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CS f o r  S C R  9, R e l a t i n g  t o  l e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e  b y  
t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m .

S C R  9 a s k s  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  m a i n t a i n  a c o n s i s t e n t  l e v e l  of 
A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  s e r v i c e  f r o m  y e a r  t o  year. In d o i n g  so, 
t h e  G o v e r n o r  w o u l d  e n s u r e  t h a t  all A l a s k a n s  w h o  r e l y  u p o n  
w i n t e r  " r o a d s "  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e i r  l o c a l  e c o n o m i e s  w o u l d  h a v e  
c o n t i n u e d ,  r e l i a b l e  ser v i c e .

A l l  t o o  o f t e n  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  is c o n s i d e r e d  a 
s p e c i a l  case, a s u b s i d i z e d  t o u r i s t  ship, r a t h e r  t h a n  w h a t  it 
is f o r  m a n y  A l a s k a n s ,  t h e i r  o n l y  h i g h w a y .  B y  g e o g r a p h i c  
c i r c u m s t a n c e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  h i g h w a y s  a r e  o f t e n  c o s t  p r o h i b i t i v e .  
A l a s k a n s  in m a n y  a r e a s  h a v e  f o r e g o n e  c o n v e n t i o n a l  r o a d s  
b e c a u s e  of  t h e  h i g h  c o s t s  o r  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  b u i l d i n g  
roa d s .  T h i s  h a s  b e e n  t h e  c a s e  in m o s t  a r e a s  o f  S o u t h e a s t  
A l a s k a ,  s o m e  a r e a s  o f  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a ,  a n d  m o s t  a r e a s  of 
S o u t h w e s t  A l a s k a .

T h e  e f f e c t  o f  a r e d u c e d  w i n t e r  s c h e d u l e  w o u l d  c a u s e  a r i p p l e  
e f f e c t  w h i c h  w o u l d  b e  f e l t  b y  all A l a s k a n s .  T h e  m a r i n e  
h i g h w a y  s y s t e m  is u t i l i z e d  b y  t r u c k i n g  f i r m s  t o  s h i p  i t e m s  
f r o m  S e a t t l e  t o  S o u t h e a s t ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  a n d  I n t e r i o r  A l a s k a .  
T h e r e  is a l s o  a g r o w i n g  a m o u n t  o f  i n t r a s t a t e  c o m m e r c e ,  as 
f i s h m e a l  f r o m  S e w a r d  is s h i p p e d  t o  S o u t h e a s t  h a t c h e r i e s ,  a n d  
b a i t  h e r r i n g  is s h i p p e d  f r o m  S o u t h e a s t  t o  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a  
f o r  e x a m p l e .  It h a s  a l s o  b e e n  e s t i m a t e d  t h a t  40% of  M a r i n e  
H i g h w a y  u s e r s  t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  S e a t t l e  a n d  H a i n e s  a r e  
d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  of 
t h e  State.

I w o u l d  a p p r e c i a t e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n .



AMENDMENT

to CS SCR 9

Page two, line one: delete "the proposed further"

iv •



W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T  W O R K  D R A F T

t J

5 - 0 6 0 1 L  ^  
U t e r m o h l e  

3 / 4 / 8 8

O r i g i n a l  s p o n s o r s :  J o n e s ,  C o g h i l l ,

D u n c a n  a n d  E l i a s o n

I N  T H E  S E N A T E  B Y  T H E  T R A N S P O R T A T I O N  C O M M I T T E E

H O U S E  C S  F O R  C S  F O R  S E N A T E  C O N C U R R E N T  R E S O L U T I O N  N O .  9 ( T r a n s p o r t a t i o n )

I N  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A .

F I F T E E N T H  L E G I S L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S I O N

R e l a t i n g  t o  l e v e l s  o f  s e r v i c e  b y  t h e  

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m .

