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I a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s c h e d u l i n g  S J R  27 f o r  r e v i e w  b y  t h e  H o u s e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e ,  a n d  a t t a c h e d  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  b a c k  u p  
m a t e r i a l  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h i s  m e a s u r e .

A s  i n d i c a t e d  i n  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  r e s o l u t i o n ,  a s h o a l  is
d e v e l o p i n g  at  S t  P a u l  H a r b o r  w h i c h  p r e s e n t s  a n a v i g a t i o n a l
h a z a r d  t o  t h e  s h i p p i n g  i n d u s t r y  s e r v i n g  K o d i a k .  In a n  e f f o r t
t o  a v e r t  p o t e n t i a l  e c o n o m i c  d i s r u p t i o n  t o  t h e  r e g i o n ,  I h a v e  
i n t r o d u c e d  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  b o t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  
our_ C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  t o  u r g e  t h e  U S  A r m y  C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s  t o  i n i t i a t e  a d r e d g i n g  o p e r a t i o n  as  s o o n  as
p o s s i b l e .

M i c h a e l  T h i l l ,  o f  m y  staff, w i l l  b e  a v a i l b a l e  t o  d i s c u s s  t h i s  
m e a s u r e  w i t h  e i t h e r  y o u r s e l f  o r  y o u r  staff.

18 M a r c h ,  1988

M E M O R A N D U M

T O R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e t t y  Cato, C h a i r  
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

FROM: S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f

A g a i n ,  I t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m e a s u r e .
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FISCAL NOTE ANALYSIS SJR 27

C u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  v e r i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  s h o a l  i n  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r  i s  g ro w in g .  
However ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  by NOAA i s  n o t  a d e q u a t e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  what  
s o l u t i o n  w i l l  be b e s t  f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  t h e  s h o a l  a s  a  h a z a r d  t o  n a v i g a t i o n .  
The Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  i s  p r e p a r e d  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  S tu d y  
u n d e r  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e i r  S e c t i o n  107 Program t o  g a t h e r  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s h o a l .  The D e p a r tm e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  (DOT&PF) a g r e e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a need  t o  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  t h e  s h o a l .

1 . Background

Dur ing  t h e  summer o f  1986 ,  a r e q u e s t  was s u b m i t t e d  t o  t h e  D e p a r tm e n t  of  
Commerce 's  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n ic  and A t m o s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA), 
r e q u e s t i n g  t h e y  s t u d y  a  s u b s u r f a c e  f o r m a t i o n  i n  K o d i a k ' s  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r .

2 .  C u r r e n t  S t a t u s

NOAA h a s  c o m p l e t e d  t h e i r  f i e l d  work by g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  on t h e  s h o a l ' s  
f o r m a t i o n .  NOAA h a s  f o r w a r d e d  c o p i e s  o f  t h e i r  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s ,  as  
w e l l  a s  c o p i e s  o f  t h e i r  a d v a n c e  f i n a l  r e v i e w  comments ,  t o  t h e  U .S .  Army 
Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  SeaLand ,  I n c . ,  and  t h e  s h i p p i n g  com pany ' s  
c o n s u l t a n t ' s  P e r a t o v i c h ,  N o t t in g h a m  and  D r a g e .  T h e re  h a s  b e e n  a change  i n  
t h e  s h o a l ' s  f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e  1982 when d a t a  was p r e v i o u s l y  g a t h e r e d .

The s h o a l  I s  p r e s e n t l y  o u t s i d e  o f  t h e  Corps  e x i s t i n g  p r o j e c t  l i m i t s  f o r  
d r e d g i n g  i n  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r .  However ,  t h e  C o rp s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  i s  p r e p a r e d  
t o  i n i t i a t e  a  s t u d y  p r o j e c t  u n d e r  t h e i r  S e c t i o n  107 C o n t i n u i n g  A u t h o r i t y  
P ro g ra m .  The s t u d y  p r o j e c t  ha s  t h r e e  p h a s e s :  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e ;  F e a s i b i l i t y ;  
and C o n s t r u c t i o n .

3 .  C o s t s

Under  t h e  S e c t i o n  107 P rog ra m ,  t h e  Corps  w i l l  assume a l l  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t  ( R e c o n n a i s s a n c e ) .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  
R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  S tu d y  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  Corps  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  I f  t h e  
Corps  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  s h o a l  I s  a  h a z a r d  t o  n a v i g a t i o n ,  t h e y  w i l l  
p r o c e e d  t o  c o n d u c t  a F e a s i b i l i t y  S t u d y .  The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  
F e a s i b i l i t y  S t u d y  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a  5 0 / 5 0  c o s t  s h a r e  w i t h  a  l o c a l  s p o n s o r .
I t  I s  o u r  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  o f  K od iak  w i l l  a c t  a s  l o c a l  s p o n s o r .  
The c o s t  o f  t h e  F e a s i b i l i t y  S tudy  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  t o t a l  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 .
F i n a l l y ,  i f  i t  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  t o  be i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  n a v i g a t i o n a l  
s a f e t y  t o  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a  c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( d r e d g i n g )  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  ’ n c a l  
s p o n s o r  w i l l  be  r e q u i r e d  t o  s h a r e  i n  up t o  20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c n s t r u c t i o n  
c o s t s .  The C o rp s  does  n o t  have  any  c o s t  e s t i m a t e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( d r e d g i n g )  p h a s e  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t .

4 .  M a in t e n a n c e  C o s t s

The p e r i o d i c  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  a p p r o a c h  c h a r n e l  w i l l  
be  b o r n e  by t h e  C o r p s .

Bl
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C u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  v e r i f i e s  t h a t  t h e  s h o a l  i n  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r  i s  g r o w i n g .  
However ,  i n f o r m a t i o n  g a t h e r e d  by NOAA i s  n o t  a d e q u a t e  t o  d e t e r m i n e  what  
s o l u t i o n  t f i l l  be b e s t  f o r  e l i m i n a t i n g  th e  s h o a l  a s  a  h a z a r d  t o  n a v i g a t i o n .  
The Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  i s  p r e p a r e d  to  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  S tudy  
u n d e r  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  a u t h o r i t y  of  t h e i r  S e c t i o n  107 Program  t o  g a t h e r  more 
i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e  s h o a l .  The Depa r tm en t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  (DOT&PF) a g r e e s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  a need t o  f u r t h e r  s t u d y  t h e  s h o a l .

■

1. Background

D ur ing  che summer of  1986, a r e q u e s t  was s u b m i t t e d  to  t h e  D e p a r tm en t  of  
Commerce 's  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n ic  and A tm o s p h e r ic  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA), 
r e q u e s t i n g  th e y  s t u d y  a s u b s u r f a c e  f o r m a t i o n  i n  K o d i a k ' s  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r .

2 .  C u r r e n t  S t a t u s

NOAA has com ple ted  t h e i r  f i e l d  work by g a t h e r i n g  d a t a  on t h e  s h o a l ' s  
f o r m a t i o n .  NOAA has  f o rw a r d e d  c o p i e s  of  t h e i r  p r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s ,  a s  
w e l l  a s  c o p ie s  of  t h e i r  advance  f i n a l  r e v i e w  comments ,  t o  t h e  U .S .  Army 
Corps of  E n g i n e e r s  a s  w e l l  a s  SeaLand,  I n c . ,  and  t h e  s h i p p i n g  company ' s  
c o n s u l t a n t ' s  P e r a t o v i c h ,  No t t ingham  and D r a g e .  T h e r e  ha s  been  a  change  i n  
t h e  s h o a l ' s  f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e  1982 when d a t a  was p r e v i o u s l y  g a t h e r e d .

The s h o a l  i s  p r e s e n t l y  o u t s i d e  of  the  Corps  e x i s t i n g  p r o j e c t  l i m i t s  f o r  
d r e d g i n g  i n  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r .  However ,  t h e  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  i s  p r e p a r e d  
t o  i n i t i a t e  a s t u d y  p r o j e c t  u n d e r  t h e i r  S e c t i o n  107 C o n t i n u i n g  A u t h o r i t y  
Program . The s t u d y  p r o j e c t  ha s  t h r e e  p h a s e s :  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e ;  F e a s i b i l i t y ;  
and C o n s t r u c t i o n .

3 .  C o s t s

Under  t h e  S e c t i o n  107 Program ,  t h e  Corps w i l l  a ssume a l l  c o s t s  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  p h a s e  of  t h e  p r o j e c t  ( R e c o n n a i s s a n c e ) .  I t  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t h e  
R e c o n n a i s s a n c e  S tudy  w i l l  c o s t  t h e  Corps a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 5 0 , 0 0 0 .  I f  t h e  
Corps  d e t e r m i n e s  t h a t  t h e  s h o a l  i s  a h a z a r d  t o  n a v i g a t i o n ,  t h e y  w i l l  
p r o c e e d  to  conduc t  a F e a s i b i l i t y  S tu d y .  The p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  the  
F e a s i b i l i t y  S tudy  w i l l  r e q u i r e  a 5 0 /50  c o s t  s h a r e  w i t h  a l o c a l  s p o n s o r .
I t  i s  o u r  a s s u m p t io n  t h a t  t h e  C i t y  o f  Kodiak w i l l  a c t  a s  l o c a l  s p o n s o r .  
The c o s t  o f  the  F e a s i b i l i t y  S tudy  i s  e s t i m a t e d  t o  t o t a l  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0 .
F i n a l l y ,  i f  i t  i s  d e t e r m i n e d  to  be i n  t h e  b e s t  i n t e r e s t  o f  n a v i g a t i o n a l  
s a f e t y  to  p r o c e e d  w i t h  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( d r e d g i n g )  p r o j e c t ,  t h e  l o c a l  
s p o n s o r  w i l l  be r e q u i r e d  to  s h a r e  i n  up to  20 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
c o s t s .  The Corps does  no t  have any c o s t  e s t i m a t e  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  t h e  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  ( d r e d g i n g )  p ha se  of  t h e  p r o j e c t .

F o r  f u r t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  call S u s a n  F l e i s c h h a u e r  at 4 6 5 - 3 9 0 0



Maintenance Costs

The p e r i o d i c  m a i n t e n a n c e  c o s t s  f o r  m a i n t a i n i n g  t h e  a p p ro a c h  c h a n n e l  w i l l  
be b o r n e  by t h e  C o r p s .





November 3, 1986

Honorable Fred T. Zharoff 

Box 405
Kodiak, AK 99615 

Dear Senator Zharoff:

In 1986 we were fortunate enough to obtain soundings 
of the problem shoal in St. Paul Harbor, as well as 
soundings in front of Pier 3 and the area off the spit, 
thanks to your help in getting the ball rolling. We 

have more work ahead: now we can compare them with

the 1983 soundings taken by NOAA, but never published.

This shoal does not seem to go away, and could continue 
to grow. It is now a hazard to navigation for all vessels 
entering St. Paul Harbor, because of the narrow range 
of approach to Pier 3. As you are aware, a vessel must 
go around the shoal and make a semicircle in approaching 

Pier 3 in a very small area.

With new ships coming into the Alaska trade, the steamship 
industry will be further hampered by the confined approach 
to Pier 3 via St. Paul Harbor As Kodiak increases 
its position in the world seafood industry, the larger 

vessels could be restricted in the use of this vital 
port. As we all know, the Port of Kodiak will become 
the "hub" collecting and distributing fish, Alaska's 

most vital resource, from all of the outports to the 
domestic and export markets.

