s  b e i n g  c o n d u c t e d  i n  o r d e r  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  
i n t e n t  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .

B .  S e n a t e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  I n t e n t

1 .  E x e r c i s e  s t a t u t o r y  a u t h o r i t y  u n d e r  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4  t o
l i c e n s e  d e n t i s t s  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s , i n c l u d i n g  
c r e d e n t i a l l i n g  f o r  d e n t a l  s p e c i a l t i e s . TThe i n t e n t  o f  
t h e  S e n a t e  HESS C o m m i t t e e  m i r r c r s  t h a t  o f  t h e  H o u s e  
HESS C o m m i t t e e  on  t h i s  i s s u e ,  b u t  i n  a d d i t i o n ,  u r g e s  
t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  t o  r e p e a l  t h e  e x i s t i n g  r e g u l a t i o n  
u n d e r  w h i c h  t h e  B o a r d  c e a s e d  l i c e n s i n g  by  c r e d e n t i a l s . )

B o a r d  a c t i o n  t o  d a t e : S e e  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  p e r  i t e m  A . 2 .
a b o v e .

I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e s e  s p e c i f i c  i t e m s ,  t h e  L e t t e r s  o f  I n t e n t  
a d o p t e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  H o u s e  a n d  t h e  S e n a t e  c a l l e d  f o r  r e p o r t s  
t o  b e  s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  b y  t h e  f i r s t  d a y  o f  t h e  
f i r s t  s e s s i o n  o f  t h e  1 5 t h  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  I t  i s  
e x p e c t e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s  w i l l  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e s e . r e q u e s t s .
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FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  i s s u e  d e n t a l  
l i c e n s e s  t o  q u a l i f i e d  d e n t i s t s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  
r e c o r d s  i n  l i e u  o f  r e q u i r i n g  t h e y  p a s s  an  e x a m i n a t i o n . 
( L i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ) .

A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4  e s t a b l i s h e d  p r o v i s i o n s  b y  w h i c h  
A l a s k a  d e n t a l  l i c e n s e s  c o u l d  b e  i s s u e d  t o  d e n t i s t s  a l r e a d y  
l i c e n s e d  i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  r e g i o n  w i t h o u t  
r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  t h e y  p a s s  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i f  
c e r t a i n  s p e c i f i c  p r o v i s i o n s  w e r e  m e t .  I s s u i n g  a  l i c e n s e  
u s i n g  a  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e c o r d  i n  p l a c e  o f  an  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  
t e r m e d  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s .
T h e  A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n  (ADA) b e l i e v e s ,  a s  n o t e d  i n  
t h e i r  s t a t e d  p o l i c y  o n  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  l i c e n s u r e ,  t h a t  an  
e v a l u a t i o n  o f  a  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  
a n d  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  b a s e d  o n  h i s / h e r  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e c o r d  c a n  
p r o v i d e  a s  much  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t h e  p u b l i c  a s  w o u l d  an  e v a l u ­
a t i o n  b a s e d  on  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  ADA a l s o  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  
r e q u i r i n g  a  c a n d i d a t e  who i s  s e e k i n g  l i c e n s u r e  i n  s e v e r a l  
j u r i s d i c t i o n s  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s / h e r  t h e o r e t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  
a n d  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  o n  s e p a r a t e  e x a m i n a t i o n s  f o r  e a c h  j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n  s e em s  u n n e c e s s a r y  d u p l i c a t i o n .  T w en ty  s t a t e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e  f o r  
some m ean s  o f  d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a s  d i d  A l a s k a  
p r i o r  t o  O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 8 4 .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  D . )
T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  i s s u ­
a n c e  o f  d e n t a l  l i c e n s e s  b a s e d  o n  c a n d i d a t e ' s  c r e d e n t i a l s  
d u r i n g  t h e  p e r i o d  J u n e  1 ,  1 9 8 0  t o  O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 8 4 .  ( E i g h t  
o f  8 3  d e n t a l  l i c e n s e s  i s s u e d  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  w e r e  b a s e d  o n  
c r e d e n t i a l s  -  S e e  A p p e n d i x  E . )  T h e  B o a r d  a d o p t e d ,  b y  
e m e r g e n c y  o r d e r ,  a  r e g u l a t i o n  e f f e c t i v e  O c t o b e r  1 7 ,  1 9 8 4 ,  
w h i c h  r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  
( 1 2  AAC 2 8 . 9 5 0 ) .  T h i s  a c t i o n  was  p r o m p t e d  b y  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  
t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  when  c o n d u c t i n g  p e r s o n ­
a l  i n t e r v i e w s  o f  c a n d i d a t e s  a s  r e q u i r e d  b y  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 7 ) .  
T h e s e  p r o b l e m s  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  b y  b o t h  t h e  
Om bud sm an ' s  o f f i c e  a n d  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l .
I n  J a n u a r y  o f  1 9 8 3 ,  t h e  O m bud sm an ' s  o f f i c e  f o u n d  f a u l t  w i t h  
t h e  c r e d e n t i a l  l i c e n s i n g  p r o c e s s  u s e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d  w h i l e  
i n v e s t i g a t i n g  a  c o m p l a i n t  t h a t  t h e  p r o c e s s  was  u n f a i r  a n d  
a r b i t r a r y .  T h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  s u b s e q u e n t l y  
d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  w a s ,  i n  
e f f e c t ,  c o n d u c t i n g  a n  " o r a l  e x a m i n a t i o n "  i n  l i e u  o f  a n  
" i n t e r v i e w , "  b y  r e q u i r i n g  c a s e  s t u d i e s  b e  p r e s e n t e d  d u r i n g  
t h e  i n t e r v i e w  p r o c e s s .  T h i s ,  t h e y  s a i d ,  wa s  n o t  p r o p e r
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s i n c e  t h e r e  w e r e  n o  r e g u l a t i o n s  w h i c h  g a v e  n o t i c e  t o  a p p l i ­
c a n t s  t h a t  t h e  " i n t e r v i e w "  w o u l d  b e  c o n d u c t e d  a s  an  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  a  " p e r s o n a l  i n t e r v i e w "  
c o u l d  n o t ,  b y  a n y  s t r e t c h  o f  l a w  o r  l o g i c ,  b e  c o n s t r u e d  a s  
i m p l e m e n t i n g  an  e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e m e n t  i n  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  
s u c h  r e g u l a t i o n s .  T h e  A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ' s  p o s i t i o n  p r o m p t e d  
t h e  " r e i n t e r v i e w "  a n d  l i c e n s u r e  o f  14  c a n d i d a t e s  p r e v i o u s l y  
d e n i e d  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  b r i n g i n g  t o  2 2  t h e  t o t a l  
n um be r  o f  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  l i c e n s e s  i s s u e d  i n  t h i s  m a n n e r .
( T h i s  a m o u n t s  t o  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  17% o f  a l l  d e n t a l  l i c e n s e s  
i s s u e d  s i n c e  J u n e  1 ,  1 9 8 0  -  S e e  A p p e n d i x  E . )

C o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  b e l i e f  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  D e n t a l  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  m em be r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s  d o  n o t  b e l i e v e  t h a t  a  l i c e n s e d  d e n t i s t ' s  c l i n i c a l  
s k i l l  c a n  b e  a d e q u a t e l y  a s s e s s e d  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n .  Due  
t o  t h i s  b e l i e f ,  t h e  B o a r d  h a s  n o t  t a k e n  s t e p s  t o  r e s c i n d  t h e  
r e g u l a t i o n  t h a t  s t o p p e d  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s .  I n  
a d d i t i o n ,  t h e y  h a v e  n o t  d e v e l o p e d  p o l i c i e s  o r  p r o c e d u r e s ,  
d r a f t e d  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r  i n t r o d u c e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h ,  i f  
a d o p t e d ,  w o u l d  a l l o w  A l a s k a  t o  r e t u r n  t o  l i c e n s i n g  d e n t i s t s  
b a s e d  o n  c r e d e n t i a l s  i n  a  m a n n e r  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  t h e  B o a r d .
L i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  a  v i a b l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  
l i c e n s u r e  b y  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  a l r e a d y  l i c e n s e d  i n  
a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  T h e  f a i l u r e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  
B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m ean s  f o r  d e n t a l  
l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a s  a l l o w e d  b y  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e ,  
e f f e c t i v e l y  l i m i t s  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  t h e  
S t a t e .  I t  i s  n o t  i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  t h e  c i t i z e n s  o f  
o u r  S t a t e  t o  o v e r l y  r e s t r i c t  e n t r y  i n t o  a n y  r e g u l a t e d  
p r o f e s s i o n  i n  A l a s k a .  We ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  r e c om m end  t h a t  t h e  
A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  t a k e  w h a t e v e r  s t e p s  a r e  
n e c e s s a r y ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r e p e a l  o f  s e c t i o n  1 2  AAC 2 8 . 9 5 0  o f  
t h e  A l a s k a  A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  C o d e  a n d  a d o p t i o n  o f  c l a r i f y i n g  
r e g u l a t i o n s  s p e c i f y i n g  t h e  p r o c e d u r e s  t o  b e  a d h e r e d  t o  
d u r i n g  t h e  i n t e r v i e w  p r o c e s s ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e i n s t i t u t e  d e n t a l  
l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  f o r  t h o s e  d e n t i s t s  a l r e a d y  l i c e n s e d  
i n  a n o t h e r  s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  r e g i o n .
R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  2

T h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  a f f i l i a t e  w i t h
o n e o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  f o u r  e x i s t i n g  r e ;g i o n a l t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s
f o r t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  d e n t a l  c a n d i d a t e ' s c l i n i c a l  s k i l l s  i n

1S2_
The  c u r r e n t  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  
A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  t w i c e  a n n u a l l y  a n d  c o n s i s t s  
o f  b o t h  a  w r i t t e n  a n d  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .  T h e  w r i t t e n  
e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  d e s i g n e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t e s t  a  c a n d i d a t e ' s  
t h e o r e t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  o f  b a s i c  b i o m e d i c a l  an d  d e n t a l  s c i ­
e n c e s  w h i l e  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  u s e d  t o  d e t e r m i n e  
w h e t h e r  t h e  c a n d i d a t e  p o s s e s s e s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l .
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An a p p l i c a n t  m u s t  r e c e i v e  a  s c o r e  o f  a t  l e a s t  75% on  e a c h  
s u b j e c t  o f  b o t h  e x a m i n a t i o n s  t o  r e c e i v e  a n  o v e r a l l  p a s s i n g  
g r a d e  a n d  h e n c e  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .