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  B Y  T H E  L E G I S L A T U R E  O F  T H E  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A :

W H E R E A S  i n t e r s t a t e  h i g h w a y s  p l a y  a n  i n t e g r a l  r o l e  i n  t h e  c o m m e r c e  o f  

t h e  s t a t e  a n d  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  i s  u s e d  b y  r e s i d e n t s  o f  t h e  

S o u t h e a s t e r n ,  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  S o u t h w e s t e r n  R e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  

a s  a n  i n t e r s t a t e  a n d  i n t r a s t a t e  h i g h w a y ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  S o u t h e a s t e r n  a n d  S o u t h w e s t e r n  A l a s k a  h a v e  

a s s e n t e d  t o  a l e s s  c o n v e n i e n t  m a n n e r  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  d u e  t o  t h e  h i g h  c o s t  

o f  c o n s t r u c t i n g  r o a d s  a n d  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  i m p o s e d  b y  g e o g r a p h i c  c i r c u m ­

s t a n c e s ,  u p o n  r o a d  c o n s t r u c t i o n ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  i s  u s e d  b y  s h i p p e r s  t o  t r a n s ­

p o r t  p r o d u c e  a n d  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l  g o o d s  f r o m  S e a t t l e  t o  t h e  S o u t h e a s t e r n ,  

S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  a n d  I n t e r i o r  R e g i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e ,  t h u s  p r o v i d i n g  r e t a i l e r s  

a n d  c o n s u m e r s  w i t h  t h e s e  g o o d s  i n  t h e  m o s t  t i m e l y  m a n n e r  p o s s i b l e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S ,  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s ,  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  A O  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  u s e r s  

o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  t r a v e l i n g  b e t w e e n  S e a t t l e  a n d  H a i n e s  

a r e  d e s t i n e d  f o r  t h e  S o u t h c e n t r a l ,  I n t e r i o r ,  a n d  o t h e r  r e g i o n s  o f  t h e  

s t a t e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  c l o s u r e  o f ,  o r  r e d u c e d  s e r v i c e  o n ,  a  h i g h w a y  d u r i n g  w i n t e r  

j e o p a r d i z e s  t h e  t e n u o u s  w i n t e r  e c o n o m y  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  t h e  s t a t e ;  a n d

W H E R E A S  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  a l r e a d y  o p e r a t e s  a t  a  r e d u c e d  

l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  w h e n  c o m p a r e d  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  

d u r i n g  t h e  s u m m e r ;  a n d

-1- HCS CSSCR 9 (Trsp)



W H E R E A S  r e d u c t i o n s  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  s c h e d u l e  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  

S y s t e m  c o u l d  s e v e r e l y  d a m a g e  t h e  e c o n o m y  o f  c o m m u n i t i e s  d e p e n d e n t  u p o n  t h e  

A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  f o r  t h e  r e l i a b l e  a n d  c o n t i n u o u s  s u p p l y  o f  

p r o d u c e  a n d  o t h e r  e s s e n t i a l  g o o d s  a n d  f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s e r v i c e s ;

B E  I T  R E S O L V E D  t h a t  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t s  

t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  P u b l i c  F a c i l ­

i t i e s  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e  o p e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  a t  t h e  

s a m e  l e v e l  o f  s e r v i c e  a s  d u r i n g  t h e  l a s t  f i s c a l  y e a r .

H C S  C S S C R  9 ( T r s p ) -2-



R E Q U E S T :__________________________

STATE OF ALASKA
1988 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

BILL VERSION: CS SCR 9 (Trans)

PUBLISH DATE: _____________
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CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 9 (Trans)

F I S C A L  N O T E  A N A L Y S I S

T h e  p r o p o s e d  l e g i s l a t i o n  w o u l d  r e q u e s t  an i n c r e a s e  in the l e vel 
of d i r e c t  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e  p r o v i d e d  b y  the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  
S y s t e m  (AMHS) to that p r o v i d e d  d u r i n g  FY86. In FY89, the c o s t  of 
t h i s  a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  is e s t i m a t e d  to be $ 3 , 7 9 7 . 1 .  O n  the 
a s s u m p t i o n  th a t  this i n c r e a s e d  l e vel of s e r v i c e  w o u l d  c o n t i n u e  
b e y o n d  FY89, the a d d i t i o n a l  e x p e n d i t u r e  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  w o u l d  be 
c o n t i n u e d ,  w i t h  a 5% a n n u a l  i n f l a t i o n  f a c t o r  a p p l i e d  to t r a vel, 
c o n t r a c t u a l  s e r v i c e s ,  and s u p p l i e s .  P e r s o n a l  s e r v i c e s  c o s t s  a r e  
a s s u m e d  to r e m a i n  at a c o n s t a n t  level.

