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1 IN T HE H O U S E  BY  T H E  R E S O U R C E S  C O M M I T T E E

2 S E N A T E  CS F O R  H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 216 (Resources)

3 IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act entitled: "An Ac t  r e l a t i n g  to gam e  f a r ming."

7 BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  OF ALASKA:

8 *  S e c t i o n  1. AS 0 3 . 0 5 . 0 1 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 (a) T he c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  shall

10 (1) direct, a d m i n i s t e r ,  and s u p e r v i s e  p r o m o t i o n a l  and

11 e x p e r i m e n t a l  work, e x t e n s i o n  s e r vices, and a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o j e c t s  for

12 the p u r p o s e  of p r o m o t i n g  a nd d e v e l o p i n g  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y

13 w i t h i n  the s t ate i n c l u d i n g  s u c h  fiel d s  as h o r t i c u l t u r e ,  d a i r y i n g ,

14 catt l e  raising, fur farming, g r a i n  p r o d u c t i o n ,  v e g e t a b l e  p r o d u c t i o n ,

15 and d e v e l o p m e n t  of o t h e r  a g r i c u l t u r a l  products;

16 (2) p r o c u r e  and p r e s e r v e  a ll i n f o r m a t i o n  p e r t a i n i n g  to the

17 d e v e l o p m e n t  of the a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  and d i s s e m i n a t e  that i n f o r m a -

18 tio n  to the public;

19 (3) a s sist p r o s p e c t i v e  s e t t l e r s  and o t h e r s  d e s i r i n g  to

20 e n g a g e  in  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  in the state w i t h  i n f o r m a t i o n

21 c o n c e r n i n g  a r eas s u i t a b l e  f o r  a g r i c u l t u r e  a n d  o t h e r  a c t i v i t i e s  and

22 p r o g r a m s  e s s e n t i a l  to the d e v e l o p m e n t  of  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y  in

23 the state;

24 (4) r e v i e w  the m a r k e t i n g ,  financing, a nd d e v e l o p m e n t  of

25 a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n side the s t ate i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  w i t h

26 s p e cial e m p h a s i s  u p o n  local p r o d u c t i o n ,  and n e g o t i a t e  f o r  the m a r k e t -

27 ing of a g r i c u l t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  of the state w i t h  f e d e r a l  a nd s t a t e

28 a g e n c i e s  o p e r a t i n g  in the state; [AND]

29 (5) r e g u l a t e  and c o n t r o l  th® entry into the s t a t e  a n d  the
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1 t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  s a l e ^  or  u se i n s i d e  the s t ate of plants, seeds, vege-

2 tables, f r uits and berries, n u r s e r y  stock, a n imal feeds, r e m e d i e s  an d

3 m i n e r a l  s u p p l e m e n t s ,  f e r t i l i z e r s ,  and a g r i c u l t u r a l  ch e m i c a l s  in o r d e r

4 to p r e v e n t  the spre a d  of pests, d i s e a s e s ,  or  t o xic s u b s t a n c e s  injuri-

5 ous to the p u b l i c  interest, and to p r o t e c t  the a g r i c u l t u r a l  i n d u s t r y

6 a g a i n s t  fraud, d e c e p t i o n  and m i s r e p r e s e n t a t i o n ;  in this c o n n e c t i o n  the

7 c o m m i s s i o n e r  m a y  r e q u i r e  r e g i s t r a t i o n ,  i n s p e ction, and testing, and

8 e s t a b l i s h  p r o c e d u r e s  a nd f e e s ; a nd

9 (6) r e g u l a t e  the f a r m i n g  of e l k  in a m a n n e r  s i m i l a r  to the

10 m a n n e r  in w h i c h  the c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e g u l a t e s  d o m e s t i c  a n i mals a nd live-

11 stock, to the exte n t  that is a p p r o p r i a t e .