W r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  o f  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  t y p e ,  w i t h  r e ­
s p o n s e s  t o  t e s t  q u e s t i o n s  b e i n g  r e c o r d e d  on  a n s w e r  s h e e t s  
w h i c h  a r e  g r a d e d  w i t h  t h e  a i d  o f  an  a n s w e r  k e y  o r  t e m p l a t e .  
A l a s k a  u t i l i z e s  e x c e r p t s  f r o m  t h e  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s  f o r  t h e  w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  exam c o v e r i n g  
o r a l  d i a g n o s i s ,  o r a l  m e d i c i n e ,  a n d  r a d i o l o g y .  T h e  p o r t i o n s  
o f  t h e  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o v e r i n g  p r o s t h e t i c s ,  a n d  A l a s k a  
S t a t u t e s  a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  g o v e r n i n g  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  d e n t i s t ­
r y ,  h a v e  b e e n  d e v e l o p e d  b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s .

U n l i k e  t h e  w r i t t e n  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  t h e  g r a d i n g  o f  t h e  c l i n i c a l  
exam i s  s u b j e c t i v e  i n  n a t u r e .  T h e  c l i n i c a l  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  c a n d i d a t e s  t o  c o m p l e t e  am a lg am  an d  g o l d  
i n l a y  p r e p a r a t i o n s  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n s  o n  a c t u a l  p a t i e n t s  i n  a  
c l i n i c a l  s e t t i n g .  ( U n t i l  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  e x am ,  a  g o l d  f o i l  
p r e p a r a t i o n  a n d  r e s t o r a t i o n  was  a l s o  a  r e q u i r e m e n t . )  
C a n d i d a t e s  a r e  g r a d e d  a t  v a r i o u s  s t e p s  d u r i n g  t h e  c o m p l e t i o n  
o f  e a c h  c l i n i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s  b y  s e v e r a l  e x a m i n e r s  a p p o i n t e d  
b y  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s .  I n  a l l  c a s e s ,  
e x a m i n e r s  m u s t  b e  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t s  l i c e n s e d  i n  t h e  S t a t e .  
M o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  t h e y  a r e  m em be r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d .  
G r a d e s  a r e  a s s i g n e d  b y  e x a m i n e r s  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  p e r c e p t i o n  
o f  w h e t h e r  a  c a n d i d a t e ' s  w o r k  m e e t s  c e r t a i n  s e t s  o f  e s t a b ­
l i s h e d  c r i t e r i a  d e s i g n e d  t o  m e a s u r e  c l i n i c a l  a b i l i t y .  An 
a v e r a g e  o f  t h e  s c o r e s  a s s e s s e d  b y  e a c h  e x a m i n e r  d e t e r m i n e s  
t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  f i n a l  g r a d e  on  e a c h  o p e r a t i v e  s u b j e c t .

A t  a  r e c e n t  e x a m i n e r  c a l i b r a t i o n  s e s s i o n ,  h e l d  i n  p r e p a r a ­
t i o n  f o r  t h e  A u g u s t  1 9 8 6  d e n t a l  e x am ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  
D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  c o n c u r r e d  w i t h  a  s t a t e m e n t  m ade  b y  an  
e x p e r t  o n  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a n d  s c o r i n g  
t e c h n i q u e s  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t  a l l  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  
v i r t u a l l y  t h e  same i n  b o t h  c o n t e n t  a n d  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  and  
t h a t  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  p a s s / f a i l  r a t e s  b e t w e e n  j u r i s d i c ­
t i o n s  r e v o l v e s  s o l e l y  a r o u n d  t h e  s c o r i n g  a n d  g r a d i n g  o f  t h e  
i n d i v i d u a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i t s e l f .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  A f o r  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n  s t r u c t u r e  a n d  g e n e r a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  on  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  
an d  S t a t e  d e n t a l  e x a m s . )  A t  t h e  same m e e t i n g ,  t h e  A l a s k a  
B o a r d  was  i n f o r m e d  o f  a  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d  s h o w i n g  d e n t a l  exam  
f a i l u r e  r a t e s  m o v i n g  t o w a r d s  a  r a n g e  o f  b e t w e e n  30% t o  3 5% ,  
w i t h  s l i g h t l y  h i g h e r  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  n o t e d  i n  t h e  w e s t e r n  
s t a t e s  t h a n  i n  t h e  e a s t .  As  sh own  b e l o w ,  A l a s k a ' s  p a s s / f a i l  
r a t e s  h a v e  n o t  p a r a l l e l e d  t h i s  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  
c a u s e  f o r  t h i s  b e i n g  d e n t a l  c a n d i d a t e ' s  i n a b i l i t y  t o  a t t a i n  
p a s s i n g  s c o r e s  on  t h e  c l i n i c a l  ( s u b j e c t i v e )  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  
A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n .
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T h e  o v e r a l l  f a i l u r e  r a t e  on  t h e  f i v e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a ­
t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b e tw e e n  N o v em b e r  1 9 8 3  a n d  N o v em b e r  1 9 8 5  
o s c i l l a t e d  f r o m  3 3 . 3 %  t o  8 8 . 9 % ,  w i t h  a n  a v e r a g e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  
a p p r o x i m a t i n g  5 9 . 3 % .  T h e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  o n  t h e  w r i t t e n  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  f o r  t h e  same p e r i o d  was  o n l y  
1 . 8 % ,  w i t h  o n l y  o n e  f a i l u r e  i n  5 5  i n i t i a l  a t t e m p t s .  T h e  
o v e r a l l  p a s s  r a t e  o n  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x am ,  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  i n  A u g u s t  1 9 8 6 ,  was  7 5% ,  w i t h  10  o f  1 1  c a n d i ­
d a t e s  p a s s i n g  t h e  w r i t t e n  p o r t i o n .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  G . )  An 
o v e r a l l  p a s s  r a t e  o f  75% i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  r e c e n t  c h a n g e s  i n  
A l a s k a ' s  e x a m i n a t i o n  c o n t e n t  a n d  s c o r i n g  p r o c e d u r e s  may h a v e  
h a d  a  p o s i t i v e  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h i s  e x am ;  h o w e v e r ,  
i t  i s  p r e m a t u r e  t o  c o n c l u d e  t h a t  t h i s  i s  m o r e  t h a n  an  
i s o l a t e d  i n c i d e n t  a n d  i n  f a c t  e v i d e n c e s  a  c h a n g e  i n  p r e v i ­
o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  t r e n d s .  ( 7 5%  i s  t h e  h i g h e s t  p a s s  r a t e  
e x p e r i e n c e d  on  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  s i n c e  1 9 7 7 . )
C l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  f a i l u r e  r a t e s ,  a n d  i n  t u r n  o v e r a l l  
d e n t a l  exam f a i l u r e  r a t e s ,  o f  t h e  m a g n i t u d e  o f  t h o s e  e x p e r i ­
e n c e d  p r i o r  t o  A u g u s t  1 9 8 6 ,  a r e  e x c e s s i v e  n o t  o n l y  i n  
c o m p a r i s o n  t o  t h e  a b o v e  n o t e d  n a t i o n a l  t r e n d ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  
c o m p a r i s o n  t o  f a i l u r e  r a t e s  o n  s i m i l a r  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a d m i n i s ­
t e r e d  b y  o t h e r  w e s t e r n  s t a t e s  a n d  v a r i o u s  r e g i o n a l  d e n t a l  
t e s t i n g  b o a r d s  o r  a g e n c i e s .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  W a s h i n g t o n ' s  
d e n t a l  exam  f a i l u r e  r a t e  o v e r  t h e  l a s t  f i v e  y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  
i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  35% t o  37% f o r  i n - s t a t e  d e n t a l  s c h o o l  
g r a d u a t e s  a n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  50% f o r  o u t - o f - s t a t e  g r a d u a t e s .  
O r e g o n ' s  f a i l u r e  r a t e  i s  c om m on ly  i n  t h e  r a n g e  o f  10% t o  
20% .  On O r e g o n ' s  m o s t  r e c e n t  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  90% o f  a l l  
c a n d i d a t e s  e x a m i n e d  r e c e i v e d  p a s s i n g  s c o r e s .  C a l i f o r n i a ' s  
1 9 8 4  f a i l u r e  r a t e  wa s  4 8% ,  c o m p a r e d  t o  45% i n  1 9 8 3 .  ( S e e  
A p p e n d i x  H . )
A s  shown i n  A p p e n d i x  C ,  r e g i o n a l l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  c l i n i c a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n s  a r e  u t i l i z e d  b y  2 6  s t a t e s  i n  p l a c e  o f  S t a t e  
a d m i n i s t e r e d  c l i n i c a l  e x a m s .  An a d d i t i o n a l  6 s t a t e s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  D i s t r i c t  o f  C o l u m b i a ,  u t i l i z e  r e g i o n a l  
c l i n i c a l  ex am s  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  a  S t a t e  p e r f o r m a n c e  
e x a m i n a t i o n ,  w h i l e  o n e  s t a t e  a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e i r  own c l i n i c a l  
exam  o n l y  f o r  c a n d i d a t e s  f r o m  n o n - a c c r e d i t e d  s c h o o l s .  1 9 8 5  
f a i l u r e  r a t e s  o n  r e g i o n a l  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  
b y  t h e  N o r t h e a s t  R e g i o n a l  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  (NERB )  
a n d  t h e  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n a l  D e n t a l  T e s t i n g  S e r v i c e  (CRDTS )  w e r e  
1 9 . 8 %  an d  1 0 . 8 % ,  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  T h e  a v e r a g e  f a i l u r e  r a t e  on  
t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  a d m i n i s t e r e d  b y  t h e  W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  
E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d  (WREB) f o r  t h e  l a s t  5 y e a r s  h a s  b e e n  2 3 . 2 % ,  
w i t h  a  h i g h  o f  33% a n d  a  l o w  o f  1 9% .  ( S e e  A p p e n d i x  H . )

