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5- 1370B
C h e n oweth
3/14/88

Original sponsor: Jones

BY THE COMMUNITY A N D  R E G I O N A L  
IN THE SENATE A F F AIRS COMMITTEE

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 337 (C&RA)

IN THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF A L ASKA 

FIFTEE NTH L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND S E S S I O N

A  BILL

F o r  an Act entitled: "An Act a m e n d i n g  n o t i c e  requirements r e l a t i n g  to the

municipal a s s i s t a n c e  program; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 

effective date."

BE IT E N ACTED BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 29.60.370(b) is a m ended to read:

(b) The intent of (a) of this section is that a m u n i c i p a l i t y  

that levies p r o p e r t y  taxes reduce those levies in reason a b l e  p r o p o r­

tion to the amount of incre a s e d  state aid r e c e i v e d  by the m u n i c i p a l­

ity. [THE G O V E R N I N G  BODY O F  E A C H  M U N I C I P A L I T Y  SHALL F U R N I S H  A  N OTI CE 

WITH EACH TAX STATEMENT D E S C R I B I N G  ITS U S E  OF THIS STATE AID.]

* Sec. 2. AS 29.60.370 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  n e w  subsections to read:

(c) The governing b o d y  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of

20,000 or m o r e  that levies a p r o p e r t y  tax shall f u rn ish a n o tice

descri b i n g  use of the state aid p r o v i d e d  u n d e r  (a) of this section.

Notice u n d e r  this subsection shall be provided by furnishing  a copy of 

the n o t i c e  w i t h  each tax sta tement m a i l e d  for the fiscal year for 

wh i c h  aid is received.

(d) The governing b o d y  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of 

less than 20,000 that levies a p r o perty tax shall furnish a notice

descri b i n g  use of the state aid p r o vide d under (a) of this section.

Notice u n der this subsection shall be provided

(1) by furnishing a copy of the noti ce with each tax s t a t e­

ment m a i l e d  for the fiscal year for w h i c h  aid is received; or

(2) by p ublishing in a n e w s p a p e r  of general c i r c u l a t i o n  in

-1- CSSB 3 3 7 (C&RA)
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the m u n i c i p a l i t y  a copy of the n o t i c e  once each w e e k  for three s u c c e s­

sive weeks, w i t h  the first p u b l i c a t i o n  to occur not later than 45 days 

after the final adoption of the m u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  budget.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect im med i a t e l y  under AS 01.10.070(c).

C S S B  3 3 7 (C&RA) ■2-
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5-1370B 

C h e n o w e t h  
3/10/88

Original sponsor: Jones

BY T H E  C O M M U N I T Y  A N D  R E G I O N A L
IN THE S E N A T E  A F F A I R S  COMMIT TEE

CS FOR S E N A T E  BI LL NO. 337 (C&RA)

IN TKS, L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S ECO ND S E SSION

A  BILL

F o r  an Act tntitled: "An Act a m e n d i n g  n o t i c e  r e quirement s r e l a t i n g  to the

mu n i cipal a s s i s t a n c e  program; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 

effective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE O F  ALASKA:

* S e c t i o n  1. AS 29.60.370(b) is a m e n d e d  to read:

(b) The inte nt of (a) of this s e ction is that a m u n i c i p a l i t y  

that levies p r o p e r t y  taxes r e d u c e  those levies in r e a s o n a b l e  p r o p o r­

tion to the amount of i n c r e a s e d  state aid r e c e i v e d  by the m u n i c i p a l­

ity. [THE G O V E R N I N G  BO DY OF E A C H  M U N I C I P A L I T Y  SHALL F U R N I S H  A  N O T I C E  

W I T H  E A C H  T A X  S T A T E M E N T  D E S C R I B I N G  ITS U S E  OF THIS STATE AID.]