It s h o u l d  be n o t e d  t h a t  in FY89, FY90, and F Y 91, the M / V  
T U R T U M E N A  w i l l  be u n d e r g o i n g  m a j o r  r e f u r b i s h m e n t  d u r i n g  h e r  o u t -  
o f - s e r v i c e  p e r i o d s .  T h i s  w o u l d  l e a v e  the s o u t h w e s t  p o r t i o n  of 
the A M H S  w i t h  o n l y  the o n l y  the M / V  B A R T L E T T  o n - l i n e  f o r  a l o n g e r  
than n o r m a l  p e r i o d  d u r i n g  the w i n t e r .  T h e r e f o r e ,  the c o s t s  of 
c o n t r a c t i n g  w i t h  a p r i v a t e  c a r r i e r  to r e d u c e  the p e r i o d  of s i n g l e  
s h i p  s e r v i c e  to a n o r m a l  l e v e l  are i n c l uded.

The c a p i t a l  c o s t s  s h o w n  are to c o n s t r u c t  and m o d i f y  t e r m i n a l  

f a c i l i t i e s  a t  M e t l a k a t l a  a n d  H o l l i s  to a c c o m m o d a t e  the M / V  
C H I L K A T .  T h e  M / V  C H I L K A T  can no l o n g e r  call at M e t l a k a t l a  as a 
r e s u l t  o f  r e c e n t  d o c k i n g  f a c i l i t y  i m p r o v e m e n t s  and was r e m o v e d  
f r o m  s e r v i c e  b e g i n n i n g  D e c e m b e r ,  1987. The H o l l i s  f a c i l i t y  is in 
n e e d  of m o d i f i c a t i o n s  due to its d e t e r i o r a t i n g  c o n d i t i o n -

The e x p a n d e d  s e r v i c e  w i l l  r e s u l t  in $ 1 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  in a d d i t i o n a l  
r e v e n u e s  in FY89. O f f s e t t i n g  t h e s e  r e v e n u e s  a g a i n s t  the 
e x p e n d i t u r e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  of $ 3 , 7 9 7 , 1 0 0 ,  the net cost of 
p r o v i d i n g  the a d d i t i o n a l  s e r v i c e  is $ 1 , 9 9 7 , 1 0 0 .  A  c o m b i n a t i o n  of 
t r a f f i c  and t a r i f f  i n c r e a s e s  w i l l  r e s u l t  in a 4% annual r e v e n u e .



F E B R U A R Y  25, 1988

THE P R I N C E  OF W A L E S  IS L A N D  C O M M I T T E E  FOR IMP R O V E D  F E R R Y  S E R V I C E  

R E P R E S E N T I N G  THE C O M M U N I T I E S  ANV R E S I D E N T S  OF THE T H I R D  L A R G E S T  

I S L A N D  IN THE U N I T E D  STATES, R E S P E C T F U L L Y  S U B M I T  THIS D O C U M E N T  

FOR YOUR C O N S I D E R A T I O N  AND ACTION.