Since the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers is responsible 
for keeping existing waterways open for interstate and 

foreign commerce, it is essential that we immediately 
make the following request, through the proper channels.



1. You, as the area's State Senator, should immediately 

request funds from the Congressional Supplemental Appropri­
ations before February 1987 to determine the content

of the shoal, by core drilling, as well as total size 

and an estimate of removal costs. We would then hope 

to obtain the funds to remove this hazard to navigation 
in the immediate future.

2. If you write to the Governor, and he in turn writes 
the two Alaska Senators and one Congressman in Washington, 
we do stand a chance of getting action in February 1987.

I know you are are aware of the "tricky" navigational 
problems in St. Paul Harbor, particularly with larger 

vessels, the tides, and the various changing cross winds 
experienced in getting a vessel to the dock in such 

close waters. It is also possible that a grounded vessel 
could jeopardize the commerce of the Port of Kodiak 
during a busy shipping season, preventing further use 
by large seagoing vessels.

Thank you in advance for your assistance on this very 
important issue. I will be discussing this further 

with you by telephone as well as in person.

HLS/lc



Se n a t o r  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P. O . B O X  405, K O D IA K , A L A S K A  99615 (907) 486-5259
D U R IN G  S E S S IO N :
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May 6,  1986

H o n o r a b le  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
Governo r  o f  A la s k a  
Box A
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99811 

Dear  Governor  S h e f f i e l d :

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  c o n t a c t i n g  A l a s k a ' s  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  and i n  w o r k in g  w i t h  t h e  f e d e r a l  governm en t  
r e g a r d i n g  a m a t t e r  o f  g r e a t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  K odiak  I s l a n d  and w e s t e r n  
A l a s k a .

A l a r g e  s h o a l  a p p a r e n t l y  i s  f o rm in g  900 y a r d s  o f f  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  
Kodiak  dock  i n  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r .  T h i s  s h o a l  c o u l d  j e o p a r d i z e  n a v i g a t i o n  
by r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  t u r n i n g  c i r c l e  a r e a .  Because  o f  v a r i o u s  r a p i d l y  
c h a n g i n g  c r o s s - w i n d s  and t i d a l  a c t i o n s ,  t h e  P o r t  o f  Kodiak a l r e a d y  i s  a 
v e r y  d i f f i c u l t  p o r t  t o  m aneuver  i n  and o u t  o f .  T h i s  s h o a l  makes i t  much 
w o r s e .

The s h o a l  a p p e a r s  t o  be 25 f e e t  u n d e r  t h e  s u r f a c e  a t  low t i d e .  
C o n t a i n e r  s h i p s  now coming i n t o  Kodiak  draw b e tw e e n  25 f e e t  and 40 f e e t .  
S ea -L and  S e r v i c e ,  I n c . ,  h a s  p l a n s  t o  r e p l a c e  i t s  c u r r e n t  f l e e t  w i t h  
l a r g e r  s h i p s  t h a t  a l l  draw 40 f e e t .  I f  a  s h i p  were  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  s h o a l ,  
t h e  s o u t h w e s t  e n t r a n c e  t o  Kodiak h a r b o r  c o u l d  be b l o c k e d .  The s h o a l  i s  
n o t  shown on e x i s t i n g  n a u t i c a l  c h a r t s .

The f o r m a t i o n  o f  t h i s  s h o a l  i s  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  m a t t e r  f o r  K od iak .
The community and  t h e  r e g i o n ,  l i k e  most  o f  A l a s k a ,  i s  h e a v i l y  d e p e n d e n t
on s e a  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  f o r  goods  and  s e r v i c e s .  I f  l a r g e  s h i p s  r u n  i n t o  
u n d e r w a t e r  b a r r i e r s  w h i l e  e n t e r i n g  and d e p a r t i n g  t h e  P o r t  o f  K o d ia k ,  t h e  
e f f e c t  on t h e  l o c a l  economy c o u ld  be d e v a s t a t i n g .  Kodiak  i s  t h e  s u p p l y  
c e n t e r  f o r  t h e  r e g i o n .  I t  i s  t h e  s h ip m e n t  c e n t e r  f o r  m i l l i o n s  o f
d o l l a r s  w o r th  o f  s e a f o o d .  I f  goods c a n n o t  be s h i p p e d  i n ,  and o u r
s e a f o o d  c a n n o t  be s h i p p e d  o u t ,  K o d i a k ' s  s y s t e m  o f  commerce would be 
d e s t r o y e d .

At t h i s  t i m e ,  t h e  main p rob lem  w i t h  t h e  s h o a l  i s  t h a t  we do n o t  
have  much i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  i t  —  s i z e ,  how f a s t  i t  i s  g r o w in g ,  e x a c t  
l o c a t i o n ,  e t c .  E n c l o s e d  a r e  c o p i e s  o f  t h e  l e t t e r s  I  w r o t e  to  A l a s k a ' s  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  them to  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
o b t a i n i n g  a s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  f o r  Army Corps o f  E n g i n e e r s  to  
have  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n ic  and A tm o sp h e r ic  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  c o n d u c t  a 
s u r v e y  o f  t h e  s h o a l  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  t h e  a g e n c y ' s  p l a n n e d  summer
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s u r v e y  work .  The c o s t  o f  t h e  a d d i t i o n a l  s u r v e y  s h o u ld  be l e s s  t h a n  
$100,000.

I  would be  most  g r a t e f u l ,  G o v e r n o r ,  i f  you c o u ld  a l s o  w r i t e  t o  o u r  
c o n g r e s s i o n a l  d e l e g a t i o n  r e q u e s t i n g  them t o  s e e k  f u n d in g  f o r  the  s u r v e y .  
P l e a s e  c o n t a c t  me i f  you r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n .

Thank you f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  i m p o r t a n t  m a t t e r .

E n c l o s u r e

c c :  Com m iss io ner  W i l l i a m  Knapp
Jo h n  Pugh,  Kodiak  c i t y  mayor  
Sam Gesko,  Kodiak  c i t y  manager  

’ H.L. S c h u y l e r ,  Sea-Land

S i n c e r e l y

F re d  F. Z h a r o f f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  Se na te



BILL SHEFFIELD
G O V E R N O R

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J u n e a u

J u n e  17, 1986

The H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f  
P.O. B o x  405 
K o d i a k ,  A K  9 9 6 1 5

D e a r  Fred,

S t a f f  f r o m  the D e p a r t m e n t  of  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  h a s  r e v i e w e d  the i n f o r m a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  on the 
K o d i a k  H a r b o r  s h o a l  and has t a l k e d  to K o d i a k  r e s i d e n t s  to 
o b t a i n  m o r e  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n .  As a r e s u l t  o f  th a t  
r e v i e w ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  K n a p p  has w r i t t e n  to the N a t i o n a l  
O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA) r e q u e s t i n g  
a s s i s t a n c e  o n  t h e  p r o j e c t  to d o c u m e n t  t h e  s h oal and any 
c h a n g e s  t h a t  m a y  be o c c u r r i n g .

To f o l l o w  u p  o n  y o u r  s p e c i f i c  r e q u e s t  t h a t  I ask the A l a s k a  
C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a  ;i<-u to s e e k  f u n d i n g  for the p r o j e c t ,  
m y  s t a f f  in t h e  W a s h  on, D.C., o f f i c e  s p oke w i t h  S e n a t o r  
S t e v e n s’ o f f i c e .  It is our u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th a t  a r e q u e s t  
w a s  m a d e  to t h e  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  t h a t  i n f o r m a t i o n  on the 
K o d i a k  s h o a l  be  uj a t e d  and e x a m i n e d  a n d  y o u r  s p e c i f i c  
r e q u e s t  to h e l p  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  d e v e l o p  a p l a n  to p r e v e n t  the 
s h o a l  f r o m  b e c o m i n g  a .v-'rier to the u s e  of the h a r b o r  be 
c o n s i d e r e d .  T h e  C o r p s  a .ould b e  r e p l y i n g  to t h a t  r e q u e s t  
w i t h  w h a t e v e r  c u r r e n t  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e  and w i t h  
some c o m m e n t s  a b o u t  p u r s u i n g  t h e  m a p p i n g  o f  the s h oal to 
d e t e r m i n e  if it is c h a n g i n g .

W h e n  w e  r e c e i v e  r e s p o n s e s  from N O A A  and the C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s ,  w e  w i l l  r e l a y  that i n f o r m a t i o n  to you. In 
a d d i t i o n ,  o u r  s t a f f  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  to w o r k  w i t h  the C o n g r e s­
s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  to e n s u r e  c o n t i n u e d  a t t e n t i o n  to this 
p r o b l e m .  In the int e r i m ,  if I c a n  be o f  a n y  f u r t h e r  a s s i s­
tan c e  in t h i s  m a t t e r ,  p l e a s e  let me  know.

S i n c e r e l y ,

B i l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r



MEMORANDUM State of Alaska
D epartm ent o f T ransporta tion  & P ub lic  F a c ilitie s

TO:
T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Bi l l  S h e f f i e l d  
G o v e r n o r

DATE: J u n e  9, 1986

FILE NO:

TELEPHONE NO:
4 6 5 - 3 9 0 0

SUBJECT:

K o d i a k / H a r b o r
S h o a l i n g

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and P u b l i c  F a c i l i t i e s  has r e­
v i e w e d  a c o p y  of S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f ' s  M a y  6, 1986, l e t t e r  to 
y o u  r e g a r d i n g  a s h o a l i n g  p r o b l e m  in K o d i a k  H a r b o r .  We s u p p o r t  
the S e n a t o r ' s  e f f o r t s  to g a t h e r  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  the u n d e r­
w a t e r  f o r m a t i o n ' s  o r i g i n  and d e v e l o p m e n t .

T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  be n o t i f y i n g  the U.S. D e p a r t m e n t  of C o m­
m e r c e ' s  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  and A t m o s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA) of 
the c o m m u n i t y ' s  i n t e r e s t  in s t u d y i n g  the s u b s u r f a c e  f o r m a t i o n .  
N O A A  has an a c t i v e  r e s e a r c h  p r o g r a m  w i t h i n  its B a t h y m e t r i c  M a p­
pi n g  G r o u p  and is a l w a y s  i n t e r e s t e d  in i d e n t i f y i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  
a f f e c t i n g  c u r r e n t  n a u t i c a l  c h a r t s .  It is p o s s i b l e  t h e i r  u p c o m i n g  
p r o g r a m  m a y  a l l o w  t h e m  to i n c l u d e  a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  of the h a r b o r  
a r e a  this s u m mer.

cc: W i l l i a m  R. S n e l l ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n
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T h e  H o n o r a b l e  S t e v e  C o w p e r
G o v e r n o r
S t a t e  of A l a s k a

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  C o w p e r :

T h i s  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  is a f o l l o w  u p  t o  m y  l e t t e r  o f  N o v e m b e r  
21st, 198 6 c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a s h o a l  in t h e  St
P a u l  H a r b o r  a t  K o d i a k .  A s  y o u  k n ow, t h e  e m e r g e n c e  o f  t h i s  
s h o a l  p r e s e n t s  a n  i m p e d i m e n t  t o  n a v i g a t i o n ,  w i t h  p o t e n t i a l  for 
e c o n o m i c  d i s r u p t i o n  t o  t h e  r e g i o n .  A d d i t i o n a l l y ,  h a r b o r  
n a v i g a b i l i t y  is b o t h  v i t a l  to, a n d  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  p o l i c y  
p o s i t i o n  t a k e n  b y  t h e  s t a t e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  d e v e l o p m e n t  of 
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  e x p o r t  trade.