* Sec. 2. A S  29.60 .370 is a m e n d e d  by a d d i n g  a n e w  su bsec t i o n  to read:

(c) The g o v e rning b o d y  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  that levies a p r o p e r t y  

tax shall f u rnish a n otice d e s c r i b i n g  u s e  of the state aid p r o v i d e d  

under (a) of this section. N o t i c e  shall b e  p r o v i d e d

(1) by f u r n i s h i n g  a copy o f  the n otice  w i t h  each tax s t a t e­

ment m a i l e d  for the fiscal y e a r  for w h i c h  aid is received; or

(2) by p u b l i s h i n g  in a n e w s p a p e r  of general c i r c u l a t i o n  in 

the m u n i c i p a l i t y  a copy of the n o t i c e  once each w e e k  for three s u c c e s­

sive weeks, w i t h  the first p u b l i c a t i o n  to occur not later than 45 days 

after the final adoption of the m u n i c i p a l i t y ' s  budget.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect i m m e d i a t e l y  under AS 01.10.070(c).

Kaiai-C.
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M a g f e a  !? t « t e  l e g i s l a t u r e
AR LISS STURGULEW SKI, C ha irm a n  
T IM  KELLY, V i r -  C ha irm an  
R IC K HALFC.-fU  
M IK E  SZYM AN SKI 
F R E D Z H A R O F F

P. 0 . BOX V 
JUNEAU, A LA S K A  99811 

(907) 465-4989

S e n a t e

Community antr ^eg;ionat A ffa irs Committee

M a r c h  14, 1988

TO: S e n a t e  C o m m u ni ty  and Regional A f f a i r s  C o m m it te e M e m be rs

FROM: S e n a t e  C&RA S t a f f / y r a ^

RE: CS for SB 337 (C&RA) - "An A c t  a m e n d i n g  notic e requ i re me nt s
r e l a t i n g  to the m u n i c ip al  a s s i s t a n c e  pr og ram."

At the lasr meeting, the c o m m i tt ee  c o n s i d e r e d  this bill.
P r o g re ss  stalled over d i s c u s s i o n  of a p o p u l a t i o n  th r es h o l d  b el ow  
w h i c h  t h e  n e w  la ng ua ge  w o u l d  apply. T h e  new CS w o u l d  a l l o w  the 
a l t e r n a t e  u se of no ti f i c a t i o n  to t a x p a y e r s  b y  a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  in 
n e w s p a p e r s  in m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  wi th  p o p u l a t i o n s  u n d e r  20,000.

M u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w i t h  p o p u l a t i o n s  g r e a t e r  than 20,000 would 
c o n t i n u e  to be r e q u i r e !  to furnish n o t i f i c a t i o n  of the use of 
state a i d  to each taxpayer.
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5-1370B
Chenoweth
3/14/88

Original sponsor: Jones

BY  THE C O M M U N I T Y  AND REGIONAL
IN THE S E N A T E  A F F A I R S  C O M M ITTE E

CS F O R  SENATE BILL NO. 337 (C&RA)

IN T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  OF T H E  STATE OF A L A S K A  

FI F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - SECOND SESSION

A  BILL

For an A c t  entitled: "An Act a m e nd ing n o t i c e  requi r e m e n t s  rela ting to the

m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  program; and p r o v i d i n g  for an 

effective date."

BE IT E N A C T E D  BY THE L E G I S L A T U R E  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 29.60.370(b) is a m ended to read:

(b) The intent of (a) of this secti on is that a m u n i c i p a l i t y  

that levies p r o p e r t y  taxes reduce those levies in r e a s o n a b l e  p r o p o r­

tion to the amount of in creased state aid r e c e i v e d  b y  the m u n i c i p a l­

ity. [THE G O V E R N I N G  B O D Y  OF E A C H  M U N I C I P A L I T Y  SHALL F U R N I S H  A  NOTICE 

W I T H  E A C H  TAX S T A T EMENT D E S C R I B I N G  ITS U S E  OF THIS STATE AID.]

* Sec. 2. AS 29.60.370 is a m ended by adding n e w  su bsections to read:

(c) The g o v e rning b o d y  of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  a p o p u l a t i o n  of

20,000 or more that levies a p r o p e r t y  tax shall f u rnish a notice 

de s c r i b i n g  use of the state aid p r o v i d e d  under  (a) of this section. 

Notice u n d e r  this subsection shall be p r o v i d e d  by f urnishing  a copy of 

the n o t i c e  w i t h  each tax statement m a i l e d  for the fiscal year for 

w h i c h  aid is received.