PRINCE OF W A L E S  ISLANV 

S O U T H E A S T  A L A S K A

C O M M U N I T I E S  ON THE PRINCE OF W A L E S  ISLANV

Cape. Pole 

C o w m a n  Cove

Edna Bay

H a ppy Hanbon

H o l l U

Hyd a b u n g

K asaan

K l a w o c k

L a B o u c h e n e  Bay 

Long Inland 

N a u k c t l

N l c h e n  C o v e  

P o int Baken 

Pont A l l e e  

Pont P n o t e e t l o n  

Smith Cove 

T h o n n e  Bay 

T w e l v e  M i l e  Anm 

I/lew C o v e  

Watenfiall 

W h a l e  P a n  

W l n t e n  Hanbon

P O P U L A T I O N :

A p p n o x l m a t e l y  6000 y e a n - n o u n d  n e s l d e n t s  

A p p n o x l m a t e l y  8000 plus, dunlng s e a s o n a l  a c t i v i t i e s  

ROAV SYSTEM:

700 plus miles

20 miles (.028%) paved; 80 miles [1 %) g n a v e l l e d ; 600 m iles 

(851 j n a n n o w  di n t  n o a d  w i t h  little on no m a i n t e n a n c e .

V E H I C L E  P O PULATION:

3500 plus v ehicles e s t i m a t e d  y e a n - n o u n d



O V E R V I E W

The. Pri n c e  oh W a l e s  Is l a n d  r o a d  s y s t e m  is t h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  

oh any In S o u t h e a s t  Alaska. It lnclu.de.-i a n e t w o r k  oh ove.fi 

700 mile.-a w i t h  all t h e  p r i m a r y  fioute4 -Integrated -into the  

Al a s k a  S t a t e  H i g h w a y  M a r i n e  System.

The only acce-i-i to P r i n c e  oh W a l e 4 Inland i-i by a i r p l a n e  or 

boat. The A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  p r o v i d e r  a co nv enient 

and n e c e s s a r y  l i n k  to other l o c a t i o n s  w i t h i n  the 4 t a t e  and out 

oh the state.

The r e c r e a t i o n a l  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  are among the g r e a t e s t  t h a t  the 

S t a t e  oh A l a s k a  enjoys. T h e r e  is easy ac c e s s  to H i s t o r i c a l  

Sites, Fishing, Hunting, C a m p i n g  a n d  W i l d l i h e  viewing.

Bo yer F r e i g h t  Lines o p e r a t e s  as a s - n e e d e d  b a rge s e r v i c e  

i r r e g u l a r l y  to t h e  Isl a n d  and is u s e d  l a r g e l y  to t r a n s p o r t  l a r g e  

equipment, ({-dammab-Ce.4 and l a r g e  s h i p m e n t s  oh w o o d  p r o d u c t s  t h a t  

c a n n o t  be a c c o m m o d a t e d  on t h e  (Je-'i'i.te4.

A l a s k a  O u t p o r t  serves t h e  Island a p p r o x i m a t e l y  on c e  a m o n t h 

wi t h  b arge s e r v i c e  h0>i m e m b e r s  only.

The Island r e s i d e n t s  d e p e n d  on t h e  w e e k l y  A l a s k a  F e r r i e s  h^om 

S e a t t l e  to K e t c h i k a n  to bring t h e i r  p e r i s h a b l e s  as we l l  as much 

oh t h e i r  other rf'te.-cg/i-t to t h e  Island.

Presently, s e a h o o d  p r o d u c t s  are being s h i p p e d  h^om t h e  Island 

via the A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  System. lh t h e r e  w e r e  m o r e  

r e g u l a r l y  s c h e d u l e d  s a i l i n g s  ij'tom the P r i n c e  oh W a l e s  Island, 

t h e s e  ifreight s h i p m e n t s  w o u l d  be i n c r e a s e d .



IN C O N C L U S I O N ,  WE THE P R I N C E  OF W A L E S  ISLAND C O M M I T T E E  FOR 

I M P R O V E D  F E R R V  S E R V I C E  ASK THAT YOU T H O U G H T F U L L Y  R E V I E W  OUR 

R E Q U E S T S  AND P R O V I D E  THE SA M E  C O N S I D E R A T I O N S  E N J O Y E D  BY OTHER 

A R E A S  OF THE S T A T E  OF ALASKA.

T H ANK YOU FOR YOUR TIME A N D  YOUR C O N S I D E R A T I O N S .