A f a c t o r  known t o  h a v e  p a r t i a l l y  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  c a n d i d a t e  
f a i l u r e  on  A l a s k a ' s  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  i s  t h e  l a c k  o f  
c o n s i s t e n t  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  s c o r e s  b y  d e n t a l  e x a m i n e r s .  One 
c a s e  was  n o t e d  w h e r e  a  c a n d i d a t e ' s  s c o r e s  a s s i g n e d  b y  f o u r
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d i f f e r e n t  e x a m i n e r s  on  t h e  same s t e p  o f  an  o p e r a t i v e  p r o c e ­
d u r e  r a n g e d  f r o m  0% t o  8 0% ,  w i t h  a c t u a l  s c o r e s  b e i n g  0 ,  6 0 ,  
8 0 ,  a n d  0 .  T h o u g h  t h i s  i s  a n  e x t r e m e  e x a m p l e ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  
o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  s i t u a t i o n  i n d i c a t e s  a  d i r e  n e e d  f o r  m o d i f i ­
c a t i o n  i n  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  p r o c e s s .

R e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  e x a c t  c a u s e s  f o r  A l a s k a ' s  h i g h  f a i l u r e  
r a t e s  on  p a s t  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s ,  c h a n g e s  m u s t  b e  made  
w h i c h  w i l l  s e r v e  t o  f o s t e r  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  f a i t h  i n  t h e  S t a t e ' s  
means  f o r  r e g u l a t i n g  e n t r y  i n t o  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n .  
P r o c e d u r e s  m u s t  b e  a d h e r e d  t o  w h i c h  w i l l  a l l o w  t h e  c l i n i c a l  
p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  t o  b e  c o n d u c t e d  i n  
an  o b j e c t i v e  m a n n e r ,  w i t h  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on  p a s s i n g  a l l  
c a n d i d a t e s  who e v i d e n c e  s a t i s f a c t o r y  k n o w l e d g e  o f  t h e  b a s i c  
p r i n c i p l e s  o f  o p e r a t i v e  d e n t i s t r y  a n d  p o s s e s s  s a t i s f a c t o r y  
c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  -  e v e n  t h o s e  who  p o s s e s s  o n l y  t h e  "m in imum"  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s .  P a s s  r a t e s  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  
s h o u l d  b e  c o m m e n s u r a t e  w i t h  t h o s e  b e i n g  e x p e r i e n c e d  on  
d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n s  a d m i n i s t e r e d  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  n a t i o n .

I n  o r d e r  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  a b o v e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  
E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  o n e  o r  m o r e  o f  t h e  f o u r  
e x i s t i n g  r e g i o n a l  d e n t a l  t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  f o r  t h e  t e s t i n g  o f  
c a n d i d a t e s  c l i n i c a l  a b i l i t y .  A n o t h e r  a l t e r n a t i v e  w o u l d  b e  
t o  m e r e l y  a c c e p t  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  a n y  c a n d i d a t e  who h a s  s u c ­
c e s s f u l l y  c o m p l e t e d  a n y  o f  t h e  f o u r  r e g i o n a l  b o a r d s .  T he  
f i r s t  a p p r o a c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  A l a s k a  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  i n p u t  
i n t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n ,  w h i l e  t h e  
s e c o n d  w o u l d  r e q u i r e  u s  t o  r e l y  o n  t h e  a b i l i t y  o f  s t a t e s  
a f f i l i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  t o  m a i n t a i n  an  
e x a m i n a t i o n  w h i c h  t e s t s  p r o c e d u r e s  a n d  m e t h o d s  c o m m e n s u r a t e  
w i t h  c u r r e n t  t r e n d s  i n  d e n t a l  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  a c c e p t a b l e  
d e n t a l  p r a c t i c e s .  I n  e i t h e r  c a s e ,  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  
D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  w i l l  b e n e f i t  f r o m  d i s a s s o c i a t i n g  t h e m s e l v e s  
f r o m  t h e  o n u s  o f  a d m i n i s t e r i n g  t h e  s u b j e c t i v e  c l i n i c a l  
e x a m i n a t i o n  b y  p l a c i n g  t h i s  b u r d e n  on  a n  e s t a b l i s h e d ,  
i m p a r t i a l ,  d e n t a l  t e s t i n g  o r g a n i z a t i o n  l o c a t e d  o u t s i d e  o f  
t h e  S t a t e .  T h e  p u b l i c  w i l l ,  i n  t u r n ,  b e n e f i t  t h r o u g h  t h e  
B o a r d ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  f o c u s  t h e i r  e f f o r t s  on  o t h e r  p e r t i n e n t  
i s s u e s  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  d e n t a l  p r o f e s s i o n  i n  t h e  S t a t e  o f  
A l a s k a .
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APPENDIXES

Source for Appendixes A - D: American Dental Association 1986 publication, titled,

"Facts About States - For the dentist seeking a location."

Source for Appendix F: American Dental Association 1982 publication, titled, "Facts

About States - For the dentist seeking a location."
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APPENDIX A

S ta te  a n d  R e g io n a l  B o a r d s :  S t r u c t u r e  o f  E x a m s  a n d  G e n e r a l  In fo r m a t io n *

The following chart outlines the structure of the board exams for each state and region. Among the new developments in 1985: Idaho has joined the 
Western Regional Examining Board.
The suooortmg papers needed to take the boards are generally the same in every state: recent photograDhs. copies of your national board scores, a 
certificate of graduation, fingerprints, copies of your dental school transcriots (and sometimes undergraduate transcripts), proof of liability insurance 
coverage, and other dentists' verification of your high moral character. Not every state requires all of these, but it pays to collect them all, especially if 
you're planning to take exams in several states.
Nearly every state requires you to suoply your own patients and the proper indications for the procedures you'll oerform, Most states also exoect you 
to provide your own handpieces, instruments, and supplies. Several states supply some of these for a  nominal tee. and in other states, dental suooly 
firms attend the board exams and have limited supplies on hand for your use, In any case, you should go to the exam with everything you think you 
may need.
Most states do not accent reciprocity from other states, but many do allow licensure by credentials; that is, they will grant a license to practice if you 
have already passed a board exam in another state and have worked there for a certain number of years.
Thirty-two states belong to regional testing systems. The regional boards do only the clinical testing phase for the different states.

Regional Testing 
Service/Slate Board

Northeast1

Exam
Frequency

Winter, spring, summer

Southern2

Central3

May/June. July/August, 
December

May. June, August, De­
cember

Fee Written
S275 Simulated clinical exami­

nations; (1) diagnosis, oral 
medicine, and radiology; 
(2) comprehensive treat­
ment planning

$300 Treatment planning, oral 
pathology .

$350 Prosthodontics, periodon­
tics. emergency/basic life 
support

Western4

Alabama

Alaska

California

March, June, September $375 Oral pathology, prosthetics

Juno (may vary)

June, November

6 times a year

$120 Theoretical exam on Ala­
bama jurisprudence and 
radiation safety

$200 Oral diagnosis and treat­
ment planning, jurisprud­
ence, prosthetics

$150 Oral diagnosis and treat­
ment planning, written 
peno. Radiation safety 
(optional).

Practical
C lass V gold foil or class 
II amalgam; class II. Ill, IV 
gold foil or class II inlay,
%  or full crown; diagnosis 
and scaling of periodontal 
patient: complete denture 
exercise with patient 
(impression o f either arch 
to esthetic try-in of maxil­
lary denture)
C lass II amalgam; MOD 
inlay/onlay; c lass III or IV 
composite, denture exer­
cise on patient (impres­
sions upper and lower, to 
esthetic try-in)
Periodontal clinical; C lass 
II amalgam: cast restora­
tion. an inlay, onlay, %  
crown, or V« crown: com­
posite restoration: simu­
lated clinical judgment
Class II amalgam, perio­
dontics. gold casting (on­
lay to full crown, no inlay), 
endodontics

Prosthetics, endodontics, 
prophylaxis, operative

Additional
Information

Candidates are permitted 
to take the NERB exami­
nation only once dunng a 
cycle.

Candidates must submit 
proof of malpractice insur­
ance with their applica­
tions.

-18-

Applications must be re­
ceived 45 days before ex­
amination date. Nebraska 
allows reciprocity from 
other states. Must furnish 
own patients.
Must furnish own patient, 
instruments, and hand­
pieces. Expendable mate­
rials (except gold) are 
supplied.
Must furnish own patients. 
Must furnish own instru­
ments. and supplies. No 
reciprocity with other 

_  states.
C lass II amalgam, class V Must furnish own patients, 
gold foil, class II gold inlay3 ' handpieces, instruments.

and supplies. No recioroc- 
ity with other states. No li­
censure by credentials.