(d) The gover n i n g  body of a m u n i c i p a l i t y  w i t h  a popula t i o n  of 

less than 20,000 that levies a p r o p e r t y  tax shall furnish a notice 

d e s c r i b i n g  use of the state aid p r o v i d e d  under (a) of this section. 

Notice under this subsection shall be provided

(1) by furnishing a copy of the notice w i t h  each tax s t a t e­

ment m a i l e d  for the fiscal year for w h i c h  aid is received; or

(2) by p ubli shing in a n e w s p a p e r  of general circulation in

-1- CSSB 3 3 7 (C&RA)
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PERSONAL SERVICES
TRAVEL
CONTRACTUAL
SUPPLIES
EQUIPMENT
LAND &  STRUCTURES
GRANTS, CLAIMS
MISCELLANEOUS

T O T A L  OPERATING -0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

CAPITAL

R E V E N U E  )

F U N D I N G : (Thousands of Dollars)

GENERALFUND 
FEDERAL FUNDS 
OTHER 
TOTAL.

-0- -0- -0- -0- -0- -0-

-u- -o- -0- -0- -0- - u -

P O S I T I O N S :

FULL-TIME
PART-TIME
TEMPORARY

-0- -0- -0- -o- -0- -0-
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Approved by Commissioner: Date: 3*- I Q -
Agency: Community & Regional Affairs______

Distribution (by preparer):

Legisladve Finance 

Legisladve Sponsor 

Requestor

Office of Management and Budget
Impacted Agency(ies) Pag e -----  of



££>tate l e g i s l a t u r e
AR LISS STURGULEW SKI. C ha irm a n  
TIM  KELLY. V ice C ha irm a n  
RICK H ALFO RD 
M IK E S Z Y M A N S K I 
FR E D ZH A R O FF

P. O. BOX V 
JUNEAU. A LA S K A  99811 

(907) 465-4989

S e n a t e

Community anti Regional $ffm r£ Committee

M a r c h  10, 1988

TO: S e n a t e  C o m m u n i t y  and Reg i on al  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  M e m b er s

FROM: S e n a t e  C & R A  Staff

RE: CS for SB 337 (C&RA) - "An A c t  a m e n d i n g  n o t i c e  requ ir em en t s
r e l a t i n g  to t he m u n i c i p a l  a s si st an ce  pr og ra m ."

E x i s t i n g  l a w  r e q u i r e s  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  levy a p r o p e r t y  tax to 
i n c lu de  a s t a t e m e n t  of h o w  state aid is u s e d  w i t h  e a c h  t a x  
statement. SB 337 will a l l o w  the a l t e r n a t i v e  us e o f  n e w s p a p e r  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t s  t o  g i v e  the same message. T h e  p r o p o s e d  CS 
c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  this appl ie s on l y to c o m m u n i t i e s  th at  levy 
p r o p e r t y  taxes.

T he bill is s u p p o r t e d  by C o m m u ni ty  and R e g i on al  Affairs, who 
s u g g e s t e d  t h e  p r o p o s e d  change. T he bill is also s u p p o r t e d  by the 
A l a s k a  M u n i c i p a l  League, the Cit y  of Wrangell, and t h e  C i t y  of 
Petersburg. The  bill has a zero fiscal note.
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D E F T . OF C O M M U N IT Y  &  R E G IO N A L  A F F A IR S

O FF/CE OF THE COMMISSIONER j

J a n u a r y  21, 1 9 8 8  

P O S I T I O N  P A P E R

/ □ p.o. aox e
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-2100 
PHONE: (907) 465-4700

□ 949 E. 36TH AVENUE, SUITE 400
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99508-4302 
PHONE: (907) 563-1073

RE: S e n a t e  B i l l  337

S P O N S O R :  S e n a t o r  J o n e s

P r o g r a m  E f f e c t s  of  B i l l

U n d e r  e x i s t i n g  la w,  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  l e v y  a p r o p e r t y  t a x  
m u s t  f u r n i s h  a n o t i c e  of t h e  u s e  of i n c r e a s e d  s t a t e  a i d  r e c e i v e d  
u n d e r  th e  M u n i c i p a l  A s s i s t a n c e  P r o g r a m  b y  i n c l u d i n g  a s t a t e m e n t  
of h o w  t h e  a i d  w a s  u s e d  w i t h  e a c h  t a x  s t a t e m e n t .  T h i s  b i l l  
w o u l d  a l l o w  s u c h  n o t i c e  to b e  g i v e n  a l t e r n a t i v e l y  b y  p u b l i c a t i o n  
in a n e w s p a p e r  of g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n  in th e m u n i c i p a l i t y .  T h i s  
a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  n o t  h a v e  a f i s c a l  e f f e c t  o n  t h e  p r o g r a m .