F A C T  I. W e  t h e  P r i n c e  of W a l e s  C o m m i t t e e  for I m p r o v e d  Serv i c e  

to t h e  island. W o u l d  like to m a k e  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  

t h e r e  b e  a  m e e t i n g  of all C a p t a i n s  of t h e  M o t o r  Vessels 

in u s a g e  for t h e  p u r p o s e  of i n f o r m i n g  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of 

T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  Division of M a i n t e n a n c e  in c h a r g e  of t h e  

scheduling, of their i n p u t  as h o w  to be t t e r  i m p r o v e  t h e  

p r e s e n t  m o d e  of s c h e d u l i n g  t h e  entire s y s t e m .

F A C T  II. K l a w o c k  City School's cost in t r a n s p o r t i n g  s t u d e n t s  to

school s p o n s o r e d  activities is o v e r  five (5) t i m e s  t h e  cost. 

P r e s e n t l y  it costs $65.00 R T  to travel f r o m  Hollis to 

K e t c h i k a n  b y  plane. T h e  cost p e r  s t u d e n t  o n  t h e  f e r r y  

R T  is o n l y  $12.00 T h e  w e e k e n d  of M a r c h  4  a n d  M a r c h  5 

w e  will n e e d  to s e n d  2 0  s t u d e n t s  to K e t c h i k a n .  Air cost 

will b e  $1300.00. If t h e  f e r r y  w e r e  o p e r a t i n g  t h e  cost 

w o u l d  b e  $ 2 4 0 . 0 0  K l a w o c k  will b e  j o i n e d  b y  H y d a b u r g ,  

Craig, a n d  T h o r n e  B a y  in p a y i n g  t h e s e  h i g h e r  

t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  costs d u e  to lack of f e r r y  service at 

a p p r o p r i a t e  times.

F A C T  III. R e v e n u e s  n o w  b e i n g  infused into t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e

H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  a r e  in g r e a t  d a n g e r  of b e i n g  p l a c e d  into 

t h e  h a n d s  of p r i v a t e  enterprise. This s t a t e m e n t  is 

b a c k e d  b y  t h e  facts t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  n o w  p r i v a t e  b a r g e  

services b e i n g  offered to t h e  c o n t a i n e r  traffic a r e a s  t h a t  

n o w  a r e  t r y i n g  to m a k e  u s e  of t h e  F e r r y  S y s t e m ,  b u t  

a r e  u n a b l e  to d o  so, b e c a u s e  of t h e  p r e s e n t  s y s t e m  of 

scheduling.

F A C T  IV. T h e  people of Pr i n c e  of W a l e s  Island a r e  n o w  b e i n g  forced 

to u s e  a  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  m o d e  of travel b e c a u s e  of t h e  

v e r y  p o o r  s c h e d u l i n g  of t h e  F e r r y  S y s t e m .  M a n y  find 

air travel a n d / o r  o v e r n i g h t i n g  in K e t c h i k a n  w i t h  families 

too costly for their budgets. T h e  F e r r y  S y s t e m  is a 

S t a t e  H i g h w a y  c o n n e c t i n g  Prince of W a l e s  a n d  K e t c h i k a n  

a n d  s h o u l d  b e  u s a b l e  at m o r e  c o n v e n i e n t  times. Air 

travel d u r i n g  m u c h  of t h e  y e a r  is u n c o m f o r t a b l e ,  

frightening or impossible b e c a u s e  of i n c l e m e n t  w e a t h e r ,  

besides b e i n g  cost prohibitive.

F A C T  V. Clark B a y  is in t h e  process of b e i n g  i m p r o v e d  so as to

a c c o m m o d a t e  t h e  M V  T a k u  a n d / o r  h e r  sister ships. This 

h a s  b e e n  a  g r e a t  i m p r o v e m e n t  to t h e  p o r t  of Clark B a y  

t e r m i n a l ,  at times, directly a h e a d  of t h e  A u r o r a ,  c a u s i n g  

a  d o u b l i n g  u p  of t h e  ferries f r o m  t h e  s a m e  p o r t  at a b o u t  

t h e  s a m e  time, w i t h  t h e  s a m e  port of destination.