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in u r g i n g  s u p p o r t  f r o m  
o u r  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  D e l e g a t i o n  t o  r e q u e s t  t h e  U S  A r m y  C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s  t o  d r e d g e  t h e  s h o a l  a t  S t  P a u l  H a r b o r ,  T h a n k  y o u  
f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h i s  m a t t e r .

S i n c e r e l

h a r o f f

cc: H.L. S c h u y l e r
S e a - L a n d  S e r v i c e ,  Inc.



S t a t e  o  f  A l a s  ic a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R  

J  I I  N  E  A  U

A p r i l  17, 1987

The H o n o r a b l e  T e d  S t e v e n s  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  
522 H a r t  B u i l d i n g  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  D C  20510

D e a r  S e n a t o r  St e v e n s :

D u r i n g  the l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a n u m b e r  of 
c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  our o f f i c e s  r e g a r d i n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 
h a z a r d  to n a v i g a t i o n  in K o d i a k ' s  St. Paul H a r b o r  a n d  the 
n e e d  for the g a t h e r i n g  of d a t a  o n  the s u b s u r f a c e  f o r m a t i o n .  
We w a n t  to t h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  p r e v i o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  our 
r e q u e s t s  to s t u d y  the shoal.

S i n c e  o u r  p r e v i o u s  c o n t a c t ,  the N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o­
s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA) has c o m p l e t e d  a s e r i e s  of 
s o u n d i n g s  on the shoal. It is o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  h a s  b e e n  f o r w a r d e d  to the U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s .  P r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  the s h o a l  has 
c h a n g e d  in f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e  s o u n d i n g  s t u d i e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  
in 1983. S i n c e  the c h a n g e  in the f o r m a t i o n ' s  s h a p e  can n o w  
be s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  we b e l i e v e  it is i m p o r t a n t  to c o n t i n u e  to 
d e t e r m i n e  the i m p a c t s  o f  the shoal o n  n a v i g a t i o n .

We a r e  r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  in e n c o u r a g i n g  the U.S. A r m y  
C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  to s e l e c t  the p r o j e c t  for f u r t h e r  s t u d y  
u n d e r  t h e i r  'S e c t i o n  107, C o n t i n u i n g  A u t h o r i t y  Pr o g r a m .
U n d e r  the S e c t i o n  107 p r o g r a m ,  the C o r p s  w i l l  be a b l e  to 
c o n d u c t  a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  to d e t e r m i n e  the s h o a l ' s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  i d e n t i f y  so m e  p o s s i b l e  
s o l u t i o n s  to m i t i g a t i n g  it-> i m p a c t  on n a v i g a t i o n .  It is 
o n l y  by  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  the r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  t h a t  w e  
e v e n t u a l l y  m a y  be ab l e  to d e t e r m i n e  the b e s t  s o l u t i o n  for 
r e m o v i n g  the shoal.

Y o u r  s u p p o r t  of  this r e q u e s t  w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S/S Steve Cowper

S t e v e  C o w p e r  
G o v e r n o r

c c :  S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e



S t a t e  o f  A l a  s  k  a
O F F I C E  O F  T H E  G O V E R N  O F

J u n e a u

A p r i l  17, 1987

The H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  
709 H a r t  B u i l d i n g  
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20510

De a r  S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i :

D u r i n g  the last f e w  m o n t h s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a n u m b e r  of 
c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  o u r  o f f i c e s  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  development c o f  a 
h a z a r d  to n a v i g a t i o n  in K o d i a k ' s  St. Paul H a r b o r  a n d  the 
n e e d  for the g a t h e r i n g  of data on the s u b s u r f a c e  for m a t i o n .  
We w a n t  to t h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  p r e v i o u s  s u p p o r t  of  our 
r e q u e s t s  to s t u d y  the shoal.

S i n c e  o u r  p r e v i o u s  c o n t a c t ,  the N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  and A t m o­
sp h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA) has c o m p l e t e d  a s e r i e s  of 
s o u n d i n g s  on  the shoal. It is o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  has b e e n  f o r w a r d e d  to t h e  U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s .  P r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  t h e  shoal has 
c h a n g e d  in f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e  s o u n d i n g  s t u d i e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  
in 1983. S i n c e  the c h a n g e  in the f o r m a t i o n ' s  s hape c a n  n o w  
be s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  w e  b e l i e v e  it is i m p o r t a n t  to c o n t i n u e  to 
d e t e r m i n e  the i m p a c t s  of  the shoal o n  n a v i g a t i o n .

We are r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  in e n c o u r a g i n g  the U.S. A r m y  
C o r p s  of  E n g i n e e r s  to s e l e c t  the p r o j e c t  for f u r t h e r  s t u d y  
u n d e r  t h e i r -S e c t i o n  107, C o n t i n u i n g  A u t h o r i t y  P rogram.
U n d e r  the S e c t i o n  107 p r o g r a m ,  the C o r p s  w i l l  be a b l e  to 
c o n d u c t  a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  to d e t e r m i n e  the s h o a l ' s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  i d e n t i f y  so m e  p o s s i b l e  
s o l u t i o n s  to m i t i g a t i n g  its i m p a c t  on  n a v i g a t i o n .  It is 
o n l y  b y  p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  the r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  t h a t  we 
e v e n t u a l l y  m a y  be a b l e  to d e t e r m i n e  t h e  b e s t  s o l u t i o n  for 
r e m o v i n g  the shoal.

Yo u r  s u p p o r t  o f  this r e q u e s t  w i l l  b e  a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

S/S Steve Cowper 

S t e v e  C o w p e r  
G o v e r n o r

c c:  S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e



S t a t e  o f  A  l a  s  ic a
□  F F i _ l  O F  T H E  G O V E R N O R

J u n e a u

A p r i l  17, 1987

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  D o n  Y o u n g  
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
2331 R a y b u r n  H o u s e  O f f i c e  Bldg.
W a s h i n g t o n ,  DC 20515

D e a r  C o n g r e s s m a n  Young:

D u r i n g  the l a s t  few m o n t h s  t h e r e  h a v e  b e e n  a n u m b e r  of 
c o n t a c t s  b e t w e e n  o u r  o f f i c e s  r e g a r d i n g  the d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a 
h a z a r d  to n a v i g a t i o n  in K o d i a k ' s  St. Paul H a r b o r  and the 
n e e d  for t h e  g a t h e r i n g  o f  da t a  on the s u b s u r f a c e  for m a t i o n .
We w a n t  to t h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  p r e v i o u s  s u p p o r t  o f  our 
r e q u e s t s  to s t u d y  the shoal.

S i n c e  o u r  p r e v i o u s  c o n t a c t ,  the N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  and A t m o­
s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA) has c o m p l e t e d  a s e r i e s  of 
s o u n d i n g s  o n  the shoal. It is o u r  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  th a t  the 
i n f o r m a t i o n  has b e e n  f o r w a r d e d  to the U.S. A r m y  C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s .  P r e l i m i n a r y  a n a l y s i s  i n d i c a t e s  the shoal has 
c h a n g e d  in f o r m a t i o n  s i n c e  s o u n d i n g  s t u d i e s  w e r e  c o n d u c t e d  
in 1983. S i n c e  the c h a n g e  in the f o r m a t i o n ' s  s h ape can n o w  
be s u b s t a n t i a t e d ,  w e  b e l i e v e  it is i m p o r t a n t  to c o n t i n u e  to 
d e t e r m i n e  t h e  i m p a c t s  o f  the shoal on n a v i g a t i o n .

We are r e q u e s t i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  in e n c o u r a g i n g  the U.S. A r m y  
C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  to s e l e c t  the p r o j e c t  for f u r t h e r  .study 
u n d e r  their- S e c t i o n  107, C o n t i n u i n g  A u t h o r i t y  Frogram.
U n d e r  the S e c t i o n  107 p r o g r a m ,  the C o r p s  w i l l  oe ab l e  to 
c o n d u c t  a r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  to d e t e r m i n e  the s h o a l ' s  
p a r t i c u l a r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  a n d  i d e n t i f y  some p o s s i b l e  
s o l u t i o n s  to m i t i g a t i n g  its i m p a c t  on n a v i g a t i o n .  It is 
o n l y  by p r o c e e d i n g  w i t h  the r e c o n n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  th a t  we 
e v e n t u a l l y  m a y  b e  a b l e  to d e t e r m i n e  the b e s t  s o l u t i o n  for 
r e m o v i n g  the shoal.

Yo u r  s u p p o r t  of th i s  r e q u e s t  w i l l  be a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,
i

3/S Steve Cowper

S t e v e  C o w p e r  
G o v e r n o r

c c :  S e n a t o r  F r e d  Z h a r o f f

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e
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May 6, 1986

H o n o ra b le  Ted S t e v e n s  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a te  
522 H a r t  B u i l d i n g  
W a sh in g to n ,  D.CV  20510

Dear S e n a tm ? j> t r e v e n s :

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  s o l v i n g  a p r o b le m  t h a t  
p o s e s  a p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  economy and commerce o f  Kodiak  I s l a n d  
a n d ,  p o s s i b l y ,  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a .

I t  h a s  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  a l a r g e  s h o a l  a p p a r e n t l y  
i s  f o r m in g  900 y a r d s  o f f  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Kodiak dock  i n  S t .  P a u l  
H a r b o r .  The s h o a l  c o u ld  pose  a m a j o r  t h r e a t  t o  n a v i g a t i o n  by s e r i o u s l y  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  t u r n i n g  r a d i u s  i n  t h e  c h a n n e l .  From u n s c i e n t i f i c  and 
u n o f f i c i a l  s u r v e y s ,  i t s  d e n t b  a p p e a r s  t o  be 25 f e e t  a t  low t i d e .  With 
t h e  c o n t a i n e r  s h i p s  now coming i n t o  Kodiak d r a w in e  be tw een  29 f e e t  and 
40 f e e t ,  ycu  can s e c  how s e r i o u s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  has  become. I f  a s h i p  
were t o  s t r i k e  t h e  s h o a l ,  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  e n t r a n c e  t o  Kodiak  h a r b o r  c o u l d  
be b l o c k e d .  Combined w i t h  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  p rob le m s  o f  r a p i d l y  
c h a n g in g  c r o s s - w i n d s  and t i d a l  a c t i o n ,  t h i s  s h o a l  p o s e s  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  
to  t h e  oc e an  t r a f f i c  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  P o r t  o f  Kod iak .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  Sea-Land Se rv ice - ,  I n c . ,  i s  p l a n n i n g  to  u p g r a d e  i t s  
f l e e t  t o  v e s s e l s  o f  a l a r g e r  s i z e ,  d r aw in g  40 f e e t .  V e s s e l s  o f  t h i s  
s i z e  w i l l  t r u l y  need t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o p e r  m an e u v e r in g  t o  u s e  
Kodiak  a s  one o f  t h e i r  p o r t s  o f  c a l l .

Kodiak  and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  co m m u n i t i e s  a r e  h e a v i l y  d e p e n d e n t  on s e a  
t r a n s p o r t i o n  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  s u p p l i e s  and f o r  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  
m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w o r th  o f  s e a f o o d  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  
r e g i o n ' s  economy.  T h i s  n a v i g a t i o n a l  h a z a r d  c o u l d  c a u s e  a m a jo r  
d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  f low  o f  oc e a n  t r a f f i c  r e s u l t i n g  i n  d e v a s t a t i o n  t o  t h e  
l o c a l  economy.