C o m m e n t s  *

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  s u p p o r t s  th e b i l l ,  w i t h  o n e  m i n o r  p r o p o s e d  c h a n g e  
to m a k e  it c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  c o v e r a g e  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g  

r e q u i r e m e n t ,  as d e s c r i b e d  b e l o w .  T h e  r e q u i r e d  n o t i c e  w a s  n o t  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  i s s u e  in t h e  p a s t  b e c a u s e  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  is n o t  

m a d e  a c o n d i t i o n  of  r e c e i p t  of m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  

e n t i t l e m e n t s .  H o w e v e r ,  w i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  s t a t e  s i n g l e ,  

a u d i t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  f a i l u r e  t o  c o m p l y  w i t h  t h e  m u n i c i p a l  
a s s i s t a n c e  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  g a v e  r i s e  to a n  a u d i t  f i n d i n g  of  

n o n - c o m p l i a n c e  fo r  a m u n i c i p a l i t y  if it f a i l e d  to m e e t  t h e  
r e q u i r e m e n t .

T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  in it s p r e s e n t  f o r m  h a s  c a u s e d  p r o b l e m s  b e c a u s e  
it d o e s  n o t  g i v e  t h e  o p t i o n  of p u b l i c a t i o n  in a l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  

w h i c h  is a l l o w e d  f o r  t h e  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  t a x p a y e r  n o t i c e .  
S t r i c t  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  the m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t  of 

f u r n i s h i n g  t h e  n o t i c e  w i t h  t h e  t a x  s t a t e m e n t s  h a s  c r e a t e d  
h a r d s h i p  f o r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  in t h e  f o l l o w i n g  w a y s :

- i n a b i l i t y  to  d e t e r m i n e  t he  a m o u n t s  t o  b e  r e p o r t e d  in 
t i m e  to i n c l u d e  it w i t h  th e  tax s t a t e m e n t ;

21-P1LH



S e n a t e  B i l l  337 
J a n u a r y  21, 1 98 8  

P a g e  T w o

- c o n f u s i o n  o v e r  w h a t  t h e  t ax  n o t i c e  s h o u l d  i n c l u d e ;

- c o n f u s i o n  b e t w e e n  the  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  r e v e n u e  
s h a r i n g  r e q u i r e m e n t s ;

- h a r d s h i p  f r o m  i n t e r r u p t i o n  of a u t o m a t e d  t a x  s t a t e m e n t  
p r o c e d u r e s  t o i n c l u d e  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  n o t i c e  b y  h a n d ;  a n d

- d i f f i c u l t y  i n  r e p o r t i n g  b y  a c i t y  w i t h i n  a b o r o u g h ,  
w h e r e  t h e  c i t y  l e v i e s  a s e p a r a t e  t a x,  b u t  t h e  t a x  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
( i n c l u d i n g  d i s t r i b u t i o n  of t ax  s t a t e m e n t s )  a n d  c o l l e c t i o n  is b y  
the b o r o u g h .

T h e  p r o p o s e d  b i l l ,  w h i c h  w o u l d  a l l o w  g i v i n g  n o t i c e  t h r o u g h  
p u b l i c a t i o n  in a l o c a l  n e w s p a p e r ,  in  t h e  m a n n e r  of t h e  r e v e n u e  
s h a r i n g  t a x p a y e r  n o t i c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  at A S  2 9 . 4 5 . 0 2 0 ( b ) ,  w o u l d  
a l l e v i a t e  t h e s e  p r o b l e m s  a n d  s t i l l  s e r v e  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  of t h e  
l a w  of g i v i n g  n o t i c e  t o  r e s i d e n t s  of  t h e  d i r e c t  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  
s t a t e  a s s i s t a n c e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  r e c e i v e d .

