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HB 213: "An Act relating to allocation of federal-aid
highway funds; and providing for an effective 
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F in a n c e  
R eso urces  

B u d o e t  a n d  A u d it

S e n a t o r  J im  D u n c a n

P.O. Box V J u n e a u .  A l a s k a 99811

(907) 465-4766

M E M O R A N D U M

DATE: April 6, 1987

TO:

FROM:

Representative Bette Cato 
Chairman
House'sQommi ttee on Transportation

S e n a S ^ ^ ^ D u n c an

RE: SJR 18, AlCan Highway Commemorative Stamp

I respectfully request a hearing for this bill at your earliest 
convenience. I am forwarding information to be used as backup 
for this legislation.

The 50th Anniversary of the construction of the Alaska Highway, 
referred to as the A1aska-Canada Highway, or the AlCan Highway, 
is in the year 1992. It has been requested by Philatelic groups, 
both in Alaska and Canada, that a commemorative stamp be issued 
in honor of the event. I have included correspondence as backup 
to the resolution.

Because of the requirement to submit a special request stamp 
issuance 36-months in advance, by the U.S Postal Service Citizens 
Stamp Advisory Committee in Washington, D.C., it is recommended 
that the process be initiated right away. Through this 
resolution, the Alaska Legislature will go on record as endorsing 
this action.

D istrict C



Senate Advisory Council RO. Box V 
State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska 99811 
Phone: (907) 465-3114

MEMORANDUM

TO: Senator J. Duncan 
Alaska State Legislature

ATTN: Ron Whitcraft

FROM: Lee Ann Lucas 

Researcher

DATE: March 20, 1987

RE: Construction of the AlCan Highway 
Request #87-001182

Attached is the information you requested on who constructed the 

AlCan Highway.

Initial construction of the AlCan Highway was completed by the 
U.S. Army. The units involved are listed below with their current 
status. If they are still active, I also gave an address to contact 
them.

ACTIVE
35th Engineer Battalion (originally 35th Combat Engineer Regiment)

Address: Commander
35th Engineer Battalion
Ft. Leonard Wood, Missouri 65473

76th Engineer Battalion (originally 340th General Services Regiment)

Address: Commander
76th Engineer Battalion 

Ft. Drum, New York 13602

73rd Engineer Company (originally 73rd Light Ponton Company)

Address: Commander
73rd Engineer Company

Ft. Lewis, Washington 98433

Company D, 29th Engineer Topographic Battalion

Address: Commander
29th Engineer Topographic Battalion 
Ft. Shatter, Hawaii 96858



INACTIVE

18th Engineer Battalion (originally 18th Combat Engineer Regiment)
93rd, 95th, and 97th Army Engineer Regiments

77th Engineer Battalion (originally 341st General Services Regiment)
74th Light Ponton Company 

133rd and 134th Quartermaster Truck Company 
140th and;141st Quartermaster Truck Company 
428th Engineer Heavy Dump Truck Company 

' Company A, 648th Engineer Topographic Battalion

Later the AlCan was improved to a year-round road with wider roadbeds.and 
permanent bridges built by the U.S. Public Roads Administration.

My contact person for the above information was Doris Thomas in Public 
Affairs at Ft. Richardson in Anchorage. Her phone number is 862-9298.

If you have any further questions, please don't hesitate to call us.

JTS:jts 

Attachment

-2-
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A  P i c t o r i a l  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y

b y  s t a n  c o h e n



northwest. A n o t h e r  access point w a s  through 

S k a g w a y ,  Alaska. \
T h e  road, w h e n  completed, traversed over 

1 4 0 0  miles, f r o m  D a w s o n  C r e e k  to its junction 

wi t h  the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  at Delta Junction, 

Alaska.

j I N I T I A L  C O N S T R U C T I O N

T h e  b o m b i n g  of Pearl H a r b o r  o n  D e c e m b e r  

7, 1941 w a s  to p r o d u c e  o n e  of the great 

engineering feats of the century. T h e  w e s t  coast 

< of the United States a n d  C a n a d a  a n d  all of 

A l a s k a  lay o p e n  to a possible J a p a n e s e  invasion 

a n d  the defense of the a r e a  w a s  of p a r a m o u n t  

i m p o r t a n c e  in the early d a y s  of the w a r .