We have  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  s h o a l .  The s h o a l  i s  
n o t  shown on any  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g ,  and o u t d a t e d ,  n a u t i c a l  c h a r t s ,  which 
a t  b e s t  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 y e a r s  o l d .  The s h o a l ' s  s i z e ,  e x a c t  
l o c a t i o n ,  and r a t e  a t  which i t  i s  g row ing  a r e  unknown. As a f i r s t  s t e p  
t o  s o l v i n g  t h i s  p r ob le m ,  se  need to  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  how s e r i o u s  t h e  
s h o a l  i s  and how r a p i d l y  i t  i s  g r o w in g .

I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  you to  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  
s u p p l e m e n t a l  f u n d i n e  f o r  t h e  Army Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  w i th  t h e  i n t e n t  o f



h a v in g  one o f  t h e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  Ocean ic  and A tm osphe r ic  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  
s u r v e y  v e s s e l s ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ' s  p l a n n e d  summer f i e l d  work ,  s t o p  i n  
S t .  P a u l  H arbor  and s u r v e y  th e  s h o a l .  The u n o f f i c i a l  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  
t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  P l e a s e  a d v i s e  w h e t h e r  t h i s  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  I  f e e l ,  a s  do o t h e r s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  
s e r i o u s  and w a r r a n t s  im m edia te  a c t i o n .

Thank you f o r  any  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  a d v i c e  you can o f f e r .

E n c l o s u r e

c c :  Governor  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d
C o l .  G r e g o ry ,  Corps o f  E n g i n e e r s  
John  Pugh, Kodiak  c i t y  mayor  
Sam Gesko,  Kodia'*. c i t y  manager  

' H.L. S c h u y l e r ,  Sea-Land

S i n c e r e l y ,

Fred  F. Z h a r o f f  
A la s k a  S t a t e  S e na te
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•lay 21, 1986

T he H o n o r a b l e  Fred F. Z h a r o f f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P.O. Box 405 
Kodiak, A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 5

Dear Fred:

T h a n k s  for y o u r  l e t t e r  i n f o r m i n g  m e  of a p o t e n t i a l  
p r o b l e m  that is d e v e l o p i n g  in the K o d i a k  h a r b o r .  I h a v e  
c o n t a c t e d  the C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  and the N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  
and A t m o s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  to find out w h a t  r e s o u r c e s  
m a y  b e  a v a i l a b l e  to h a n d l e  this s i t u a t i o n .

I'll be  b a c k  in t o u c h  u p o n  r e c e i v i n g  t h e s e  res p o n s e s ,  
a p p r e c i a t e  b e i n g  m a d e  a w a r e  of t h i s  m a t t e r ,  Fred. I'll d 
w h a t  I can.

W i t h  best w i s h e s ,
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The L'onorable Ted Stevens 

United States Senate 

5° 2 Hart Building
Washington, P.C. 20510 

Sear Senator Stevens:

/“s you are aware, Kodiak is facing a potential problem due to the 
’orr'fion of a shoal in St. Paul Harbor. This shoal presents a 

problem to ships attempting to dock at Pier 3 in Kodiak. Sca-Land 
Services, Inc., the major container ship line that services Kodiak, 

is planning to dep1 ,w, larger ships in the Alaska market. This 

further the need to investigate this problem shoal.

Through your help, NOAA made some soundings of this shoal during 

this past summer. These soundings can now be ccmpar&d to the 
soundings of 1983 in order to determine if, in fact, the shoal is 

growing in size.

Because of the hazard this shcal creates to ships navigating into 
St. Paul Harbor, I respectfully request you to attempt to obtain 
funds through the Congressional Supplemental Appropriations to 

determine the content and size of the shcal by core drilling and 
accurate cost estimates for removal of the shoal. I recuest funds 
through this vehicle in order for work to begin this spring or 

summer.

I am most appreciative of your past support on this important 

ratter and I thank you in advance for your efforts.

Sincerely,

Fred F. Zharoff 

Alaska State Senate

cc: Covernor-Clect Steve Cowper
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J. KEITH KENNEDY. STAFF DIRECTOR 
FRANCIS J  SULLIVAN. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

D e c e m b e r  16, 1986

S e n a t o r  Fred F. Z h a r o f f  
P.O. Box 405 
K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  99615

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Zharoff:

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s  is a w a y  fr o m  his W a s h i n g t o n  o f f i c e  
d u r i n g  this C o n g r e s s i o n a l  recess. H o w e v e r ,  I s h a l l  b r i n g  
y o u r  r e q u e s t  for w o r k  on the s h oal to his a t t e n t i o n  u p o n  his 
return. W e  have c o n t a c t e d  the C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  to 
d e t e r m i n e  the time f r a m e  n e c e s s a r y  to c o n d u c t  such work.

D ue to the c h a n g e s  in the b u d g e t  p r o c e s s  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  
d r a m m - R u d m a n - H o l l i n g s , o n l y  v e r y  l i m i t e d  funds are a v a i l a b l e  
t h r o u g h  s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .  To o b t a i n  funds in a 
s u p p l e m e n t a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  bill it is now n e c e s s a r y  to take 
t h ose f u n d s  out of s o m e  o t h e r  p r o g r a m .  B e c a u s e  funds w e r e  
s p r e a d  t h i n l y  this y e a r  there is l i k e l y  to be s t r o n g  
r e s i s t a n c e  to r e m o v a l  of f u nds f r o m  any p r o g r a m s  d u r i n g  this 
b u d g e t  cycle.

I h o p e  you fi n d  this is r e s p o n s i v e  to y o u r  request.

W i t h  best wish e s ,

C o r d  i a l l v

S v e n d  B r a n d t - E r i c h s e n  
L e g i s l a t i v e  A s s i s t a n t  to 
T E D  S T E V E N S



MARK 0 HATFIELD. OREGON CHAIRMAN
U D  STEVENS. ALASK A
lO W E l l  P. WEICKER. JR . CONNECTICUT
j a m e s  a  m c c l u r e . id a m o

PAUL LAXALT. N EVAD A 
JAKE GARN. UTAH 
TMAD CCCHHAN MISSISSIPPI 
MARK ANDREW S. NORTH DAKOTA 
JAM ES  ABDNOR. SOUTH OAKOTA 
ROBERT VV. KASTEN. JR . W ISCO NSIN  
At FONSE M  D AM ATO  N EW  YORK 
MACK MATTINGLY. GEORGIA 
W ARREN RUOMAN N EW  HAMPSHIRE 
AM lEN  SPECTER. PENNSYLVANIA  
FCTE V. DOMENICI. N EW  MEXICO

JOH N C $ -£NN iS. MISSISSIPPI
ROBERT C 3YRO W ES T  VIRGINIA
W ILLIAM  P30XMIRE W ISCO NSIN
OAN 'SL  K NOUYE. HAWAII
ERNEST F « O l U N G S  SOUTH CAROLINA
l a w t o n  c h il e s  Fl o r id a

J. BENNETT JO H N STO N  LOUISIANA
QUENTIN  N BUROICK r»ORTH OAKOTA
PATRICK J LEAHY. VERMONT
J IM  SASSER TENNESSEE
D ENN 'S  C lCCNC iN I. ARIZONA
DALE BUMPERS ARKANSAS
FRANK H -AUTENBERG . N EW  JERSEY
TC M  MARK N. IO W A

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
W a s h in g t o n , D C  2 0 5 1 0

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e

J  KEITH KENNEDY. STAFF D SECTOR 
FRANCIS J. SULLIVAN  MINORITY STAUF DIRECTOR

J a n u a r y  13, 1987

S e n a t o r  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
P.O. Box V
June a u ,  A l a s k a  99811

D e a r  Fred:

E n c l o s e d  is the r e s p o n s e  I r e c e i v e d  fr o m  the C o r p s  of 
E n g i n e e r s  c o n c e r n i n g  the s hoal in St. Paul h a r b o r  at K o d iak.

C o l o n e l  G r e g o r y  i n d i c a t e s  that it w i l l  take th e m  so m e  
time to c o m p l e t e  a c o m p a r i s o n  of the 1983 and 1986 data. I 
w i l l  pass on the r e s u l t s  of the Co r p s '  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  as s o o n  
as it is c o m p l e t e d .

W i t h  be s t  w i s h e s ,

E n c l o s u r e



D E P A R TM E N T OF TH E A R M Y
U ^ .  A R M Y  E N G IN E E R  D IS T R IC T , A L A S K A  

P .O .B O X  8 9 8  
A N C H O R A G E , A L A S K A  9 9 5 0 6 - 0 8 9 8

Plan Formulation Section December 31, 1986

Honorable Ted Stevens 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens;

I received y ou r  December 16, 1986 letter regarding State Senator 

Z h a r o f f’s inquiry about the formation of a shoal in St. Paul harbor at 
Kodiak, Alaska.

A comparison of the soundings done by NOAA last summer with previous 

soundings in 1983 can be accomplished at minimal cost and is within our 

funding capability. The comparison can be done in a few days, but it will 

take some time to collect the required data. We will provide a detailed 
response to you within 60 days.

A copy of this letter is being sent to y o u r  Ancho ra ge  office.

If you have any questions please feel free to contact Hr. Carl Borash 
of my Plan Formulation Section ?t (907) 753-2632.

Sincerely,

I
Wilbur T.

Colonel, Corps zf Engineers 

District Engineer



JOH N  C. STENNIS. MISSISSIPPI, CHAIRMAN

»>OB£RT C. BYRO. W ES T  VIRGINIA
W iL U A M  PROXMIRE. W ISCO NSIN
DANIEL K. INOUYE. HAWAII
CHNEST F. HOLLINGS, SOUTH  CAROLINA
LAW TO N  CHILES. FLORIDA
J  BENNETT JOH NSTO N . LO UISIANA
O UENTIN  N  BURDICK. NORTH DAKOTA
PATRICK J. LEAHY. VERMONT
J 'M  SASSER  TENNESSEE
DENNIS O fCONC lNI. ARIZONA
DALE BUMPERS. ARKANSAS
FRANK R. LAUTENBERG. N EW  JERSEY
TO M  HARKIN. IO W A
BARBARA A. MIKULSKI. M ARYLAND
HARRY REID. NEVAD A

MARK 0. HATFIELD. OREGON
TED STEVENS. ALASK A
LOW ELL P. WEICKER. J t ..  CONNECTICUT
j a m e s  a  m c c l u r e . i d a h o

JAKE GARN. UTAH 
THAO  COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
ROBERT W . KASTEN. Jn . W ISCO NSIN  
ALFO NSE M  D AM ATO . N EW  YORK 
W ARREN RUDMAN. N EW  HAMPSHIRE 
ARLEN SPECTER. PENNSYLVANIA  
PETE V. DOMENICI. N EW  MEXICO 
CHARLES E. GRASSLEY. IO W A  
OON NICKLES. O KLAHOM A

United States Senate
COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
W a s h in g t o n , D C  2 0 5 1 0 - 6 0 2 5

A p r i l  9, .1987
FRANCIS J. SULLIVAN  ’ TAFF DIRECTOR 

J. KEITH KENNEDY. M INO T,TY STAFF OIRECTOR

The H o n o r a b l e  Fred F. Z h a r o f f  
A l a s k a  S t ate S e n a t e  
P.O. Box V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
Juneau, A l a s k a  9 9 811

Dear Fred:

I h a v e  r e c e i v e d  a r e s p o n s e  fr o m  C o l o n e l  G r e g o r y  
c o n c e r n i n g  the C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s '  s t u d y  of the shoal in St. 
Paul H a r b o r  at Kodiak. E n c l o s e d  is a c o p y  of his letter for 
y o u  to review.