It s h o u l d  b e  n o t e d  t h a t  t he d e p a r t m e n t  h a s  i n t e r p r e t e d  t h i s  
r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  a p p l y  o n l y  to t h o s e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  l e v y  a 

p r o p e r t y  tax, as t h o s e  ar e t he o n l y  o n e s  w h i c h  d i s t r i b u t e  a t a x  
s t a t e m e n t .  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  l a n g u a g e  in t h e  

b i l l  c l a r i f y  t h i s  p o i n t  by a d d i n g  l a n g u a g e  w h i c h  w o u l d  m a k e  t h i s  
r e q u i r e m e n t  a p p l i c a b l e  to m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h a t  l e v y  a p r o p e r t y  
tax. T o  e x t e n d  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t o  a l l  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w o u l d  
g r e a t l y  e x p a n d  t h e  c o v e r a g e  of  th e r e q u i r e m e n t  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  
h a r d s h i p  to  s m a l l e r  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  w h i c h  d o  n o t  h a v e  r e a d y  
a c c e s s  to a n e w s p a p e r  of  g e n e r a l  c i r c u l a t i o n .
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Alasfau
■

MUNICIPAL
TELEPHONE 

(907) 586-1325 105 MUNICIPAL WAY, SUITE 301 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

TO: Senator Arliss Sturgulewski, Chair
Members of the Senate Community and Regional Affairs Commitee

FROM: Scott A. Burgess, Executive D i r e c t o r ^ --------

DATE: February 17, 1988

SUBJECT: SB 337 - Taxpayer Notice

On behalf of its 135 member municipalities, the Alaska Municipal League 
supports SB 337 allowing the options of individual notice or newspaper 
notice to taxpayers regarding municipal assistance program payments. 
This legislation will provide consistency within the Statute (Title 29) 
and substantial savings of time and money for the municipalities and 
the taxpayers while meeting the intent of adequate notice.

Amending AS 29.60.370 as proposed by SB 337 will bring it into confor­
mance with AS 29.45.020. Taxpayer Notice (a). Publication in a "news­
paper of general circulation may be much more efficient than indivi­
dual notices for some municipalities who choose that option and, 
therefore, less expensive. An added benefit of the newspaper notice 
is informing non-taxpayers the cost of government and the amount of 
state assistance.

I do not know if the inconsistency between the two sections is inten­
tional or a result of the fact that municipal assistance use tc be 
addressed in Title 43 under the Department of Revenue before it was 
brought under the Department of Community and Regional Affairs and 
Title 29 under the "Title 29 Rewrite" legislation in 1985. The subject 
section does deal with "Increased Assistance" but that does not seem to 

tical to not allowing the option, and, unfortunately, municipal 
•cance has not increased in several years! Adequate notice > COi i — 

-.ncv and some cost savings would be achieved with the passage of SB
337.

Again, the Alaska Municipal League supports SB 337 and the taxpayer 
notice options it would allow or clarify.

SAB:phi

cc: Senator Lloyd Jones

M E M B E R  O F  T H E  N A T IO N A L  L E A G U E  O F  C IT IE S  A N D  T H E  N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  C O U N T IE S



A D O P T E D  A U G U S T  1972

CITY of WRANGELL, ALASKA
IN C O R P O R A T E D  J U N E  1 5 . 1903

B O X  531, 99929 (907)874-2381

January 20, 1988

Senator Lloyd Jones 
Alaska State Legislature 
P. 0. Box V M/S 3100 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

RE: Senate Bill No. 337, Municipal Assistance
Amending Notice Requirements

Dear Senator Jones:

The City of Wrangell supports Senate Bill No. 337 which would 
amend the municipal assistance notice requirements.

We do not object to providing notice to the public of the use 
of municipal assistance funds, however, we do object to the 
manner in which the notice is given. The present notice re­
quirements in AS 29.60.370(b) provides that notice be furnished 
with each (property) tax statement. This requirement not only 
increases the costs of preparing and mailing statements, it can 
be next to impossible when statements are prepared on a computer 
in sealed mailing envelopes. In addition, this manner of re­
porting reaches a select group of the public (taxpayers) when it 
appears the notice should be given to the general public. This 
amendment would not only provide notice to a greater number of 
people, it would also reduce costs.