12 * Sec. 2. AS  0 3 . 0 5 . 0 1 1  is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s u b s e c t i o n  to read:

13 (b) T h e  c o m m i s s i o n e r  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  shall regu-

14 late the f a r m i n g  of e l k  in a m a n n e r  s i m i l a r  to the m a n n e r  in w h i c h  the

15 c o m m i s s i o n e r  r e g u l a t e s  d o m e s t i c  a n i m a l s  and livestock, to the extent

16 that is a p p r o priate.

17 * Sec. 3. A S  16.05 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  s e c t i o n  to read:

18 Sec. 16.05.331. E L K  FARMING. (a) E l k  m a y  be  r a i s e d  a nd bre d  as

19 d o m e s t i c  s t o c k  fo r  c o m m e r c i a l  pu r p o s e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  the sale of meat, by

20 a p e r s o n  w h o  l a w f u l l y  owns the e l k  and w h o  h o l d s  a current v a l i d  game

21 m a m m a l  f a r m i n g  license.

22 (b) T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  m a y  i s sue a g a m e  m a m m a l  f a r m i n g  license for

23 the f a r m i n g  of e l k  to a p e r s o n  w h o  a p p l i e s  o n  a f o r m  p r o v i d e d  by the

24 d e p a r t m e n t ,  pays the fee e s t a b l i s h e d  u n d e r  AS 16.05.340, a nd w h o

25 p r o v e s  to the s a t i s f a c t i o n  of the d e p a r t m e n t  that the p e r s o n

26 (1) intends to r a i s e  a n d  b r e e d  elk; and

27 (2) p o s s e s s e s  f a c i l i t i e s  f or m a i n t a i n i n g  the e lk u n d e r

28 p o s i t i v e  control.

29 (c) N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  of law, a license or p e r m i t
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from the d e p a r t m e n t ,  o t h e r  t han a g ame m a m m a l  f a r m i n g  license, is not 

r e q u i r e d  in o r d e r  to import, export, or  p o s s e s s  e l k  for the p u r p o s e  of 

elk farming. A  live el k  m a y  n ot be c a p t u r e d  f r o m  the w i l d  or r e l e a s e d  

into the w i l d  w i t h o u t  an a p p r o p r i a t e  l i c e n s e  o r  p e r m i t  f rom the

d e p a r t m e n t .

(d) E lk imported, exported, or p o s s e s s e d  f or the p u r p o s e  of e lk 

f a r m i n g  a re s u b ject to the p r o v i s i o n s  of A S  03 a n d  r e g u l a t i o n s  a d o p t e d  

u n d e r  AS 03 by the c o m m i s s i o n e r  of n a t u r a l  r e s o u r c e s  or the c o m m i s­

sio n e r  of e n v i r o n m e n t a l  c o n s e r v a t i o n  for d o m e s t i c  a n i mals a nd l i v e­

stock, to the e x tent they are m a d e  a p p l i c a b l e  to e l k  by the c o m m i s­

sioners .

(e) In this section, " l a w f u l l y  o w n s” m e a n s  o w n e r s h i p  that was

o b t a i n e d  w i t h o u t  v i o l a t i n g  a s t ate or f e d e r a l  law or re g u l a t i o n ,  or  a 

c o n d i t i o n  of a l i c ense or p e r m i t  i s s u e d  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to game.

*  Sec. 4. A S  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 0 ( a ) ( 1 4 )  is a m e n d e d  to read:

(14) F i s h  [OR GAME] f a r m i n g  b i e n n i a l  l i c e n s e ...............  200

* Sec. 5. AS  1 6 . 0 5 .340(a) is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

(18) G a m e  farming:

(A) Gam e  m a m m a l  or  game r e p t i l e  f a r m i n g  b i e n n i a l

license ......................................................................  200

(B) Gam e  b i r d  f a r m i n g  b i e n n i a l  l i c e n s e  .............. 20
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1 IN  T HE H O U S E  B Y  L A R S O N  A N D  M E N A R D

2 H O U S E  B I L L  NO. 216

3 IN  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  OF A L A S K A

4 F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - F I R S T  S E S S I O N

5 A  B I L L

6 F o r  an Act e n t i t l e d :  "An A ct r e l a t i n g  to g a m e  f a r m i n g . "

7 B E  IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

8 * S e c t i o n  1. AS 1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 0 ( a ) (14) is a m e n d e d  to read:

9 (14) F i s h  [OR GAME] f a r m i n g  b i e n n i a l  l i c e n s e ...............  200

10 * Sec. 2. AS  1 6 . 0 5 . 3 4 0 ( a )  is a m e n d e d  by  a d d i n g  a n e w  p a r a g r a p h  to read:

11 (18) G ame farming:

12 (A) G a m e  m a m m a l  or gam e  r e p t i l e  f a r m i n g  b i e n n i a l

13 l i c ense   200

14 (B) G a m e  b i r d  f a r m i n g  b i e n n i a l  l i c e n s e  ..............  20
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A L A S K A

G A M E B I R D

A S S O C I A T I O N

April 18. 1987

DeAr Rapresent*tive-

V# have b««n working on tha issue of tha Gamsbird Faming License slnca Juna of 
1985* It was at that time that Phil Ko«hl, a gams biologist in tha Coomlsionsr's 
offica at Juneau, made us aware of AS 16.05.33043^(1*0*. which requires that 
a Game Farming License for a biennieal fee $200.00 must be purchased for the 
business of breeding, propagating, raising, or producing of gamebirds in captivity, 
for the purpose of marketing.gamebirds or their products.

The business/and or hobby of propagating gamebirds has been popular in the U.S.A. 
since the turn of the century. I have seen a marked and steady increase of people 
raising gamebirds in Alaska, during the last 5 years, you would be surprised at 
the numbers I

A pair of Quail costs approximately $10.00 on the Alaskan market. The License to 
breed them or propagate and raise up their chicks costs $200.00 biennieally, plus 
a Business License of $25.00 a year. This statute, as written in 1957. is cost 
prohibative to the raising and propagating of upland gamebirds and waterfowl today.

Another point, on viewing tne Gamebird Industry in Alaska is that, being isolated 
from the other states as we are, this business is completely state-efficient. Birds 
climatized to our state weather produce a stronger, well-feathered chick. The 
off-sprlng, eijther eggs or chicks, must be housed and fed properly. --This perpetually 
stimulates the economy of Feed Stores, Hardware Suppliers, Building Suppliers 
where wire and lumber and additional materials are purchased.

House Bill 216 would change the amount of money people would have to pay for selling 
gamebirds in Alaska. W o  feel $250.00 every two years is far to much for every 
gamebird breeder/and or hobbyist to pay. If House Bill 216 becomes law it shouldn't 
substantially reduce the gross receits to the General Fund, nor should the costs 
of administering the license exceed the licensing revenue. The costs of adminis­
tering the Game Licensing program are minimal and will remain that way. The only 
costs to the State is the time and material necessary to issue the license. Data 
needed for a Game Farming License required by statute are as follows: Name, Address, 
Phone, Physical Location, Applicant Description, Years of Residentcy, Birthdate, 

and Social Security Number.

Enclosed you will find a copy of the new Regulation and Aviculturists Permit 
cooperatively drafted by the Alaska Gamebird Assoc, and the Alaska Dept, of Fish 
and Game. The Regulation and Permit was voted on and judiciously accepted by 
the Board cf Game as of April 1^, 1937. Both will be published by ADF&G in their



A L A S K A

G A M E B I R D

A S S O C I A T I O N

new regulation booklet available later this year. You will note'that both the 
Regulation and Permit allow the buying, selling, trading, importing and exporting 
of upland gamebirds and waterfowl.

However, after a legal interpretation of this Regulation and Permit by Hr. Ed  

Hein, Attomey-at-Law on the Legal Staff at Juneau, ha stated that Indeed a 
Game Farming License is still necessary for the business of breeding, selling 
or marketing these birds until the wording of the statute is changed.

Once again we urge you to support House Bill 216 and pass this Bill

Sincerely,

cc: Board of Directors, AGA 
Representative Ron Larson
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