The C o r p s  w i l l  c o n d u c t  a m o r e  d e t a i l e d  s t u d y  if a local 
or S t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  s p o n s o r  will s h a r e  in the s t u d y  costs.

W i t h  best w i s h e s ,

E n c l o s u r e



R E P L Y  T O  
A T T E N T IO N  O K i

D E P A R TM EN T OF TH E  A R M Y
U^. ARMY ENGINEER DISTRICT, ALASKA 

P.O.BOX 898 
ANCHORAGE, ALASKA 99506-0898

Plan Formulation Section

Honorable Ted Stevens 

United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

This will follow up my December 31, 1986 letter to you 
regarding the formation of a shoal in St. Paul Harbor at Kodiak, 
Alaska. We have reviewed soundings done by the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in 1986. The shallowest 
point on the shoal has an elevation of -30 feet MLLW.

The Corps was authorized to study the deep-draft navigation 
needs of Southcentral Alaska through resolutions adopted by the 
Committee on Public Works of the U.S. Senate on April 27, 1970, 
and by the Committee on Public Works of the U.S. House of 

Representatives on December 2, 1970. Under this authorization 
the Corps produced a preliminary interim Deep-Draft Navigation 
Report for Kodiak in June of 1982 which recommended that further 
investigations concentrate on breakwater and channel improvements 
as additional data became available. The study was discontinued 
in 1984 due to the decline in shipping volumes at Kodiak 
resulting from the collapse of the king crab resource. The study 
will resume when the cargo volume increases. Navigation problems 
from the shoal in question could then be investigated as part of 
that study.

The Corps could also evaluate this problem through a 
Section 107 navigation study under our continuing authorities if 

a local or State government sponsor requests our assistance. A 

Reconnaissance Report could be prepared at Federal expense. If 

Federal participation in a project appears to be economically 

feasible, the non-Federal sponsor would be asked to share the 
cost of a feasibility study in accordance with the Water 
Resources Development Act of 1986.

A copy of this letter is being sent to your Anchorage office.
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If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to 

contact me directly. If further details are desired by your staff, 
contact can be made with Mr. Carl Borash of my Plan Formulation 
Section at (907) 753-2632.

Sincerely,

Uiiiwrti
Wilbur T. Gregory, Jr.. 
Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer



JO H N  C. STENNIS. MISSISSIPPI. CHAIRMAN

ROBERT C. BYRD. W E S T  VIRGINIA 
W ILL IAM  PROXMIRE. W ISCO NSIN  
DANIEL K INOUYE. H AW AII

MARK 0. HATFIFLD. OREGON
TED STEVENS. ALASK A
LOWELL P. WEICKER. J*.. CONNECTICUT

ERNEST F. HOLLINGS. SOUTH CAROLINA JAM ES  A  McCLURE. IDAHO
LAW T O N  CHILES. FLORIDA
J  BENNETT JOH NSTO N . LO UISIANA
Q UENTIN  N  BURDICK. NORTH DAKOTA
PATRICK J. LEAHY. VERMONT
JIM  SASSER. TENNESSEE
OENNIS OfCONCINI. ARIZONA
DALE BUMPERS. AR K AN SAS
FRANK R LAUTENBERG. N EW  JERSEY
TOM  HARKIN. IO W A
BARBARA A  MIKULSKI. M ARYLAND
HARRY REID. NEVAD A

JAKE GARN. UTAH 
THAD COCHRAN. MISSISSIPPI 
ROBERT W  K A S T E N .J* .  W ISCO NSIN  
ALFO NSE M D 'AM ATO . N EW  YORK 
W ARREN RUDMAN. N EW  HAMPSHIRE 
ARLEN SPECTER. PENNSYLVANIA  
PETE V. DOMENICI. N EW  MEXICO 
CHARLES E GRASSLEY. IO W A 
DON NICKLES. OKLAHOMA

U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e

COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS 
W a s h in g t o n , D C  2 0 5 1 0 - 6 0 2 5

FRANCIS J  SULLIVAN. STAFF DIRECTOR 
J. KEITH KENNEDY. MINORITY STAFF DIRECTOR

M a y  19, 1987

The H o n o r a b l e  Fred F. Z h a r o f f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
P.O. Box V 
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  99P11

D e a r  Fred:

I w a n t  to s h a r e  w i t h  y o u  Lhe l a t e s t  l e t t e r  I h a v e  
r e c e i v e d  fr o m  C o l o n e l  G r e g o r y  c o n c e r n i n g  the s h o a l  in 
K o d i a k ' s  h a r b o r .

The C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  is a p p a r e n t l y  w i l l i n g  to go 
f o r w a r d  w i t h  a r e c o n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  of  t h e  s h o a l ' s  m o v e m e n t .  
H o w e v e r ,  a l o c a l  s p o n s o r  —  or the S t a t e  m u s t  r e q u e s t  the 
Corps' a s s i s t a n c e  b e f o r e  t h e y  can go f o r w a r d .  Th i s  is d u e  
to the r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  a n o n - f e d e r a l  s p o n s o r  s h a r e  in the 
c o s t s  of a f e a s i b l i t y  s t u d y  if the r e c o n a i s s a n c e  s t u d y  
i n d i c a t e s  one is w a r r a n t e d .

I h o p e  this i n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v e s  u s e f u l .

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s ,

i „ ,

E n c l o s u r e



D E P A R TM E N T OF TH E  A R M Y
U S .  A R M Y  E N G IN E E R  D IS T R IC T , A L A S K A  

P .O .B O X  8 9 8  
A N C H O R A ( i .  A L A S K A  9 9 8 0 6 - 0 8 9 8

Plan Formulation Section April 29, 1987

Honorable Ted Stevens 
United States Senate 
Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Stevens:

This will respond to your letter of April 9, 1987 concerning the 
formation of a shoal in St. Paul Harbor at Kodiak. This will also 
supplement my  letter to you of March 27, 1987.

The soundings done b y  the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA) in 1986 were compared with those done by  NOAA in 
1982. It appears that the shoal has grown slightly in that time 
period. To determine the shoal's long-term potential for growth or 
decline, it would be necessary to conduct a detailed investigation 
into the physical processes acting on the shoal.

The Corps of Engineers is not authorized to initiate such an 
investigation on its own motion. However, the Corps could evaluate 
this problem through a Section 107 navigation study under our 
continuing authorities if a local or State government sponsor requests 
our assistance. A  Reconnaissance Report could be prepared at Federal 
expense. If Federal participation in a project appears to be 
economically feasible, the non-Federal sponsor would be asked to share 
the cost of a feasibility study in accordance with the Water Resources 
Development Act of 1986.

A  copy of this letter is being sent to your Anchorage office.

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly. If further details are desired by your staff, 
contact can be made with Carl Borash of my  Plan Formulation Section at 
(907) 753-2632.

Sincerely,

Wilbur T. Gregory, Jr. \J 
Colonel, Corps of Engineers 
District Engineer
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Sen a t o r  F r e d  F. Z h a r o ff
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P. O . B O X  405, K O D IA K  A L A S K A  99615 (907) 486-5259
D U R IN G  S E S S IO N :
P. O . B O X  V, J U N E A U . A L A S K A  99811 • (907) 465-3473 • 465-3474 • 465-3844 (L o b o r a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m m e e >

DISTRICT N
A L A S K A  P E N I N S U L A  •  A L E U T I A N  C H A I N  •  B R I S T O L  B A Y  •  K O D I A K  I S L A N O  •  L A K E  C L A R K / L A K E  I L I A M N A  .  = R I B l L O F  I S L A N O S  •  S H U M A G I N  I S L A N D S

May 6,  1986

H o n o r a b le  F ra n k  H. Murkowski  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  
709 H a r t  B u i l d i n g  
W a sh in g to n ,  D.C.^ 2 0 5 1 9

Dear  S e n a to ^ ^ ^ ir t ! f ^ ? S ^ ^ ''

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  s o l v i n g  a  prob lem c h a t  
p o s e s  a p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  economy and commerce o f  Kodiak I s l a n d  
a n d ,  p o s s i b l e ,  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a ,

I t  h a s  been  b r o u g h t  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  a l a r g e  s h o a l  a p p a r e n t l y  
i s  f o rm in g  900 y a r d s  o f f  t h e  f a c e  o f  t h e  C i t y  o f  Kodiak dock  i n  S t .  Pau l  
H a r b o r .  The s h o a l  c o u l d  p o s e  a m a j o r  t h r e a t  t o  n a v i g a t i o n  by s e r i o u s l y  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  t u r n i n g  r a d i u s  i n  t h e  c h a n n e l .  From u n s c i e n t i f i c  and 
u n o f f i c i a l  s u r v e y s ,  i t s  d e p t h  appears ,  t o  be 25 f e e t  a t  low t i d e .  With 
t h e  c o n t a i n e r  s h i p s  now coming i n t o  Kodiak d r a w in g  be tw een  29 f e e t  and 
40 f e e t ,  you can  s e e  how s e r i o u s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  ha s  become. I f  a s h i p  
were  t o  s t r i k e  t h e  s h o a l ,  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  e n t r a n c e  t o  Kodiak h a r b o r  c o u ld  
be b l o c k e d .  Combined w i t h  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  p ro b le m s  o f  r a p i d l y  
c h a n g i n g  c r o s s - w i n d s  and  t i d a l  a c t i o n ,  t h i s  s h o a l  p o s e s  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  o c e a n  t r a f f i c  i n  and o u t  o f  t h e  P o r t  o f  K od iak .

I n  a d d i t i o n ,  Sea -Land  S e r v i c e ' ,  I n c . ,  i s  p l a n n i n g  to  up g rad e  i t s  
f l e e t  t o  v e s s e l s  o f  a  l a r g e r  s i z e ,  d r a w in g  40 f e e t .  V e s s e l s  o f  t h i s  
s i z e  w i l l  t r u l y  need  t h e  f l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o p e r  m ane uve r ing  to  u se  
Kodiak  as  one o f  t h e i r  p o r t s  o f  c a l l .

Kodiak  and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  co m m u n i t i e s  a r e  h e a v i l y  d e p e n d e n t  on s e a  
t r a n s p o r t i o n  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  s u p p l i e r  and f o r  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  
m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w o r t h  o f  s e a f o o d  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  
r e g i o n ' s  economy. T h i s  n a v i g a t i o n a l  h a z a r d  c o u l d  c a u s e  a m ajo r  
d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  f l o w  o f  o c e a n  t r a f f i c  r e s u l t i n g  i n  d e v a s t a t i o n  to  the  
l o c a l  economy.

We have v e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  s h o a l .  The s h o a l  i s  
n o t  shown on any o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g ,  and o u t d a t e d ,  n a u t i c a l  c h a r t s ,  which 
a t  b e s t  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 y e a r s  o l d .  The s h o a l ' s  s i z e ,  e x a c t  
l o c a t i o n ,  and r a t e  a t  w h ic h  i t  i s  g row ing  a r e  unknown. As a f i r s t  s t e p  
t o  s o l v i n g  t h i s  p r o b le m ,  we need  to  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  hew s e r i o u s  the  
s h o a l  i s  and how r a p i d l y  i t  i s  g ro w in g .