C lass II amalgam. Peri­
odontal exam includes 
written diagnostic and clin­
ical. Crown and bndge 
prepare two abutments: 
construct wax pattern on 
one. Full denture set-up.
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Regional Testing 
Service/State Board

Florida

Georgia

Hawaii

Indiana

Louisiana

Mississippi

Nevada

New Mexico 

New York56

Exam
Frequency

June. December

Fee Written

$280 Laws and rules o l Florida

June.

twice a year: announced 
60 days before exam

$200 Jurisprudence. periodon­
tics and oral pathology 
slide exam (multiple 
choice)

$250 Jurisprudence, oral diag­
nosis. treatment planning

Practical

On manneauin: cast gold 
class II MOD onlay on oi- 
cuspid tooth: class II 
amalgam: pin amalgam 
enoooontic access on 
posterior and anterior 
tootn. On patient: pen- 
odontal exercise, pros­
thetic impression and 
articulation.
Clinical class II amalgam, 
class Hi composite, cast 
gold class II inlay or onlay; 
laboratory: preparations 
and gold casting on denti­
form, denture set-up.
C lass III or II gold foil: 
class II amalgam: MOD 
onlay and '/« crown with 1 
indirect wax-up, complete 
denture set

twice a year $100

May/June (annually) $100

Theoretical exam if all 
parts of national ooards 
have not been completed: 
Jurisprudence on Indiana 
laws.

Ethics and jurisprudence, 
office emergencies, oral 
surge: y, periodontics, oral
n-nthnlonn

Class II amalgam: class II, 
III. IV toil, or class I. V 
gold foil and composite, or 
MOO inlay or crown: pros­
thetic proolem solving: 
Lab: anterior porcelain 
bonded to metal prepara­
tion: %  crown prep on oi- 
cusoid. wax. cast and 
finish: upper denture set­
up; periodontal scaling 
and curretage: diagnosis 
and treatment planning.
Amalgam and composite, 
onlay procedure, remova­
ble prosthodontics. endo- 
doniics, occlusion

June (annually) $200

March, July (annually)

January. June

Jurisprudence, dental 
anatomy, radiograpny

$200 Must have passed na­
tional board examination.

$150 Jurisorudence. orai diag­
nosis. office emergencies

One MOD. DO. or MO 
amalgam: one lour-sur- 
face amalgam replacing at 
least one cusp; one class 
III composite: one full gold 
crown: removable pros­
thetics
Complete denture fabnca- 
tlon: either a class II. III. 
or IV gold (oil or a class II 
cast gold restoration, in­
lay, or onlay (restoration 
must be finished in one 
day); c lass II amalgam
C lass II amalgam: gold 
casting; MOD inlay; class 
n r IV  or V gold foil

August. Decemoer $245 Eauivaient to Northeast Eauivalem to Northeast
Regional Board Regional Board

Additional
Information

Must furnish own patients 
(Supply companies will 
usually help.) About 52% 
pass annually. Must have 
taken national board 
within 10 years. No reci­
procity with other states.

Must furnish own patients 
instruments, and hand­
pieces. No reciprocity with 
other states.

Must fumisn own patients, 
but Hawaii does run ad in 
local college newsoaoers. 
Must furmsn own nand- 
pieces, instruments, and 
supplies. No reciprocity 
with other states.
Must have valid CPR cer­
tification oefore exam. 
Must furmsn own patient. 
Must obtain malpractice 
insurance oefore the 
exam. Must furnish ongi- 
nal dental school diploma.

Must furnish own oatients. 
liability insurance, equip­
ment. and supplies. Con­
tent of examination is 
subiect to cnange at the 
discretion of the board.
No reciprocity. All informa­
tion suoiect to change for 
each examination. Must 
have valid CPR . Must fur­
nish own patients.

Must furnish own patients, 
instruments, and suoones. 
including pre- and postop­
erative radiographs. Some 
disposable items will be 
available. No reciprocity.

Must furnish own parents, 
instruments ano high, low 
speed hanaoiece. Suopiy 
company assists witn 
exam. No reciorocity. No 
licensure by creaentiais.
Equivalent to Nonneast 
Regional Boarn cut vano 
only in New York. Open io 
eligioie graduates of non- 
accredited ano accredited 
schools. Must lurmsn own 
patiems ana instruments.
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Regional Testing 
Service/State Board

North Carolina

Exam
Fraquency

Ma',, August

Feo Written

S75 Jurisprudence, penodon- 
tics, occlusion

Oklahoma

Oregon

South Carolina

May, June, and December $200 Jurisprudence

June, December

Summer

$50  Jurisprudence, oral diag­
nosis, treatment planning, 
oral pathology, and gen­
eral dentistry

$200 Ethics and Jurisprudence

Texas May/June. August/Sep­
tember

$100 Jurisprudence

Virgin Islands June, November $65 Operative dentistry, phar­
macology, prosthooontics, 
oral surgery and pain con­
trol, oral pathciogy and ra­
diology, endooontics- 
periodontics. anatomic sci­
ences. and dental anat­
omy (rom the national 
board exams il have not 
passed the national 
boards during the last two 
years.

Pract.cal

C lass II inlay or onlay; 
c lass II amalgam: oral sur­
gery: removaDie'orostho- 
dontics (complete upper 
denture, partial design); 
poriooontics: lab exer­
cises: endodontics, crown 
preps
Prosthetic denture set-uo: 
clinical operative proce­
dures
Selection Irom the follow­
ing: amalgam restoration, 
cast gold restoration, per­
iodontics. prosthodontics

Clinical includes 2 class II 
amalgams. 2  composites: 
prosthetics: impressions. 
CR records, set mandibu­
lar and maxillary 6 interior 
teeth. Laboratory: Wax up 
3-umt bridge, prep onlay, 
wax and cast on a denti­
form.
3-umt fixed bndge: 2 class 
II amalgams: 2 composite 
restorations: prepare diag­
nosis and treatment plan 
from photographs, x-rays, 
modeir. etc.: denture set­
up, ready for Masking
Periodontics, radiology, 
oral surgery, operative 
dentistry

Additional
Information

Must furnish own patients 
and instruments. No reci­
procity. No licensure by 
credentials. No specialty 
exams.

Must furnish own patients 
ano instruments. Must 
have valid CPR .
No reciprocity o r tempo­
rary licenses. Must furmsn 
own patients and instru­
ments. Specialty exams 
available.

Must furnish own patiems. 
No reciprocity or tempo­
rary licenses.

Washington June. September $120 C lass II amalgam: class II. 
Ill, V gold foil; MOD inlay 
and a periodontal section

Must furnish own patients, 
instruments, handpieces, 
and supplies. Some com­
panies may have sucpiies 
for use at no cost. No re­
ciprocity with other states.

NOTES: 1 1ncludes Connecticut. District of Columbia. Maine. Maryland, Massachusetts. Michigan. New Hampshire, New Jersey. New York. Ohio.
Pennsylvania. Rhode Island. Vermont, and West Virginia.

2 Includes Arkansas. Kentucky. Tennessee, and Virginia.
3 Includes Colorado. Iowa. Minnesota. Missouri. Kansas. Nebraska, North Dakota. South Dako'a, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.
* Includes Arizona. Idaho, Montana, and Utah.
s In aadition to participating in the Nonneast Regional Board, New York administers a separate series of examinations.
6 The fee .shown for New. York includes license lee. exam lee. and first triennial registration lee.a) Class V gold f o i l  no longer a c l in ic a l  examination requirement.

* SOURCE: The above information is compiled annually by American Student Oental Association and is published in the ASDA  Handbook, Fall 
1S85,. pages 7S-62. Reprinted with permission of American Student Dental Association.
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W r i t t e n  E x a m in a t io n  R e q u i r e m e n t s *
Recognizes Certificate of 

National Board Dental Examinations

State
Accepts Scores 

on National 
Board Exam

Time
Limit

(Years) Additional Written
AlaOama Yes 0 Yes
Alaska Yes 0 Yes
Arizona Yes 0 Yes
Arkansas Yes 0 Yes
California Yes 0 __
Coioraoo Yes 15 Yes
Connecticut Yes 0 Yes
Delaware No 1/ __ __
Distnct of Columbia Yes __ __
Floriaa Yes 10 Yes
Georgia Yes 0 Yes
Hawaii Yes 5 Yes
Idano Yes 0 Yes
Illinois Yes 0 __
Indiana Yes 0 Yes
Iowa Yes 0 —
Kansas Yes 0 Yes
Kentucky Yes 0 —
Louisiana Yes — —
Maine Yes — —
Maryland Yes 0 Yes
Massachusetts Yes 5 Yes
Micmgan Yes — —
Minnesota Yes 0 —
Mississiopi Yes 0 Yes
Missouri Yes — _
Montana Yes 0 Yes
Necraska Yes 0 —
Nevaaa Yes 0 Yes
New Hamoshire Yes 0 Yes
New Jersey Yes 0 Yes
New Mexico Yes — —
New Yor.< Yes 0 ---
Nonn Carolina Yes — Yes
North Dakota Yes — —
Ohio Yes 0 Yes
Oklahoma Yes 0 Yes
Oregon Yes 0 Yes
Pennsylvania Yes 0 —
Rhoae Island Yes 0 —
South Carolina Yes 0 __
Soutn Dakota Yes — —
Tennessee Yes 0 —
Texas Yes 0 —
Utah Yes 0 —
Vermont Yes 0 —
Virginia Yes 0 —
Wasnmgton Yes 0 —
West Virginia Yes 0 Yes
Wisconsin Yes 0 —
Wyoming Yes — —
Virgin Isianas Yes .— —
"F o r graduates of accredited dental schools. Data as of January 1 .1986 . 
Source. Joint Commission on National Dental Examinations

—  Delaware conducts th eir own written examinations.
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C l in ic a l  E x a m in a t io n  R e q u i r e m e n t s