F A C T  VI. Legislative bill # H B 3 7 7  w a s  p a s s e d  in 1986 r e q u i r i n g  t h a t  

h a n d i c a p p e d  access b e  p r o v i d e d  o n  o u r  ferries. It w a s  

b a c k e d  b y  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  in 1986 a n d  1987. T h e  

e q u i p m e n t  for chair lifts o n  t h e  stairs of t h e  L e C o n t e  

a n d  t h e  A u r o r a  w e r e  ordered. W h e n  w e r e  t h e y  ordered, 

a n d  as b o t h  of t h e s e  vessels h a v e  b e e n  in d r y  d o c k  this 

w i n ter, w h y  w e r e  t h e y  n o t  installed?

F A C T  VII. O t h e r  h i g h w a y  s y s t e m s  in t h e  S t a t e  of A l a s k a  a r e  

o b t a i n i n g  f u n d i n g  for i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  m a i n t e n a n c e ,  

repair, policing, etc. T h e  a r e a s  o n l y  serviced b y  t h e  

State's M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m  s h o u l d  h a v e  t h e  s a m e  

access of state funding, to m a i n t a i n  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  

service.



F A C T  VIII. T h e  staging a r e a  is m o s t  u n s a t i s f a c t o r y  a s  p a s s e n g e r s

a n d  vehicles vie for s p a c e  w i t h  t h e  freight services. It is 

n o t  o n l y  d a n g e r o u s  a n d  c o n d u c i v e  to accidents, it is 

difficult especially for t h e  elderly a n d  h a n d i c a p p e d  to 

t r a v e r s e  t h e  a r e a  to get to t h e  f e r r y  t e r m i n a l .  T h e  

p r e v i o u s l y  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s  for t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  of 

t h e  facility h a v e  n o t  b e e n  used.

F A C T  IX. W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  I m p r o v e d  service s c h e d u l i n g  for the

s u m m e r  m o n t h s ,  h o w e v e r ,  it still is n o t  a d e q u a t e  for t h e  

t r e m e n d o u s  traffic d u r i n g  this period.

F A C T  X. W o r d  h a s  b e e n  r e c e i v e d  t h a t  t h e  Seattle f e r r y  m a y  b e  

d i s c o n t i n u e d  in a  r e s c h e d u l i n g  effort to t r y  to m a k e  a n  

efforts at a  b u d g e t - s a v i n g  plan. W e  find this solution to 

t h e  s c h e d u l i n g  efforts n o t  a n  a c c e p t a b l e  conclusion to t h e  

p r o b l e m s .  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  of freezer/cooler p r o d u c t s  to 

S o u t h e a s t  as  well as e x p o r t s  of seafood p r o d u c t s  to the 

l o w e r  4 8  states d e p e n d  o n  this s c h e d u l e d  r u n  a n d  w o u l d  

b e  in serious j e o p a r d y  w e r e  this to h a p p e n .

F A C T  XI. T h e  D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s p e n d s  $2,500.00 for 

e v e r y  m i l e  of l a n d  h i g h w a y ,  (gaining n o t h i n g  f r o m  

p a s s e n g e r  r e v e n u e )  w h i l e  o n l y  $73.00 p e r  m i l e  of 

ac t u a l  travel b y  t h e  A l a s k a  M a r i n e  H i g h w a y  S y s t e m ,  

(r e c o u p i n g  s o m e  of t h e  r e v e n u e  in t h e  f o r m  of fares). T h e  

Pr i n c e  of W a l e s  C o m m i t t e e  w o u l d  like to suggest to the  

D e p a r t m e n t  of T r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  t h e  possibility of 

equalizing t h e s e  e x p e n d i t u r e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  l a n d  s y s t e m  

a n d  t h e  m a r i n e  s y s t e m .

o



PROPOSAL

WHEREAS, The Pr ince  of Wales  Commi t t e e  f o r  improved s e rv i c e  to the 
Island via Alaska Marine Highway Sys tem.