T h e  attack h a d  p r o m p t e d  Pres i d e n t  

Roosevelt to f o r m  the Special Cabinet C o m m i t t e e  

to study the p r o b l e m s  of building a  r o a d  to 

A l a s k a  through C a n a d a .  Brigadier G e n e r a l  C.L. 

Sturdevant, the Assistant Chief of the United 

States A r m y  C o r p s  of Engineers w a s  detailed to 

put together plans for the r o a d’s actual c o n­

struction at the earliest possible time. T h e r e
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w a s  opposition to building the r o a d  e v e n  after 

Pearl H a r b o r .  T h e  n a v y  thought it could k e e p  the 

sea lanes free of e n e m y  intrusions a n d  the a r m y  

questioned the u s e  of badly n e e d e d  supplies a n d  

soldiers o n  s u c h  a  large scale project. B u t  the 

pressing n e e d  for a quick decision to get m e n  

a n d  supplies to the a r e a  while the g r o u n d  w a s  

still frozen p r o m p t e d  action. After m u c h  haggl­

ing over w h i c h  route to follow, a decision w a s  

m a d e  o n  F e b r u a r y  2, 1 9 4 2  to follhw R o u t e  C  or 

the Prairie Route. O n  F e b r u a r y  14 a directive 

w a s  issued for actual w o r k  to begin. . £

T h e  pla n  w a s  to start a r o a d  f r o m  the e n d  of 

the railroad at D a w s o n  Creek, British Columbia, 

cutting a pioneer ro a d  suitable only for military ' f , 

traffic to W h i t e h o r s e  a n d  terminating at Fair­

banks, Alaska. It w a s  to b e  built as fast as §

possible. Later it w a s  to b e  fob w e d  u p  as a  year

a r o u n d  r o a d  with w i d e r  r o a d b e d s  a n d  p e r m a -  f

nent bridges built b y  the United States Public ~
R o a d s  Administration (PRA). . .

A r r a n g e m e n t s  h a d  to b e  m a d e  with, the §

C a n a d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t ,  as m o s t  of the r o a d  

w o u l d  b e  built t h r ough British C o l u m b i a  a n d  the
c.
I

r,-
g
c



Governor Ernest Gruening o f  A laska, second f r o m  le f t ,  v is ited the Public Hoads Adm in is t ra t ion  camp in 
W h i te h o r s e  in O c tobe r ,  1942. On the le f t  is B r ig a d ie r  G e n e ra l  fam es  J. O 'Conne r , Commanding G ene ra l 
o f  the h ig hw ay  cons t ruc t ion . T h i rd  f r o m  le f t  is C o lone l John Wheeler, in ch a rg e  o f  the a c tu a l construc­
tion and to his right is Co lone l K. Bush, Ch ie f o f  S ta f f . NA



Y u k o n  Territory, using A m e r i c a n  troops a n d  

equipment. T h e  C a n a d i a n s  a g r e e d  to furnish the 

right of w a y ;  to w a i v e  import duties, sales taxes, 

i n c o m e  taxes a n d  immigration regulations, a n d  

to permit the taking of timber, gravel a n d  rock 

f r o m  c r o w n l a n d s  along the route. T h e  

A m e r i c a n s  a g r e e d  to p a y  for the construction 

a n d  to turn over the C a n a d i a n  portion of the 

road to the C a n a d i a n  g o v e r n m e n t  six m o n t h s  

after the w a r  ended.