State
Regional 

Test y

Time
Limit

(Years)
Slate

Performance
Examination

Limit to 
Times Taken

Alabama Yes 2 times and (c)
Alaska --- --- Yes —
Arizona WREB 5 Yes 2  times and education
Arkansas SRTA 5 — 3 times and (d)
California — — Yes Unlimited
Coloraoo CRDTS 5 No 3 times
Connecticut NERB 5 No Unlimited
Delaware — — Yes —
Distnct of Columbia (1) NERB 5 Yes 3  times and education
Flonda — —. Yes 3  limes and education
Georgia — — Yes 3  times and education
Hawaii — — Yes —
Idaho WREB — No —
Illinois NERB 10 Yes Unlimited
Indiana — — Yes —
Iowa CRDTS 5 No 2 times, education and (c)
Kansas CRDTS 5 No 2  times, education and (c)
Kentucky SRTA 5 No Unlimited
Louisiana (0 — — Yes 3 times and education
Maine (1) NERB 5 No —
Maryland NERB 5 No 2  times and education
Massachusetts NERB 5 No —
Michigan (I) NERB 10 (e) 3 times and education
Minnesota CRDTS 5 No —
Mississippi — — Yes 2 times and education
Missoun CRDTS 5 No 3 times and education
Montana WREB 3 No —
Nebraska CRDTS 5 No 2 times and education
Nevada — — Yes 2 times and (b)
New Hampshire NERB 5 No (c)
New Jersey NERB 15 No —
New Mexico (1) — — Yes Unlimited
New York NERB 0 Yes 2 times and (d)
Nonh Carolina — — Yes Unlimited
North Dakota (0 CRDTS 5 No —
Ohio NERB 5 No 2 times and education
Oklahoma __ — Yes 2 times and (c)
Oregon — — Yes Unlimited
Pennsylvania NERB — No —
Rhode Island NERB — No Unlimited
South Carolina (1) — — Yes Unlimited
South Dakota (I) CRDTS 5 No —
Tennessee SRTA 5 Yes —
Texas — — Yes 3  times (c)
Utah (1) WREB 3 No —
Vermont NERB 5 No. —
Virginia SRTA 5 No 3 times
Washington — — Yes Unlimited
West Virginia (f) NERB — No ---
Wisconsin CRDTS 5 No ---
Wyoming (1) CRDTS 5 Yes 2  times and education
Virgin Islands (0 — — Yes 2 times and education

Data as ol January 1. 1986 unless otherwise indicated.
(a) Skip one testing Detore re-iaking third lime.
(b) Must wait one year Delore re-taking.
(c) Must nave aoproval ol the Board,
(d) Remedial training.
(e) Yes. lor graduates o l non-accredited schools.
(I) 1982 data.
Source: Joint Commission on National Denial Examinations

—  CRDTS -  Central Regional Dental Testing ServiceNERB -  Northeast Regional Board of Dental Examiners SRTA -  Southern Regional Testing Agency WREB -  Wescem Regional Examining Board
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APPENDIX D

S u m m a r y  o f  R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  L ic e n s u r e  b y  C r e d e n t ia ls  in  C e r t a in  S t a t e s  
G r a n t in g  L ic e n s u r e  b y  C r e d e n t ia ls

The slates that grant licensure by credentials have individual requirements, of which the following is an overview. All states require a jurisorudence 
examination; however, this mignt be a formal, written examination, or a signed statement attesting that the candidate is familiar with the laws governing 
dentistry in the state. Candidates should write to the individual states lor complete information and application.

Years in 
practice

5

5 
5 
5 
5 ’
5'
5

No Limit 
2*
5 
I3 
5 
5

5 
5 
5 
5 
5

R = states that will issue licenses by credentials only to candidates from states with a reciprocal agreement.
‘ The state of Maine will require a personal interview with a candidate who passed a state board examination more than 1 year before applying to Maine

for a license.
’ Will issue a licensure by credentials to candidates who pass the Northeast Regional Board Examination in lieu of active practice.
^Two years ot the past 3 years must have been in active practice.
3This requirement will change to 3 years of active practice.
4One letter o l recommendation from each state board in eech state in which the dentist has practiced.
Source; "Licensure by Credentials —  Is it Working?", report published in the J o u rn a l o f  the  A m erican  D en ta l A ssoc ia tion , Vol 111, July 1985. pages 

19 -32.

Will accept Letters of Persona
State applications from recommendation interview

Arkansas R 2 X
Oistnct of 

Columoia
Specialists Only X

Indiana All states 3 X
Iowa R 2 X
Kansas R 5
Maine All states 0 X*
Maryland All states 3 X
Massachusetts R 1 X
Michigan On an individual basis 4 Rarely
Minnesota All states 4 X
Missouri All states 2
Nebraska All states 2 X
New Hampshire R . 3 X
New York 
North Dakota

All states
Has an option, but has not 

granted licensure by 
credentials in 5 years

3

Oklahoma R 10
Pennsylvania All states 2
Rhode Island R 3
Tennessee R 14
Vermont At the discretion 2
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APPENDIX E

A L A S K A  D E NT AL  LICENSES ISSUED

Information presented in this appendix was compiled from the dental license issue log maintained 
by the Department of Commerce and Economic Development's Division of Occupational Licensing.

June 1, 1980
through ,/ 

October 17, 1984

October 17, 1984 
through 

June 30, 1986

Total 
June 1, 1980 

through 
June 30, 1986

Number issued based on credentials 8 14 y 22

Number Issued based on examination 75 31 106

Total number issued 83 M 128

By credentials as percentage of total 9,6% 31.1% 17.2%

—  The Alaska Board of Dental Examiners issued licenses based on candidates' credentials,
pursuant to AS 08.36.234, from June 1, 1980 through October 17, 1984. At that time 
they ceased issuing licenses by credentials, by emergency order, as promulgated in
12 AAC 28.950.

2/
-  Licenses issued based on reinterview of candidates previously denied licensure by

credentials, as recommended by the Ombudsman's office and the Attorney General's office.



APPENDIX F

T o t a l  D e n t a l  Licensure R e s u l t s  by S t a t e  B o a r d
i n  1 9 8 1

Stats Board
Alabama...  
Alaika.. I/. Aruona.T.. Arkansas...

CRDTS* ..................Colorado.  ........Connecticut............Delaware  ........
District of Columbia .
Florida...................Georgia  .........Hawaii................
Idano......................Illinois.  ............
Indiana....................Iowa ....................
Kansas ....................Kentucky.. . . . . . . . .
Maine................ ..Maryland................
Massacnusens........Michigan . . . . . . . . .Minnesota
Mississiopi .......... .Missouri .......... .Montana .Nebraska............
Nevada....................
New Hampshire . . . .
New Jersey........
New Mexico............New York ..........
Nonn Carolina . . . . .

Norm Oakota ..
Ohio................Oklahoma........
Oregon .
Pennsylvania . .  Rhode Island .. Soutn Carolina. South Dakota .. 
SRTA* ............
Tennessee . . . .Texas................Utah..................Vermont..........
Virginia............
Washington . . .  West Virginia . .Wisconsin........Wyoming . .  . . ,  
WREB*............
Puerto Rico.. . .

Total Passed
8? 64
27 14

137 137
49 49

1.535 781
995 729
225 226
191 191
29 17

601 315
200 200
26 1644 29

507 469
173 126
122 12282 82
151 151
52 52305 305357 357
95 95188 1B8
52 39218 218
30 3098 98
58 28
47 47

478 478
42 36857 677

147 117
2.628 2.280

31 31341 341
130 130
147 147
576 576
42 42
91 91
40 32

597 572
166 166
519 464
22 22

178 178
237 149
63 63

211 211
47 32

467 403
75 70

14.766 12.488

Percent
passed Failed Percent

(ailed
95 5% 3 3.5%
51.91 13 48.lt
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.050.9 754 49.1
73.3 266 26.7
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
53.6 12 41.4

52.4 266 47.6
100 0 0.0
61.5 10 38.5
65.9 IS 34.1
92.S 38 7.5
72.8 47 27.2
100 O 0.0
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0

100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0

100
13
0 0.0

100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
48.3 30 51.7
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
85.7 6 14.3
79 180 21.0
79.6 30 20.4
86.8 348 13.2
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0

100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.080 8 20.095.8 25 4.2
100 0 0.089.4 55 10.6

100 0 0.0
100 0 0.0

62.9 86 37.1
100 0 0.0
100 0 0.063.1 IS 31 9
66.3 64 13.7
93.3 5 6.7
84.5 2.298 15.5

•Regional Testing results are not included in total.
Source: Council on Oental Education, American Dental Association.

1/ , ,  , > .Alaska s t a t is t ic s  were not published by the American Dental A ssociation . Information included here was obtained from the Department of Commerce and Economic Development's Division of Occupational Licensing. Alaska resu lts  are not Included in to ta ls .
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APPENDIX G

RECENT A LA S KA  DENTAL E X A MI NA TI ON  STATISTICS

Information in this appendix was compiled and provided by the Department of Commerce and Economic 
Development's Division of Occupational Licensing.

Novenbei
1983

June
1984

November
1984

June
1985

November
1985

August
1986

Number of applicants examined 1/ 18 18 18 34 25 20

Number Failed 6 16 8 21 16 5

3/
Number Passed - 12 2 10 13 9 15

Percentage Failure Rate 33.3% 88.9% 44.4% 61.8% 64.0% 25.0%

Percentage Pass Rate 66.7% 11.1% 55.6% 38.2% 36.0% 75.0%

Totals include candidates taking all or part of the examination.

2/
-  Totals include candidates failing all or part of the examination.

3/
-  Totals include candidates passing entire examination or those passing remaining parts not 

passed at prior examinations.