Your continued support of this amendment will be appreciated.

Joyce Rasler 
City Manager



J a n u a r y  26> 1988

Se n a t o r  L l o y d  Jones  
Room 9> C a p i t a l  B u i l d i n g  
P .  0. Box V 
Ju n e a u i  Ak.  99811

RE:  Comments on S e n a t e  B i l l  337

Dear  Se na t o r  J one s i

I  have  r e c e n t l y  spoken  w i t h  members o f  y ou r  s t a f f  c o n c e r n i n g  t he p r o p o s e d
l e g i s l a t i o n i  S e n a t e  B i l l  337. My s t a f f  and I  s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r t  t h e  a c t i o n  o f
t h i s  b i l l  wh i c h  wou l d  a l l o w  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t o  n o t i f y  t a x p a y e r s  v i a  l o c a l  
n ews p ap e r s  o f  t he  use o f  Mu n i c i p a l  A s s i s t a n c e  r e v e n u e s  r a t h e r  t han h a v i n g  t o  
e n c l o s e  t h i s  n o t i c e  w i t h  t h e  t ax  s t a t e m e n t s .

Some o f  t h e  p r o b l ems  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n c o m p l y i n g  w i t h  t h e  c u r r e n t  l aw i s  t hat  t h e s e
r e v e n u e s  a r e  r >t r e c e i v e d  u n t i l  m i d-June .  The l aw does no t  s t a t e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  
b u t  we h a v e  assumed t h a t  c u r r e n t  r e v e n u e s  a r e  t h e  ones  t h a t  s h o u l d  be a d d r e s s e d  
i n  t h e  n o t i c e .  When t h e s e  r e v enues  a r e n ’ t r e c e i v e d  u n t i l  so l a t e  i n  the f i s c a l  
y e a r  t h e y  a r e  u s u a l l y  a p a r t  o f  our b a l a n c e  f o rwa r d  mon i e s  and a r e  u t i l i z e d  i n  
t h e  ne x t  f i s c a l  y e a r .  At t h i s  p o i n t )  t h e  budge t  f or  t h e  new yea r  may or may n o t  
b e  f i n a l i z e d )  t h e r e f o r e  i t  becomes a r e a l  t i me  c r u n c h  t o a s s emb l e  and have 
p r i n t e d  a c c u r a t e  i n f o r m a t i o n  f or  t h e  t a x p a y e r .  Then t h e s e  n o t i c e s  have to a l s o  
be  e n c l o s e d  w i t h  t ax  s t a t eme n t s  wh i c h  mus t  be m a i l e d  by J u l y  1. The p r o v i s i o n
o f  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p r i n t  t h i s  n o t i c e  i n a l o c a l  pape r  and w i t h i n  a g i v e n  amount  o f
t i m e  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  m a i l i n g  o f  t he t ax s t a t e m e n t s  wou l d  g i v e  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  t h e
t i m e  needed t o  c o r r e c t l y  assess  t he  i n f o r m a t i o n  ne eded  and t o  send the p a p e r
t h i s  not  i c e .

I t  wou l d  be h e l p f u l  i f  t h e r e  c o u l d  be some c l a r i f i c a t i o n  as  t o what t he c o n t e n t
o f  t h i s  n o t i c e  s h o u l d  b e .  The r e  i s  no me n t i o n  i n  AS29.60.350-- .375 that  t h e s e
r e v e n u e s  have  any s p e c i a l  use r e q u i r e m e n t s  o t h e r  t han i n S e c .  29.60.370(b) w h i c h  
s t a t e s  " t h e  i n t e n t  i s  t o  r e d u c e  tax l e v i e s " .  I t  t h e n  goes  on t o  s t a t e  t ha t  t h e  
n o t i c e  s h o u l d  " d e s c r i b e  t h e  use of  t h i s  i n c r e a s e d  a i d " .  I n  our  m u n i c i p a l i t y )
p r o p e r t y  t a x  i s  a p a r t  o f  our  gene r a l  f u n d  r e v e n u e s  and as such a r e  used f o r  
g e n e r a l  g ov e r nmen t  o p e r a t i o n .  I f  t h e  i n t e n t  o f  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  i s  t o  
r e d u c e  t a *  l e v i e s  t h e n  t h a t  money a l s o  becomes  a p a r t  o f  t h e  c i t y ’ s o p e r a t i o n  o f  
g e n e r a l  gove r nmen t  and as such wou l d  h a v e  no s p e c i f i c  i d e n t i f i a b l e  use.  The
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t e rm " i n c r e a s e d  a i d "  i s  a l s o  hard t o  p o s i t i v e l y  i n t e r p r e t .  Does t h i s  mean t h e  
t o t a l  m u n i c i p a l  a s s i s t a n c e  r e v e nue s  r e c e i v e d  or t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  between t h e  base  
amount  o f  a s s i s t a n c e (1978) and t h e  c u r r e n t  r e c e i p t s ?