T h e  initial c o m m a n d  of the construction 

project w a s  in the h a n d s  of G e n e r a l  W i l l i a m  M .  

Hoge, w h o  tried to control the entire length of 

the route. H e  set u p  a southern sector h e a d ­

quarters at Ft. St. John a n d  a northern sector 

h e a d q u a r t e r s  at Whitehorse. This a r r a n g e m e n t  

did not w o r k  d u e  to the scope of the project a n d  

in June G e n e r a l  H o g e  a s s u m e d  c o m m a n d  of the 

northern sector. Colonel J a m e s  A. O ’C o n n e r  took 

over the s o u t h e r n  sector. O'C o n n e r ,  a 1 9 0 7  W e s t  

Point g r a d u a t e  w a s  the engineer in c h a r g e  of 

tunneling Corregidor's fortress in M a n i l a  h a r­

bor. D u e  to a lack of control, over the entire p r o­

ject a n d  to supply problems, a N o r t h w e s t  S e r­
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vice C o m m a n d  w a s  established in S e p t e m b e r ,  f 

1 9 4 2  in W h i t e h o r s e  with O ’Conner, n o w  a 

general, in charge. T h e  C o m m a n d  w a s  in c h a r g e  

of all U.S. A r m y  activities along the h i g h w a y  a n d  

in that part of C a n a d a .

B y  the first w e e k  of’February, the President 

h a d  authorized the a r m y  to p r o c e e d  with all 

haste to begin construction of the road. It w a s  in­

itially n a m e d  the A l c a n  H i g h w a y .  E m e r g e n c y  

funds w e r e  allocated a n d  orders w e r e  issued to 

a r m y  troops to. p r o c e e d  to the e n d  of rail at 

D a w s o n  Crock. O n  M a r c h  2, 1 9 4 2  the first train 

carrying troops arrived at ihe town.

T h e r e  w e r e  f e w  .reliable m a p s  of the p r o­

po s e d  route a n d  only a f e w  trails cut b y  the local 

trappers a n d  prospectors. T h e r e  w a s  a  winter 

trail f r o m  D a w s o n  C r e e k  to Ft. N e l s o n  a n d  a 

w a g o n  r o a d  f r o m  W h i t e h o r s e  n o r t h w e s t  to 

K l u a n e  Lake, but not m u c h  more.

T h e  35th C o m b a t  Engineers w e r e  o r d e r e d  

to p r o c e e d  to D a w s o n  C r e e k  a n d  then to Ft. 

N e l s o n  to begin location w o r k  in the spring. T h e  

340th G e n eral Service R e g i m e n t  w e n t  to 

W h i t e h o r s e  a n d  w a s  to build the r o a d  south. T h e





341st G e n e r a l  Service R e g i m e n t  w a s  stationed 

at Ft. St. John a n d  w a s  to build the ro a d  to Ft. 

Nelson. T h e  18th C o m b a t  Engineer R e g i m e n t  

w o n t  to S k a g w a y  a n d  traveled the railroad to 

W h i t e h o r s e  to build the r o a d  n o r t h w e s t  t o w a r d  

Alaska.

T h o s e  four regiments w e r e  thus poised in 

the spring of 1 9 4 2  for the great construction job 

ahead. T w e l v e  h u n d r e d  miles of road in C a n a d a  

a n d  over 2 0 0  miles in A l a s k a  w e r e  to be cut 

through as quickly as possible. W i t h  the addition 

of three m o r e  a r m y  regiments, the 93rd, 95th 

a n d  97th —  all of w h i c h  w e r e  c o m p o s e d  of black 

troops with white officers —  the total strength 

of troops for the construction job in 1 9 4 2  w a s  

over 11,000. T h e  P R A  also provided location 

c r e w s  a n d  private contractors during this 

period.

D a w s o n  C r e e k  in early M a r c h  w a s  s w a r m ­

ing with troops starting u p  the " r o a d” to Ft. St. 