4/
-  The dental examination scheduled for June 1986 was postponed until August 1986 in order 

that a new examination site could be located and to allow restructuring of the examination's 
content and scoring procedures.



APPENDIX H

EX AMINATION STATISTICS: W E S T E R N  STATES AND R E G I O N A L  TESTING BOARDS/AGENCIES I'

WASHINGTON - Over the last five years the failure rate for Washington state dental school
graduates has been from 35% to 37%. Out-of-state graduates' failure race has been 
approximately 50%. (These statistics include results from exam retakes - retake 
failure rate approximates 50%, regardless of whether candidates are in-state or 
out-of-state graduates.)

OREGON - Results from the most recent (June 1986) Oregon dental exam are as follows:

Number of candidates taking exam 70 (69 1st attempts)
Number Failing 7
Number Passing 63

Percentage Failure Rate 10%
Percentage Pass Rate 90%

Historically Oregon's passage rate has been in the 80 and 90 percentile range.

CALIFORNIA - 1984 * 1983 *

Number of candidates taking exam 1567 1884
Number Failing 753 849
Number Passing 814 1035

Percentage Failure Rate 48% 45%
Percentage Pass Rate 52% 55%

* (Statistics exclude results of retakes by California dental school graduates.}

NEVADA - Current statistics related to pass/fail rates for Nevada state dental examinations were 
not available for release by the Nevada State Board of Dencal Examiners.

WESTERN REGIONAL EXAMINING BOAM) (WREB) - The average annual pass rate on the WREB exam for the 
past five years is 76.8%, with a high of 81% and a low of 67%. This equates to an
average failure rate of 23.2%, with a high of 33% and a low of 19%.

CENTRAL REGIONAL DENTAL TESTING SERVICE (CRDTS) - CRDTS evaluates approximately 1000 dental
candidates per year, including candidates repeating the examination. The 1985 failure 
rate Cor the operative clinical examination administered by CRDTS was 10.8%.

NORTHEAST REGIONAL BOARD OF DENTAL EXAMINERS (NERB) - In the past ten years, failure rates on 
the NERB examination have ranged from a high of 34.4% in 1983 to a low of 19.8% in 
1985. A failure, in these calculations, is a candidate who fails at least one of the 
five tests in his/her first examination attempt.

SOUTHERN REGIONAL TESTING AGENCY (SRTA) - Dental examination pass/fail statistics are not
generated on an annual basis by SRTA, but instead are prepared for specific test sites.
This information was not made available.

Information obtained in this appendix was provided by the individual state boards or 
regulating bodies and by representatives of the various regional boards or testing agencies.
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BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  &
E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T

POUCHD
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 465-2500

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  C O M M I S S I O N E R

November 3, 1986

N O V  4  - 1 9 8 6

Mr. Gerald L. Wilkerson 
Legislative Auditor 

Division of Legislative Audit 
P.O. Box W 

Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Mr. Wilkerson:

Thank you for the opportunity to review and comment on the 

preliminary audit findings of the Board of Dental Examiners.
At this time, the department's position to the audit recommen­

dations remains as noted in our response to the interim letter 
dated September 10.

The department agrees with recommendation number one, and will 
assist the board in the repeal of 12 AAC 28.950. Prior to tak­

ing a position for or against recommendation number two, the 
department is seeking more information regarding regional test­
ing and its feasibility. There are many factors which must be 
investigated. Recently, the chairman of the Dental Board 
attended the Western Regional Exam in California; we will be 
receiving a report on this exam at the next board teleconfer­
ence meeting which is scheduled for November 13.

Sincerely

LHL/mst4921m

103086a

0",-H2LH -29-





STEVE COWPER, GOVERNOR

D E P A R T M E N T  O F  C O M M E R C E  *

E C O N O M I C  D E V E L O P M E N T
POUCHD
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811 
PHONE: 1907) 465-2534

DIVISION O F  OCCUPATIONAL LICENSING

THE A L A S K A  B O ARD OF D E N T I A L  E X A M I N E R S

R o b e r t  E. W a r ren, C h a i r m a n

D e c e m b e r  16, 1986
t •

G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  of L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  
P o u c h  W
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1 - 3 3 0 0

Re: "A S p e c i a l  R e p o r t  on The D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m m e r c e  a n d
E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  B o a r d  of Dental E x a m i n e r s  
A u g u s t  27, 1 9 8 6” (C o n f i d e n t i a l  P r e l i m i n a r y  Au d i t )

Audit C o n t r o l  Number: 0 8 - 4 2 7 1 - 8 6 - S ____________________

Dear Mr. Wil k e r s o n :

O n  b e h a l f  of the A l a s k a  B o a r d  of D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s ,  I o f f e r  
the f o l l o w i n g  r e s p o n s e  to the a b o v e - r e f e r e n c e d  c o n f i d e n t i a l  
P r e l i m i n a r y  A u d i t  Report. As y o u  know, that R e p o r t  c o n t a i n s  
two r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s .  The B o a r d  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  c o n c u r s  w i t h  
one r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  but s t r o n g l y  d i s a g r e e s  w i t h  the other.

1. A r e a s  of A g r e e m e n t .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  Num b e r  2, set f o r t h  
on p a g e s  12-15 of the R e p o r t ,  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  "The A l a s k a  
B o a r d  of D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  a f f i l i a t e  w i t h  o n e  or m o r e  
of the four e x i s t i n g  r e g i o n a l  t e s t i n g  s e r v i c e s  for the e x a­
m i n a t i o n  of d e n t a l  c a n d i d a t e ' s  [sic] c l i n i c a l  sk i l l s  in lieu 
of a d m i n i s t e r i n g  a S t a t e - r u n  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i n a t i o n . "  
(Report, pa g e  12.)

T h e  B o a r d  p r o v i s i o n a l l y  agrees, w i t h  this r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  and 
is in the p r o c e s s  of t a k i n g  a c t i v e  steps to i m p l e m e n t  it. 
G e o g r a p h i c a l l y ,  the m o s t  l o g i c a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  for A l a s k a  is 
the W e s t e r n  R e g i o n a l  E x a m i n i n g  B o a r d  (WREB). As n o t e d  in 
A p p e n d i x  A  to the R e p o r t  (at p a g e  20", note 4) , the W R E B  
inc l u d e s  A r i z o n i a ,  Idaho, M o n t a n a  a n d  Utah.

08-H8LH
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G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  of L e g i s l a t i v e  A u dit 
Re: R e p o r t / B o a r d  of D e n t a l

E x a m i n e r s  
D e c e m b e r  16, 1986 
Page 2

O n  S e p t e m b e r  28-30, 1986, the B o a r d ' s  H y g e n i s t  m e m b e r ,  C h r i s  
Baxter, and I p e r s o n a l l y  a t t e n d e d  the W R E B  a u t umn, 1986 e x a­
mi n a t i o n ,  w h i c h  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  at L o m a  L i n d a  U n i v e r s i t y  in 
L o m a  Linda, C a l i f o r n i a .  I d i r e c t l y  o b s e r v e d  the e n t i r e  
f o u r - d a y  e x a m i n a t i o n  as it was a d m i n i s t e r e d  to the 70 d e n t a l  
c a n d i d a t e s  a n d  the 31 h y g e n i s t  c a n d i d a t e s .  In my p r o­
fe s s i o n a l  o p i n i o n ,  the e x a m i n a t i o n  as a d m i n i s t e r e d  by the 
W R E B  was c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  t h o r o u g h ,  and fair.

Mo r e  recen t l y ,  on D e c e m b e r  5-6, 1986, I a t t e n d e d  the W R E B  
E x a m i n a t i o n  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  m e e t i n g  in P h o e n i x ,  A r i z o n i a .  
W h i l e  in P h o e n i x ,  I a l s o  a t t e n d e d  the W R E B  G e n e r a l  M e m b e r­
ship M e e t i n g  a n d  the m e e t i n g  of the B o a r d  of D i r e c t o r s .  My 
c o n c l u s i o n  fr o m  my d i r e c t  o b s e r v a t i o n s  is th a t  the W R E B  is a 
c o m p e t e n t  and h i g h l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  t e s t i n g  agency.

A t  the u p c o m i n g  J a n u a r y  15, 1987 m e e t i n g  of the A l a s k a  B o a r d  
of Dental E x a m i n e r s ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of w h e t h e r  A l a s k a  s h o u l d  
jo i n  the W R E B  wi l l  be v o t e d  upon. Prior to the v o te, I w i l l  
p r e s e n t  my f i e l d  r e s e a r c h  a n d  f i n d i n g s  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to the 
W R EB. Also, Dr. D a v i d  Low, p a s t  P r e s i d e n t  of the W R E B  and 
c u r r e n t  C h a i r m a n  of t h e  W R E B  Exam'.nation C o m m i t t e e ,  wi l l  
m a k e  a p r e s e n t a t i o n .  M y  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  w i l l  be t h a t  A l a s k a  
s h o u l d  join the W R E B ,  t h e r e b y  r e c o g n i z i n g  a p a s s i n g  g r a d e  on 
the W R E B  e x a m i n a t i o n  as s a t i s f y i n g  the e x a m i n a t i o n  r e q u i r e­
me n t  of AS C 9 . 3 6 . 1 3 0  a n d  AS  0 8 . 36.160.

I m i g h t  note in p a s s i n g  t h a t  o n l y  a p o r t i o n  of my t r a v e l  
e x p e n s e s  have b e e n  p a i d  by the W R E B  a n d  I ha v e  d o n a t e d  the 
b a l a n c e  of my t r a v e l  e x p e n s e s  a n d  my p r o f e s s i o n a l  time. The 
S t a t e  of A l a s k a  has not a b s o r b e d  a n y  of t h e s e  costs.