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  you to  e x p l o r e  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  
s u p p l e m e n t a l  f u n d in g  f o r  t h e  Army Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  of



h a v in g  one o f  t h e  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n ic  and A tm o s p h e r ic  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  
s u r v e y  v e s s e l s ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ' s  p l a n n e d  summer f i e l d  work ,  s t o p  i n t o  
S t .  P a u l  H a rb o r  and  s u r v e y  t h e  s h o a l .  The u n o f f i c i a l  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  
t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  l e s s  t h a n  5 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  P l e a s e  a d v i s e  w h e t h e r  t h i s  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  I  f e e l ,  a s  do o t h e r s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  
s e r i o u s  and w a r r a n t s  im m edia te  a c t i o n .

Thank you f o r  any  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  a d v i c e  you can  o f f e r .

E n c l o s u r e

c c :  G ove rno r  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d
C o l .  G r e g o r y ,  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  
John  Pugh,  Kodiak  c i t y  mayor  
Sam Gesko,  Kodiak  c i t y  manager  

• H.L.  S c h u y l e r ,  S e a - I a n d

S i n c e r e l y

Fred  F.  Z h a r o f f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a te



CHAIRMAN. COMM ITTEE ON 

VETER AN S ' AFFAIRS 

COMM ITTEE ON ENERGY AND  

NATUR AL RESOURCES

COMMITTEE O N  FOREIGN 

RELATIONS

SELECT COMM ITTEE 

O N  INDIAN AFFAIRS

SELECT COMM ITTEE 

O N  INTELLIGENCE

United States Senate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

J u n e  1 1 , 1 9 8 6

ANCHORAGE OFFICE:

701 C STREET. BOX 1 

(907) 271-3735

FAIRBANKS OFFICE:

101 127H AVENUE. BOX 7 

|907| <56-0233

JU N EAU  OFFICE: 

FEDERAL BUILDING. BOX 1647 

(907) 680-7400

OFFICE: 

(202)224-6665

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

P o u c h  V  ( M S  3 1 0 0 )

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  F r e d :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  m e  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s h o a l  f o r m i n g  i n  
S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r .

I r e c o g n i z e  t h e  t h r e a t  w h i c h  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  p o s e s  a n d  h a v e  

c o n t a c t e d  b o t h  t h e  U . S .  A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  

O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  f o r  t h e i r  a s s i s t a n c e .  I w i l l  

l e t  y o u  k n o w  w h e n  I r e c e i v e  f u r t h e r  w o r d  f r o m  t h e m .

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s ,

lincera&f',

/ f /

Frffirik^H. M u r k o w s k i  

Uftitea " o t a l N s  S e n a t o r



FRANK H. MURKOWSKI
ALA S K A

W ASH IN GTO N  OFFICE: 

(202) 224-6666

CHAIRMAN. COMM ITTEE O N  

VETER ANS ' AFFAIRS

COMMITTEE O N  ENERGY AN D  

NATURAL RESOURCES

COMMITTEE O N  FOREIGN 

RELATIONS

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON  INDIAN AFFAIRS

SELECT COMMITTEE 

ON INTELLIGENCE

United States Seriate
WASHINGTON, DC 20510

A u g u s t  14, 1 9 8 6

ANCH O RA j E OFFICE:

701 C STREET. BOX 1 

(907) 271-3735

FAIRBANKS OFFICE:

101 12TH AVENUE. BOX 7 

(907) 456-0233

JU N EAU  OFFICE: 

FEOERAL BUILDING. BOX 1047 

(907) 586-7400

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f  

P . O .  B o x  4 0 5  

K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 5

D e a r  F r e d :

E n c l o s e d  a r e  t h e  r e s p o n s e s  t h a t  I r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  U . S .

A r m y  C o r p s  o f  E n g i n e e r s  a n d  t h e  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  a n d  A t m o s p h e r i c  

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  s h o a l i n g  p r o b l e m  i n  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r .

I a m  p l e a s e d  t o  l e a r n  t h a t  N O A A  h a s  b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  K o d i a k  

o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  I h o p e  t h a t  t h e  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h e y  p r o v i d e d  is o f  

a s s i s t a n c e  t o  y o u .  P l e a s e  c o n t i n u e  t o  k e e p  m e  u p d a t e d  o n  y o u r  

f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h  t h e  C o r p s .

W i t h  b e s t  w i s h e s ,

United States Sen a t or

E n c l o s u r e s



Plan Formulation Section June 26, 1986

Honorable Frank Murkowski 
United States Senate 

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Senator Murkowski:

Based on your request dated June 11, 1986 and Senator Zharoff’s 
letter dated May 6, 1986, my staff has examined the shoaling problem 
to the west of Gull Island in Kodiak.

Contact with city officials, specifically with the harbormaster 
and the city engineer, revealed a developing problem n^ar the collar 
buoy adjacent to Gull Island. Apparently, this problem has recently 
become more pronounced. Potentially hazardous shoali.ig was 
evidently recognized in the 1970’s, when the U.S. Coast Guard placed 
the collar buoy on or near an obstruction.

Surveys and other site-specific data to define the specific 
geometry or physical character of the obstruction are needed.

The National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) has a 
survey vessel operating in the area this summer, and it is our 

understanding that NOAA has apparently just conducted a survey of 
the obstruction. We are currently confirming this information and 
will take appropriate action to evaluate the problem upon receipt of 
the survey data.

A copy of this letter is being sent to your Anchorage office.

If I can be of further assistance, please do not hesitate to 
contact me directly. If further details are desired by your staff, 

contact can be made with Mr. Carl E. Borash of my Plan Formulation 
Section at (907) 753-2620.

Sincerely,

s/Cclonel Wiibur T. Grogory, Jr.

Wilbur T. Gregory, Jr.

Colonel, Corps of Engineers
District Engineer



THE ADMINISTRATOR

H o n o r a b l e  F r a n k  H. M u r k o w s k i  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  S e n a t e  
h'ashington, D.C. 2 0 5 1 0

D e a r  S e n a t o r  M u r k o w s k i :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  r e p o r t s  of a s h o a l  f o r m i n g  in 
St. P a u l  H a r b o r .

The N O A A  S h i p  F A I R W E A T H E R  is p r e s e n t l y  a s s i g n e d  to a s u r v e y  
p r o j e c t  in t h e  S h e l i k o f  S t r a i t  a r e a  w i t h  p o r t  c a l l s  in Kodiak. 
D u r i n g  a r e c e n t  i n - p o r t  p e r iod, F A I R W E A T H E R  p e r s o n n e l  m e t  w i t h  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  the city, the p i l o t s ,  a n d  Sea L and, Inc., to 
s h o w  t h e m  a c o p y  of  a t h o r o u g h  h y d r o g r a p h i c  s u r v e y  of the h a r b o r  
c o m p l e t e d  in 1983 a n d  to d i s c u s s  the r e p o r t e d  s h o a l i n g  p roblem.

F o l l o w i n g  t h e  m e e t i n g ,  F A I R W E A T H E R  c o n d u c t e d  a v e r y  d e t a i l e d  
h y d r o g r a p h i c  s u r v e y  of the area of r e p o r t e d  s h o a l i n g .  The area 
in q u e s t i o n  is in f a c t  a shoal, b u t  th i s  n e w  s u r v e y  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  
the l e a s t  d e p t h  a n d  s i z e  of tne s h o a l  a r e  u n c h a n g e d  s i n c e  the 
b a s i c  s u r v e y  o f  1983. C o p i e s  of  b o t h  the 1983 s u r v e y  a n d  the n e w  
s u r v e y  w i l l  b e  a v a i l a b l e  to t h ose c o n c e r n e d  in K o d i a k .

S i n c e r e l y

/••;A n t h o n y  J. C a l i o



CHAIRMAN, COMM ITTEE ON 

VETERANS* AFFAIRS

COMM ITTEE O N  ENERGY AND 

N ATU R AL  RESOURCES "Enicefl States Senate

224-6806

ANCH ORAGE OFFICE:

701 C STREET. OOX 1 

(907) 271-3735

FAIRBANKS OFFICE:

COMM ITTEE O N  FOREIGN 

RELATIONS

SELECT COMM ITTEE 

O N  INDIAN AFFAIRS

SELEC T  COMM ITTEE 

O N  INTELLIGENCE

WASHINGTON, DC 20510

D e c e m b e r  15, 1 9 8 6

101 12TH AVEN U E . BOX 7 

(907) 450-0233

JU N E A U  OFFICE: 

FEDERAL BUILOING. BOX 1047 

(907) 680-7400

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  F. Z h a r o f f  

P . O .  B o x  4 0 5  

K o d i a k ,  A l a s k a  9 9 6 1 5

D e a r  F r e d :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r  

s h o a l .

S e a - L a n d ' s  W a s h i n g t o n  o f f i c e  h a s  i n f o r m e d  m e  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  

h i r e d  a  p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r  to p e r f o r m  c o r e  s a m p l i n g  t o  d e t e r m i n e  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  s h o a l ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t o  p r o v i d e  a n  e s t i m a t e  o f  t h e  

c o s t  o f  s h o a l  r e m o v a l .

W h e n  t h i s  i n f o r m a t i o n  is a v a i l a b l e  a n d  i f  y o u  f e e l  C o r p s  o f  

A r m y  E n g i n e e r s ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  i s  w a r r a n t e d ,  p l e a s e  c o n t a c t  m e  a n d  

I w i l l  b e  g l a d  t o  p u r s u e  f u n d i n g .



S en a to r  F r e d  F. Z h a r o ff
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

P. O . B O X  405, K O D IA K , A L A S K A  99615 (907) 486-5259
D U R IN G  S E S S IO N :
P  O . B O X  V. J U N E A U . A L A S K A  99811 * (907) 465-3473 • 465-3474 • 465-3844 (L a b o r a n d  C o m m e r c e  C o m m it t e e '

 ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------DISTRICT N --------- ------------ --------------- --- '
A L A S K A  P E N I N S U L A  •  A L E U T I A N  C H A I N  •  B R IS T O L  B A Y  •  K O D IA K  I S L A N D  •  L A K E  C L A R K  I L A K E  I L I A M N A  .  P H IO IL O F  I S L A N D S  •  S H U M A G I N  I S L A N D S

Dear Congres
y

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  in  s o l v i n g  a p rob lem  t h a t  
p o s e s  a  p o t e n t i a l  t h r e a t  t o  t h e  economy and commerce of  Kodiak I s l a n d  
a n d ,  p o s s i b l y ,  w e s t e r n  A l a s k a .

I t  h a s  been  b r o u g h t  t o  my a t t e n t i o n  t h a t  a l a r g e  s h o a l  a p p a r e n t l y  
i s  f o r m in g  900 y a r d s  o f f  t h e  f a c e  o f  the  C i t y  o f  Kodiak dock i n  S t .  P a u l  
H a r b o r .  The s h o a l  c o u ld  pose  a m a jo r  t h r e a t  t o  n a v i g a t i o n  by s e r i o u s l y  
r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  t u r n i n g  r a d i u s  i n  t h e  c h a n n e l .  From u n s c i e n t i f i c  and 
u n o f f i c i a l  s u r v e y s ,  i t s  d e p t h  a p p e a r s  to  be 25 f e e t  a t  low t i d e .  With 
t h e  c o n t a i n e r  s h i p s  now coming i n t o  Kodiak  d ra w in g  be tw een  29 f e e t  and 
40 f e e t ,  you can s e e  how s e r i o u s  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  h a s  become. I f  a s h i p  
we re  t o  s t r i k e  the  s h o a l ,  t h e  s o u t h w e s t  e n t r a n c e  to  Kodiak h a r b o r  c o u ld  
be b l o c k e d .  Combined w i t h  t h e  a l r e a d y  e x i s t i n g  p rob lem s  o f  r a p i d l y  
c h a n g in g  c r o s s - w i n d s  and t i d a l  a c t i o n ,  t h i s  s h o a l  p o s e s  a s e r i o u s  t h r e a t  
t o  t h e  oce  .n t r a f f i c  i n  and  ou t  o f  t h e  P o r t  o f  K odiak .