John a n d  Ft. Nelson. T h e  r o a d  w a s  to follow the 

winter trail f r o m  Ft. St. John past Charlie L a k e  

through thick forests a n d  along ridgetops on the 

eastern slopes of the R o c k y  M o u n tains, crossing
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several large rivers a n d  continuing to Ft. . 

Nelson.
Local trappers, Indians a n d  prospectors 

w o r e  pressed into service to help locate the w a y ,  

although their suggestions for possible routes 

w e r e  not a l w a y s  the m o s t  appropriate for a ?: 

motorized h i g h w a y .  Local packers, with their ■ 

m u l e  t e a m s  w e r e  u s e d  to Help supply the ad- '■ 

v a n c e d  survey parties. \
Six h u n d r e d  thirty-five miles of wilderness f 

stretched f r o m  Ft. N e l s o n  to W a t s o n  Lake, the i 

first settlement in the Y u k o n  Territory. T h e  | 

highest point of the r o a d  crossed S u m m i t  L a k e  at | 

over 4,000 feet. T h e  roa d  then traversed u p  § 

mo u n t a i n s  a n d  d o w n  valleys, crossing large | 

rivers a n d  h u n d r e d s  of small streams. T h e  r o a d  \ 
followed a general northwesterly direction to. | . 

W a t s o n  Lake. N a m e s  s u c h  as Trutch, S t e a m b o a t  f 

M o untain, T o a d  River, M u n c h o  L a k e  a n d  the 

Liard River w e r e  etched forever in the m i n d s  of f 

the soldiers w h o  labored o n  the road.

A t  L o w e r  Post, just south of the Y u k o n  \ 
border, the n e w  r o a d  followed a n  -old r o a d  to | 

W a t s o n  Lake, w h e r e  the route to the nor t h w e s t  I



w a s  very unclear. Several routes to W h i t e h o r s e  

w e r e  explored a n d  the o n e  finally c h o s e n  follow­

ed the R a n c h e r i a  River Valley across the 

M a c k e n z i e - Y u k o n  River divide, then along the 

Swift River to Teslin L a k e  a n d  M a r s h  Lake. It 

followed a n  old prospector's trail to Whitehorse.

F r o m  W hitehorse, the ro a d  skirled' the 

north side of the St. Elias Range, a r o u n d  the 

south shore of K l u a n e  Lake, the largest in the 

Yukon, a n d  crossed the large glacial rivers of 

western Y u k o n  —  the Sims, the D o n j e k  a n d  the 

White. A t  the A l a s k a  border, over 1 2 0 0  miles 

from D a w s o n  Greek, the route traversed through 

the T a n a n a  River Valley connecting N o r t h w a y  

a n d  T o k  to Delta Junction w h e r e  the r o a d  c o n­

nected wi t h  the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y ,  built in 

the 1920s. Delta Junction is recognized b y  s o m e

oppos ite
Su rv ey ing  to l a y  out a l ine  f o r  the 
bulldozers to f o l l o w  th rough  the dense  
f o r e s t  w as  d i f f icu lt  but n e c e s sa ry .  The  
c en te r  l ine  w as  ro ughed  out on m ap s  but 
the fo o l -b y - fo o t  l ine h a d  to be s u rv e y ed  
and  inve s t ig a ted  on the ground. Members 
o f  the 3 41 s t  Eng inee rs  s u rv e y  be tw een  Ft.
St. John and  Ft. N e lson  in M ay . 1942. USA1

____________________   y

<

a n d  Fairbanks b y  others as the official e n d  of 

the high w a y .