2. A r e a s  of D i s a g r e e m e n t .  R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N u m b e r  1, set 
f orth at p a g e s  1 1 -12 of the R e p o r t ,  p r o p o s e s  t h a t  "The 
A l a s k a  B o a r d  of D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r s  s h o u l d  i s s u e  d e n t a l  l i c e n­
ses to q u a l i f i e d  d e n t i s t s  b a s e d  on t h eir p e r f o r m a n c e  r e c o r d s  
in l i e u  of r e q u i r i n g  t h e y  pa s s  an e x a m i n a t i o n .  (Li c e n s u r e
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G e r a l d  L. W i l k e r s o n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  of L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t  
Re: R e p o r t / B o a r d  of Dental

E x a m i n e r s  
D e c e m b e r  16, 1986 
Page 3

by credentials)." The Board strongly disagrees with this 
Recommendation.

In our e x p e r i e n c e ,  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s  runs a s e r i o u s  
and s u b s t a n t i a l  r i s k  of a u t h o r i z i n g  i n c o m p e t e n t  or o t h e r w i s e  
u n d e s i r a b l e  i n d i v i d u a l s  to p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  in A l a s k a  for 
two reasons. First, l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s  p r o v i d e s  
i n a d e q u a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y  to i n v e s t i g a t e  and v e r i f y  the a p p l i­
can t ' s  p r o f e s s i o n a l ,  c l i n i c a l  skills. Second, b e c a u s e  t here 
is p r e s e n t l y  no c e n t r a l  c l e a r i n g  h o u s e  of p r o f e s s i o n a l  d e n­
tal i n f o r m a t i o n  in the U n i t e d  States, it is e x t r e m e l y  d i f­
ficu l t  to w e e d  o u t  i n d i v i d u a l s  w h o  are the s u b j e c t  of 
o u t s t a n d i n g  c o m p l a i n t s  or d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e v i e w  p r o c e e d i n g s  in 
o t her states. In p r a c t i c e ,  the B o a r d  has f o u n d  l i c e n s u r e  by 
c r e d e n t i a l s  to be i n c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  the B o a r d ' s  r e s p o n s i b i­
lit i e s  as e s t a b l i s h e d  by AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 0 7 0 ( a ) .

AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4  e s t a b l i s h e s  l i c e n s u r e  by c r e d e n t i a l s  as a p e r­
m i t t e d  pract i c e :  "The [Bloard m a y  p r o v i d e  for the l i c e n s i n g
w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  of a d e n t i s t  w h o  [ s a tisfies the c r i t e r i a  
of s u b s e c t i o n s  (1)— (8)3." (Emphasis added.) The d e c i s i o n  
w h e t h e r  or not to i m p l e m e n t  this p r a c t i c e  mu s t  be m a d e  in 
l i ght of the m o r e  b a s i c  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  of the Board. AS 
0 8 . 3 6 . 0 7 0 ( a )  m a n d a t e s  that the B o a r d  s h a l l :

(1) examine applicants and issue licenses to those 
applicants it finds qualified;

(8) a d o p t  r e g u l a t i o n s  e n s u r i n g  that r e n e w a l  of 
r e g i s t r a t i o n  is c o n t i n g e n t  upon p r o o f  of c o n­
t i n u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  by a l i c e n s e d  
d e n t i s t . ...

(Emphasis a d d e d . )
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A s  all d e n t a l  p a t i e n t s  know, the e s s e n c e  of d e n t i s t r y  is 
p e r f o r m i n g  m i n u t e l y  d e l i c a t e  and p r e c i s e  p r o c e d u r e s  in the 
c o n f i n e d  and e x t r e m e l y  v u l n e r a b l e  area of the p a t i e n t ' s  
mo u t h .  In short, the p r a c t i c e  of d e n t i s t r y  is at l e a s t  as 
m u c h  c r a f t s m a n s h i p  as it is science. The o n l y  w a y  to e v a­
luate  an i n d i v i d u a l  d e n t i s t ' s  a b i l i t i e s  as a c r a f t s m a n  is to 
r e v i e w  e x a m p l e s  of his work. The c r i t i c a l  f a i l u r e  of 
l i c e n s i n g  by c r e d e n t i a l s  is that it does not a d e q u a t e l y  p r o­
vide this review.

T h e  p r e m i s e  of e x p e d i t e d  l i c e n s i n g  of d e n t i s t s  who have 
p r a c t i c e d  for at l e a s t  five y e a r s  p r i o r  to a p p l y i n g  for an 
A l a s k a  l i c e n s e  (See AS 08.36. 2 3 4 ( 3 ) )  is that the p r ior 
p e r i o d  of p r a c t i c e  in and of itself e s t a b l i s h e s  t e c h n i c a l  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e .  In reality, t h e r e  are two f l aws in 
this p remise.

First, the s t a n d a r d s  of c o m p e t e n c e  vary c o n s i d e r a b l y  fr o m  
st ate to s t a t e  and f r o m  r e g i o n  to region. Proof of c o n­
tin u e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l  c o m p e t e n c e  is not r e q u i r e d  in m a n y  
states. The c o n s e q u e n c e  of a c c e p t i n g  any i n d i v i d u a l ' s  p a s t  
p r a c t i c e  as s a t i s f a c t o r y  c r e d e n t i a l s  will, ov e r  time, lead 
to the l o w e r i n g  of c o m p e t e n c y  s t a n d a r d s  in Alaska.

Second, in the c a s e  of d e n t i s t s  who have p r a c t i c e d  in the 
m i l i t a r y  or in n o n - u n i f o r m e d  f e d e r a l  s e r v i c e  (e.g., the 
P u b l i c  H e a l t h  S e r v i c e ) ,  t h e r e  has b e e n  no r e q u i r e m e n t  of 
b o a r d  c e r t i f i c a t i o n  or s tate l i c e n s i n g  a g e n c y  r e v i e w  of 
t h eir c o m p e t e n c e .  In A l a s k a ,  this is a m a t t e r  of p a r­
tic u l a r  c o n c e r n ,  since m a n y  d e n t i s t s  c o m e  to A l a s k a  either 
in m i l i t a r y  or n o n - u n i f o r m e d  federal serv i c e  and p r a c t i c e
in r e m o t e  a r e a s  v i r t u a l l y  un s u p e r v i s e d .

AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 4 )  r e q u i r e s ,  as a p r e r e q u i s i t e  to l i c e n s u r e  by
c r e d e n t i a l s ,  t h a t  the a p p l i c a n t  "...is not the s u b j e c t  of an 
u n r e s o l v e d  c o m p l a i n t ,  r e v i e w  p r o c e d u r e  or d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o­
ce e d i n g  u n d e r t a k e n  by a d e n t a l  licensi-ng j u r i s d i c t i o n . "  In
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reality, it is very difficult to verify this fact or to 
expose a misrepresentation of fact by an applicant. There 
presently exists no central clearing house of information 
regarding unresolved complaints or disciplinary proceedings. 
The varying privacy law standards of the several states has 
the effect of making this information unobtainable for many 
out-of-state applicants. And in the case of military and 
federal dentists, the individual may never have practiced in 
the state in which he or she obtained a license. In these 
instances the outside licensing-state board has no pertinent 
information on file, and only limited information about den­
tal officers is available through a military commanding 
officer.

Our experience in Alaska with dentists licensed by creden­
tials tends to confirm the seriousness of the risks of 
admitting incompetent or otherwise undesirable individuals 
into the practice of dentistry here. There have been 
numerous patient complaints against credentialled dentists 
filed with the State Division of Occupational Licensing. In 
one instance, the Board received a fortuitous report from 
the Illinois Attorney General's office that a licensed-by­
credentials candidate had been charged with numerous counts 
of sexual abuse of patients in Illinois. Since these were 
pending charges that had not been entered of record, our 
earlier investigation of this applicant had not been able to 
uncover this information.

The Alaska Board of Dental Examiners' position on licensure 
by credentials is perhaps best summarized by Dr. George 
Hansen, President-Elect of the Alaska Dental Society. As 
he stated at the August 16 , 1986 meeting of the Board of 
Dental Exmainers, "If the Board's goal is to protect den­
tists' freedom to practice, there should be licensure by 
credentials. But if the goal of the Board is to protect the 
public, the Board must examine applicants."
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In clo s i n g ,  I w o u l d  no t e  for the r e c o r d  that no n e  of the 
a u d i t  staff p e r s o n n e l  w h o  p r e p a r e d  the A u g u s t  27, 1986
S p e c i a l  R e p o r t  a t t e n d e d  e i t h e r  a d e n t a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  or a 
c r e d e n t i a l s  interview.

T h a n k  y o u  for h a v i n g  g i v e n  m e  this o p p o r t u n i t y  to r e s p o n d  to 
the P r e l i m i n a r y  R e p o r t .  My a p o l o g i e s  for any i n c o n v e n i e n c e  
m y  d e l a y  in r e s p o n d i n g  to the R e p o r t  m a y  have caused. In 
the i n t e r e s t  of r e s p o n d i n g  a c c u r a t e l y  to R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  
N u m b e r  2, I c o n c l u d e d  it w o u l d  be be s t  to w a i t  u n til I 
r e t u r n e d  fr o m  the D e c e m b e r  W R E B  E x a m i n a t i o n  R e v i e w  C o m m i t t e e  
m e e t i n g  b e f o r e  c o m p o s i n g  t h i s  letter.