One l a s t  comment i n  f a v o r  o f  be i ng  a b l e  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  n o t i c e  i n  t he  n ews p a p e r .  
Ue r e c e i v e d  a l o t  o f  q u e s t i o n s  f rom t h e  p u b l i c  on t h e  n o t i c e  t h a t  we i n c l u d e d  i n  
t h e  t a x  s t a t e m e n t s .  They were c o n f u s e d  as t o  what  t o do abou t  or w i t h  i t .  Even 
t h o u g h  i t  was t i t l e d  " No t i c e  To T a x p a y e r "  and me n t i o n e d  t h a t  i t  was "to i n f o r m  
t h e  t a x p a y e r  o f  t h e  use  o f  mon i e s  r e c e i v e d  f rom t h e  S t a t e  for  m u n i c i p a l  
a s s i s t a n c e "  p e o p l e  s t i l l  f e l t  t h a t  t h e r e  was s ome t h i n g  t h a t  t h e y  needed t o  do 
a b o u t  i t  but  d i d n ’ t know what .  B e i n g  a b l e  t o  p u b l i s h  t h e  n o t i c e  wou l d c e r t a i n l y  
h e l p  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n .

I  a p p r e c i a t e  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  to commen t  on t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .

S i n c e r e l y  <

T r e a s u r e rJ o d e l 1 J o n e s > C i t y



TELEPHONE 
(907) 586-1325 105 MUNICIPAL WAY, SUITE 301 

JUNEAU, ALASKA 99801

TO: Senator Arliss Sturgulewski, Chair
Members of the Senate Community and Regional Affairs Commitee

FROM: Scott A. Burgess, Executive D i r e c t o r ^ --------z?

DATE: February 17, 1988

SUBJECT: SB 337 - Taxpayer Notice

On behalf of its 135 member municipalities, the Alaska Municipal League 
supports SB 337 allowing the options of individual notice or newspaper 
notice to taxpayers regarding municipal assistance program payments. 
This legislation will provide consistency within the Statute (Title 29) 
and substantial savings of time and money for the municipalities and 
the taxpayers while meeting the intent of adequate notice.

Amending AS 29.60.370 as proposed by SB 337 will bring it into confor­
mance with AS 29.45.020. Taxpayer Notice (a). Publication in a "news­
paper of general circulation may be much more efficient than indivi­
dual notices for some municipalities who choose that option and, 
therefore, less expensive. An added benefit of the newspaper notice 
is informing non-taxpayers the cost of government and the amount of 
state assistance.

I do not know if the inconsistency between the two sections is inten­
tional or a result of the fact that municipal assistance use to be 
addressed in Title 43 under the Department of Revenue before it was 
brought under the Department of Community and Regional Affairs and 
Title 29 under the "Title 29 Rewrite" legislation in 1985. The subject 
section does deal with "Increased Assistance" but that does not seem to 
be critical to not allowing the option, and, unfortunately, municipal 
assistance has not increased in several years! Adequate notice, con­
sistency and some cost savings would be achieved with the passage of SB 
337.

Again, the Alaska Municipal League supports SB 337 and the taxpayer 
notice options it would allow or clarify.

SAB:phi

cc: Senator Lloyd Jones

M E M B E R  O F  T H E  N A T IO N A L  L E A G U E  O '7 C IT IE S  A N D  T H E  N A T IO N A L  A S S O C IA T IO N  O F  C O U N T IE S