T h e  soldiers of the a r m y  a n d  the civilians of 

the P R A  faced countless d a y s  of b e l o w  zero 

temperatures, s n o w ,  rain, insects a n d  ev e n  in­

tense heat coupled with the p r o b l e m s  associated 

with building a r o a d  in a n  u n k n o w n  environ­

ment. ‘

B y  April, r o a d  locaters w e r e  w o r k i n g  

throughout the country with the h u m  of 

bulldozers o n  their heels. Decisions on the route 

w e r e  s o m e t i m e s  m a d e  o n  the spot a n d  if the 

route w a s  not quite in the right place, the P R A  

m e n  corrected it later. W o r k e r s  often climbed 

trees to figure out the route ahead. T h e n  the 

bulldozers w o u l d  cut out a path. Often three to 

four miles of r o a d  w e r e  built in a d a y  as the s u m ­

m e r  daylight ho u r s  permitted the m e n  to w o r k  24 

hours a day. T h e  big p u s h  w a s  to get to Fair­

b a n k s  as s o o n  as possible with a pioneer yoad. 

Local b u s h  pilots w e r e  hired to ferry m e n  a n d  

supplies along the route. T h e  riverboats along 

the Y u k o n ' s  inland rivers a n d  lakes w e r e  

pressed into service. T h e r e  w a s  n o  limit set on

15



the a m o u n t  of e q u i p m e n t  or m o n e y  to get the job 

done. T o  the old-timers of the north, this 

A m e r i c a n  explosion of p o w e r  a n d  w e a l t h  w a s  

o v e r w h e l m i n g .

T h e r e  w a s  o race against time in the 

sout h e r n  sector as spring t h a w s  m a d e  travel 

over the winter trail in the Ft. St. John to Ft. 

N e l s o n  area impossible. Supplies h a d  to be 

stockpiled o n  the route for the spring a n d  s u m ­

m e r  construction period.

T h e  m o s t  pressing p r o b l e m  along the route 

w a s  the inexperience of the engineers in 

building a h i g h w a y  o n  the m u s k e g  a n d  per­

mafrost. T h e  g r o u n d  is p e r m a n e n t l y  frozen year 

a r o u n d  just b e l o w  the m u s k e g  in m a n y  areas 

along the route a n d  if the top layer is stripped 

off. w h i c h  w a s  the case along part of the route, 

the underlying g r o u n d  t h a w s  out anti p r o d u c e s  a 

q u a g m i r e  w h i c h  is difficult to deal with. Ditches 

w e r e  installed to drain off the excess thawing 

water, but w e r e  ineffective. Finally the c r e w s  

left the m u s k e g  intact a n d  built the road o n  top 

of it, laying a  r o a d b e d  of gravel w h e r e  needed.

T h e  construction m e t h o d s  took a terrific toll
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in m e n  a n d  m a c h i n e s  a n d  there w e r e  bound' to 

be accidents along the w a y .  O n e  of the worst 

tragedies o c c u r r e d  at Charlie L a k e  n e a r  Ft. 

Ne l s o n  o n  M a y  14, 1942. Eleven m e n  d r o w n e d  in 

the lake w h e n  their raft capsized. O t h e r  m e n  

were.killed in roa d  accidents or died f r o m ‘the 

e xtr e m e l y  cold temperatures.

T h e  route b e t w e e n  W h i t e h o r s e  a n d  the 

A l a s k a  b o r d e r  w a s  e x tremely difficult to w o r k  

on. T h e r e  w a s  n o  a d e q u a t e  route information 

a n d  the terrain w a s  very difficult to cut a r o a d  

through. T h e r e  w e r e  miles of s w a m p s ,  large 

glacial rivers to cross a n d  m u c h  h a r d  rock c o n­

struction —  especially a r o u n d  K l u a n e  Lake. Ice 

j a m s  in the rivers during the spring b r e a k u p  

' w e r e  very dangerous. T h e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  in 

winter fell to 5 0  d e g rees b e l o w  zero a n d  lower. 

At this temperature, m a c h i n e r y  w o u l d  not func­

tion a n d  it w a s  very d a n g e r o u s  to w o r k  outside. 