V e r y  t r u l y  yours,

R O B E R T  E. W A R R E N  /
C h a i r m a n
A l a s k a  B o a r d  of De n t a l  E x a m i n e r s

r e w : d k d
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Members  o f  t h e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B u d g e t  
a n d  A u d i t  C o m m i t t e e :

We h a v e  r e v i e w e d  t h e  A l a s k a  B o a r d  o f  D e n t a l  E x a m i n e r ' s  
r e s p o n s e  t o  o u r  p r e l i m i n a r y  r e p o r t .  O u r  c ommen ts  f o l l o w :

R e c o m m e n d a t i o n  N o .  1
T h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  B o a r d ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  make  u s  c h a n g e  
o u r  p o s i t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s .  
A l a s k a  S t a t u t e  0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  p r o v i d e  a  m ean s  f o r  
d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e  w i t h o u t  e x a m i n a t i o n  t h r o u g h  t h e  e v a l u a t i o n  
o f  a  p r a c t i c i n g  d e n t i s t ' s  t h e o r e t i c a l  k n o w l e d g e  a n d  c l i n i c a l  
s k i l l  b a s e d  o n  t h e i r  p e r f o r m a n c e  r e c o r d .  T o  t h i s  e n d ,  t h e  
p r o v i s i o n s  a n d  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a p p e a r  r e a s o n a b l e .  V e r i f i c a t i o n  
o f  a  c a n d i d a t e ' s  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e s e  p r o v i s i o n s  c a n  b e  
a s s u r e d  w i t h  m i n i m a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i f  q u e s t i o n s  a r i s e  c o n ­
c e r n i n g  t h e  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o r  v a l i d i t y  o f  i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  
on  t h e  c a n d i d a t e ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  f o r  l i c e n s u r e .

I n v e s t i g a t i o n s
T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  i s  c u r r e n t l y  a c t i v e  w i t h  t h e  N a t i o n a l  
D i s c i p l i n a r y  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  ( N D I S ) . ND IS  i s  a  p r o j e c t  
o f  t h e  N a t i o n a l  C l e a r i n g h o u s e  o n  L i c e n s u r e ,  E n f o r c e m e n t ,  a n d  
R e g u l a t i o n  (CLEAR )  w h i c h  r e p o r t s  b i - m o n t h l y  on  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n s  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  a  n um be r  o f  
p r o f e s s i o n a l  d i s c i p l i n e s .  I t s  p u r p o s e  i s  t o  a l e r t  s t a t e  
a u t h o r i t i e s  a n d  b o a r d  m em be r s  t o  d i s c i p l i n a r y  a c t i o n s  t a k e n  
i n  o t h e r  s t a t e s  s o  m o r e  c o m p l e t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  c a n  b e  o b t a i n e d  
a b o u t  l i c e n s e d  p r o f e s s i o n a l s  i n  t h e i r  s t a t e .  R e v i e w  o f  
r e p o r t s  p r o v i d e d  t h r o u g h  N D IS  i n  c o n j u n c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e v i e w  
o f  a  c r e d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e ' s  a p p l i c a t i o n  p r o v i d e s  an  a d d i ­
t i o n a l  m ean s  f o r  v e r i f y i n g  t h a t  a l l  f i n a l  d i s c i p l i n a r y  
a c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  d i s c l o s e d .
D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s i n g  s t a f f  h a v e  s t a t e d  t h a t  
t h e y  do  n o t  f o r e s e e  i n s u r m o u n t a b l e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n  p e r ­
f o r m i n g  a d d i t i o n a l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  a n d  b a c k g r o u n d  c h e c k s  o f  
i n d i v i d u a l  a p p l i c a n t s  i f  r e q u e s t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d .  I n v e s t i ­
g a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  c om m on ly  w o u l d  i d e n t i f y  and  d i s c l o s e  
s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  d e n t i s t s  a r e  t h e  s u b j e c t  o f  a n  u n r e s o l v e d
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c o m p l a i n t ,  r e v i e w  p r o c e d u r e ,  o r  d i s c i p l i n a r y  p r o c e e d i n g  
u n d e r t a k e n  b y  a  d e n t a l  l i c e n s i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n .  T h e  e x i s ­
t e n c e  o f  u n r e s o l v e d  i s s u e s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  may s e r v e  a s  
g r o u n d s  f o r  d e n i a l  b y  t h e  B o a r d  o f  l i c e n s u r e  w i t h o u t  
e x a m i n a t i o n  p u r s u a n t  t o  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( A ) .

I t  i s  o u r  b e l i e f  t h a t  A l a s k a  l a w  c u r r e n t l y  p r o v i d e s  t h e  
B e a r d  a d e q u a t e  o p p o r t u n i t y  a n d  m ean s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  an d  
v e r i f y  a  c r e d e n t i a l  a p p l i c a n t ' s  q u a l i f i c a t i o n s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  
i d e n t i f y  s i t u a t i o n s  w h e r e  i n c o m p l e t e  o r  q u e s t i o n a b l e  i n f o r ­
m a t i o n  i s  a t t e s t e d  t o  b y  a p p l i c a n t s  o n  t h e i r  a p p l i c a t i o n  
f o r  d e n t a l  l i c e n s u r e .
T e c h n i c a l  A b i l i t y  a n d  P r o f e s s i o n a l  C o m p e t e n c e

We c o n c u r  w i t h  t h e  B o a r d ' s  b e l i e f  t h a t  t h e  o n l y  way  t o  
e v a l u a t e  an  i n d i v i d u a l  d e n t i s t ' s  a b i l i t i e s  a s  a  " c r a f t s m a n "  
( t e c h n i c a l  s k i l l )  i s  t o  r e v i e w  e x a m p l e s  o f  h i s / h e r  w o r k ;  
h o w e v e r ,  we d i s a g r e e  t h a t  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  
c r i t i c a l l y  f l a w e d  i n  t h a t  i t  d o e s  n o t  p r o v i d e  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  
o f  t h i s  i s s u e .
I n  o r d e r  t o  o b t a i n  a  d e n t a l  l i c e n s e  i n  A l a s k a  b a s e d  on  
c r e d e n t i a l s ,  a  c a n d i d a t e  m u s t  p o s s e s s  a l i c e n s e  f r o m  a n o t h e r  
s t a t e ,  t e r r i t o r y ,  o r  r e g i o n  w i t h  l i c e n s i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a t  
l e a s t  e q u i v a l e n t  i n  s c o p e ,  q u a l i t y ,  a n d  d i f f i c u l t y  t o  t h o s e  
o f  t h i s  s t a t e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  l i c e n s u r e  (AS  0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 2 ) ) .
I n  a l l  j u r i s d i c t i o n s ,  i n i t i a l  l i c e n s u r e  i s  b a s e d ,  a t  l e a s t  
i n  p a r t ,  o n  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  c o m p l e t i o n  o f  a  c l i n i c a l  e x a m i ­
n a t i o n  w h e r e i n  a  d e n t i s t ' s  " c r a f t m a n s h i p "  i s  a s s e s s e d .  T h i s  
r e q u i r e m e n t ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  an  a p p l i c a n t  
h a s  b e e n  e n g a g e d  i n  c o n t i n u o u s  a c t i v e  p r a c t i c e  a v e r a g i n g  a t  
l e a s t  2 0  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k  f o r  e a c h  o f  t h e  f i v e  y e a r s  im m e d i ­
a t e l y  p r e c e d i n g  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  (AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ( 3 ) ) ,  s e r v e  t o  
e v i d e n c e  a d e q u a t e  c l i n i c a l  s k i l l  a n d  c o n t i n u e d  a p p l i c a t i o n  
o f  t h o s e  s k i l l s .

T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  o f  f i v e  y e a r s  o f  p r a c t i c e  p r i o r  t o  e l i g i ­
b i l i t y  f o r  l i c e n s u r e  b y  c r e d e n t i a l s  i s  n o t  i n t e n d e d  t o ,  n o r  
d o e s  i t ,  i n  a n d  o f  i t s e l f  e s t a b l i s h  t e c h n i c a l  p r o f e s s i o n a l  
c o m p e t e n c e  a s  i s  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  B o a r d .  I t  i s  a  c o m b i n a ­
t i o n  o f  t h i s  r e q u i r e m e n t ,  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  an  a p p l i c a n t  
b e  l i c e n s e d  i n  a n o t h e r  j u r i s d i c t i o n ,  a s  w e l l  a s  f u l f i l l m e n t  
o f  t h e  o t h e r  r e q u i r e m e n t s  o f  AS 0 8 . 3 6 . 2 3 4 ,  t h a t  s e r v e  a s  a  
b a s i s  f o r  d e e m in g  a  c r e d e n t i a l  c a n d i d a t e  t e c h n i c a l l y  a n d  
p r o f e s s i o n a l l y  c o m p e t e n : .  t o  p r a c t i c e  d e n t i s t r y  i n  A l a s k a .

P a t i e n t  C o m p l a i n t s
C o m p l a i n t s  l o d g e d  w i t h  t h e  D i v i s i o n  o f  O c c u p a t i o n a l  L i c e n s ­
i n g  d o  n o t  s u p p o r t  t h e  B o a r d ' s  c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  n u m e r o u s  c o m p l a i n t s  a g a i n s t  c r e d e n t i a l e d  d e n t i s t s  a n d ,
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a s  a  r e s u l t ,  a  s e r i o u s  r i s k  i n c u r r e d  f r o m  l i c e n s i n g  d e n t i s t s  
i n  t h i s  m a n n e r .  O u r  r e v i e w  o f  t h e  D i v i s i o n ' s  c o m p l a i n t  l o g s  
i d e n t i f i e d  a t o t a l  o f  4 7  c o m p l a i n t s  f i l e d  s i n c e  J u n e  1 ,  1 9 8 0  
i n v o l v i n g  35  i n d i v i d u a l  d e n t i s t s ,  o n l y  o n e  o f  whom was  
l i c e n s e d  by  c r e d e n t i a l s .

G e r a l d  L .  W i l k e r s o n ,  CPA 
L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  L e g i s l a t i v e  A u d i t
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