In  a d d i t i o n ,  Sea-L and S e rv ic e ' ,  I n c . ,  i s  p l a n n i n g  to  upg rad e  i t s  
f l e e t  t o  v e s s e l s  o f  a  l a r g e r  s i z e ,  d r aw ing  40 f e e t .  V e s s e l s  o f  t h i s  
s i z e  w i l l  t r u l y  need  th e  f l e x i b i l i t y  f o r  p r o p e r  m aneuve r ing  to  u s e  
Kodiak  a s  one o f  t h e i r  p o r t s  o f  c a l l .

Kodiak  and t h e  s u r r o u n d i n g  com m un i t i e s  a r e  h e a v i l y  d e p e n d e n t  on s e a  
t r a n s p o r t i o n  f o r  t h e  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f  s u p p l i e s  and f o r  t h e  e x p o r t  o f  
m i l l i o n s  o f  d o l l a r s  w o r th  o f  s e a f o o d  p r o d u c t s ,  t h e  m a i n s t a y  o f  t h e  
r e g i o n ' s  economy. T h i s  n a v i g a t i o n a l  h a z a r d  c o u l d  c a u s e  a m ajo r
d i s r u p t i o n  i n  t h e  f l o w  o f  ocean  t r a f f i c  r e s u l t i n g  ir. d e v a s t a t i o n  t o  t h e
l o c a l  economy.

We have  v e r y  l i t t l e  i n f o r m a t i o n  r e g a r d i n g  t h i s  s h o a l .  The s h o a l  i s  
no t  shown on any  o f  t h e  e x i s t i n g ,  and o u t d a t e d ,  n a u t i c a l  c h a r t s ,  which 
a t  b e s t  a r e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  10 y e a r s  o l d .  The s h o a l ' s  s i z e ,  e x a c t  
l o c a t i o n ,  and r a t e  a t  which i t  i s  growing a r e  unknown. As a f i r s t  s t e p  
to  s o l v i n g  t h i s  p r o b le m ,  we need to  f i n d  o u t  e x a c t l y  how s e r i o u s  t h e
s h o a l  i s  and how r a p i d l y  i t  i s  g r o w ing .

I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  you t o  e x p l o r e  the  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  o b t a i n i n g  
s u p p l e m e n t a l  f u n d in g  f o r  t h e  Army Corps o f  E n g i n e e r s  w i t h  t h e  i n t e n t  o f

May 6 ,  1986

H o n o r a b le  Donald E. Young 
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  House o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  
2331 Rayburn  House O f f i c e  B u i l d i n g  
W a sh in g to n ,  D.C.  20515



h a v i n g  one o f  t h e  the  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n ic  and A tm osphe r ic  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ' s  
s u r v e y  v e s s e l s ,  d u r i n g  t h i s  y e a r ' s  p l a n n e d  summer f i e l d  work,  s t o p  i n t o  
S t .  P a u l  H a r b o r  and s u r v e y  t h e  s h o a l .  The u n o f f i c i a l  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  
t h i s  s u r v e y  i s  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 .  P l e a s e  a d v i s e  w h e t h e r  t h i s  
a p p r o p r i a t i o n  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .  I  f e e l ,  as  do o t h e r s ,  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  i s  
s e r i o u s  and w a r r a n t s  im m ed ia te  a c t i o n .

Thank you for any assistance or advice you can offer.

S i n c e r e l y ,

F red  F. Z h a r o f f  
A la s k a  S t a t e  Se na te

E n c l o s u r e

c c :  G o v e r n o r  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d
C o l .  G r e g o r y ,  Corps  o f  E n g i n e e r s  
J o h n  Pugh,  Kodiak  c i t y  mayor  
Sam Gesko,  Kodiak  c i t y  manage r  

• H .L .  S c h u y l e r ,  Sea-Land



DON YOUNG
Congressman  fo r  All Alaska

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
2331 Rayburn Building 

Te lephone 202/225-57G5

COMMITTEES:
INTERIOR AND INSULAR 

AFFAIRS
MERCHANT MARINE AND 

FISHERIES
POST OFFICE AND 

CIVIL SERVICE

dfcngrwe of %  Iniiefc
B m w e  c£ SteprEsottatftttB 

i&aBJjtagton, i.C. 20515

J u n e  13, 1986

701 C S treet, Box 3 
Anchorage, Alaska 99513 
Telephone 907/271-5978
Box 10, 101 12th  Avenue 
Fairbanks. A laska 99701 
Te lephone 907/456-0210

401 F eoeral B uilding 
P .O . Box 1247 

J uneau, Alaska 99802  
Telephone 907/586-7400

501 F ederal Building 
Ketchikan. Alaska 99902  
Telephone 907/225-6880

R t. 1 , Box 1605 
K fnai, A laska 99611

Box 177 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615

P .O . Box 1860 
Nome, Alaska 9 9 7 6 2

DISTRICT OFFICES

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  Fred Z h a r o f f  
P.O. B o x  405 
K o d i a k ,  AK 99615

D e a r  Fred:

T h a n k  y o u  for y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  the ne e d  for a d d i t i o n a l  
s u r v e y s  of K o d i a k  H a r b o r .  I a p p r e c i a t e d  h e a r i n g  f r o m  you.

I have b e e n  i n f o r m e d  b y  the N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  and A t m o s p h e r i c
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  (NOAA) that a s u r v e y  d o n e  in 1983 w i l l  be u p d a t e d  
in the near future. R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  of N O A A  w i l l  be v i s i t i n g  
K o d i a k  in J u n e  or  J u l y  to m e e t  w i t h  the h a r b o r m a s t e r  and see w h a t  
w o r k  needs to be done. T h e  w o r k  w i l l  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  u s ing 
e x i s t i n g  funds and f a c i l i t i e s  and w i l l  not r e q u i r e  a d d i t i o n a l  
f u n d i n g  s u p p o r t  by the C o n g r e s s .

If I can be of a n y  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  in the f u t u r e ,  p l e a s e  do
not h e s i t a c e  to let m e  know.

DON YQjONCy 
C o n g r e s s m a n  / o n f a l l  A l a s k a

D Y : rmm



• DON. YOUNG
Co ng ressm a n  fo r  Au . Alaska

WASHINGTON OFFICE 
2331 Rayburn Builo inq 

Te lephone 202 /225 -5765

COMMITTEES:
INTERIOR AND INSULAR 

AFFAIRS
MERCHANT MARINE AND 

FISHERIES
POST OFFICE AND 

CIVIL SERVICE

i
■p., ... V:.-.

( E n t i g r e s s  o f  tlje alntteii

of S^ijrEaattatniBfl
Stasijingtim. B.Ctt. 20515

N o v e m b e r  26, 1986

701 C S treet . Box 3 
Anchorage. Alaska 99513 
Telephone 907/271-5978
Box 10, 101 12th  Avenue 
Fairbanks. A laska  99701 
Telephone 907/456-0210

401 Federal Building 
P.O . Box 1247  

J uneau. Alaska 99802  
Telephone 907/586-7400

501 Federal Building 
Ketchikan . Alaska 99902  
Telephone 907/225-6880

Rt. 1 , Box 1605 
Kenai, A laska  99611

Box 177 
Kodiak, Alaska 99 615

P.O. Box 1860 
Nome. Alaska 99762

DISTRICT OFFICES

H o n o r a b l e  F r e d  Z h a r o f f  
A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e  
B o x  405
K o d i a k ,  A K  99615 

D e a r  S e n a t o r  Zharoff:

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  
the s h o a l  in K o d i a k  harb o r .  I h o p e  t h a t  the f o l l o w i n g  w i l l  
be o f  i n t e r e s t  to you.

S e a - l a n d  S e r v i c e s ,  Inc., h a s  r e t a i n e d  a p r i v a t e  c o n t r a c t o r  
to c o n d u c t  t e s t  d r i l l i n g  o n  the s h o a l  to d e t e r m i n e  size 
a n d  c o m p o s i t i o n .  A f t e r  the w o r k  is c o m p l e t e d ,  the c o n t r a c t o r  
w i l l  p r o v i d e  a n  e s t i m a t e  to S e a - l a n d  as to  the c o s t  of 
r e m o v i n g  the shoal. If the c o s t  is n o t  e x c e s s i v e ,  S e a - l a n d  
i n t e n d s  to  p a y  for r e m o v a l  itse l f .  O t h e r w i s e ,  s o m e  S t a t e  
o r  f e d e r a l  f u n d i n g  m a y  b e  n e c e s s a r y .

B e c a u s e  the w o r k  h a s  n o t  y e t  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d ,  I s u g g e s t  
t h a t  we  w a i t  for t h e  c o s t  d e t e r m i n a t i o n s  b e f o r e  a t t e m p t i n g  
to o b t a i n  s c a r c e  S t a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  d o l l a r s .  If o u t s i d e  
f u n d i n g  is n e e d e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  I c a n  a s s u r e  y o u  t h a t  I w i l l  
do w h a t  I c a n  to assist.

If I c a n  p r o v i d e  a n y  o t h e r  h e l p  in the m e a n t i m e ,  p l e a s e  
let m e  know.

S i n c e r e l y ,

DO N  Y O ^ N G  /  
C o n g r e s s m a n  f o r  a M  A l a s k a

D Y :r h m
/



7
S e p t .12,1983

Mr . D . Vene t iou 
V e s s e l  O p e r a t i o n s  

P . O . B o x  3045 
S e a t t l e , W a s h . 98114

Dear M r . V e n e t i o u ,

On S e p t . 9 , 1 9 8 3  I t o o k  a series of s o u n d i n g s  in the ha r b o r  
at K o d i a k , A k .  u s i n g  the tug K o d i a k  King. The K i n g  has two o p e r a b l e  
f a t h o m e t e r s ,bo t h  d i g i t a l  r e a d o u t .  The r e c o r d i n g  f a t h o m e t e r  was 
not o p e r a t i o n a l .S o u n d i n g s  at the dock i n d i c a t e d  that there was 
a p p r o x i m a t e l y  one m o r e  foot of w a t e r  than i n d i c a t e d  on the f a t h o m e t e r .  
R e a d i n g s  at the s u r v e y  a r e a  were taken f r o m  f i f t e e n  m i n u t e s  
b e f o r e  to tw e n t y  five m i n u t e s  a fter a h i g h  w a t e r  of 9.4 feet.We 
a s s u m e d  the tide t a ble f i g u r e  to be c o r r e c t  and c o n s t a n t  du r i n g  
this p e r i o d  and that the p o s i t i o n  of the b u o y s  as i n d i c a t e d  on 
the chart was c o r r e c t . T h e  c h art used for r e f e r e n c e  was the final 
c o m p u t e r  d r a f t e d  N O A A  S u r v e y  chart c o m p l e t e d  in 1982.