But the w o r k  continued through the early spring, 

s u m m e r  a n d  fall, with the roa d  slowly being in­

c h e d  t o w a r d  Alaska. T h e  troops w e r e  building 

both north arid south of Whitehorse, the m a j o r  

supply point of the northern sector, a n d  t o w a r d



W h i t e h o r s e  f r o m  Ft. Nelson. Additional troops 

of the. 97th Engineers p r o c e e d e d  north f r o m  

Valdez, A l a s k a  a n d  started building the r o a d  

southeast to the Y u k o n  border. T h e  P R A  a n d  the 

A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  p e rsonnel also w o r k e d  

to i m p r o v e  the R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  into Fair­

banks.
Finally o n  S e p t e m b e r  24, 1942, bulldozer 

operators of the 35th a n d  3 4 0 t h  R e g i m e n t s  m e t  

at Contact C r e e k  ( M P  588.1, K m  946.3) to close 

the southern sector of the r o a d  at B e a v e r  Creek, 

Y u k o n  ( M P  1202, K m  1934) o n  O c t o b e r  20, 1942, 

w h e n  troops w o r k i n g  south f r o m  A l a s k a  a n d  

north f r o m  W h i t e h o r s e  met. T h u s  the pioneer 

r o a d  h a d  b e e n  c o m p l e t e d  in record time (eight 

m o n t h s  a n d  twelve days) a n d  a n  openings 

c e r e m o n y  w a s  held at Soldiers S u m m i t  on. 

K l u a n e  L a k e  o n  N o v e m b e r  20, 1 9 4 2  to officially 

celebrate the completion of a n  overland link to 

northern C a n a d a  a n d  Alaska. G e n e r a l  O ’C o n n o r  

represented the United States • A r m y  a n d  

Minister Ian M a c k e n z i e  represented C a n a d a  

along with a contingent of Ro y a l  C a n a d i a n  

M o u n t e d  Police a n d  A m e r i c a n  soldiers. This h a d
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b e e n  a joint effort of the United States a n d  

C a n a d a  that p r o b a b l y  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  years off 

if not s p a r k e d  b y  w a r t i m e  emergencies.

. B u t  this w a s  only the beginning a s  the 

pioneer r o a d  w a s  just that —  a partially single 

lane, very r o u g h  r o a d  that w o u l d  h a v e  to be 

u p g r a d e d  im m e d i a t e l y  in order to b e  usable b y  

the increasing military traffic.



G a s t i n e a u

P h i l a t e l i c

P. O. B O X  341“ 
0 2 0 6 4 1

S o c i e t y

JUNEAU, ALASKA £

J a n u a r y  25, ’-987
s e c r e t a r y

J i m  D u n c a n  

A l a s k a  S e n a t e  
C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 1 1

D e a r  Jim:

I a m  e n c l o s i n g  a l e t t e r  we r e c e i v e d  f r o m  the Fort St. J o h n  
J u n i o r  S t a m p  C l u b ,  i n  r e g a r d  to a  j o i n t  C a n a d a - U S  s t a m p  c o m m e m o r a­
t i n g  the 5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  the c o m p l e t i o n  o f  the A l c a n  H i g h w a y .  
At o u r  l a s t  m e e t i n g  we r e s o l v e d  to s u p p o r t  the i s s u a n c e  of a 
s t a m p  in h o n o r  o f  the g r eat e v e n t .  T h e  A n c h o r a g e  P h i l a t e l i c  
S o c i e t y  f e e l s  the same way.

W e  b e l i e v e  th i s  to be a v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  event, so we are 
a s k i n g  y o u r  s u p p o r t  at this time, a n d  to d o  w h a t e v e r  is n e c e s s a r y  
to g e t  it a c c o m p l i s h e d .  I am  also w r i t i n g  F r a n  U l m e r  &  Bi l l  
H u d s o n .  T h a n k  you.