WHEREAS, The i s l and  popula t ion i s  approx ima te ly  4 7 0 0  to 5 2 0 0  pe rsons  
and the embarking  -  d i s - e mba rk ing  s t a t i s t i c s  of t he  Alaska  Marine 
Highway usage  for  1986 w a s  above and comparab l e  to l a r g e r  por t s .

WHEREAS, Our p r e s en t  schedu l e  ( e spec i a l ly  during w i n t e r  months )  does
not  m e e t  the d i r ec t  needs  of t he  people of Pr ince  of Wales
Island.

WHEREAS, The lack of dai ly s c hedu l e s  h inde r  the  people f rom using the 
s e r v i c e s  of Phys i c i ans ,  Medical f a c i l i t i e s ,  A t to rn ey s  and o t h e r  
p r o f e s s i o n a l s  w i t h o u t  t he  addi t iona l  expense  of having to make  use  of t he  
a i r l ine  s e r v i c e s  r a t h e r  t han  t he  f e r ry  sy s t em.

WHEREAS, The f e r ry  does  not  a l l ow fo r  t r a v e l e r s  who would l ike to u t i l i z e  
the  weekend  in Ketchikan to do so w i t h o u t  l o s s  of t i m e  f rom work.

WHEREAS, Ketchikan Ci ty and Borough and t he  S t a t e  of Alaska  a re  losing 
dai ly r evenue , as  money i s  being spen t  on mai l  o r d e r  s e r v i ce s ,  t h a t  would 
o t h e r w i s e  be d i r ec t ed  to t he  ci ty.

WHEREAS, With a r e g u l a r  dai ly schedule  t h e r e  would be more  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  
on t he  Marine Highway b e tw e e n  f a m i l i e s  of P r i nce  of Wales  and Ketchikan,  
a l so ,  t he  pos s ib l i t y  of added t o u r i s m  to t he  is land.

WHEREAS, With t he  dai ly schedul e  t he  school  s y s t e m s  of Pr ince  of Wales 
would be able to p a r t i c i p a t e  in more  a c t i v i t i e s  to ben e f i t  the  s t u d e n t s  and 
a l so  i nc r e a s e  r i de r s h ip  r a t h e r  than being for ced  to u t i l i z e  t he  a i r l ine  
sy s t e m ,  which  i s  s o m e t i m e s  c o s t  p roh ib i t i ve  and imposs ib l e  due to 
w e a t h e r  condi t ions .

WHEREAS, An ear l y  hau l -ou t  of the M.V. Aurora  (during t he  w i n t e r  months )  
c aus e s  an ex t r a  burden on t hose  leaving fo r  t he  w i n t e r ,  o r  t ak ing  vaca t i ons  
during t he  hol idays.

WHEREAS, The handicapped do not  have a c c e s s  to spec i a l  c ar e  and handl ing 
such as  e l e va to r s  f o r  the i l l ,  aged or  wheel  c h a i r  confined.

WHEREAS, t h i s  c o m m i t t t e e  is  aw a re  of t he  endeavor s  of t he  ANB-ANS 
Grand camp and the c i t y  of Hydaburg t o w a rd s  t he  s a m e  e f fo r t .

WHEREAS, This  c o m m i t t e e  would l ike to have t h i s  p e t i t i o n  d r aw  specia l  
a t t e n t i o n  to t h e i r  e f f o r t s .

THEREFORE, Be i t  r e so lved  t h a t  the Pr ince  of Wales  Commi t ee  for  
Improved Servi ce  to the Island via Alaska  Marine Highway s y s t e m  urges  
the Depar tment  of T ra n sp o r t a t i o n  and the  Leg i s la tu r e  to upgrade  and 
improve t he  p r e s en t  s e r v i ce  to the  i s l and in a ccordance  w i t h  t he  above 
ment ioned  i t e m s  to en su re  r egu l a r  gua ran teed  schedul ing  t h a t  the  people 
of Pr i nce  of Wales can re ly  upon.
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