The tug went b e t w e e n  the two buoys a l o n g  the n o r m a l  ship's 
c o u r s e ( 0 1 3 - 1 9 3 )  ,once d i r e c t l y  in the c e n t e r  of the c h a n n e l  and 
once each on e i t h e r  si d e  of mid c h a n n e l .  A l s o  we s t e a m e d  a l ong a
line b e t w e e n  the two b u o y s  and once on ea c h  si d e  of such an
i m a g i n a r y  line. The f i n a l  ar e a  c h e c k e d  was a 360 d e g r e e  turn
a r o u n d  b u o y  If7 at a t r a n s d u c e r  d i s t a n c e  of a b o u t  25 f e e t . N o  e x a c t  •
p o s i t i o n s  we r e  t a ken as time and e q u i p m e n t  did not a l l o w  for 
such a c c u r a c y .  The f a t h o m e  ter was o b s e r v e d  v i s u a l l y ( r e a d i n g  in 
feet and te n t h s  a bout once per s e c o n d ) , t h e  tug's p o s i t i o n  was 
e s t i m a t e d  by eye, and the d e p t h  and p o s i t i o n  o b s e r v e d  was c o m p a r e d  
w i t h  the N O A A  c h art d i r e c t l y  in front of m e . A l s o  the n u m b e r s  
b e i n g  f l a s h e d  were m e n t a l l y  a v e r a g e d  and the c o r r e c t i o n  to zero 
d a t u m  a p p l i e d .T h e r e  w e r e  n u m e r o u s  r a n d o m  n u m b e r s  f l a s h e d  w h e n e v e r  we 
e n c o u n t e r e d  any s w i r l i n g  c u r r e n t  or air b u b b l e s  from our p r e v i o u s l y  
m a d e  wake w h i c h  w e r e  d i s c o u n t e d .

The p u r p o s e  of this e x e r c i s e  as I u n d e r s t a n d  it was to i n v e s t i g a t e  
the r e p o r t e d  e x i s t s n e e  of a 31.5 foot spot in the m i d d l e  of the 
c h a n n e l . T h i s  was invest i g a t e d ^  b r i e f l y  by C a p t . C o l l a r  and m y s e l f  when 
it was first r e p o r t e d V a n d i’v'we'-'found the c h a r t e d  d e p t h  to be c o r r e c t . .  
A g a i n , n o  such d e p t h s  w e r e  f o u n d . W e r e  I to d r a w  a chart wi t h  ciepths 
a l o n g  our m i d c h a n n e l  c o u r s e  and s o m e w h a t  to e a c h  s i d e , i t  w o uld 
s h o w  that there was 36 feet w h e n  a b e a m  bu o y  s e v e n , 37 feet a b e a m  buoy 
six and 35 feet m i d w a y  b e t w e e n  th e m  a l ong our c o u r s e .  The s o u n d i n g s  
a r o u n d  Buoy If 7 w o u l d  re a d  33 feet in the N W  q u a d r a n t  and 34 feet 
in all o t h e r  q u a d r a n t s .T h e  4^ f a t h o m  spot on our n a v i g a t i o n  chart 
did not a p p e a r  and is not i n d i c a t e d  on the N O A A  chart.

W h e n  p a s s i n g  t h r o u g h  buoys 6-7 on the P o r t l a n d  a r r i v i n g  and 
d e p a r t i n g , t h e  f a t h o m e t e r  was c o n s t a n t l y  m o n i t o r e d .(The a c c u r a c y  
of this f a t h o m e t e r  has not b e e n  c h e c k e d . )  A d i f f e r e n t  m e t h o d  
of d e t e r m i n g  a c t u a l  d e p t h  was used in each case but both times, 
the d e p t h  of the w a t e r ,r e d u c e d  to chart d a t u m , w a s  33^ feet. age*

F i n a l l y ,  as to the a c c u r a c y  of my s u r v e y  f r o m  the K i n g , I  w o u l d  
e s t i m a t e  that an a l l o w a n c e  of p l u s / m i n u s  one foot s h o u l d  be 
a p p l i e d  due to the m a n y  i n s t a n c e s  of r o u n d i n g  o f f  i n d i c a t e d . I  am 
c o n f i d e n t  that there is no w a t e r  in the v i c i n i t y  of mid c h a nnel 

less than 34 feet at c h a r t  datum.

H I



The N O A A  s u r v e y  c h art is a t t a c h e d  to this report. I found 
no w a t e r  less than that i n d i c a t e d  and no cause to d i s p u t e  any 
of their f i n d i n g s .  I am in d o ubt now about the e x i s t e n c e  of the 
4-k f a t h o m  spot NW  of b u o y  //7 and w h e t h e y 6 u o y  //6 is r e a l l y  in the 
b e s t  p o s i t i o n  for the safe n a v i g a t i o n  of deep w a t e r  v e s s e l s . I  
h o p e  you find the i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  in this report to be 
of some use.

SS P o r t l a n d

cc :File
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March 26, 1986

Honorable Fred Zharoff 
Alaska State Senator 
Room 121, Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99811

Dear Senator:

In July 1985, we wrote a letter to Mr. Boar^man, Chief,
Army Corps of Engineers, Alaska District with copy to 
Commissioner Knapp, Transportation and Public Facilities 
for the State of Alaska, relative to this hazard to 
navigation. In August 1985, we received an answer back 
from a Harlan E. Moore, Chief, Engineer Division, Corps 
of Engineers, Alaska Division.

The answer we received was certainly not pertinent to 
the problem. His statement referred to the collapse of 
the crab fishery and to the downtrend in shipping as reasons 
for discontinuing their study. Of course there are peaks 
and valleys in commerce in every port in the world, but 
Kodiak has come back very well and salmon is still a 
big item, as well as the developing bottom fishery. Sea- 
Larid as well as other vessels are using this port and are 
working with Kodiak industry in developing more trade, 
domestic as well as export.

i,.-Fred, the Governor should ask for a NOAA survey of the 
shoal, to be done in the summer or fall of 1986, and 
thus track the growth as it occurs. The Port of Kodiak 
is a difficult port to maneuver in and out cf with the 
various cross-winds and tidal actions, which change very 
rapidly. I think yuu can relate to this because of 
your own fishing experiences. We think that with political 
pressure in Washington D.C., a supplemental appropriation 
could be granted to the Corps of Engineers to have NOAA 
survey this shoal at the beginning or end of their 
summer work.

' '-Vr v .--j v. \* ■ .Viin.sv M S i"!.)'-:: .1



Kodiak will increase in volume for seafood, since it is the 
hub for that area in domestic shipments as well as export. 
Container ships are being built larger these days in order 
to compete economically and the seafood industry relies 
on fast, economical transportation.

Please feel free to call on me for any additional needed 
information. Best regards.

Sincerely,

HLS/lc

Attach.



D E P A R T M E N T  O F  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  A N D  PUBLIC FACILITIES t
OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER ' 

J u n e  9, 1986

BILL SHEFFIELD, GOVERNOR

P O U C H  Z
J U N E A U .  A L A S K A  99811

B a t h y m e t r i c  M a p p i n g  G r o u p  
N a t i o n a l  O c e a n  S e r v i c e
N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  and A t m o s p h e r i c  A s s o c i a t i o n  
R o c k v i l l e ,  M a r y l a n d  2 0 852

D e a r  Sirs:

T h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  and Pu b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  has r e c e i v e d  a c o p y  of c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  f r o m  A l a s k a  
S t a t e  S e n a t o r  Fred Z h a r o f f  r e q u e s t i n g  N a t i o n a l  O c e a n i c  and A t m o­
s p h e r i c  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  ( N O A A ) a s s i s t a n c e  in d r a g g i n g  a "shoal" 
f o r m a t i o n  in K o d i a k ' s  St. P a u l  H a r b o r .  W o  are i n c l u d i n g  a c o p y  
of the l e t t e r  and e n c l o s u r e s  for y o u r  i n f o r m a t i o n .

A n y  a s s i s t a n c e  that c o uld be o f f e r e d  to the C i t y  of K o d i a k  in the 
i d e n t i f y i n g  the u n d e r w a t e r  f o r m a t i o n ' s  o r i g i n  and d e v e l o p m e n t  
w o u l d  be a p p r e c i a t e d .

cc: T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B i l l  S h e f f i e l d ,  G o v e r n o r ,  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  
W i l l i a m  R. Sn e l l ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,  C e n t r a l  R e g i o n

2SA.T1LH



November 26, 1986

Honorable Fred F. Zharoff 

Alaska State Senator 

P. 0. Box 405 
Kodiak, Alaska 99615

Dear Senator:

Thank you for getting the process started on the Shoal 
problem in St. Paul Harbor at Kodiak. Let's hope that 

they only find silt and no boulders or rocks under the 
silt; as you can appreciate, it would be faster and 

less costly to remove.

For your personal information, we asked the contractor 
who is now doing work in Kodiak to drive three test 

piles into the Shoal in order to get more information 

as well as to give an estimate on removal. This figure, 
of course, will vary somewhat from a Corps figure; 
however, it will give us a "ball park" approach.

Thanks again.

Sincerely, .

-. < /  /

HLS/jc
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POUCHY. STATE CAPirCX 
JUNEAU, At ASKA 998' I 

907.46S-3800

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
L E G I S L A T I V E  R E F E R E N C E  LIBRARY

May, 1988

Copies of m i nutes liste d b e l o w  were o r i g i n a l l y  included 
in this file. The m i n u t e s  are ava ilable o n  the STAIRS 
databas e CMPR. In order t«.. save, space copies of minutes 
have not b e e n  left in t h e  files.

M a r y  Van Nimwegen

11. I RAMS. 3 ^ 0 - 2  /V50f>. *A.



(7)

D a t e  r e f e r r e d :  3 / 3 0 / 8 7 F U R T H E R  REFER R A L S :

*■ ■»

T h e  .Transportation

DATE:.

C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d

March 30, 1988

S J R  27

U r g i n g  t h e  U n i t e d  State s A r m y  C o r p s  of E n g i n e e r s  to d r e d g e  t h e  shoal 
d e v e l o p i n g  in St. Paul Harbor, Kodiak.

HECOHMgjPg:

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  __________

[ ] a t t a c h e d  amendment(s)

ADOPTS:

[Y
[

[

[ ]

d o  p a s s  

d o  n o t  pass 

n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  to the

l e t t e r  of intent

[ ] t h e  s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] a n e w  t i t l e

C o m m ittee

ATTACHES HEW F I S C A L  NOTE(s) : 

[ ] f iscal impact

[ ] zer o fiscal n o t e

[ ] zero w i t h  a n a l y s i s

SIGMXHG DO PASS:

] same as p r e v i o u s  fiscal note 

p u b l i s h e d  ________________________

[ V ]  same as p r e v i o u s  zero fiscal 

note p u b l i s h e d  3 ^  iK 'T  
SIGMXHG OTHER RECOgMKHDATXOHS:

2

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n a t u r e



COMMITTEE:
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

DATE: March 30, 1988

Official Buaineo* SIGN-IN

Subject of meeting:
SJR 27: Urging the U.S. Army Corps of  Engineers to

dredge the shoal developing in St. Paul 
Harbor, Kodiak.

SJR 68: Relating to Radioluminescent Runway Lights.

HB 544: "An Act relating to civil liability for

Voluntary Aircraft Inspection Programs."

f u n

* indicates first public hearing

I
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