S i n c e r e l y  yours,

M r s .  G l o r i a  A h r e n s f e l d  
s e c r e t a r y



FORT ST. JOHN JUNIOR STAMP CUT. 

c o 10003-100th St root 

Fort St. John, B.C., V IJ JY5 

Canada

September 30. 1986

Dear Sir/Madam:

The Fort St., John Junior Stamp Club, located at Mile 49 of the Alaska Highway is 
asking the Governments of Canada and the United States to issue a joint 
commemorative stamp in 1992 honouring the construction of the Alaska Highway.

In its construction, the Alaska Highway helped to ensure that Alaska ana the 
northwest would remain in Allied hands. It helped to tie down enemy forces u-'i to 
weaken opposition to the Allied war effort in the Pacific. That a l,i>i‘0 mile road 
was built in. some of the roughest terrain and weather conditions known. the 
short time of nine months in 1942 was itself an engineering miracle.

Since the end of the war, the Alaska Highway region has seen rrrren.fous 
development. Today, this Highway carries the lifeblood nf the economies of 
Alaska, Yukon and northern British Columbia along its route. In 1992, we will 
celebrate the Fiftieth Anniversary of the construction of the Alaska Highway. We 
have received the support of our regional government, the Peace Kiver-Liard 
Regional District. Letters have been written to the representatives of ocher 
governments along the length of the Alaska Highway. Now we ask that you lend your 
support to this request by sending a letter of support to the addresses noted 
below and by making your elected representatives aware that you support the issue 
of commemorative stamps by Canada and the United States to honour the construction 
of the Alaska Highway. It would be appreciated if you could send a copy of your 
letter to the undersigned.

Send your letters to:
Mr. Rene Marin, Chairman and to Mr. r ;irier., Chairman
Stamp Selection Committee Stamp Advisory Committee
Canada Post Corporation United Scare:: Postal Service
Ottawa, Ontario K IA 0V1 Washington.

Sincerely yours,

Phil Cove 
Advisor
Fort St. John Junior Stamp Club

JpoHsoroo n\ the .\rl spin e. art • ..un •'•v.iiiium!’



LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS A G E N C Y

L E G I S L A T I V E  R E F E R E N C E  L I B R A R Y

Ma y ,  1988

C o p i e s  of  m i n u t e s  l i s t e d  b e l o w  w e r e  o r i g i n a l l y  i n c l u d e d  
in  this file. T h e  m i n u t e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  o n  t h e  S T A I R S  
d a t a b a s e  CMPR. In o r d e r  to s a v e . s p a c e  c o p i e s  o f  m i n u t e s  

h a v e  n o t  b e e n  le f t  i n  t h e  files.
M a r y  V a n  N i m w e g e n

U .  T i z - M j s .



D a t e  r e f e r r e d : ?  3 / 3 0 / 8 7

T h e Transportation

DATE:.

C o m m i t t e e  h a s  c o n s i d e r e d

A p r i l  13, 1987 

C S S J R  1 8 (Trsp)

C o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  of t h e  A l a s k a  H i g h w a y  
a n d  r e q u e s t i n g  t h e  i s s u a n c e  of c o m m e m o r a t i v e  p o s t a l  s t a m p s  b y  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  C a n a d a  P o s t  C o r p o r a t i o n .

KBCOMHCTDS:

[ ] r e p l a c e  w i t h  _______________________________

[ ] a t t a c h e d  a m e n d m e n t  (s)

[ X  ] d o  p a s s

[ ] d o  n o t  p a s s

[ ] n o  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n

[ ] i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s

a d d i t i o n a l  r e f e r r a l  t o  t h e

ADOPTS;

C ]

[ ] l e t t e r  of i n t e n t

[ ] t h e  s a m e  t i t l e

[ ] a n e w  t i t l e

C o m m i t t e e

A T T A C H E S  H E W  F I S C A L  N O T E ( s )  

[ ] f i s c a l  i m p a c t

[ ] z e r o  f i s c a l  n o t e

[ ] z e r o  w i t h  a n a l y s i s

SI G V X f l G  D O  P A S S ;

[ ] s a m e  as p r e v i o u s  f i s c a l  n o t e

p u b l i s h e d  _________________________

[ X] s a m e  a s  p r e v i o u s  z e r o  f i s c a l

n o t e  p u b l i s h e d  ' l aV im _______

SIGHX95 OTHER HECOHMENDATIOiiS:

C h a i r m a n ' s  s i g n a t u r e



Subject of meeting:
C S S J R  18: C o m m e m o r a t i v e  S t a m p ;  A K  HWY.'s

5 0 t h  Y e a r

* H B  2 1 3 :  A l l o c a t i o n  o f  F e d e r a l  H i g h w a y  F

F u n d s

COMMITTEE
H o u s e  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  C o m m i t t e e

Official Buaine«a

DO YOU WANT 
TO TESTIFY?NAMEP nclud<ADDRESS PHONE REPRESENTING

( / W p o - r i F F
Pw-C-l* "2.

*  i n d i c a t e s  f i r s t  p u b l i c  h e a r i n g

I



Mr. S p e a k e r ;  ,

T h e  A l - C a n  H i g h w a y  h a s  b e e n  an i n p o r t a n t  l i f e l i n e  t o  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  of t h e  e c o n o m i e s  of A l a s k a  a n d  n o r t h w e s t e r n  

C A n ada. C o n s t r u c t i o n  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y  b e g a n  :n  1942 i n  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  b o m b i n g  of  P e a r l  H a r b o r  w h i c h  w a s  t h o u g h t  

t o  h a v e  l a i d  t h e  e n t i r e  w e s t  c o a s t  of  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e  a n d  

C a n a d a  o p e n  t o  a p o s s i b l e  i n v a s i o n  f r o m  J a p a n .  P r e s i d e n t  

R o o s e v e l t  f e l t  t h a t  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  w a s  e s s e n t i a l  

to  t h e  c o u n t r y ' s  s e c u r i t y  a n d  a c o n s t r u c t i o n  p l a n  w a s  

q u i c k l y  p u t  i n t o  a c t i o n .  C o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  at 

t h a t  t i m e  w a s  c o n s i d e r e d  to  b e  a g r e a t  e n g i n e e r i n g  

a c c o m p l i s h m e n t  g i v e n  t h e  1500 m i l e s  o f  r o u g h  t e r r a i n  t o  b e  

c o v e r e d  a n d  t h e  t e c n o l o g y  t h a t  w a s  a v a i l a b l e  a t  t h e  time.

T h e  5 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  A l - C a n  

H i g h w a y  is in  1992. In o r d e r  to r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  o c c a s i o n ,

CS S J R  18 h a s  b e e n  i n t r o d u c e d  to  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  U n i t e d  

S t a t e s  P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  a n d  t h e  C a n a d a  P o s t  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  

c o o r d i n a t e  a s i m u l t a n e o u s  i s s u a n c e  of a  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  s t a m p  

a n d  a C a n a d i a n  s t a m p  c o m m e m o r a t i n g  t h e  e v e n t .  A c t i o n  is 

r e q u i r e d  a t  t h i s  t i m e  b e c a u s e  of t h e  36 m o n t h  n o t i c e  

r e q u i r e d  b y  t h e  U. S. P o s t a l  S e r v i c e  C i t i z e n ' s  S t a m p  

A d v i s o r y  C o m m i t t e e  i n  W a s h i n g t o n ,  D. C. , as it c o n s i d e r s  

r e q u e s t s  f o r  t h e  i s s u e  o f  s p e c i a l  s t a m p s .  I u r g e  y o u r  

s u p p o r t  o f  CS S J R  18 so t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  

w i l l  go  o n  r e c o r d  as e n d o r s i n g  t h i s  a c t i o n .
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